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MAL EF ACT ORS REGISTER. 


CONTAINING 


A particular and circumſtantial Account of the Lives, Tranſ- 
actions, and Trials of the moſt notorious Malefactors, who 
have ſuffered an ignominious Death for their Offences, viz. for 
PaRRICIDpE, MurDER, "TREASON, RonBery, BURGLARY, Pi- 
KACY, CoixiNG, ForGERY, and Rarzs: From the Commit- 
ment of the celebrated Johx SHEPPARD, to the Acquittal 
of che equally celebrated MakcaARET CAROLINE Rupp. In- 
cluding a Period of fifty Years and upwards, bath 3 in N | F 
and Country. 2 hag 3 2 

| CALCULATED: = 
_— 

To expoſe the Deformity of Vice, the Dab uk: Went 
naturally attending thoſe who deviate from the Paths of Vir- 
tue; and intended as a BEAcON to warn the riſing Generation 


againſt the Temptaticns, the : Alluremcuts, and the Dangers of 
bad Company. Y 


he —.—— Part extrafted from, nen e and the 
Hiſtories and Tranſactions of the modern Convicts, com- 
municated by the unhappy. Sufferers themſelves, ſince the Aus 
thor has been auen get preſent 7 | 
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5 By the Rev. Mr. VILLETTE, 8 of NEeEwWGATE, and others. 
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* 66 Vice is a  Monjter - of 2 frighifal Men, 
5, 75 Ge hated, needs but to be ſten.“ | Pops. 
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To the UB 


N order to deter Mankind from the Perpe- 
J tration of notorious Crimes, nothing can be 
o effectual as to repreſent, in the moſt ſtriking 
Colours, the Puniſhments that naturally attend 
them. The Fear of Shame as often preſerves 
a Perſon from the Commiſſion of a Crime, as 
the Expectation of a Reward for his continuing 
in the Paths of Virtue. The Utility therefore 
of a Work of this Kind cannot but be ac- 
knowledged by Every impartial Reader. Pa- 
rents, Guardians, and thoſe entruſted with the 
Care and Tuition of Youth, will doubtleſs be 
ſtimulated to recommend theſe Volumes to their 
Peruſal and Attention. 


Ihe Study of Biographiy! is univerſally allowed 
to convey the moſt uſeful Species of Knowledge; 
and it has been debated among the Learned, 

whether the Hiſtory of a Man notoriouſly 
wicked, does not convey more uſeful Inſtruction 
than that of the moſt virtuous and exemplary. 

NERO, that execrable Tyrant, that Monſter of 
Iniquity, whoſe Actions cannot be read with- 
out the utmoſt Horror and Deteſtation, has 
A 2 


made = 


made more Proſelytes to the Cauſe of virtue 
And Religion, than the moſt amiable Character 
in antient or modern Hiſtory. As POPE ele- 


gantly deſeribes, 


& Vice is a Monſter of ach frightful "7 x „ 
« As, to be hated, needs but to be . . 


\ 


We therefore propoſe to 2 to the Public 

this Monſter, Vice, in her natural Shape, at- 

_ tended by all her hideous Deformities; ſincerely 

wiſhing that her Appearance may have the pro- 

per Effect, that of creating in the Breaſt of the 

Reader, an utter Abhorrence and Deteſtation of 
her. 55 


£4; ; 5 * By. printing the following Sheets on a Sikvdiler 

Type than is uſual in Works of this kind, we have it 
in our power to give every remarkable Trial; many 
f which we md unavoidably have omitted, had 
e choſen a Type of greater Magnitude. 
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THE 


It was our original intention to have begun with the life of the 


celebrated: John Sheppard; but as there are ſeveral intereſting, 


trials before that period, we have judged it cy to beg 5 


three or four years ſooner. 8 


The firſt trial we ſhall give is but too ſimilar in many actos: 5 


to that of Captain Roach; though the verdicts were totally 
different. Edward Ely's crime was committed inthe kingdom 
of Sweden; Captain Roach's at the Cape of Good-Hope: 


the former indeed was in open day- light, in che preſence of Te: 
ſeveral witneſſes; the latter at the cloſe of the <P and 


ſeen only by one witneſs. | 


* 


\ Enwanp "yy for Murder, December, 1200 


N July, 1720, the rand- jury, at the ſeſſions then held at 
Tuſtice-hall in the OL D-BAIIEx, found a bill of indict- 
ment againſt Zdward Ely, tor the murder of lieutenant 


Charles bignell, in the kingdorti of Sweden, and a ſpecial com- 
miſſon was iſſued for his trial; but upon an affidavit that ſeverat 
material witneſſes in that cal were then on board the fleet in 
the Baltic, under the command of Sir John Norris, the ſaid 
eommiſſion and trial were adjourned till the next ſeſſions, 


and afterwards to the en in December . 


and then 
| N Edwars 5 


1428 


6 EDWARD ELY, for Monprx. 
Edward E ly was indicted by a ſpecial commiſſion, purf vant 
to the ſtatute of 33 Hen. VIII. chap. 23 for the murder of 


Charles Bigncll in a certain iſſand near the Dablers, in the 


kingdom of Sweden, by giving him with a drawn ſword one 


mortal wound in the upper part of his breaft above the left. 


pap, of the length of half an inch, and the depth of twelve 
inches, on the 27th of Sept. 1719, of which he inftantly 
died. „„ oY 


Worceſter. And about eight o'clock on Friday night, 
September the 25th, I went into my cabin, and was fol- 
lowed by the deceaſed, who. was the firſt lieutenant ; Mr. 
Cannon the ſutgeoh, and the prifotier, who was ſurgeon's 
' fiſt mate. The priſoner then ſaid to the deceaſed; I have 
been on board the Defiance, and got the papers drawn out, 
and how I defire you to ſign them. Theſe papers were for 
a ſale to the priſoner, of the deceaſed's ſhare of a prize taken 
by the Defiance on the coaſt of Scotland. The deceaſed 
aſked him if another time would not do as well; to which 
the priſoner anſwered, no 

perty of. The deceaſed replied, I do not refuſe to ſign them, 
but I will not be huffed into it; and, ſince you ate fo peremp- 


tory, I defire you to take your things out of my cabin; 1 
have permitted you to lie there for ſome time, but now--you 


ſhall find another lodging. Next morning I heard ſeveral 
abuſive words paſs between them upon the quarter-deck; 
till at laſt the deceaſed ordered the priſoner to go off, which 
he did; but in a quarter of an hour he came up again, pulled 
of his bat, and told the deceafed that he had leave 
from Captain Boyle, (the commander of the Worceſter) 


to walk the quatter-=deck whenever he pleaſed ; to which the 


other replied, ycu may walk and be damned. The priſoner 


told me the ſame morning, that he had gt the captain's leave 


to go on ſhore, when he would to do himſelf Juſtice. I adviſed 
bim to let the quarrel die, or at leaſt to defer it till they. both 
came to England. He made light of what I ſaid, and turn- 


ing ſhort went out of the cabbin. In the evening he came 


upon deck, and told one of my mates, that the captain had 
given him leave for a boat to carry him on fhore next morn- 
ing. Next morning being Sunday, the priſoner came into 


my cabin before. I was up, and defifed me to give him a 


dram, which when he had taken, he went out ägain; and as 
ſoon as I atoſe, I was told that he and the deceaſed were gone 


afhore together: in about a quarter of an hour the boat came 


aboard again with the dead body of the deceaſed, which had 


Clement Courland. T am maſter of his majeſty's ſhip the 


I will be no longer made a pro- 


—_ ˙ w 6 —_— ct 


ſeveral 
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EDWARD EL x, for Monben. #7 


ſeveral wounds in it, and ſome of them quite through. Be- 
fore this difference, the priſoner and the deceaſed were in- 
timate friends, and the former had many times lent both mo- 
ney and neceſſaries to the other. The priſoner always ap- 
zeared to be a man of a civil behaviour, and not in the leaſt 
inclinable to quarrel z but the deceaſed had quite a different - 
character. H@ and 1 had meſſed together for ſome time 3 
but l at laſt parted meſſes with him, on account of his abuſive 


languag /. 
IVilliam Ca nen, ſurgeon of the ſhip. Being in the maſ⸗ 
ter's cabin, 1 heard the priſoner aſ the deceaſed to 


w 


ſign the papers. He anſwered, that he would not ſign them, 
for there were times and ſeaſons for all things. The other 


replied, that he would not be made a property of, and that 
the deceaſed ſhould ſign the papers, and pay what he owe him, 


before he went out of the ſhip.” The deceaſed told him he 


would pay the money as ſoon as he had it, but would not ſign 
the paper at all, for he was not to b: huffed into it. 


Soon after, as I and the deceaſed were walking on the 


quarter. deck, I ſaw his ſervant and the priſoner, taking | 
the priſoner's things out of the deceaſed's cabin: after 


which the priſoner came up to vs, when he and the deceaſed 
begay to reproach one another with former civilities; and 
among other things, the deceaſed told him, that he was highly ; 
favoured in being allowed to, walk the quarter-deck. To 
which the priſonet anſwered, I have. been admitted to the 
company of lieutenants on hoard other ſhips as well as this, 
and have received as many favours from them as ever 1 did 
from you. You indeed are my officer here, and inſiſt upon 
kchitcs, but what are we when. we are :ſhoret” The deceaſed 8 


1 why then Jam Charles Bignell, and you are Ned Ely; 


I believe, ſays the priſoner, you are like an old Woman, that 


can do nothing but ſcold. 


I went afterwards to the deceaſed, and adviſed Fim to ſiga | 
the paper, telling him, I believed the priſoner was in drink, 


or elſe he would never have uſed him in ſuch a manner, To 
which he anſwered, drink is no excuſe for rudeneſs 


he ſhall not lie in my cabin any longer, nor will! N 1 


him, for he has as good as challenged me — neither will 
I tign the Paper, for 1 am not to be huffed into a com- 


pliance. * 7 
About ten or eleven next morning, the deceaſed was with | 


ing on one ſide of the quarter-deck, and the priſoner on the 
och r. I went to the priſoner, and aſłked him, where he lay, 


* A 1 lay, 1 he, with Mr. W the ons M 


* 2 

T 0 
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lieutendut, — — 
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Hentenant, who gave me a can of flip before we went to bed, 
Mr. Bignell has ordered me off the quarter-deck, but captain 
Boyle has not only ordered me on again, but bas aſſured me, 
that I ſhall do myſeif juſtice, if I have a mind o it. Then 
walking away, the deceaſed came up to me, and faid, that 
the priſoner had challenged him before the whole quarter-deck, 
and told him, that if he did not do him juſtice, he would poſt 
him for a coward. I afſured him ] was ſorry for it, and again 
begged of him to ſign the paper, that the difference might be 
ended. 

Between two and three O clock, the prifoner came to 
me again upon the quarter-deck, and proteſted that he would 
00 himfelf Juſtice, let the conſequence be what it would. 

Why to-morrow is Sunday, ſays I, and I hope you will not 
do it then. To which he anſwered, do you take me for a 
child ? To-morrow is my birch-day, I ſhall then be thirty 
years old, and perhaps it may de the day of my death; 
J have but one life to loſe. - I told him, that if 1 ſhould pre- 
vail with the deceaſed to fign the paper, I hoped it would put 
an end to the matter. Perhaps it may, ſays he, and perhaps 


it may not, it is as he will. I afterwards went to the deceaſed, 


and endeavoured to perſuade him to ſign the paper, and thereby 
prevent the miſchief that might otherwiſe enfue; but, ſays he, 
you ſpend your breath in vain, for it is not conſiſtent with 
my honour to ſign it, becauſe it would be to ſign myſelf a 
coward.; nor am I to be huffed and bullied into a compliance, 
My principles are as honeſt as any man's, and I have no in- 
tention to wrong Mr. Ely, but to pay him as ſoon as I am 
able, and I had ſigned the paper before now, if he had 
not ufed me in ſuch a manner; but now I will never forgive 
him, nor drink, nor ſit in company with him. The next 
morning I was called up about fix. o'clock, and found the. de · 

ceaſed lying dead on the quarter-deck; he had Prog | 
wounds, one of which was over the left pap, paſſing through 
the left lobe of the lungs, and coming out under the arm- pit, | 
which ] judge to be the caufe of his death. The priſoner 
Was brought on board about half an hour after, and I dreſſed 
a wound that he had received; and on Saturday the 10th of 
October following, he told me that the captain might have 8 
prevented what had happened. - The priſoner was a man that 
- behaved himſelf very well, and was not given to quarrel, He 
was intimate with, and very ſerviceable to the deceaſed, who 
ufed to jangle with the officers, and once he threatened to cane 
me when he met me on ſhore; but I told him that he ſhould | 
not lerve m as he had ſerved e Clark. 


* ; 
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Daniel Clark, midſhipman. heard the deceaſed ſzy to the 
priſoner, what is the matter that you are ſo haſty to have the 


paper figned ? I do not deny ſigning it, but another time will 
do as well. The. priſoner anſwered, I will not be made a 
property of. And then one, but I know not which of them, 


challenged the other; after which the deceaſed ſaid, the boat 
is now hoiſting out, and I will go aſhore with you directly. 


But the priſoner replied, No, you are my officer now, but if 


you do not fee me, I will poſt you; for you will talk and 
chatter, and that is all you can do. In a little time the de- 
ceaſed bade the priſoner go look after the ſick men, and he 


anſwered, you are not = captain now, for captain Boyle is 
In the evening the priſoner told Mr. 


come on board again. 
Young, the maſter's firſt mate, that the captain had given 
him leave for the boat in the morning. 1. 


WES 8 3 £ k t * 
Ardrew iu hittin, The priſoner, on the 27th of Septems” 


ber, came on the quarter- deck, went into the maſter's cabs 


| bin, and fe:ched me a can of flip. He then went to the 


cabbin-door of the deceaſed, and having juſt opened it, ſaid 
ſomething to him, and about half an hour after five the boat 


was lowered and manned for him. He gave his ſword to the 
coxſwain, bid him take as much care of it as he would of his 


blood, and followed him into the boat, and put off directly. 


The deceaſed came immediately to me, and aſked me who 


was gone aſhore ? I told him, and he replied, that he would 
be with him preſently ; his coxſwain returned with the boat, 


and told the deceaſed, that the priſoner gave his ſervice to 
him, and deſired him to make haſte, for it was very cold. 


I may be there time enough to his coſt, ſaid the deceaſed, 
and thereupon ſtepped into the boat and put off, and in a 


quarter of an hour the boat was brought back with Mr. Big- 


nell lying in it dead; the boat was again ordered aſhore to 
fetch the priſoner on board. I went in it with Mr. Weſton, 


the ſecond lieutenant, and when we came to the priſoner, he 


freely ſurrendered himſelf. He afterwards told me, that he 


was put upon it by a certain perſon, and pointed to Mr. 
Weſton's cabbin-door, who he ſaid was a rogue, or elſe he 


had not done it. | 2 

James Naves, the coxſwain. I was called up about five in 
the morning to man the boat, which I did; the priſoner came 
into it, and bid me put him aſhore on a very ſmall iſland, which 
the ſhip lay againſt. As ſoon as he was landed, he ordered 


me to return and give his ſervice to the dectaſed, and tell him, 
it was a very cold morning, and he could not wait long. 


When I came on board, 1 found the deceaſed walking on the 
Noe. 1, FB een 
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8 deck, and delivered my meſſage to him; he replied 
1 may be aſhore by and by to his forrow, and then gave me a 
pair of piſtols wrapped up in red bays, to carry into the boat, 
which I did; he preſently followed, and bid me row him to 
the place where the priſoner was. When we came to land, 

the deceaſed unbuttoned his waiſtcoat, and deſired me to 8 
ſerve that he was naked breaſted. He ordered the boat's crew 
to ſtay in the boat, and me to ſollow bim with the piſtols. 


a As ſoon as we came up to the priſoner, he ſhook him by the- 


hand, and aſked bim what he wanted with him; I did not 
hear the priſoner anfwer, but the deceafed replied, we ſhall 
decide this matter preſently, and then gave him ſome piſtol- 
cartridges, bidding him take his choice of the piſtols ; there- 
upon the deceaſed came to my right. ſide; and the prifoner to 
my left; in order, as I thought, to take the piſtols from me. 
The priſoner's ſword was in his left hand, in the ſcabbard, 
and the deceaſed ſtooping, though I know not on what oc-- 
caſion, the priſoner drew his ſword, and ſtruck him with it 
two or three times on the head, upon which the deceaſed 
leaped from him to draw, but before he could do it, the pri- 
foner run him into the belly, and the left breaſt, over the left 
Pap. The deceaſed having got out his ſword, made two or 
three paſſes at the priſoner, "but the ſword faltered i in his hand, 
and the priſoner continued puſhing at him till he fell with his 
legs under him. T's was all done in about thre: minutes, 
and then I called the boat's crew to take care of the deceaſed, 
who ſaid, when they took hold of him, this villain hath killed 
me before I drew my ſword; ſo he expired immediately. 
That the priſoner ſtruck the deceaſed over the head, and 
ſtabbed him two or three times before he could draw; that 
the deceaſed ſaid, the villain hath killed me before I drew my 
fword, and the moſt material particulzrs of the laſt depoſition, 
ve re confirmed by John Burd, William Baker, and John 
Slade, they being the men, who, with the foregoing witneſs, 
James Naves, rowed the priſoner and the deceaſed aſhore, and 
law all that paſſed. 

Mr. Cannon, the ſurgeon, being called again, ee that 
the deceatcd had no wound in his belly. | 1 


| The run, Defence. 

| George un hun, the ſecond Heutenzht: 1 heard the deceaſit E 

challenge the priſoner, and tell him, if he loved fighting, he 
would give him enough of it; to which the prifoner anſwered, 

3 Ov if ever Fane, it ſhall be on the right fide of the 


hedge: | 


— — 


EDWARD ELY, for MURDER 11 
hedge you are my officer.” The priſoner aſſured the 
captain (when he got leave for the boat) that the deceaſed and 


himſelf were friends, and that he was only going aſhore for 
his health. When I went to fetch the priſoner off from the 


iſland, he readily ſurrendered himſelf, and gave me his ſword 
and the piſtol cartridges, and told me, that the deceaſed had 


| foit in his face, and called him villain. When the deceaſed 
was at Sheerneſs, the priſoner lent him money to go to Lon- 


don with. —— The deceaſed was foul-mouthed and quarrel- 
ſome, and the priſoner was very good - humoured, and hath 


made up ſeveral quarrels. It was my ſword that he killed the 


deceaſed with, for, in coming up the ſcuttle, I bent the point 
of it, and gave it the armourer to ſtreight:n, but without any 
view of fighting ; 'and the armourer let the priſoner have it 
without my knowledge. 1 


George Young, The priſoner came upon the quarter-deck, To 


told me, that he had got leave to take the boat in the morning, 
and defired me to call him at four o'clock ; I aſked him where 
he was going, he anſwered, on ſhore for his health,. and that, 


when he returned, he would give me part of a bottle of wine, 


zit being his birth-day.. 


* 


MI. Symmendt. The quarrel, bewixt the priſoner and the 
deceaſed, was about a prize that was taken on the coaſt of 


Scotland, bound from Rott:rdam to the Ile of Man. The 
captain having received a letter concerning the affair, he be- 
lieved it would not be condemned as a prize. The deceaſed 
thereupon offered to ſell his ſhare of it for two guineas, which 
the priſoner agreed to give him; but, upon his deſiring 
che deceaſed to aſſign it over to him, he refuſed, and called the 


priſoner all the ill names imaginable —— The deceaſed was as 


foul-mouthed a fellow as ever God put guts into. He was 
very abufive to captain Boyle, to his friends that fed and cloath- 


ed him, and in ſhort to every body elſe. He not only bor- 


rowed the priſoner's money, but wore his ſhirts too, and in- 
gratiated himſelf with the ſailors, in order to ſet them againſt 
their officers.  _ | | CE. 
Richard Ghamb:rlain. The deceaſed was ſecond lieutenant 
on board the Gibraltar, for ſixteen months, when I was firſt 
lieutenant of the ſame fhip, there he affronted and abuſed me, 
ſtruck and kicked me fo, that I was forced to get a diſcharge. 
Francis Davis. I heard the deceaſed challenge the priſoner, + 
wy anſwered, I know better than ta fight my ſuperioar 
officer, Eb SS 


Richard Armſtrong, the armourer. Mr. Weſton brought 


me a {word to ftreighten, and I, having made a little dent in 


— 
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doing it, took my file to ſmooth it, but did not ſharpen it, 
and that was the ſword the priſoner did the fact with. 

Mr. Hunt. I viewed the body of the deceaſed twice, and 
| diſcovered about eighteen wounds, but none in the belly ; that 

en the left breaſt was mortal. The priſoner had two wounds, 

one of which was three inches and a half deep, and the other 
four inches, made by a ſword. If the deceaſed hid received 
the wound in the breaſt firſt, 'T believe he could not have ſtood 
to have received the others afterwards 3 : but. he might have 
made ſome refiſtance. 

Mr. Tackſon and Mr. Pool depoſed, that the deceaſed had 
the character of a foul-mouthed, malicious, quarrelſome per- 
ſon, and they, and four or five other gentlemen, gaye a 8804 
character of the priſoner. 

The court having ſummed up the evidence on both ſides, 
the jury found the priſoner guilty of the indictment, and ſen- 
tence of death was pronounced accordingly. 

Edward Ely was born in Bloomibury, London. His fa- 
ther being a gentleman of a conſiderable eſtate, gave him (and 
his other. children) a gentee] education, and. put him appren- 
| tice to Mr. Gibſon, a noted ſurgeon 1 in Ludgate · ſtreet. He 
Went to ſea in quality of ſurgeon's mate, while he was very 

young ; ; but ſoon returned home, and continued in England 
Nine or ten years, About the time of the battle of Glench- hill, 
when the marquis of Huntley, and the lord Tullibardine, Dore | 
in arms in Scotland, he was in one of the ſeven ſhips that lay 
to oppoſe the rebels, and cut them off, from their proviſions | 
laid p in the garriſons on the ſea-· hore. 
W ühile he was under condemnation, he frequently ſpoke of 

the friendſhip that was betwixt himfelf_ and the deceaſed, be- 
fore their unfortunate quarrel, He faid, that be had uſed the 
Heutenant like a brother, that he lent him ten out eas, and his 
beſt linen, when he went to London, to make his application 
to the lord high admiral for preferment, and that though ey 
quarrelled about 'two guineas, yet he never took a not: of 
Mr. Bignell, for what he Jeht. him. That they were hardly 
ever ſeparate, but kept the ſame company, and when on ſhore, 
were almoſt continu-Ily ſhooting or hunting together; 3 their 
firſt acquaintance Having been occaſioned by ſuch kind of 
ſport. : 

His behaviour did not appear 8 with the melan- 
choly circumſtances he lay under. He ſhe wed a great regret 
For Bis offence: © | 

He complained much of a ſea-faring life. He was ſerious 
and compoſed, and conſtantly attended the a prayers, and 

ſometimes 


THOMAS ELMES, for RonpeRyY. In 
fometimes deſired the ordinary (T. Purney) to pray with him 
in private. A few days before the execution, he ſaid he was 
out of love with the world, and well fatished to die in expec-· | 
tation of eternal life. 

He was executed at Tyburn, on Wedneſday, February 8, 
1720, in the thirty -ſecond year of his age, ; 


WT 


— — 


THOMAS ELMES, for a — Dec. 1720. 


HO MAS EI NVE was indicted for aſſaulting Wil 
liam Halliwell, on the highway, putting Him! in fear, 5 


g and taking from him 08, OR. 10, 1720. 


V. Halliwell. As I Was going by the Savoy, in the duſk 
of the evening, the priſoner took hold of me, puſhed me un- 
der the Savoy gateway, and ſwore he wanted money, and if 
1 ſpoke a ward, or made any reſiſtance, he would ſtick me to 


the h art. 1 gave him half a crown, but that would not ſa- 
| tisfy him, he ſwore he would have more, or he would mob 

me; ; and he held me ſo faſt by the throat, that I could not 
cry out: I beckoned however to two ſoldiers, but they 


would not come to my aſſiſtance, and ſo at laſt I gave the pri- 
ſoner the reſt of my money, which was 78. 6d. more; he then 


I ſwearing, that if he ſhould find 1 knew bim, I ſhould be 
murdered within three days; he and the other two foldiers 


went away together i into the Savoy 

Court. Are you ſure the priſoner is the man?: 

Halliwell. Yes, I am poſitive of it; for he held me ſo long, 
that T had an * of taking particular notice of him, 
and [ then remembered 1 had 211 5 once before run out of 
Chancery- lane into the Temple, with a mob after him, who 
ſaid he had robbed ſomebody in Lincoln's-Inn- fields. I took * 
him in St. Paul's church about three weeks ago, and carrying 


N him before the juſtice, he there owned he had the money of 


me, but ſaid, that ] lent it him. 

John Pgrker. I aſſiſted in taking the priſoner, and heard 
him own, that he bad the proſecutor's money, but ſaid, the 
pr oſecutor lent it him, and promiſed to lend him 30 8. more. 


Coppinzer Cole. When the priſoner was in cuſtody in Foſter= _ 
lane, he endeavoured to eſcape, and ſwore we ſhould not 


keep bim without an officer. He owned, that he was not ac- 


quainted with the proſecutor, and yet laid, eee ED 


Fd lent him 408. 15 
41 29-6 


Fons BUTLER, for Rovyeny, 
Priſener. I happened to ffee the proſecutor in the act of ſo- 


domy, and as ſoon as he ſaw me, he ran away; I met him af- 


terwards, and took him to an alehouſe, and thire he gave me 
half a crown. I met him 2gain after that, and he gave me 


more money, and promiſed, if | would meet him in St. Paul's, 


he would lend me 4s. but, inſtead of that, he took me up 
for this robbery. 

Court. Have you any witneſſes to prove this? 

Priſaner. No. 

Court. Sure, if he was with you in a public-houſe, you 
might. at leaft have brought ſomebody that ſaw you in compa- 
BY together. Have you any to your character? 

Prifoner. No, 1 have no foul to ſpeak for me. 

Tue jury found him guilty, and he received ſentence of 
death; but was afterwards reprieved. 6 


b is not the only inftance we ſhall meet "with in the 
b of theſe trials, of a villain's. endeavouring to « ſcaps 
| juſtice, dy charging his proſecutor with this deteſtable crime. 
As great an offence as it is to rob a man of his money, it 
appears but a trifle when compared with. that of TONY de- 
priving” him of his reputation. | 

9 Good name in man or woman, 
4 js the immediate jewel of our ſouls: A thing : 
Who fleals my purſe, ſteals traſh ; *tis ſomethine, no- 

«© *T was mine, tis his; and has bees flave to thouſands ! 
__ «© But he that filches from me my good name, 

< Robs me of that which not enriches bim, 
| pf And makes me poor indeed. 


THOMAS BUTLER, for a Rob RERY, Jan. 1720. 
HOMAS BUTLE R, alias Becket, Eſq; was in» 
difted for aſſaul:ing Sir Juſtinian Iſham, on the high- 

way, ing him in fear, and taking from him a gold watch, 
a filk night-gcn, and ſix holland ſhirts, January 12, 1218-19. 
re was a fecond time indicted for aſſaulting John Whit- 


2 e, on the highway, putting him in fear, and taking from 
bim a filver watch, a ſword, and eight guineas, the goods and 


money «of John W hitacre, and 141. 8s. 6d, che money of | 


Edward —— January 12, 8 * | 1 
Ir. 


Orurkro! in sun Rrerran. = 
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Mr. ND pitacre. As I was travelling with Sir Juſtinian Iſh- 


am, we were attacked by three men on the road near Dunſta- 


ble, in Hertfordſhire. One of them took Sir Juſtinian out of 
his chariot, and another (which I believe was the priſoner) 
took me out; they demanded our money, and I gave them 


what I had about me. I had hid my watch under the ſeat of 
the chariot, but the priſoner ſearched till he found it. From 
Sir Juſtinian they took his pocket-book, and then were going 
to break open his trunk, but I gave them the key; they un- 
locked it, and took out a gold watch, a fk night-gown, fix 


ſhirts, a ſilver hilted ſword, and 141. in money. When the 


priſoner was taken, he confelled. that he had Sir Fuſtinian” 8 


gold watch atid nizht-gown,' and my watch and ring, for his 


ſhare of th- booty, and that he kept the gown for his own 


wearing, —T his is the ſame gown: it was found i in his lodg- 


in 


The Pri ſoner's Landlady. Tbe priſoner lodged at my houſe 


near Red-lion-ſquare, in Holborn. He went by the name of 
*$quir: Becket. He wore black velvet; laeed rallies; and 


every thing elſe anſwerable. : 
ohn Ofzord, About half a year after the robbery, I re-. 


ceived a letter from the proſecutor to enquire after the priſon- 
er, and when he was taken, he confeſſed to me all the part- 
culars of the robbery, and that it was committed by himſelf 
and Zack —, who went for his footman, and is now in Ire- 


land, and — Smith, who has ſince been executed at Maid-- 
ſtone. He told me it ſignified nothing to conceal any thing, 


for he ſhould be mide an evidence. 
The jury found him guilty of both inditments,”. Death, 


When Butler was under condemnation, 15 gave the fol- 
lowing account of himſelf, - IS 
I am now about forty-two years old. I was born in Irelagd. : 
My father was an officer there in king James's army, and L 
At the time of the rebellion in 
Scotland, I was ſent to Paris to affiſt a perſon of honour, by 


followed him to France.— 


making myſelf a ſpy in the late duke of Ormond's family; for 


which ſervice I was for ſome time afterwards allowed twenty 
pounds a year from his majeſty. But by this ] loſt the favour - 
of my friends and relations, who eſpouſed a different intereſt. * 
From Paris I went into Holland, in hopes of improving my 


fortune, but, inſtead of that, I ſpent moſt of the little money 
I carried with me, and then came to England. 


And here I commenced highwayman. I and my man Tack | 
committed a vaſt number of robberies in Kent and Eflex. 1 
| | | always 
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always affected to live generouſly upon what we got with (6 
much hazard. T hired lodgings genteelly furniſhed, ſometimes 


in London, and ſemetimes in a conſiderable country-town. 


My dreſs was commonly rich, I never wanted good horſes, 
and at proper times ny companion Jack wore a livery, and 


attended me in quality of a footman; and thus wherever 3 


I once robbed a 


came, I appeared as a man of fortune. 


* gentleman of a medal; and a valuable picture, which are the 
only rhings J with had been reſtored to the owner; but the 
rn I loſt, and the medal I preſented to a lady in Ireland. 


t has been reported that J have bad eight wives; but the re- 
port is entirely falſe, for I was never lawfully wafrried to one. 


I profeſs myſelf a member of the church of Rome; but I have 
Aways been a faithful ſubject to his preſent majeſty, and have 
received. ſeveral wounds in his ſervice. 


To this account the ordinary adds, that. he appeared peni- 


tent, and received the ſacrament from one of his own perſua- 


fion, and apprehends, that though he ſaid he was never law- 
fully marri:d, yet he might have been married according to 
8 rites of the church of England, but, being a Roman catho- 
lics, did not-effeem. ſuch marriages lawful, 

We ſhall ſeldom hear of a highwayman who has lived a life 
of ſo much apparent gaiety as Butler did, and yet ic ended in an 
infamous death at e on Wedneſday Feb. by 3 


a 83 i 
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WILLIAM SIS GOT, THOMAS PHILLIPS, 
alias CROSS, WILLIAM BURROUGHS, and 
WI LLIAM HEAT ER, for ROBBERIES, Se. Jan. 
1720. 


5 T* ERE aki been wed bills found by the grand; jury 


againſt William Spizgot, and Thomas Phillips, for 
robberies on the highway, they were brought to the bar to be 


. orraigned, when they both declared, that they would not 


Plead, till the court had ordered the horſes, furniture, money, 
and other things (which were taken from them, when they 
were apprehended) to be returned. The court informed 
them, that what they defired was more than could be granted; 
and, for their ſatisfaction, ordered the clerk to read the follow- 
ing clauſe in an act made in the fourth and fifth of King Wil- 
lam and Queen Mary, entitled, An act for encouraging : 
the apprehending of highwaymen.” | 

Andi it. is hereby further enacted, That all and every 


5 22 or perſons, who ſhall _ apprehend, proſecute, or 


commit 


\ . 


— 
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commit ſuck robber or robbers, as aforeſaid; as a farther re- 


ward, - ſhall bave and enjoy to his and their proper uſe and be- 


| hoof, the horſe, furniture, and arms, money and other goods 


of the ſaid robber or robbers, that ſhall be taken with him or 
Andi their majeſties right or title, bodies politic or corpo- 
rate, or the right or title thereunto of the lord of any manor, 
liberty or fratichiſe, or of him or theni, lending or letting the 
ſame to hire, to any ſuch robber or robbers, in any wiſe not- 


+ 


' withſtanding, 


«© Provided. always, | That this clauſe, ot any thing therein 


contained, ſhall not be conſtrued to extend to take away the 


right of any perſon or perſons to ſuch horſes, furniture, and 
arms, money and goods, from whom the ſame were before 
feloniouſly taken.... n 
But notwithſtanding this, the priſoners ſtill refuſed to plead, 
and the court (having in vain acquainted them with the ill 


9 


effects of their refuſal, and endeavoured to diſſuade them from 


their obſtinacy) gave orders, that the judgment ſhould be 
read, which the law has appointed to be executed upon ſuch 
priſoners, as ſhall ſtand mute, or refuſe to plead to their in- 


dictment. The judgment was to the following effect: 


„That the priſoner ſhall be ſent to the priſon) from whence 
he came, and put into a mean room, ſtopped from the light, 

and ſhall there be laid on the bare ground, without any litter, 
ſtraw, or other covering, and without any garment about him, 
except ſomething to hide his privy members. He ſhall lie ups 

on his back, bis head ſhall be covered, and his feet ſhall be 
bare. One of his arms ſhall be drawn with a cord to the ſide. . 
of the room, and the other arm to the other ſide; and his 


legs ſhall be ſerved in the like manner. Then there ſhall. be 


laid upon his body, as much iron or ſtone, as he can bear, and 
more. And the firſt day after he ſhall have three morſels of 
barley bread, without any drink; and the ſecond day, he ſhall 
be allowed to drink as much as he can, at three times, of the 
water that is next the priſon door, except running water, 
without any-bread ; and this ſhall be his diet till he dies: and 
he, againſt whom this judgment ſhall be given, forfeits his 
goods. rogtFing * % 5 nies het 3s 
This having no effect on the priſoners, the executioner (as 


s uſual in fuch caſes) was ordered to tie their thumbs together, 


* By a late act of parlament, this e auſe is repealed, and he or ſn - who 


Mall heresfter refuſe to plead to their jndictment, ſhaliſbe deemed guilty of the - 


offence for which they-are indieted, and judgment thai be patſed gccormngly. 
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and draw the cord as tight as he was able; which was imme- 


diately done: but neither this, nor all the admonitions of the 


court, being ſufficient to bring them to plead, they were ſen- 
tenced to be preſſed to death. 1 | 
Purſa ant to this judgment, they were carried back to New- 
gate. As ſoon as they entered the preſs- room, Phillips deſi- 
red, that he might return to the bar and plead: but Spiggot 
continuing obſſ inate, was put under the preſs. He bore three 
hundred and fifty pounds weight for half an hour, but then 
fifty more being added, he begged that he might be carried 
back to plead, which favour was granted, „„ 
William Spiggot, and Thomas Phillips, were indicted for aſ- 


faulting John Watkins, on the high-way, putting him in fear, 


and taking from him a ſilver watch, a Holland gown, a pair 

of ſtays, a ſcarlet riding- hood, and ſeveral other goods, to the 

value of 200 l. and 3 J. in money, November 12, 1720. 
They were a fecond time indicted with William Heater, 


they for aflaylting John Turner on the highway, putting 


him in fear, and taking from him five guineas, the money of 
the ſaid John Turner, and a box, a gold watch, twelve Hol- 
land ſbirts, two pair of laced ruffles, four turnovers, two cam- 
bric boſome, two pair of fockings; a hat, a perriwig, and twelve 
guineas, the goods and money of Neal Sheldon, Eſq; on 
the firſt day of November laſt; and William Heater, as ac- 


ceſſary in barbouring them, and receiving the ſaid goods, 


knowing them to be ſtolen. | | 
| | | Firfl Iudict ment. 5 8 

John Watkins. As I was going to Monmouth, with my 

pack-horſes, between Brentford, and Smallberry-green, I ob- 

rved that Phillips followed and watched me; and, when I 


- 


came to Biſhopſgrove, on Hounſlow-heath, Spiggot, Phillips, 


and. another rode up' to me, clapped a piſtol to my breaſt, 


bade me ftand, took five pounds and my. watch from me; 


and ſwore, if T would not tell him which horſe the money 
was on, he would kill them all. As for Phillips, he ſtopped 
the Oſtler, who was with me, and took one of the pack- 
horfes, with the goods, while the other perſon ſecutred my 
man. I loſt above two hundred pounds iti all. 1am cer- 
tain that the priſoners, Phillips and Spiggot, were two of 
the three that robbed me. I knew Spiggot a great many 
years ago, and had feen him in Monmouth jail. N 
2 . Second Indiftment, - 


. 


| 2 = Jobs Turner, I was robbed near Tyburn, on the firſt of 


November, by five men, who were diſguiſed with maſks. 
IE | Four 
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Four of them were on horſeback, and the other was on foot. 
They took Mr. Sheldon's box out of the waggon, and car» 
ried it away, and I following them, they knocked me down, 
and went into my waggon again, but took nothing more out 
of it; but however, one of them being on foot, they took 
my mare away, and ſo they all rode off. 

Mr. Sheldon. Intending to leave Buckinghamſhire, and 
thinking my. portmanteau too heavy for my man to carry be- 
hind him, I ſent it up with John Turner, the Wendover car- 
Tier. The wig, which I have now in my hand, was part af 
the goods that were in the box, (or portmanteau) which I de- 
livered to Mr. Turner. 

Mr. Bryan. 1 went with Mr. Merrit, to ſearch Spiggot's 


| lodgings, and there found the wig that Mr. Sheldon has now 
produced. 


Mr. Merrit. We found that and mt 0 her tige ſome 
of which were taken out of the Portſmouth waggon, and 


others were taken from perſons that were robbed under * 
burn. 


5 Eduard Plummer. 1 know this to be dire Sheldon 8 wig, | 


I altered it for him. 


Jobn Merrit again. Mr. Watkins came to me, and ſaid, 
he was ruined, for three highwaymen had robbed him on 
Hounſlow-beath, having taken away his money, his watch, 
his goods, and a pack-horſe. Upon this, I made enquiry afe 
ter the priſoners, and finding where they had hired horſes, 1 


deſired the perſon to ſtop them, or give me notice if they came 


to hire any more, and I would reward him, I dogged Wil- 
liam Heater, with the horſes from Finſbury, to the George 
in Long-acre, and thence to Mr. Rowlet's, in the Broad- 


way, : Weſtminſter, where he ſet them up. I and ſome others 
placed ourſelves a while in a houſe, oppoſite to the inn;; but, 


after a little conſultation, believing that the inn- Keeper, Mr. 
Rowlet, was an honeſt man, we went over and acquainted 
bim with our buſineſs. He told us, that we ſhould not only 


be welcome to fit up in his houſe to watch, but that he would 
affiſt us, which he did. And, about ten o'clock next morn- 


ing, Spiggot, Phillips, and Joſeph Lindſey came, and went 
into the ſtables, where, after a ſtrong reſiſtance, we took 


them all. 


John Roto let. I followed Spiggot i into the ſtable, kicked up 
his heels, and ſcuffled with him for near half an hour. He ſhot 


me through the left ſhoulder, and got me down ; but others 


coming to help me, they took him off, and nnn 5 


me bs ſword and ſaid he had done. 


C2 s | | f Mr. 
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Mr. Bryan again. 1 went with Mr. Merrit, to Finſbury, 
and from thence we dogged William Heater, with the horſes, 
to Weſtminſter, Phillips flaſhed a piſtol at me, in the ſtable, 
but it did not go off, I was then knocked down, and getting 
up again, I ſaw Mr. Rowlet was ſtruggling on the ground with 
Spiggot, and had been wounded by him. Spiggot's ſword was 
half drawn. I drew it quite, aud made a thruſt at him; but 
unluckily miſt my aim, and run it into a butcher's leg. Spig- 
got ſwore, that he would kill a thouſand, before he would be 
taken. 
- Mr. Hill, the conſtable. Mr. Merrit came to me, with the 
recorder's warrant, and I went with him to Mr. Burton's, and 
then croſſed over to Mr. Rowlet's. Lindſey (Who is made an 
evidence) came in there about eight in the morning, and ſome 
of our company were for ſecuring him firſt; but others were 
of opinion, that it might prevent © their taking the others, and 
ſo we agreed to ſtay till we could meet with them all three to- 
gether, which proved to be about ten o' clock the fame mor n- 
ing. They all went into the ſtable, and we followed them. 
Phillips ſnapped at me with a muſquetoon, loaded with three 
bullets 3 but it only flaſhed in the pan. 
Murrel, a boy. I was one of them that dogged Hea- 
. ter z he went from Finſbury to Long-acre, with two horſes, 
7.88 | and from thence he took another, and had them all three to- 
| | gether to Weſtminſter. 

Jun Pritchard, Mr. Merrit ſhewed me the recorder? s war- 
| rant. I went with him to apprehend: the priſoner” 8. Phillips 
AN -ſnapped a piſtol at us, but it did not go off. We afterwards 
8 took a blunderbuſs from him. Spigg ot fired two piſtols, and 
5 wounded Mr. Rowlet. 
| | James Leaton. Spiggot, Phillips, and Lindſey came to take 
Ul | horſe at Weſtminſter, and Heater came with them. Phi. lips 

in ſnapped a piſtol. but Lindſey ſurrendered himſelf to me. 
ot . Foſeph Lindſey. Spiggot, Phillips, Coltis, Tyſon, and I 
00 | committed this robbery, Heater uſed to hire horſes, and car- 

ry them backward and forward for us. He received ſome 
buttons and mohair, which he knew to be Rolen ; ; but they | 
are not mentioned in this indictment. | 

- Richard Button, Spiggot bought a horſe of me, and Heater 

was with him then, and ſaid, that he was his ſervant ; but 
' when they were taken, he denied he belonged to them. 

Anthony Mierrit. Hunter ſeveral times has had Phillips“ s horſe 
Ki | to look after, and uſed to fetch ſacks, and put them under 
9 | tte ſaddles, and have the ore fold you his houſe,” 


ee 


iog their horſes. 


fact. 


8PIGGOT, PHILLIPS; &. for Ronnl5, 27 
' Spiggot and Phillips had nothing material to ſay in their own 


A but they both declared, that Heater was innocent of 


the. matter, and acted only as a porter in fetching and carry 
There not being ſufficient evidence to convict Heater, he 
was acquitted ; the jury found the 29270 two ines guilty 


| of bath indictments. 8 


William Spiggot was a third time ;ndivted » with William 
Burroughs, for aſſaulting Charles Sybbald, on the high-way, 85 
putting him in fear, and taking from him fifteen en and 
ten ſhillings, on the 25th of Auguſt laſt. 

Joſeph Lindſe ey. About laſt Bartholomew-tides I and the 
priſoners met Mr. Sybbald and his man upon Finchley- 


common; one of them was on a white horſe, and the other 
on a grey: we ſtopped them, and Spiggot took a purſe from 


the proſecutor, with fifteen guineas in it, as I am ſince in- 
formed, though he let me know but of ſix and a half, ſo het 


he ſunk the reſt. 


| Charles Sybbald. On the 2 ach of Auguſt, I. and my man 


were aſſaulted on Finchiey-common; by three men on horſe- 
back; one of them ſecured my ſervant, and the two other 
came up to me, one on each ſide, and preſenting their piſtols 


made me diſmount; when Lindſey taking my horſe's bridle off, 


turned him looſe, and the other two rifled me, one beginning 
at my head, and the other about my middle, and fo ſearched 
downward z J loſt fifteen guineas, ſome ſilver, and ſome 
writings. They were tall men, and like the priſoners, but 1 


cannot ſwear poſitively to either of them, but 1 had a plain 
view of Lindſey, and remember his voice. One of the 


'others, whom I take to be Burroughs, had a long -wig on, 
with the ends of it in his mouth; and the third, who I be- 
lieve, though I cannot be certain, was Spiggot, waa m 


cape of his coat buttoned up about his chin. 
The priſoners denied that they knew any thing of the 


—— Burroughs, brother to William Burroughs, the 


priſoner. Lindſey's wife came and told me, that my 
brother had been in the country -with her huſband, and was 
returned to town raving mad. S0 I took him home to my 
mother's for a fortnight, and was forced to have men to ſit up 
with him, and at laſt I got him into Bedlam, where he has 


been ever ſince my lord- mayor day. 


The j Jury found them both pony.” Death, 
| But 


* 
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But it afterwards appearing that Burroughs was  Tunatic,. be 
obtained his majeſty” $ pardon. borer? 


Thomas Croſs, alias Phillips, was 33 years old, when 
be made bis exit at Tyburn. He was born at Briſtol, was 


never taught to write or read, nor put apprentice, but went 


to ſea when very young. He ſerved in the war againſt 
France, and was in the 3 man of war, when admiral 
Byng attacked the Spaniſh fleet in the Mediterranean, after 
which they took three Spaniſh ſhips in the mouth of 


Cales. - 16910 


He was the moſt . rogue that ever ſtretched a 


halter. He took a particular pride in recounting his villanies: 
he ſwore, that once about ten o clock at night, he and Spig- 
got robbed a hundred paſſengers, whom they took out of ſe- 
veral Waggons, and having bound them, ſet them all a- row 


in the road. By no means would he mind any thing that the 


Ordinary of Newgate. ſaid to him, but would ſwear and 


_ eurſe while the others were at prayers, and ſing a reprobate 


ballad, when the reſt, poor ſouls] were humming over a pe- 


nitential ſtave of Sternhold and Hopkins. He would not 


willingly ſuffer any body that was near him to read or pray, 


or even look erious, and eſpecially towards the laſt; for, as 
then the reſt of the priſpners grew more devout, he grew more 


wieked: ſometimes he would ridicule them in the midſt of 
their duty, and at other times, without any provocation, 


would fall into violent paſſions, beating ſome, and kicking 


others, up and down the condemned-hald, and venting the 
moſt horrible expreſſions imaginable. In fine, he grew ſo 
inſufferably outrageous, that the reſt of the priſoners _ 
mouſly-defired that be might be removed what them. 
continued ↄbſtinate to the laſt, and yet, when 


in no doubt of going to Heaven. 


William Sdiegot was 29 years old at the time of kis FRY 


He was born at Hereford, in- which city bis father was an 
oftler, and he himſelf was put apprentice to a cabinet- maker. 
He faid, that he ſerved his ſeven years faithfully, and came 


out of his time about eigbt years ago, though he had been 
marriedabove ten years, and had three children living, bis eldeſt 


daughter being between ſe / en and eight years old, and his fon 


about ſix. 
Before he was put into the preſs, the Ordinary of New- 


gate endeavoured to diſſuade him from haſtening . 
Os in cat 


e * * — | 
the galloyys, declared, that he did not fear 1 die, for he Was 


s in, „ ' on 
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take his trial. 
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death in ſuch a manner, and thereby depriving himſelf of 
that time which the law allowed him to repent in: to which 


he only anſwered, if you come to take care of my ſoul, 1 
ſhall regard you, but if you come about my body, 1 muſt 


deſire to be excuſed, for I cannot hear one word. At the 
next viſit the chaplain found him lying in the vault, upon the | 
bare ground, with 350 pounds weight upon his breaſt, and 
then prayed by him, and at ſeveral times aſked him why he 


would hazard his ſoul by ſuch obſtinate kind of ſelf- murder. 


But all the anſwer that he made was, pray for me, pray for 
me. He ſometimes lay ' ſilent under the preſſure, as if in- 
ſenſible of pain, and then again would fetch his breath very 


quick and ſhort, Several times he complained that they had 


laid a cruel weight upon his face, though it was covered with 


nothing but a thin cloth, which was afterwardsT-moved, and 


laid more light and hollow; yet he ſtill complaned of the 
prodigious weight upon his face, which might be caufed by 
the blood's being forced up thither, and prefling the veins 
' violently as if the force had been. externally on his 
ace. FE | | . 

When he had remained half an hour under this load, and 
fifty pounds weight more laid on, being in all four hundred, 
he told thoſe that attended him he would plead. q 
Immediately the weights were at once taken off, the cords 
cut aſunder, he was raiſed up by two men, ſome brandy was 
put into his mouth to revive him, and he was carried to 


He was very faint, and almoſt ſpeechleſs for two days, and 


. then he ſeemed to recover ſtrength for a little time, but after- 


wards he grew worſe, and deſired to receive the ſacrament, 
as thinking he ſhould hardly live until execution- day But 
before that time came, he again recovered ſtrength, and 
_ he conſtantly attended the. prayers in the chapel twice a 
ay. „ 1 
The reaſons he gave for enduring the preſs were, that his 
effects might be preſerved for the good of his family, that 


none might reproach his children by telling them their father 
was hanged, and that Joſeph Lindſey might not triumph in 
ſaying, be had ſent him to T n, He ſcetned.t0 | 
incenſed againſt this Lindſey, for, Tays he, I was once 

| wounded, and in danger of my life, by reſcuing bim when 


vburn,, He ſeemed.to be much 


14 


be was near being taken, and yet he afterwards made himſelf 
an evidence againſt me, „%% DEA ms, 
Sp:ggot would ſometimes wiſh he had died in the preſs, for 


He ſaid, that before he was taken out, he was fallen into a 


kind 


I JOHN THOMPSON, for FeLoNy. 


kind of lumber, and had: hardly- any ſenſe of pain left 3 


though at other times he appeared glad that he had not 


ſhortened that time by his obſtinacy, which otherwiſe the _ 


allowed him for repentance. 


J 
He ſaid he could not remember trat he ever ſhed a tear in 
his life but once, and that was ſince his condemnation at his 


final parting with his little ſon; but that, however, he thought 
- himſelf as ſincerely penitent as thoſe who ſhewed their ſorrow 


by their tears. 


He confeſſed that he: had been guilty of the greateſt fin het 


could commit except murder; and that it was in vain to men- 


tion his numerous robberies on the high-way, which were per- 


haps about a hundred; that he chiefly robbed upon Hounſlow- 


heath, ſometimes towards . Kingſton, and ſometimes on the 
road to Ware, and that there was alſo one Tyſon, and one 
Coltis or Calthouſe, who belonged to their gang, but not yet 


taken. He ſaid, that he did not defire to live, for he could - 


hardly fetch his breath, and could only be a weak and un- 


healthy man. He often complained that Thomas Phillips, 


alas Croſs, was ſo obdurate in wickedneſs, that he not only 


_ refuſed to join with them in. prayers, but would beat out the 


candles, and rattle his irons, whenever they prepared to per- 
form their duty. 

Spiggot and Phillips were executed at Tyburn, on Wed- 
neſday, February 8, 1720-1. 

Joſeph Lindſey, the evidence, was a clergyman, and had 
his education at Cambridge. He was, after Spiggot and 
Phillips were hanged, tranſported to America, where he 
died. | 


922 . 
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Jon eee i e for Felony Aprit 
1721. | 


OHN THOMPSON, alias Willia iams, was indicted on 1 


new act, for receiving twenty guineas for helping a perſon 


to his filver watch And chain, a ſilver ſnuff-box, a letter-caſe, 
and one ' guinea,” on the 15th of July, 1720, (which 


were privately ſtolen from him by a perſon unknown) 


And not apprehending and proſecuting the ſelon who ſtole 


them. | 
By this act, the perſon fo offending ſhall be in the felon's 


place, and Lulfer e according to the nature we the 
| eloay. 


Þ 
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felony. It is the ſame on which Jonathan Wild was after 


wards tried. 
The Proſecutor. About the middle of laſt July, I was 
at a houſe in White-Fryars about half an hour, where, be- 


ing in liquor, J. fell into ill company, and my watch, fauff- 


box, letter-caſe, and a guinea were privately taken from me. 
believe I ſaw the priſoner in the houſe at the fame time, but 
I cannot be poſitive. The next morning the priſoner, having 


found who I was by my pocket-book, came to me, and faidg 


he perceived I had been in ill company the laſt night, and he 
believed he could do me ſome: ſervice in helping me to = 
goods again, but demanded thirty guineas for his trouble. 

told him, that that was much more than the goods were 
worth. At laft I agreed with him for twenty guineas, which 
I gave him, and then he delivered me the goods. He told me, 
that he believed I loft them at the corner of the Old- Bailey, 
for he ſaw two boys buſy about me, and he diſturbed them, 


but did ſuppoſe that they afterwards picked my pocket, and 


that it was his buſineſs to tak» up ſuch idle people. Some- 


time afterwards he came to me again, and ſaid he had met 


with trouble about this affair; that he had been in priſon, 
and at great expences, and hoped I would contribute fome- 
thing towards defraying his charges. I offered him two 
guineas, but he complaining that was too little, I gave him 


| five. After this he came to me again, and told me, that 


Catherine Lunn had ſworn a baſtard child to me, but had en- 


_ truſted him with the warrant, and that hiaiſelf and John 


Gale would be ſecurities to the pariſh, if I would give 


him a handſome ray whereupon I cauſed him to be appre- 


hended. 

Priſoner, + I did not know of the act of parliament; Idid 
not receive the money of the proſecutor, he gave it to ano- 
th r man, and I had but four guineas of it. 

Projecutor, I gave twenty guineas to the priſoner hawk | 
_ and a guinea a- piece to two men who came with. 

im. | 

Court, In what manner bad you got your goods and mo- 
ney about you before you loſt them: 

Proſecutor: My watch was in my fob, my letter caſe in 
one waiſtcoat-pocket, my ſnuff-box in the other, and the 
guinea in my breeches-pocket, and I am ſure that I did not 
fall down as I wcnt home, The uy” found the priſoner. 


guilty. Death. 


He was a ſecond time indicted for ſtealing two half-gvineas, 
1. 1 the 
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the money of John Denniſon, on the 20th of February 
4729-21. 
John Denniſon. As T was going through White-Fryars, I 


ſaw the beadle and a woman ſtanding together, and ſeeming 
to quarrel; when I came nigher, The beadle went away, and 
the woman called to me, pretending to know me; I went in, 


and immediately ſhe locked and bolted the door: ſome wor en 
being there a waſhing, they aſked me to make them drink, 


Which 1 did, and then went up ſtairs with Sarah Thompſon, 
the priſoner's wife, who picked my pocket of my watch and 


money; but told me that I ſhould have my watch again, if 


I I brought a guinea to pay the reckoning. Whereupon I went 


and borrowed two half-guineas of a friend, and came back 


to redeem my watch, and then I ſaw the priſoner there. I 


held the money clinking in my hand; his wife bid me give 
the half-guineas to him, and that he ſhould give me the 
watch; but I ſaid I would fee the wa'ch before I parted with 
the money, upon which he ſnatched the two half-guineas out 
of my hand, and ſeveral times fince he has offered to make it 
up with me. 11 

Mr. Dentworth, the conſtable. I faw the- proſecutor in 
diſtreſs, with e i within the door, and the other with- 


out, and going up to his aſſiſtance, he told me that he had 


been robbed of his watch; but the woman ſaid- he had not 


been robbed, but had left it for a guinea, one half-guinea the 


reckoning came to, and the other half-guinea was for flogging 


him. However, ſhe went and fetched the watch down, and 


delivered it td me. 
The prifoner, in his defence, denied that he ſnatched the 


money out of the proſecutor's hand, and aſſerted, that he 
was out all that day, until ten or eleven at night, and called 
Richard Sheppard, and Richard Sanders, to prove that be 
was in their company, at the Parrot in Green-Arbor-Court, 


in the Old-Bailey, and in Smithfield, all that time; but, 
they faultering in their evidence, the jury found him guilty. 


Death. 


John Thompſon was born in a lin in the biſhoprick of 
Durham, where his parents lived for ſome time in good re- 


pute; but afterwards, meeting with misfortunes, they went 
to Ireland, and he was put apprentice to an upholſterer, with 


vrhom he continued five or fix years, and then went to ſerve 
Queen Anne on board the Mediterranean, againſt France and 


dpain. | 
He was at the ſiege of Barcelona, and at the wking of 


Gibraltar. When he haJ continued eight years in the Tea- 
| dine 
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ſervice, he returned to England, and having all his pay in his 
pocket, he appointed a lewd woman to meet him at an ale- 
houſe in Smithfield, but ſhe not coming, he ſoon after met 
with another of the ſame character, whom he liked ſo well as 


tg marry her. The match being conſummated, they ſet up 


an ale-houſe, in which they entertained perſons of the moſt 
diſſolute lives; but it was not long before his yoke-fellow 
forſook him, and he was forced to break up houſe-keeping. 
After this he attempted to ſet up his own trade, but finding 


no, encouragement, he entirely dropped that delign, and, \ 


meeting with his wife again, they, in 'Thames-ſtreet,. took 
another houſe, for the entertainment of lewd and diſhoneſt. 
company, 

They were ſoon 3 and being tata by the 
common-council of that ward, he was ſent to Neweate ; af- - 
terwards he was diſcharged, and then took a brandy-thop near 
Smithfield, where the ſame. ſort of riots and diſorders were 
carried on, as at his former houſes. | 

A few days before his execution, he made great com- 
plaints of his wife, as if ſhe had been the ſole occaſion of 
his misfortunes. He ſaid, that even ſhe prevented his pre- 
paring . for another world, by her coming to the priſon 
and exclaiming againſt him, and declaring that the ven- 


geance of God would overtake him, for being the ruin of 


ber and her children, and keeping en with another 


woman. 

When he found himſelf included in the dead warrant, he 
ſajd he had no reaſon to deſire life, for he believed that no 
man paſſed his time in ſuch a turbulent burry, without having. 
leiſure to conſider whether he was running to happineſs or 
deſtruction; 3 but the many vicious women | he had converſed 


with, the riotous houſes he had kept, the intrigues. he had 


purſued. to injure honeſt people, and the clamorous mirth' 
which followed their ſucceſs, were ſo far from affording that- 
happineſs which he expected from them, that he found they 
were yery painful, and gave him great uneaſineſs ; for they 
were frequently alarmed, many times ſuddenly ſurpriſed, 

he was always in terror, and under apprehenſions of danger, 
7 generally one or other of their company was in trou- 

e. 

He lamented erievouſly, that all his friends had now 
forſaken him in his diſtreſs, and that though he lately had: 
ſuch a numerous acquuintance, he knew not that he had one 
left who would procure'a coffin for him, or take any care 
that he ſhould be buried. | | - 

D 2 | He 
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He was executed at Tyburn, on Friday May the 12th, 


Court. What do you fay to that Reading? 


— we CI 


.WILLIAM BARTON, for a Ronzexy, April, 


LX7ILLIAM BARTON, of St. Pancras, was 
VYyY indicted for affaulting John, lord viſcount Liſburn, 
on the high-way, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him a filver hilted ſword, value 61. and 128. in money, 
February 20, 1721. | | 


Proſecutor. On the 20th of February, in the night, as 


J was coming in my chariot- from Hampſtead, I was at- 
tacked by two footpads. My man told me there were three, 
but I ſaw but two. They took my ſword, and what ſilver 
I had left out of- a guinea, which 1 had changed at Hamp- 
ſtead, 1 believe there might be about 12s. but I cannot be 
poſitive to the ſum : they took a ſnuff-box from a gentle- 
woman who was in the chariot with me. | 
James Reading. The priſoner and I, and one Dickenſon, 
committed this robbery, I ſtopped the coach, my lord run 


his cane at my face, but I clapped a piſtol to his breaft, and 


threatened to ſhoot him if he made any farther reſiſtance. . 


Then we took his ſword, and 128. from him, and a ſnuff- box 


from the lady. My lord prayed us not to take her wedding- 


ring, nor to uſe her ill, becauſe ſhe was with child, and 1 


promiſed him we would not. We fold the ſnuft-box for gs. 
and the hilt of the ſword for 35s. | 
Court. Are you ſure the priſoner is the man? | 
| Reading, Les, I know him very well, he was tranſported 
about fix years ago, and is lately returned. 


- Priſoner. I was out of England at the time the robbery 


was committed. 


Court. Can you prove that? | One... 
Priſoner. The captain I was then with is now gone to the 
Baltic, and my other evidences are in the country. Reading 
has charged others with this robbery. He took up John 
Grimes, and let him go again, and then he took up James 
Shaw, and had ten guineas for diſcharging bim. 8 
John Erimes. I went to ſee Reading in New-Priſon, and 
he charged me with ſtealing a ſilver hilted ſword, and after- 
wards cleared me. LE | 


Reading, 
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Reading, Grimes was juſt run away from his maſter, and 
came to me and ſome others in New-Priſon, and was deſirous 
to enter into our gang. Upon which I had him ſecured for 
that night, and the next day I acquainted the juſtice with the 
whole matter ; and he told Grimes that I was the beſt friend 
he had, by preventing his ruin. And, as to Shaw, I did 

give an information againſt him, but the conſtable by miſtake 
took up another Shaw, and then ſent for me. But I know- 
ing him not to be the right perſon, they let him go again with= 
out any reward, 577 N 

Mr. Robinſon, the conſtable, confirmed what Reading 
ſwore in relation to Shaw, And the jury found the priſonep 
guilty. Deatb. 8 | 


William Bartow was born in Thames-ſtreet, near the 
Cuſtom-houſe. Before he was ten years old, his father, who 
Was naturally of a roving difpoſition, packed up his effects, 
and ſhipped himſelf for Jamaica, with a woman he was very 
ſond of, leaving his wife to provide for herſelf and her chil- 

dren, as well as ſhe could. | N 

Young Barton upon this was ſqon taken into the care of 
his grandfather, who kept an eating-houſe by Covent garden. 
He continued there about two years, and then (having like 
his father a ſtrong; inclination to rambling) he went to ſea. 
His firſt voyage was to Jamaica, where he expected to find 
his father, but ſoon heard that he was lately dead, and had 
left his effects to the woman he cohabited with, 

Upon this, he entered in a Jamaica ſloop, and after ſeve- 
ral ſhort voyages, the veſſel was taken by the Spaniards, and he 
with other Engliſhmen was carried priſoner into Spain, where 
they met with very ill uſage for ſome time, and were allowed 
nothing to live on but bread and water: but after a while, 
their treatment was ſomething better. At laſt their keeper 
employed them to repair an old wall belonging to the priſon, 
when finding their paſſage clear, they made the bei of their 
way to a neighbouring convent ; the friars inſiſted on the 
privileges of their houſe, that i: was a ſanctuary for the diſ- 
treſſed, and therefore thoſe who had fled thither for pro- 
tection ſhould not be delivered up. _ 1 | 

He and his companions were employed here as menial ſer- 
pants, and, though they were informed the religious order in- 
tended to give them their liberty, they were not willing to 
wait their time for it, but, taking the firſt opportunity, they 
made their eſcape thence, to a ſmall veſlel that was juſt ready 
to ſail for England, ' | 

| Fs After 
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After this he enliſted bimſelf for a ſoldier in Queen Ann's 
wars in Flanders. He was at the ſiege of Douay, and of 


other towns on the borders of France: having been a con- 


 fiderable time in the ſervice, he was diſbanded, and returned 
once more to England. 


Here he married before he knew how to maintain hime 


ſelf, and much leſs a wife and children. But he did not heſi- 
tate long before he concluded, that thieying was the moſt 
eligible way that could be taken by a man in his circumſtances; j 


and, this courſe heing reſolved on, he at firſt ſet out by bim- 


ſelf, but had not gone far before he fell into the company of 


others who were travelling the fame road, and with them he 


went upon. ſeveral adventures, till, thinking himſelf in the 
High-way to the gallows, he turned back,, and, not know- 
ing how to live honeſtly on ſhore, he went once again tq 


fea. | 
But being, it ſeems, extreinely fond of his wife, he could 


not bear to live without her. He continually fancied he 


faw her and bis child reduced to the utmoſt neceſſity, ready 
to ſtarve, crying for bread, and upbraiding him for his ab- 
| fence and neglect ; fo that his affection forced him to re- 
turn to his native Fountry —_ he knew it would be his 
ruin. 
He found out his wife, and, like an indulgent huſband, 
reſolved to maintain her at all hazards. - For this purpoſe he 
committed feveral felonies, and particularly one in Covent- 


Garden, for which he was tried, and, being convicted, was 


tranſported to America for feveri years. He was ſold there 
for 18l. he was not however uſed as a ſlave, but employed to 
over-look the Negroes, and to laſh them when they neglected 
their work. 

Here he had no care to take for himſelf, he endure) no 
1 but every thing neceſſary was provided for him, 
and this he thought the happieſt part of his life; but yet at 
fix years end, he grew ſo uneaſy for want of his wife's com- 
pany, that he ran away from his maſter, and returned a 


fourth time to England, in July laſt, where he followed his 
former courſe of life, until he was taken on Reading s in- 


formation. 
When the dead-warrant came down for bis execution, he 


feemed to be under a more than ordinary concern, which 


aroſe, he ſaid, from an earneſt defire he had to fee his wo- 


ther be fore he died, or at to know whether ſhe was li- 
Ying or not. 


5 For, 
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For, after his father died in Jamaica, his mother, he ſaid, 


let lodgings in St. James's-ſtreet, and, having the Earl of 


Glaſgow in her houſe, ſhe married one of his dependants, 


whom the Earl afterwards preferred to a place in Scotland 


of 200l. a year. She went to Scotland with her huſband, 
who died ſome time ago, as he was informed ; but he had not 
heard any thing of his mother for a long time. 
le ſaid, however, it was a great ſatisfaction to him, that 
his child would be provided for by a relation, and that his wife, 
who never knew of one of his ill actions, would retire into the 
country, where if ſhe lived honeſtly, God would bleſs her. 
How his wife could be entirely ignorant of his practices, 
when he had no viſible method of living honeſtly, but follow- 
ed a continual courſe of rapine and plunder, and had been 
tranſported for an offence of that kind, is a little extraordinary. 


hut ſuch a proteſtation, made with his dying breath, is ano- 
ther unaccountable inſtance of his conjugal affection. Sure 


it was the predominant paſſion of bis ſoul ! 
He appeared very devout, ſpent moſt of his time in reading 
and praying; and the evening before he died, he declared he 


was very eaſy in his mind, had taken off his thoughts from this 


world, and was very ready to ſuffer the ſentence of the law; 
for he hoped he had made his peace. - 

He was executed at Tyburn, with John Thompſon, on 
Friday, May 12, 1721. 


It appears probable, that Barton, however guilty of other | 
robberies, was innocent of this; for James Reading ſwore, 
that this robbery was committed by three perſons, which 
were himſelf, the priſoner, and Dickenſon. 

But James Shaw, being afterwards under fentence of death, 


declared folemnly (as will be ſhewn hereafter) that nothing 
ever gave him ſo much concern, as the death of William Bar- 


ton, who (ſays he) © was executed for robbing lord Liſburn, 
when TI ought to have died for it; for it was I that was con- 


cerned | in that robbery.” 


And again, Reading owns, that he did inform againſt 
Shaw, but che conſtable miſtaking the man, or rather, Read- 
ing prggending it was the wrong man, the charge was after- 
wards fixed on Barton. 

Then as there is no pretence that any more than three were 
concerned in this robbery, and if Shaw was one of them, and, 
Reading and Dickenſon were the other two, it follows, that 
Barton muſt be innocent. 

| And 
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And though it could be proved, that Dickenſon was not one 
of the three, yet even that would not fix the crime upon Bar- 
ton, but only ſhew, that Reading forſwore himſelf ; and, if 
he ſwore falſſy againſt one man, his oath can be of no validi- 

ty againſt another. | 5 | 

Again, Reading himſelf does not pretend that Shaw was not 

one of the three, but only that the man whom the conſtable 
apprehended, was not the ſame Shaw, againſt whom hehad 
given his information upon oath; and if that ſan.e Shaw 
was not in the robbery, then Reading is forſworn in. that 
particular too; and to this we may add, that no reaſon can 
be given, why Shaw ſhould at the point of death accufe him- 

ſelf of a crime he was innocent of, | | 
And yet farther, if it could be made appear, that four men 
were concerned in this fact, yet {till Reading muſt be perjured 
by concealing one of them, becauſe his oath was to ſpeak the 
whole truth * „ | IEP 
So that, take it which way we will, no credit can be given 
to his evidence, and there was no other evidence againſt Barton. 
How dangerous then muſt it be for a jury to convict a man 
uo en the fingle evidence of one, who, by owning himſelf to 
be an accomplice, owns himtclf to be a villain, and whoſe 
chief motive, in acculing another, mult be to ſave himſelf! 


”<— 
— p——_ 


mY 813 n 
_ — 


— 


g 
— —ͤ—ũ— 
— rr - > == 
„237 AAA net are” te eo eee — — 
— — — — 


t p 72 
— — d 
— — 


BARBARA SPENCER, ALICE BALL, and 
ELIZABETH BRAY, for Coinixe, Moy 1721. 


BARBARA SPENCER, alias Dawling, Alice 
D Hall, alias Complin, and Elizabeth Bray, were indicted 
for high-treaſon, in counterſeiting the current coin of this 
kingdom, on the 15th of April, 17217. e 
Elizaleth Miles. Gn Wedneſday the 12th of April, Spencer 
and I went to Hall's lodgings, ſhe was not at home, but I. 
found Bray there, and fhe made us both fuddled, and then per- 
ſuaded us to lie down on the bed, and not go away till he 
(who was going out) returned; ſo we laid down and fella fleep, 
and in a little time ſhe returned back and awaked us; and a- 
bout noon Alice Hall and another woman came home. We 


* 


* Ina recent affuir, Margaret Caroline Rudd, after having been admitted 
an evidence for the crown, agvinſt Robert and Daniel Pertcav, ſor ferpery, 
in which ſhe acknowledged herfelf an accomplice, was indicted and tried for 
fergery, becauſe ſhe did not ſpcak the 247 truth. 5 


ſtaid | 
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Raid there all night, and next morning we all went tog*ther 
| and drank at a brandy-ſhop, in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, where Spen- 
Bar- cer called Hall aſide, and told her, that ſhe had no more bad 
| woney; to which Hall replied, you may go home to your 
lidi- room, and make ſome ; and if you have any occaſion for me; I 
will meet you at the Bell and Horſe-ſhoe, in this ſtreet, at two 
in the afternoon. We met accordingly, and Hall brought the 
able metal with her; and after we had drank two or thr e pints bf 
beer and ale, ſhe bade Spencer, Bray and myſelf, go to her 
room, and make a fire, and ſhe would be with us as ſoon as it 


that was lighted. In the way, as we were going to her room, 
can Bray went into a ſhop, and bought the materials to make the 
im- moulds. Hall came as ſoon as the fire was made, ſhe locked 

| the door, melted and refined the metal, while Spencer and 
men hHray made the molds ; which being done, Spencer calt forty 


counterfeit ſhillings, and gave half a crown a- piece to Bray 
and Hall for their trouble. l Y 

Then ſhe gave me the flaſks or moulds, with a ſhilling in 
them, to carry off, for fear ſhe ſhould be taken up ber- 


ton. ſelf, as being ſuſpected for a perſon that dealt that way; For 
man  (fays ſhe,) if they were found in the houſe, it would be enough 
to to take twenty people's lives.” The ladle and file ſhe left in 


a Cupboard over the door, in Hall's room ; for ſhe ſaid, they 
could not make any thing of them, if they found them. She 
| kept five of the forty ſhillings then made, and gave me the 
nw” reſt wrapt up in a paper. xa 2 
Andrei Wild. P. being in Fleet-ſtreet, with Mr. Fenton 
and Mr. Nichols, ſaw Spencer and Miles, who, as I have 
heard, put off bad money for Spencer: I told my two friends, 
that theſe women were concerned in coining, We carried 
them to a tavern, and in ſearching found twenty-eight coun- 
ted terfeit ſhillings, and the moulds with a ſnilling in them upon 
Miles, - but nothing on Spencer; the money was wrapt in a 
paper, and the moulds in a piece of leather and a handkerchief, 
When | took the molds from her, and laid them on the 
ut I. fable, as they were wrapt up, not knowing what they were, 


per- Spencer ſnatched them up, and ſaid, You bitch, are you © 
he going to hang us both;“ and we ſtruggled a good while, be- 
cp, I fore we could get them from her; after which ſhe called me 

d a- out, and offered me thirty pounds to let her go. = 
We Mr. Fenton and Mr. Nichols depoſed to the ſame purpoſe, 
3 and added, that Spencer likewiſe oficred them thirty pounds a- 
e! piece to let her eſcape. ' - - . . | 2% 

4 * Mr. Plumridge. When Spencer was taken, ſhe ſaid ſhe was 


a dead woman, The twenty-eight {billings and the moulds 
. © + | ' _ 
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with a ſhilling in them, were ſealed up before a juſtice, :T 
dave had them in my keeping ever ſince, and theſe which are 
now produced in court are the very ſame. 


Robert Bridgman.. Hall and- Bray were my lodgers. The 


day they were apprehended, I found a ladle and file in the cup- 
board over the door in their room. 

Five counterfeit ſhillings, which had hom 10 by th-m- 
ſelves, being ſhewn to Mr. Plumridge, he made oath, that 
de had them of Mr. Pinkney. | 

Mr. Pinkney depoſed, that he had them from Miles, and 
delivered them to Mr. Plumridge, 

Miles, being called up again. ſwore, that ſhe -had them 
rom Spencer in priſon, -and gave them to Mr. Pinkney. 
Mrs. Bunn gave evidenee, that the ſaw- Spencer take five 
ſhillings out of her boſom in the priſon-yard, and give them 
to Miles, and that ſhe perceived them to be counterfeit. + 

All the priſoners in their defence denied the fact, and Spen- 


deer and Hall called ſome to their reputation. Thej jury acquit- 


ted Hall and Bray, and found Barbara Spencer guilty of the 
indictment, for whieh ſhe received: ſentence to be burnt at a 
iNake.* She pleaded her belly, but the j jury of matrons found 
her not quick with child. 


Barbara Spencer, by her own acecunt; was bann in the 


pariſn of St. Giles's without Cripplegate. She was naturally 
of a violent temper, and her mother was too indulgent to curb 
her as ſhe ought to have done. T's this vicious fondnefs it 
was that the daughter imputed all her misfortunes. -When 
her mother found ſhe grew too beadſtrong to be managed any 
5 - Jonger at home, ſhe put her out an apprentice to a mantua-ma- 
ker. Her miſtreſs,” having known her from an infant, was 


little lefs indulgent to her than ber mother had been. The 


girl had ſerved two years, when, upon a rough word from her 
miſtreſs, ſhe ran home again to her mother, and gave her a 
long account of the eruel uſage ſhe had met with. The mo- 


ther, who then kept a brandy ſhop, taking her child's part, 


would not let her go back to her old miſtreſs, and thinking be- 
ſides, that ſhe might be of ſervice to her in the ſhop, reſolved 
to keep her at home. In a little timè ſhe acquainted her mo- 
ther, that ſne would live no longer with her, except ſne kept 
a maid, and a maid was hired accordingly ;:but they two hap- 
*pening to quarrel, and the mother interpoſing, the daughter 
"feſented it, and left her again. The old woman then took an 
alehouſe in Cripplegate pariſh, where ſhe had not been Jong 
before her daughter came to her a ſecond time; but in a little 


ume afigr 228 the malefactors _ to-be * at Ty- 
| burn, 
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tx burn, Barbara would needs go and ſee the execution. Her 
are mother, endeavouring to prevent her, ſtruck her, upon which 

; ſhe left the houſe, and meeting with an acquaintance, they 
The went to Tyburn together, and from thence to a houſe by St, 
cup- | Giles's-Pound, where, complainiag of her mother's uſage,” 
$77 and vowing never to return home, ſhe was encouraged in that 
* reſolution by the company, who gave her hopes of living much 
that more to her ſatisfaftion, if ſhe would but come into their 
4&0 meaſures. She quickly complied, and they let her into ſome: 
and of their ſecrets in coining, Her firſt employment was to ut- 
| | ter their counterfeit money, for which ſhe was apprehended, - 
them ſent to Newgate, convicted, and fined. In Newgate ſhe be- 
| gan her acquaintance with Miles, who paid ſomething fot 
five Her when ſhe was diſcharged, but who afterwards proved an 
them evidence againſt her. | Ed | 
17 755 | ' While ſhe lay under condemnation, and before the dead 
pen- warrant "came down, ſhe was very outrageous and turbulent 
quit- inber behaviour, and could not be perſuaded to think of death, 
f the and auch leſs of being burnt. Nor was ſhe to be convinced 
at a by the ordinary of Newgate, that ſhe had been guilty of any 
ound crime in coining. She even boaſted, that ſhe had never been 
F 16 thief, and that ſhe had been but twice in Newgate, and no 
the more that once in the Compter. SE 
rally But, when her hopes of life were entirely vaniſhed, her for- 
curb | met ſpirit was quite ſunk. She ſaid, indeed, that ſhe was not 
efs it | covetous of life, but could not bear the thoughts of burning: | 
V hen She added, that her mother, who was lately executed (but 
Lany fot what crime I know not) ſuffergd. unjuſtly, arid ſhe little 
A- thought it would be her fate to follow her ſo ſoon, in a no leſs 
was ignominidus manner. She expreſſed however ſome ſatisfac- 
Tue tion, that her huivand' was dead, who once lived in credit, 
n her and was a butcher by trade. e 1 EA 
her 2 When ſhe ſtood at the fake ſhe appeared to have leſs fear 
ome of death; tnan on the preceding day. She was very deſirous 
part, | of pray ing, and complained of the dirt and ſtones thrown by 
g be- the mob behind her, which prevented her thinking ſedately on 
olved futurity. One time ſlle was beat quite down by them. | 
W | She declared, that ſhe had been taught to coin by a man 
kept and woman, who had now left it off, and lived reputably, 
hap- though, when they firſt began that trade, they were in very 
ghter poor circumſtances ; but ſhe would not diſcover who they 
ok an were, it being, in her opinion, a pity that a family ſhould 
long be ruined, "who" had given over that practice, and ſo many 
Freie hundreds lize- ſecure in London, who ſtill continued the ſame 3 * 


and added, that, though ſhe ſaw the faggots lie ready to burn 
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ſaid The forgave not onfy her, but all the world, and died in 


perfect charity; that ſhe ſuffered juſtly, and hoped others would 


take warning by her unhappy exit. | 
She was burnt at Tyburn, July 5, 1721. 
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* 


IJATHEW CLARK, of Wilden, was indicted 


V for the murder of Sarah Goldington, by giving her 
with a knife one mortal wound in the throat, of the length of 
five inches, and depth of one inch, on the 27th of May, 
1721, of which {h- inſtantly died. To this indictment he 
pleaded guilty, and was ſentenced. to 


He was born at St. Alban's; his parents being poor, he had 


ng other learning beſtowed upon him, than being taught to 
read indifferently. H was brought up to the plough and cart; 


but having an ile and vicious diſpoſition, he ſoon grew wea- 
ry of that laborious way of life. For a conſiderable time he 


for, being much in the good graces of ſeveral young women 
thereabouts, he ſpent moſt of his money upon them. Among 
the reft, there was one ſor whom he pretended, to have a par- 
ticular kindneſs, and frequently uſed to go to Watford, to 


be merry with her, till at laſt he gained her conſent to ba 
married, and accordingly coming with her to London, they 
went tp a goldſmith's ſhop to buy a ring; but he, not having 
money enough to pay for it, left het pretending that a legacy) 


of fifteen pounds was bequeathed him in the country, and 


that he would go and recęive it, in order to defray all the charges 


of matrimony. From London he went to Wilſden-Green, 
where he had ſome time lived; he Jurked about there for two 
or three days, intending to rob till he had got fifteen pounds; 

| N „„ 


het, ſhe would never take away the life of another, by making 
herſelf an evidence, even if a magiſtrate was to come in per- 
ſon,” and offer her a pardon to do it; and therefore ſhe found 
it very diffcult to forgive Miles, her old companion and ac- 
cuſer. But however; juſt before the fire was kindled, ſhe 
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| . F-beath, near Watford, with deſign to ſet 

upon ſome paſſengers there, among whom he robbed one man 

of ſorty-five ſhillings and after wards treated him very cruelly; 
What he got by ſuch means he ſquandered. away careleſſy; 


Keese 


VI 


SVV. J 
1 Ne x 
KRRA WY 


— 


e - 
vt wvo- 
2 8 


1 
5 
a 


a. Clark 


1 
75 
* 
* 
: 
15 
: 
1 
4 


—— 


_ 
— —— 
—— —wu— 


1 


35 MATTHEW CLARK, for Mvrpes. 


het, ſhe would never take away the life of another, by making 
herſelf an evidence, even if a magiſtrate was to come in per- 
ſon, and offer her a pardon to do it; and therefore ſhe found 
it very diſß cult to forgive Miles, her old companion and ac- 
cpſer. But however, juſt before the fire was kindled, ſhe 


ſaid ſhe forgave not only her, but all the world, and died in 


take warning by her unhappy exit. 
She was burnt at Tyburn, July 5, 1721. 


perſect charity; that ſhe ſuffered juſtly, and hoped others would 


Lad 
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MATTHEW CLARK, for Monprx, July 1721. 


\TATHEW CLARK, of Wilfden, was indicted 


VE for the murder of Sarah Goldington, by giving her 


with a knife one mortal wound in the throat, of the length of 
five inches, and depth of one inch, on the 27th of May, 


1721, of which fh- inſtantly died. To this -indictment he 


pleaded guilty, and was ſentenc d to die, and afterwards ta 


be hapged in chains. ee, © 


He was born at St. Albag's; his parents being poor, he had 
na other learning beſtowed upon him, than being taught to 
read indifferently. H was brought up to the plough and cart; 
but having an ile and vicious diſpoſition, he ſoon grew wea- 
ry of that laborious way of life. For a conſiderable time he 
ſkulked about Buſly-heath, 
upon ſome paſtengers there, among whom he robbed one man 
of forty-five ſhillings and afterwards treated him very cruelly. 
What he got by ſuch-means he ſquandered away carelefly; 
for, being much in the good graces. of ſeveral young women 


thereabouts, he ſpent moſt of his money upon them. Among 


the reſt, there was one ſor whom he pretended, to have a par- 


ticular kindneſs, and frequently uſed to go to Watford, to 
be merry with her, till at laſt he gained her conſent to ba 
married, and accordingly coming with her to London, they 
went to a gold{mith's ſhop to buy a ring; but he, not having 


| z-heath, near Watford, with deſign to ſet 


39 


money enough to pay for it, left her, pretending that a legacy | 


of fifteen pounds was bequeathed him in the country, and 
that he would go and receive it, in order ta defray all the charges 
of matrimony. From London he went to Wilſden-Green, 


where he had ſome time lived; he lurked about there for two 


of three days, intending to rob till he had got fifteen pounds; 
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MATTHEW CLARK, for Muxver 37 


but being alone, and of a cowardly nature, though he often 


made a reſolution of attacking the next perſon that paſſed, 


yet his heart ſtill failed him, when he came to the pinch. 
Here it was that he met the maſter of the ale-houſe, where 
he afterwards committed the murder; who aſking him why 
he loitered there in hay time, offered him work, and at laſt 
hired him for a ſervant ; but inſtead of going to work, he be- 
gan to conſider, that as it was hay-time, moſt of the people 
would be from home, and particularly his new maſter, and ſo 
went to his houſe, and called for beer, which was brought 
him by the maid, to whom, among others, he had formerly 
pretended love. He ſat with her about an hour, renewed his 
former pretenſions, and talking of the many merry meetings 
and frolicks they had had together, until being aſſured that there 
was nobody in the houſe but themſelves, the Devil, as he 
fancied, put it into his head, that he could not poſſibly rob 
the houſe with ſafety, until the maid was diſpatched. Upon 
which, he concealed a knife under his coat, and riſing up to 
kiſs her, intended to cut her throat, but his heart miſgiving 
him, he ſat down again, without executing his inhuman pur- 
poſe. However, a- while afterwards, he went and kiſſed her 
again, and at the fame time, ſuddenly drawing the knife from 
under his coat, he cut her windpipe, and went from her, but 

the knife being very dull, his deſign was not inſtantly effected. 
She made a noiſe in the throat, as if ſhe called him, and 
made ſhift to ſcrabble to the door ; he, perceiving that ſhe 
was not dead, returned, and moſt barbarouſly cut her neck 
round to the bone. This execrable action being perpetrated, 
he robbed the houſe of a little ſilyer, but was too much 
| ſhocked with the reflection of what he had done, to ſearch for 
more. c 

He then went for London again, with the little money he 
had got; but coming within ſight of Tyburn, he was ſeized 
with ſuch a horror and trembling, that he had not power to 
paſs by it. Going back, he met a waggoner, and, the better 
to avoid ſuſpicion, he undertook to drive the waggon to London. 

Soon after the purſuers came up; and aſked him, if he had ſeen any 
one paſs by, who might be ſuſpected of murder; upon which 
appearing in a confuſion, they examined him farther, and per- 
ceived the fleeve of his ſhirt to be bloody : they enquired how 
it happened, and he affirmed at firſt that he had met a ſoldier 
who abuſed him, and that thereupon they fell to fighting; but 
at laſt the conſciouſneſs of guilt preſſing hard upon him, he 
confeſſed the truth. . 


While 


380 MARY ROBERTS, &c. for privately Stealing. 


While he lay in the condemned-hold, he was, as he aſtels + 


ſaid, under the greateſt horror of mind, and never ſlept with 
out the moſt terrifying dreams imaginable. He ſometimes. 
cried out with the utmyſt agony, can there be any mercy 
How ſhall I meet the poor murdered creature 
* the laſt day! | 


for me 


At the place of execution, he ſaid, he had no 11-will but 


ſome love to the maid he killed; that nobody was with him 


when he robbed the man on Buſhy-heath ; ; that he intended to 
leave. the young woman he was about to . but not to fell 
ber to America, as was reported. | 


He was executed at Tyburn in the 24th year of his age, on 


| Friday, my 285 1721. 


— 


MARY KOBERTS, SUSANNA MILLER, e. for 


Privately Stealing, July, 1728. 


| WARY ROBERTS, Suſanna Miller, and Elizabeth | 


Marth; of St. Giles's, in the Fields, were indicted, for 


that they, with Katherine Speed, (not yet taken) did private- 


ly ſteal à bag with twenty- five guineas, one broad piece, and 


five ſhillitgs, from' the perſon of Daniel Price, on the gth of 


May, 1721. 


Daniel Price. As I was going up Holborn, by the end of 


Drury: lane, two women picked me up, and carried me to a 


; houſe in Neæwtonet lane. I had my money when I went. i in. 


222 there about half an hour, and miſled it before I came 


6 4 * 


this time the proſecutor” had got his hand under Katherine 


not and 117 Roberts brought e up a "EL quartern. , By | 


Speed's' 8 which Roberts perceiving, bade me go 


ad hät is, pick his pocket. I tried at it, but his 
bretche& were ft that I could noi do it. 

Now, you müſt know, it was our cuſtom, that when any 
of us 20 1 a man's pocket, Mrs. Roberts, our landla- 
dy, was to 
what we * z and ſhe being in the room, and finding that w2 


* 


have 5 8. in the pound, or 3 d. in the ſhilling, of 


could | 


= 


MARY. RO BER TS, &c. for privately Stealing. 29 


could not get his money, told us, that ſhe would undertake 
to "get it herſelf; but that, if ſhe ſucceeded, ſhe would not 
take up with 55. in the pound, but would have half. ſnacks 
for herſelf, and I and Kate Speed: ſhould have the other half 
betwixt us. We having agreed to this, ſhe went up to the 
proſecutor. They had not been long together, before ſhe id 
ſhe had ſpoke, which ſignified that -ſhe had got his. money. 
This money ſhe carried to an alehouſe hard by, and. deſired 
the woman of the ;houſe to lay it up. Lafterwards went to 
Roberts for my ſhare, but ſhe told me, that ſhe could not give 
me any, becauſe ſhe, had given tfurteen guineas and a broad 
piece to Suſan Miller, to go and make the matter up. 

Elizabeth Skinner, Mary Roberts brought twenty. guineas 
and a broad piece to me, and defired. me to lay them up, de- : 
cauſe her. maid was drunk. 

Thomas Wadward, Miller. told me, ſhe wor ld help me to 

thirteen guineas and a broad piece to make it up; but I. ſaw 
no money that ſhe had. I afterwards took Roberta in Charter- 
houſe-lane. 

Mr. Robinſon confirmed the evidence of Wendy and 
added, that Roberts had left her houſe, . and moved her 
goods; and that, when they went to ſearch for them, the 

proſecuter ſaid, that Betty , Marſh was one of thoſe. who 
robbed him. 

Mary Raberts, The evidence Gray was one of. my lodgers 
and ſaid, that ſhe. would hang a hundred before ſhe would be 
: hanged herſelf, The proſecutor ſaid in the round- houſe, that 
it was not I that picked his pocket, but the little bitch below 

ſtairs, and he would fain have made it up with me. tl 

Faſper Battle, When the praſecutor was in the .round- 
houſe, he ſaid, that it was not Roberts, but Gray, who 

picked his pocket. 

Tne proſecutor, being called. up again, depoſed, that Ro- 
berts offered him ſeven guineas to let her go, which bè re- 
fuſed, and told her that if he let her go, he muft let them | 
all go; he added, that he did not know which of. them Rwe 

that picked his pocket. 

+ Phe evidence not being ſafficient TS" Miller his” 
Marſh, the jury acquitted them, but found Mary Roberts 
guilty of the indictment, and ſhe received ſentence. of death 
accordingly. 

After judgment, ſhe pleaded her belly, and a jury of ma- 
trons being impannelled, they fbund her not quick e 


but, however, ſhe was afterwards reprieved, 


C2) 5 | JOHN 


of 
: 
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40 JOHN WIGLE V, for RognERT. 5 


JOHN WI GLE V, for 2 Nok BER, Auguſt, 172i. : 


OHN WIGLEY, of Iſlington, was indicted for aſſault- | 


ing Symbol Conyers on the high-way, putting him in 


fear, and taking from him a filver watch, a pair of ſilver 


ſpurs, a filk handkerchief, a pen-knife, and four ſhillings, on 


the 7th of Auguſt. 


Symbol Conyers. On the 7th inſtant, about nine at night, 


I was attacked by three footpads, within 300 yards ef 


Iſlington. One of them cried, knock him down, and the 


other two held piſtols to my breaſt, and, making me diſmount, 


they took away my watch, my ſpurs, a handkerchief, a pen- 
Enife, and four ſhillings. Hearing afterwards that William 


Burridge was in New-Priſon, I went to him, and he deſcribed 


to me the manner of the robbery, and what things were taken 
2 me, and told me, that one Elizabeth Thompſon had my 

Jonathan Wild. William Burridge told me, that himſelf, 
James Shaw, and the priſoner, committed this fact, and took 


a pair of ſpurs lined with ſteel, a watch, and ſome money. 


I know the priſoner, for he has been in Newgate before now, 


and I know that he and Burridge were acquainted. * 


William Burridge. The priſoner, I, and James Shaw, 
robbed Mr. Conyers, and we tobbed a coach at the ſame 


time. I have known the priſoner three years. He was the 


firſt man who took me out a robbing. 


Court, Mr. Conyers, I think you ſay your ſpurs were 


filver. | | | 

Mr. Conyers. They were ſilver lined with ſteel. 

Court. Did you ſee any coach attacked ? 
Mr. Conyers. Yes; the ſame men robbed a coach, as ſoon 
as they had done with me. ; 

Priſoner. This is a malicious proſecution, brought againſt 


me by Burridge, becauſe I adviſed a young woman he courted, 


not to have him, and I can prove I was in another place when 
this robbery was done. F | : 
Court. Call your witneſſes, 


This witneſs is the celebrated Jonathan Wild, on whoſe account & new 


aQt of parliament was made, which Brought him to his juſtly-merited exit, 


at T'yburn, 


ED | Th Alict 


- Mob a —ty 


JOHN WIGLEY, for a RonzxxRy. 41 


Alice Hunt, The priſoner is my brother. He came to 
my houſe in Popin's-court, in Fleet-ftreet, on the 7th of Au- 
guſt, about five in the afternoon, and ſtaid there till ſeven 
next morning. | g | 

Court, How came he to ſtay there all night? 

Alice Hunt, His wife and he were at variance and go- 
ing to part, and I having nobody but myſelf and children at 
home, and he being to go to work at Camberwell next day, 
I aſked him to tarry that night, and told him, he ſhould not 
want for any thing that I could aſſiſt him with. RE 

Court, How. came you to remember the day of the 
month ? 5 | LO = | | 

A. Hunt. Becauſe the ſame day I ſet down eight buſhels of 
malt for Captain Buſby's maid ; for when the captain was out 
of town, ſhe uſed to come to me, to ſet down what ſhe ſold, 
becauſe ſhe could not write herſelf. | | 

Court, Is that maid here ? | 
A. Hunt, No But here is the accompt. 

Court. This is an almanack ? 

A. Hunt. Ves; but there is a croſs againſt the day of the 
month, and at the bottom of the leaf there is writ eight 
buſhels of malt. | 

Court. A very odd way of keeping accompts. 

Burridge. Do you know George Alley? 

HA. ant. No. © | | Ny | 
Burridge. What? Not the place where your brother lived? 
That is ftrange indeed. 5 | 5 

A. Hunt. I know the place, but not the name of it. 
Kebecca Stuart. I was at Mrs. Hunt's that day, the 7th of 
Auguſt, and dined with the priſoner. | 

The priſoner called ſeveral to his reputation; but they only 

ſaid, they knew no ill of him; that he was a plaiſterer, 

and had. worked a month for Mr. Weymour, in Hatton- 

Garden. „ . | 
The jury found him guilty, death. 


He gave the following Account of himſelf while he lay under - 


Condemnation. 


I ſerved five years to a plaiſterer,tho* I did not much follow 
that buſineſs till lately, but lived with an old woman who ſold 
brandy, in a little place on Finchley-common. | It was 
thought by ſome, that ſhe adviſed and directed me in my ill 


practices; and that I was concerned in murdering the old 
* | man 


42 JOHN ME F F, for BURGLARY. 


man her huſband, in the fields, as ke was coming home from 
London; both of which are falſe : indeed; I lived with her 
in an uniawful manner, but as for the old man, he was not 
murdered at all; but, as be was a great brandy-drinker, 
he had impaired his conſtitution, and being drunk, and be- 
nighted, he took up his lodging in a barn near Hornſey, and 


3 there died. | | . 


T have committed many alias. and in particular, I very 
Jately robbed a coach and four gentlemen on horſeback near 
Iſlington. Put it was not my common method to rob with 
comrades ; ſor though they ſwore to be true to each other, 
and there was ſometimes found ſome faith among them, when 


their intereſt was not too nearly concerned; yet when their 
lives were in danger, they grew regardleſs of their oaths, 
and would betray and impeach their moſt intimate friends. 


I could never find any real pleaſure in a vicious life, but was 
always uneaſy, and full of fears; and yet, when I had once 
begun, I knew not how to leave off. I had contracted a 
habit of idleneſs and debauchery, my credit was loſt, and I 
had no way to ſupport my extravagances, but by invading the 


properties of others; and if 1 had got much more this way 


than I did, I ſhould never have laid up any thing againſt a 
gloomy days but {till have been in as neceſſitous circumſtances 
as when I firſt ſet out. It is however ſome comfort to me, 


that J have no children to inherit my vices, and conſequently 
my misfortunes. 2 | 


He made his exit at bn on W Sept. I 1, 1727, 
in the 40th year of his age, with the greateſt ſigns of + 
for the N figs of his aye 575 | | 


Jon: N ME F F, for | ByncLany, doro, 1727. 


JOEN. MEFF Was apprehended. Re committing 4 robs 
bery near London, but the time when it was done, be- 


ing within the limits of his majeſty 8 Jate act of grace, the 
court thought it unneceſſary to bring him to a trial for that 


offence 3 10 that of courſe he would have been diſcharged at 
the goal-delivery; but that a bill of indictment on the late 
act, for the more effectual tranſportation of felons, was found 
againſt him by the grand- jury. And thereupon, 

Jam Mast, alias Merib, elias Maſon, was indicted, for 
that he having been convided of felony and burglary, and 


ordered 
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ordered to be tranſported for the ſame, to ſome of bis ma- 
jeſty's plantations in America, for the ſpace of ſeven years, 
was afterwards found at large in-Great-Britain, without any 
lawful cauſe, before the expiration of the ſaid term. | 

The record of bis conviction, and of the order of court 
thereupon being read, the witneſſes for the king were ſworn, | 
and depoſed, that the priſaner was the ſame man, who in 
October, 17i7, was in this court tried for and convicted of 
breaking the houſe of John Weſterbane, on the 17th of 
September, 1717, in the night-time, with an intent to ſteal 
his goods; and the houſe of Roger Grant, on the 29th of 
Auguſt, 1717, in the night-time, and ſtealing his goods. 
The jury found him guilty, Death. - 

While he lay under ſentence of death in Newgate, he gave 
the following account of himſelf, 


I was born in 1 me: of F wack parents, who fled hither 
for protection, when the French proteſtants were driven out 
of France by Lewis XIV. 

J was put apprentice to a weaverz my father having con- 
tinued about twelve years in England, went with the reſt of 
his family to Holland. I ſerved my time faithfully, and with 
the approbation of my maſter. Soon after I came to work 
for myſelf I married; but my buſineſs not being ſufficient to 
maintain myſelf, my wiſe; and children, I was willing to try 
what I could do at thieving. 

1 followed this practice till 1 was apprehended, tried and 
condemned for houſe-breaking ; but, as I was going to the 
place of execution, the hanzman was arreſted, and I was 
brought back to Newgate. It was thought, that this was my 
contrivance, to put a op to public juſtice; but | was ſo far 
from being any ways concerned in it, that I knew nothing of 
it till it was done. This might have been a happy turn for 
me, if I had made a proper uſe of it; for my ſentence of 
death was changed for that of tranſportation. And indeed I 
took up a ſolemn reſolution to lead an honeſt and regular 
courſe of life, and to reſiſt all the perſuaſions of my com- 
races to the contrary. But this reſolution continued but a 
{hort time after the fear of death was vaniſhed: 

I believe, however, that, if I had been ſafe landed i 
America, my ruin might have been prevented; but the lip, 
which carried me and the other convicts, was taken by the 
pirates. They would have perſuaded me and ſome others to 
hen a paper, in order to become pirates; but we refuſing, 
they put me and eight more aſhore, on a deſart uninhabited 
F 2 | iſ}and, 
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iſland, where we muſt have periſhed with hunger, if by good 
fortune an Indian canoe had not arrived there. We waited 
till the Indians were gone up the iſland, and then, getting 
into their veſſel, we ſail:d from one ſmall iſland to . 
until we reached the coaſt of America. 

Not chuling to ſettle in any of the plantations there, but 
preferring the life of a ſailor, I ſkipped myſelf on board a 
veſſel that carried merchandize from Virginia and South- 
Carolina to Barbadoes, Jamaica, .and others of his majeſty's 
iſlands, And thus I lived a conſiderable time ; but at laſt, 
being over deſirous to fee how my wife and children fared in 
England, I was reſolved to return at all adventures. 

Upon my arrival here, I quickly fell into my former wicked 


practices, «nd it. was not long before I was committed to 


Newgate, on ſuſpicion of robbing a perſon near London ; 


but, dy the aſſiſtance of a certain Bricklayer, I broke out of : 
priſon and went to Hatheld, where I lay concealed for ſome 


time ; but at laſt was diſcovered, and taken again by the ſame 
bricklayer who had procured' my eſcape. Some evil genius 
attended me, I was certainly infatuated, or I had never con- 
tinued in a place where I was ſo likely to be diſcovered. 
My father is now a gardener at Amſterdam. It is an ad- 
dition to my misfortune, that I cannot ſee him and my mo- 


ther before I die ; but I hope when he hears of my unhappy 


end, he will keep my children by my firſt wife from ſtarving, 
My preſent wife is able ty her induſtry to bring up her own 
offspring ; for ſhe has been an honeſt careful woman, during 


the nine months I have been married to her, and has often 
preſſed me to go over to Ireland, and lead a regular and ſo- 


ber life. It had been well for me if I had taken ber ad- 
vice. 
J have had enough of this reſtleſs and tumultuous world; 
and hope I am now going to a better. I am very eaſy and 
religned to the will of providence, not doubting but I have 
made my peace with heaven. I thank God that I have not 
been moleſted by my fellow-priſoners, with the leaſt curſing 
or ſwearing in the condemned-hold ; but have had an oppor- 
tunity cf employing every moment of my time in preparing 
for a future ſtate. 


He was executed at Tyburn, on n Monday Sept. 11, 17215 
in the 4d. Pur of his age. 


* 
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tober, 1721. 


OHN, alias Richard James, of the pariſh of Ealing, in 
the County of Middleſex, was indicted for aſſaulting 
Collet Mawhood on the high-way, putting him in fear, and 
taking from him a gold- ring with a blue ſtone in it, value 20s, 
and 108. in money, on the 28th of Auguſt, 1721. 

Collet Matuhood. About five in the afternoon, on the 
28th of Auguſt laſt, I was attacked by two highway-men near 
Hanwell-heath. I am certain that the priſoner was one of 
them, and“ Nathaniel Haws has confeſſed: that he was the 
other. They took from me ten ſhillings, and this gold-ring 
ſet with a blue ſtone. As I very much valued the ring, for 
the ſake of a friend who left it me, I begged of them to let 
me have it again; and telling them my name, and where I 
lived, I promiſed to make them any reaſonable ſatisfation for 
the favour. Nat. Haws very civilly returned me the ring; 
but the priſoner, ſwearing and threatning to ſhoot. me, took it 
from me a ſecond time. 

Jonathan Mild. Nat. Haws ſent for me, and , when I 
came to him, he ſaid, he would come in, and make himſelf 
an evidence. Amongſt other things he informed me of this 
robbery, and diſcovered the priſoner : and when I took the 
priſoner, I found the ring, which is now ' produced, in his 
pocket. He begged hard to have it again, but I refuſed to 
give it him, as knowing it would be a good evidence againſt 
him at his trial. | | | 
Mat. Haus. I and the priſoner committed this fact. I re- 
turned the ring to the proſecutor, but the priſoner took it from 
him again. We hired our horſes in Bedfordbury, and had 
committed eleven robberies together within a fortnight's 
time. e | 
| The priſoner in his defence ſaid, that he being arreſted for 
debt, his wife brought this ring to him in priſon, and that ſhe 
had it of Haws, who gave it her to lie with her. | 
: The jury found him guilty, and he received ſentence of 

eath. | 


, After condemnation he gave the following account of him- 
elf. . 5 | 


DS Nat. Haws was afterwards, in December, 1721, condemned for robbing 
Richard Hall, | | | 
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1 was born in St. Ann's, Weſtminfter ; my father was a2 
noblem an's cook. He left me to ſhift for myſelf when I was 
very young. In about the twelfth year of my age I went to 
ſea; and, being at Jawaica, I and many others were taken 
priſoners by the Spaniards; but one of the Spaniards, who 
was a houſe-painter, taking a fancy to me, carried me to 
e e an ! inſtructed me in his trade, I lived very well 

«th this mafter ; but, longing to ſee the place of my birth, 
r to talk in my own language, I returned to England; 1 


ves then about feventeen years old, and married a 1 3 i 


younger than myſelf; at which her friends were ſo provoked 
that ſhe was wn, 1 our from her father's houſe, and I was 
obliged to go again to ſea. In this voyage I was taken by 
the pirates, who put me on ſhore on ſome part of the coaſt 
cf America; from whence I travelled to Boſton in New- 
England, and ſo to Maryland. After I had been three years 


abroad, I once more came back to my native country, where 


I found that my wife was married to another huſband, ſhe 
having heard that I was dead in America. I could not per- 
ſuade her to leave her ſecond huſband, becaufe ſhe had two 
children by him; and this but me upon keeping company 
with other women. 

I confeſs myſelf guilty of the fact I am charged with, 
and I deſerve to die for it. The defence I made at my trial 
was falſe, for Haws never gave my wife the ſtone-ring to let 
him lie with her. 

If 1 may judge of others by ar, I believe, that the 
execution of malefactors has but little effect upon their old 
companions, or others, whe have inured themſelves to the 
Ike vicious courſe of life. For I h:ve been often preſent at 
fuch a time, without feeling the leaſt concern or uneaſineſs, 


er beirg 2ny ways alarmed at the ſight of death. 


[ acknowledge it with grief, that | was generally cruel 
to thoſe | robbed, as in particular when I, Nat. Haws, and 
Dick ſones, by the Lord Portland's park- wall, beyond Ux- 
bridee, attacked Mr. March's waggon, (which goes from 
the Bell in Warwick-Lane, to Chiner, at Thame in Oxford- 
thire) there being one man and three women in the waggon, 
beſides the waggoner. And when Haws and myſelf robbed a 
gentleman and a lady in a chaiſe, beyond Acton, for which 
1 am now condemned. For when Haws, by the gentieman's 
intreaty, had reſtored to him the ſtone-ring, which the 
gentleman had a particular value for, I turned my horſe about, 
and ſwore, that I would ſhoot him through the head, if he 
did not — give me the ring a ſecond time. At 
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another robbery J was in a violent paſſion with my comrade, - 


for giving the travellers two ſhillings to croſs the water, Be- 
ing once at an inn. at Harrow on the Hill, two ladies, and 
their footman, called in. We found upon enquiry, that they 
were travelling a-croſs the country to Mortlack. I and my 
companions waited. for them about a mile on this ſide Oxford 
road, and attacked them as ſoon as they came up; and among 
other things we took away a whip, which one of the ladies 
was very deſirous to have returned; my comrades were will- 
ing enough to comply, but I obſtinately refuſed. She then 
begged for a paper of ſnuff out of her ſilver box, that we had 
robbed her of, to which indeed I made rio objection. 

In Auzuſt laſt I robbed two men on horſeback, on Finch- 
ley-common, at nine o'clock in the evening, 2. Some gen- 
tlemen going to Mortlack. 3. A man with a woman behind 
him near Tottenham turnpike. 4. A man and a woman on 
Finchley- common. 5. A Quaker's coach, about four miles 
beyond Acton, in which were one man and three women, 
from whom I took a gold chain, four guineas, and eight ſnil- 
lings, on the 28th day of the month; beſides which, I com- 
mitted four or five other robberies at the ſame time. 

But whatever cruelty I might be guilty of, I never carried 

it ſo far as to commit murder. And once I behaved different- 
ly from my vſual method; it was in robbing a man and wo- 
man betwixt Hamſtead and London, and it was the only time 
that I ever attacked any body in that road, I took no more 
than a crown from them, and the woman being with child, I 

treat:d them ſo civilly, that, hearing I was a priſon r in New- 
gate, they came thither to return me thanks for it. 


I thank God for taking me fo foon off from ſin, and giving 


me time for repentance. And whatever the world may ſay 
of my dying a ſhameful death, it will not at all affect my 
ſoul, if l am but happy in heaven, while they remain among 
the clamours, cares and difquietudes of this world, „ 
e was hanzed at Tyburn, on Monday, October 283 
1721, in the 3oth year of his age. | 19585 
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JOHN DYKES, for a Ronntzy, October, 1721. 


l OHN DYKES, of Stepney, was indicted for aſſault- 
] ing Charles Wright, on the highway, putting him in 
fear, and taking from him a penknife, value 4 d. a ftecl ſeal, 
value 6d. and five ſhillings and eight-pence in money, on the 
Sth of Auguſt laſt. = | 
. Charles Wright. As I was going home from London, I was 
ſtopped by Iſaac Drew, and the priſoner. The priſoner clap- 
ped a piſtol to my breaſt, and ſwore, if I would not ſtand qui- 
etly, he would ſhoot me. I am ſure that that priſoner is the 
man, for it was a fine ſtar-light night, and I ſaw him plainly. 
Then they took my. penknife, my ſeal, and my money from 
1 | | 
Iſaac Drew, The priſoner and myſelf ſtopped the profecu- 
tor and robbed him. The priſoner clapped a piſtol to his 
| breaſt, I took the ſeal, the penknife, and eighteen- pence 
half penny, and the priſoner took the reſt, but he ſunk it. 
That is, he concealed it from me. | 2 
Jonathan Mild. Being informed that Dykes and Drew went 
out on the footpad, I dogged them, and took them together. 
Dykes would fain have been an evidence againſt Drew, and 
ſaid, he could make ſome diſcoveries ; but thoſe he made were 
but trifles, and of little importance. 

The priſoner denied the fact, and called a woman to prove, 
that he was elſewhere, when the robbery was committed. She 
depoſed, that on the Friday or Saturday before Bartholomew- 
tide, the priſoner was very ill, and that his ſiſter ſent for her 
to attend him; but this oath was of no ſervice to-him, by be- 
ing ſo widely different in point of time. He then called ſome | 
others to diſcredit Drew's evidence, They depoſed, that they 
heard Drew fay, that he would hang a hundred before he 
would be hanged himſelf, The jury found him guilty. Death. 


After Condemnation, he gave the following Account of himſelf. 


Jam the eldeſt child of my parents, who, while I was 
young, ſent me to ſchool, where I was 'taught to read and 
write; but I have ſince by my negligence forgot both. 1 
could never be perſuaded to be bound apprentice to any trade 
for ſeven years ; and having a too indulgent father, he would 
never compel me to it : however, I ſometimes worked with 
my brother at the carpenter's trade. My ruin was begun 


by the delight 1 took in gaming, and when I had loſt moſt of 
| | . my 
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my money that way, I uſed to play with boys in the ſtreet, for 


5 farthings and halfpence, by which means I ſometimes pretty well 


recruited my ſtock ; but at other times was quite broke; and, 
then being afraid to acquaint my father with it, I turned my 
hand to picking of pockets, in which, being often detected, I 


was ſometimes ſent to Bridewell, During my confinement 


there, it was my conſtant cuſtom to make many promiſes to 
my friends, that I would mend my courſe of life, and go to 
ſea; but when they had got me diſcharged, fitted me out for a 


voyage, and I was even enter: d in his majeſty's' ſervice, they 


found themſelves diſappointed. Perceiving that nothing would 
prevail on me to go to ſea, they gave me what encouragement 
they could to live honeſtly at home, by buying good cloaths 
r me, and providing me with the common neceſfaries of 
life; but all their endeavours to reclaim me proved in vain, 1 
ſtill followed my old courſes, though for a pretty while I — 
ceived them into a better opinion of me, by frequently p 
tending to go to church, when, inſtead of ſo * I 20 wn 
my old companions, and took care to return home oy or- 
derly about the time that church was done. 
I not only robbed on the highway as a footpad, but broke 
into ſeveral houſes about Mile-end, Bow, and Hackney, and 


particularly I and Iſaac Drew, in the night-time, forcibly en- 


tered 2 houſe near the ſchool-houſe, going to Bow, from 
whence we carried off ſome apparel, and a little plate. But 
what moſt troubles me is, that, near the men hanging in 
chains, by Bow, I met a poor gardener, as he was going home, 
late at night, and robbed him of all his wages. 

While | the priſoner was in the condemned hold he would at 
particular times in the night, ſtart up, tear bis hair, and cry 
out in a very odd manner; and at other times would ſing; 


pfalms, and pray for ſeveral hours together. But a little be- 


fore his death, he appeared more compoſed, and eaſy, at the 
thoughts of leaving the world, having, as he ſaid, a good aſ- 
ſurance that his peace was made with Gd. 

He was executed at Tyburn, on Ys Ogober 23, 
1721, Wed . e N.. 
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JOHN TRANTHA M, alia TRAN TU M, and 
PHILIP STORY, for ſeveral BuRCLARIES and 
FELONIESs, October. 1721. | 


JOHN TRANTHAM, was indicted for breaking 
and entering the houſe of Jacob de Villa, and ftealing 

two gowns and petticoats, and twenty guineas, October 4, 

1721, in the night. 3 12 

He was a ſecond time indicted, for breaking and entering 
the houſe of William Hammond, and ſtealing a large quantity 
of plate and linen, June 16, 1721, in the night. . 
He was a third time indicted for ſtealing a ſilver watch and 
a. camblet riding hood. | 5 

And a fourth time for breaking the houſe of Randolph Wal- 
ſtead, and ſtealing his goods. | | 

To all which indictments, except the ſecond, he pleaded 
guilty, and of that the jury found him guilty, Death. 

Philip Story, was indicted for breaking and entering the 
houſe of Edmund Juby, and ftealing twenty hats, September 
18, 1721, to which he pleaded guilty, Death. 
John Trantum, and Philip Story, were indicted (with Chriſ- 
tian Leonard, not then taken) for ſtealing a ſilver pepper-box, 
ſtrainer and tongs, two hundred yards of Holland, twenty 
od ain and other goods, in the houſe of John Coverly. 
Guilty. - a” | 1 

Tbey were a ſecond time indicted for breaking the houſe of 
Samuel Haddock, Eſq; and ſealing his goods. | 

They were a third time indicted for breaking and entering 
the houſe of Mary Roberts, and ſtealing her goods. 

To theſe three indictments Trantum pleaded guilty, and 
the jury found Story guilty. 7 . 
Ihey were a fourth time indicted for breaking and entering 
the houſe of Richard Nicholſon, and ſtealing his goods. 

They were a fifth time indicted for breaking and entering the 
houſe of William Gaſcoign, and ſtealing his goods, September 
14. 1721. Tr a | 

And a ſixth time for breaking and entering the houſe of Tho- 
mas Omans, and ſtealing his goods, to which three laſt indict- 
ments they both pleaded guilty. | 8 
Philip Story was of French parentage. His father was a 
weaver, and continued ſeveral years in England, but, havin 


3 5 


a greater charge of children than he could maintain by his bu- 
ſineſs, he loft them and his wife, and returned to France. 


Philip was now put to his ſhifts, he was not fond of work- 


ing, and the little he ſometimes got from his mother-in-law, was 
far from being ſufficient for him to live on, and ſo he turned 


his hand to picking pockets, in which he had tolerable ſucceſs, 
though now and then it brought him under the diſcipline of the 
horſe pond. But, as he was one of an aſpiring genius, he 


could not long confine himſelf to ſo low a branch of felony,. 


but ventured higher, and at laſt advanced to houſe-breaking; 


but, as it was difficult to attain this height of his ambition, 
without ſome aſſiſtance, he entered into confederacy with 


Tack Trantum, Kit Leonard, and others, no leſs daring than 


himſelf, and with theſe he carried on his deſigns triumphantly, 
till Juſtice overtook him, and ſtopt his career, 


5 While he was under condemnation his conſcience was puz- 
led with a ſcruple not very common with men of his profeſ- 


ſion. He had taken it into his head, that the moſt heinous 


offence a man could be guilty of, was ſacrilege, and there- 


upon was very inquiſitive to know whether picking pockets 
in a church was a ſpecies of that crime or not. OY 
The priſoner confeſſed the juſtice of his ſentence; and ſaid, 
that he had no hopes of life from the time he was apprehended, 
and therefore had endeavoured to make his peace with God, 
not only ſince his conviction, but before his trial. 3 
At the place of execution he ſaid, be had been bad enough 
himſelf, but his accomplice, Kit Leonard, was worſe. He 
was hanged at Tyburn, in the 28th year of his age. | 
John Trantum was born in London, and, being brought 
up to no trade, went a voyage to the Eaſt-Indies, and 
though in no better a ſtation than that of a ſervant, he 
brought home with him above fourſcore pounds; but, be- 
ing fond of an idle and debauched life, he preſently ſquandered 
it all away, and then made bold with the property of others, 


to ſupport his extravagancies; but this, inſtead of mending his 


circumſtances, involved him in greater difficulties, and added 


the continual hazard of liberty and life to his other misfortunes; 


ſo naturally does unhappineſs attend vice. In a little time 


his ill conduct brought him to New-priſon; and while he was 
there, he was, as he ſaid, ſo often diſturbed in his ſleep, with 
dreams of halters, hangmen, gibbets, priſons and devils, that 
he took up a reſolution to reform his manners, if ever he ob- 


tained his liberty. But the vows of men in diftreſs are ſeldom 


regarded after their deliverance, and vicious habits are not ea- | 
| fly forſaken, His reſolutions vaniſhed with his danger; he 
8 preſently 
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' preſently returned to his old courſes, and made a large addi- 


tion to his former catalogue of ſins. 
While he lay under ſentence, he ſaid, as he had no hopes. 
of a reprieve, he was very deſirous to be directed in the way 
o heaven. His ſpixitual guide aſſured him, that no ſins were 
too great for God's mercies, and adviſed him to rely wholly 
on the merits and ſuffcrings of Chriſt, and hope for the remiſ- 
ſion of his fins with the penitent thief on the croſs. | 
He was executed at Tyburn, in the 24th year of his age, on 
Monday, October 23, 1721, 25 


ARTHUR ERA L, for BuRGLARY, December, 1721. 
A RTHUR GRAY, was indicted for breaking and 


entering the dwelling-houſe of George Baillie, Eſq; in 
the pariſh of St. James's, Weſtminſter, with an intent to ra- 
viſh, and againſt her will, carnally know Grizel, the wife of 
Alexander Murray, on the firſt of Oct. 1721, in the night. 
Council. The priſoner ſtands indited for a burglary, in 


breaking the houſe of George Bailie, Eſq; with an intent to 


Taviſh Mrs. Murray. The breaking and entering a manſion- 


| houſe in the night, with an intent to commit a felony, is bur- 


glary, whether the felony is committed or not. I am inſtruct- 
ed, that the priſoner, (a ſervant to the lord Bennyng) on the 
14th of October laſt, about four in the morning, broke open 


and entered the chamber of Mrs. Murray, went to her bed- 


fide, with a ſword in one had, and a piſtol in the other, and 


told her, he had long had a violent paſſion for her, but there 


being a vaſt diſparity in their fortunes, he had no hopes of 
ſucceeding in his wiſhes, any other way than by force, and 
therefore he was fully refolved to obtain his defires, or to 
Kill her. The lady, in a great ſurpriſe, endeavoured to diſ- 
ſuade him from his purpoſe, but all in vain. He laid down his 


ſword, in order to remove the bed-cloaths, . but ſhe prevent- 


ed him by ſuddenly catching hold of his piſtol with one hand, 
and ringing the bell with the other, which alarming the fami- 
Iy, the priſoner ran away, but was afterwards taken, and 


confeſt his guilt. ? | 
Mrs. Murray. On the 14th of October, about four in the 


morning, the priſoner entered my room, with a piſtol in one 


band, and a drawn ſword in the other. And coming up te 


my bed- ſide, he thr: atned to kill me if I made the leaſt noiſe, 


I aſked him what he meant by coming into my chamber in 
ſuch a manner? Madam, ſays he, I mean to raviſh ye, 
C SI . 5 773 2 = 7 $3 . for 
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for I have entertained a violent love for you a long time,. but 


as there is ſo great a difference betwixt your fortune and mine 


I deſpair of enjoying my wiſhes by any means but force.“ I 
tried what I could do to put him off, bur ſtill perſiſting in his 
deſign, he laid the ſword upon the bolſter, and endeavoured 


to pull down the bed-cloaths, I begged him to delay till I had 


ſpoke with him farther. I uſed all th: entreaties I could 


think of, and aſked him if nothing would prevail with him to 


deſiſt. No,” ſays he, I have ventured my life for your 


ſake already, and therefore am. reſolutely bent to go through. 


with my deſign, let the conſequence be what it will. All the 
reſt of the family are aſleep, and if I loſe this opportunity, I 
can never expect another. Vour making a noiſe will ſignify 
nothing.— I muſt and will.” And with that he once more at- 
| tempted to take off the bed-cloaths: but I ſuddenly puſhed. him 
_ againſt the wail, wrenched the piſtol out of his hand, and 
rung the bell, and thereupon he ran out. 1 followed him to 
the door, and cried murder. Er | = 
Curt, How long was he in your chamber, madam? _ 
Mrs. Murray, About three quarters of an hour; for upon 


my calling out, my father and mother immediately came up, 


and then it wanted a quarter of five. 


o 


Priſoner. Pray, madam, did — never come into your 


chamb r, when all the family was a bed? 
Mrs. Murray. No, never. 


Court. If you have any queſtion to aſk, you ought to dire& 


it to the court, and the court, if the queſtion is proper, will 
require an anſwer from the witneſs. Vour preſent queſtion 


is not at all proper, nor do I ſee of what ſervice it can be to 
you,—The lady has given you a poſitive anſwer, but it was 


more than ſhe need to have done. 


Priſoner. My lord, I ſhall aſk nothing but what I chin 


may do me ſome ſervice, when I come to make my defence. 
I beg your lordſhip would aſk Mrs, Murray, if ber chamber- 
door was conſtantly locked a night? _ | 
Court. You hear the queſtion, madam. 3 
Mrs. Murray. It was always ſhut, but not always locked. 
Priſoner, Did you never riſe out of bed to lock it, when 
has been in the room? | 55 
Court. Vou muſt not go on thus. CEE 
Mrs. Murray. 1 have told you already that never was 
in the room. ; 3 . 


Elizabeth Trimnel. J waited on Mrs. Murray to bed, a- 


bout one in the morning, and ſhut the door after me. But 
going by about three | found it open: I hut it again, and left 
it ſhut, and believe it was faſt. 7 ST Priſoner, 


— * * ” — IND 
end ore P ˙ FN abr Br IR ²˙ m 


54 ARTHUR GRAY, for BuxGLazr. 
Priſoner. What kind of lock was it? 
E. T. A braſs ſpring lock. | 


 Prifoner. Was there a key in it? 
E. Z. No; it opened and ſhut with nd knob. 


Priſoner, But don't you know that the lock was faulty, 
was difficult to be made faſt, and would after flip back and 


open itſelf ? | 
E. T. The ſpring indeed was ind. 


Priſoner. And might not that be the occaſion of the door . 


being open, when you came to it a ſecond time ? 
E. T. I cannot fay but it might — but Iam pretty ſure that 
J locked it faſt at the ſecond time. | 
| Priſoner. 1 ſuppoſe you thought yon had made it as fait he 
Arft time. | 
E. T. I cannot be ſo certain of that. EW 
Priſoner. Don't you know that has taken leave of 
the ladies, and - waited in a dark room, il the reſt of the 


company were a- bed, and then go into — chamber, and ſtaid 


there two or three hours ? 
Council, You will do yourſelf no 0 by this behaviour 


| —you have been told, that you ought to propoſe your queſtions 


to the court. 
James Parks. I heard a noiſe about fire o'clock in the 


| — and thought there had been thieves in the houſe, 
and fo 

but finding nobody below, I went up again, and met my lady 
Grizel Baillie, and Mrs. Murray, at the ſtairs- head, and Mrs. 
Murray ſaid, The rogue is juſt gone out of the room, 
and run down ſtairs, and my lady Baillie told me, that Ar- 


jumpt out of bed, and run down ſtairs in my ſhirt ; 


thur had endeavoured to raviſh her daughter, Mrs. Murray : I 


went afterwards to look for the priſoner, and ſo I met Mr. 


Hays: he ſhewed me a key, and aſked me if I knew it. I 


me, I will bring ye to the owner of it. I followed him into a 


room in his houſe, and, upon kis bed, I found the priſoner ly- 


ing without his hat and ſhoes. Thomas Hughs came in ſoon 


after me, I aſked the priſoner, if he went into Mrs. Mur. Ts 


ray's chamber, with intent to lie with her? he ſaid, “ yes.” 


And what poſſeſt ye to do it? fays I. Why, ” ſays he 


again, I believe the devil poſſeſt me.“ What was ye drunk? ? 
fays I, „ no,“ ſays he, I can't ſay that IJ was.” 


Priſoner. Did — never come to you early in the morning, | 


and deſire you to let him lye in your bed? 
Parks. Go look! | 
Pri ſoner. My lord, this. evidence was fo drunk. that + dah, 


hat he went out and vomited. Tom. 


„ FT 189 we, oo — — 


ſaid, 2 and then ſaid Hays, ** if you'll come along with 


= 
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Thomas Hughs. J got up at hearing the noiſe, and took a 
blunderbuſs in my hand, as thinking ſome rogues were got into 


the houſe; but Iwas ſoon informed, that the pr ſoner had made 


the diſturbance, by going into Mrs. Murray's room with a 
ſword and piſtol, I went in ſearch of him, and, between 
eight and nine in the morning, I found him upon Mr. Hay's 
bed, with neither ſhoes nor hat. I heard him own, that he 
went into Mrs. Murray's room, and that he was ſorry for it, 
but I do not remember that he ſaid he went in with an in- 
tent to raviſh her, or that I heard Parks aſk him on what ac- 
count he went in. -” 2 1 

Then the priſoner's confeſſion before juſtice Blagney was 


| read, in which he acknowledged, that, he opened and en- 


tered the chamber of Mrs. Murray, with a deſign to raviſh 
her, and that he brought the ſword and piſtol to put her in 
fear, and oblige her to comply. And ſeveral of his letters 
were produced in court, in one of which, directed to the ho- 
nourable and moſt chriſtian lady Bennyng, in Great-Marl- 
borough-ftreet, he ſays. I muſt acknowledge my fault, 
and pray forgiveneſs of God, and the lady of the family whom 


I have offended.” 


Priſoner. I had been making merry abroad with ſome 
of my fellow-ſervants, and came home much diſordered 
with liquor, and going up ſtairs to bed without my ſhoes, 


| as I uſually did, I thought I heard a noiſe of ſomebody? 
in Mrs. Murray's room, upon which I went down and 


fetched up a ſword and piſtol, and Mrs. Murray's door 
ſtanding a-jar, I went in, and laying down my arms to look 


| behind the bed, Mrs. Murray rung the bell and alarmed the. 


family. | | 

John Vandercome. The priſoner and ſeven or eight more 
were merry-making at my houſe the night before the 14th of 
October: they drank four pints and a half of brandy, and 
four quarts of beer. Parks, Williams, and the priſoner went 


home together, between three and four in the morning, not 


quite drunk, but very mellow. Before they went away, 
Parks went out and vomited, and I went to hold him, but he 
ſaid, fie ! don't. hold me, for then they will think I am 
ſuddled, and I would not have them take notice of it. 

Jane Ruſbficld. I took notice that the cook was very 
drunk over night ; but I had no talk with any of the others, 
and therefore cannot ſay what condition-they were in. Du- 
ring the half year that I lived with my lady Baillie, I never 


knew Mrs. Murray's door to be locked faſt at night, for 1 
uſed to go every morning into her chamber to light a fire. 


1 he 
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The lock was very faulty, it was a braſs ſpring- lock, that was 
never uſed to be made faſt with a key; for we had but one 
key to all the rooms in the houſe. 

Priſoner. My lord, by what has been "Pk both by this 
witneſs and Elizebeth Trimnel I think there is a probability 
that the door was open, at leaſt there appears no proof of the 
contrary, and if it was open, I cannot be guilty of breaking 
into the room ; my life depends . upon this one circumſtance, 
and therefore 1 humbly hope your lordſhip and the jury will 


fake it into conſideration. 


All the witneſſes for the priſoner gave him the character 


of a youth of a civil and modeſt behaviour. The jury, af- 


ter about an hour's conſideration, brought in their verdict | 


guilty of the indictment. Death. 


After he bad received ſentence, he declared at the bar, that 
what be had inſinuated at the time of his trial, concerning 
was entirely falſe and groundleſs, and that he had been 
adviſed to aſk thoſe queſtions by ſome who perſuaded him that 


1 week? * to his advantage. 


| He was ; afterwards reprieved X 


| The * ballad was written upon this . and forg | 


in ee eve. y fireet. 


Vin ruE 7 in danger : or, a lamentable flory how a. 3 
Lapy had like to have been raviſhed by her fþ, _ s 22 


nan. 
9 To the tune of The ebildrox i in tht wood. 


Warren by a Lavy. 


N Ow ponder welt, ye ladies fair, 
Theſe words that I ſhall write: 

I'II tell a tale ſhall make you fare, | 

0 a poor lady's fright, 


She laid her down all in her bel, 
And ſoon began to ſnore, 
never came into her head 

To lock her chamber - door. ; | 
= | | A footman 


ng | 
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gots 


Man 
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A footman of her ſiſter dear, 
A ſturdy Scot was he, 

Without a fenfe of god _ 
Bethought him wicked! 


Thought he, this lady lies FREY | 
I like her comely face; 


It would moſt gallantly be done, 


Her body to embrace. 


In order to this bold attempt, 
He ran up ſtairs apace 3 


While ſhe, poor lady, nothing dreamt, | 


Or, dreamt it was his Grace, 


The candle flaming in her eyes, 
Made her full ſoon awake: 

He ſcorn'd to do it by ſurprize, 
Or her a- ſleeping take. 


A ſword he had, and hard by it, 


A thing appear'd withal, 
Which we, for vety modeſty, 
5 A piſtol chuſe to call. 


This piſtol i in one hand be * 
And thus began to woo her: | 
Oh! how this tender creature ſhook, 
When he prefented to her. | 


3 quoth be, I muſt obtain; 


or 1 have loy'd thee long : 


Z Wou'd you know how ny heart you ee 


You had it for a ſong-. 


Reſolve to quench my pc's flame, 
Or you ſhall murder d 


It was thoſe pretty eyes, Un dame, 


That firſt have murder'd ine. 


The lady look'd with fear, around, 
As in her bed ſhe lay; FEED 


And tho? half dying in a ſwoon, | Aste a 


Thus to herſelf did YE WET TS 


7 
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© Who raſhly judge, (it i is a rule) 
© Do often judge amiſs : 

I thought this fellow was a fool; 
© But there's ſome ſenſe 1 in this,” 


She then recover'd heart of. grace, 3 


And did to him reply, 


„ Sure Arthur, you've forgot your Places | 


4 Or know not t that tis In 


Do you conſider who i it is, 
That you thus rudely treat? 
£ *Tis not for ſcoundrel ſcrubs to wiſh 
© To taſte their maſter's meat. 


| Tut, tut, quoth he,, L * not care; 


And fo pull'd down the cloaths: 
Uncover'd lay this lady fair, 
Quite from the head to toes. 


Oh! Arthur cover me, ſhe kid, | 
Or ſure 75 ſhall get cold: | 
Which preſently the rogue obey d; 33 7 
He could not hear her ſcold, 


i He laid his ſword.cloſe by her fide ; 


| Catch d hold of ni 0 f. furious hand; 


Her heart went pit- a- pat: 


2 You've but one weapon left, (ſhe e cry” d) | 


5 Sure } can deal with that. 


She ſaw the 1 frightes * | 


Out of the bed jump d the, 
A ſight it was to ſee! 


His piſtol-hand the held faſt clos'd dy 
As ſhe remembers well; 

But how the other was diſpos' d 
There's "Done alive can tell. 


0 1 4 


The ſword full to his heart ſhe laid, 85 


on 


B 


But yet did not him lay ; 
For when he ſaw the ſhining blade, 
God wot, he ran N f 
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When ſhe was ſure the knave was gone, 
Out of her father's hall, . 
This virtuous lady ftraight began 
Moſt grievoully to bawl. 


In came pawpaw, and mawmaw dear, 
Who wonder'd to behold : | 
© Oot Griſee, what a noiſe is here, 
Why _ you in the cold? 8 


0 ſhe ſaid, (and then ſhe a 
II have a battle won; 
© But if that I had ſoundly ſlept, . 
My bonour had been gone. 


- Afoitmen of my ſiſter, he — 

© A footman! cry'd mawmaw, 

© Dear daughter this muſt never be, 
And we not go to law.“ 


Tbis lady s fame ſhall ever laſt, 
And live in Britiſh ſong; 


For ſhe was, like Lucretia, chaſte, "Re | 


And eke was much more ſtrong. ey 


— 
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NJATHANIEL HAWES, of Finchley, was indicted * 
aſſaulting Richard Hall on the high-way, putting him in 


fear, and taking from him 48. in money, on the 24th of No- 
vember laſt. 


When the priſon er was arraigned, he ſtood mute, and be- 


ing aſked the reaſon of it by the court, he ſaid, that as he had 
always lived like a man, he was reſolved to dis like one; and 
not go to the gallows in ſuch a ſhabby coat as he then ap- 
peared in. That when he was apprehended, -he had a hand- 


ſome ſuit of cloaths at his lodgings, which was then ſeized, 


and had been ever ſince detained from him ; but if that fa- 
vour was denied him, he was reſolutely bent not to plead to 


the indictment. The court then informed. him, what would 


H 2 | be 


WAS, 
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de the conſequence of perſiſting in ſuch a reſolution ; but he 
affecting to appear unconcerned about that, his thumbs were 
ordered to be tied together, which was done, and the cord 
pulled by two officers until it broke. This was repeated ſe- 
veral times; but fill remaining obſtinate, the court paſſed 


ſentence on him to be preſſed. When he had lain about ſe- 
ven minutes in the preſs, under a weight of 25olb, he defired 


to be carried back, -which the court granting, he was 

brought again to the bar, and pleaded, not guilty. 

 - Richard Hall. On the 24th of November laſt, in the 
evening, the priſoner came up to me, and, holding a piſtol 

to my breaſt, bid me diſmount. I thereupon gave him 48. 


but, not ſatisfied with that, he again repeated, diſmount, 


with a damn ye, do not ſtand trifling with me; arid at the 
- ſame time he was going to alight himſelf, in order, as I ſup- 


poſe, to ſearch me, which J obſerving, while his back was 
towards me, I took the opportunity, and ſuddenly ſeized his 


hand, and wrenched the piſtol from him, and then clapping 
it to his breaſt, bid-him ſurrender, which he did. A dray-man 
coming by aſſiſted me to carry him to H:ghgate, where he 


was ſecured. While he was in cuſtody there, he com- 


plained, that he had very bard fortune in being taken ſo ſoon, 
he having broke out of New-Priſon but the Sunday be- 

fore. | 3 | 
The priſoner faid nothing in his defence, and only inſiſted 


upon having his cloaths returned. The jury found him guilty. 


Death. 


Nathaniel Haves wes born in N orfolk, his father was 2 
Frazier of good repute in that county, and one who by his in- 


duſtry had acquired a moderate fortune, and was in a fair 
way to improve it, if death had not prevented him. He 


died in the firſt year of his ſon's age, and left him to the care 


of ſome relations in Hertfordſhire, by whom he was brought 
up, and put apprentice to Mr. Gladwell Peyton, an Upholſterer. 
He had not been there long, before he robbed his maſter, for 
Which he was apprehended, and tried at the Seſſions- Houſe in 
the Old-Bailey. To give a juſt account of that fact, we ſhall 


here inſert both his trial for the theft, and the trial of John 


Phiſfips for receiving the ſtolen goods, 


. . * See the form of this ſentence, and the manner of executing it, in the 
cafe of Willlam Spiggot, &c. p. "a 
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OCTOBER, 1720. 


Nathaniel Hawes, of St. Clement's Danes, was indicted for 
ſtealing ſeven yards and a half of ſattin, value 18s. five yards 


of mohair, value 28s. forty-ſeven yards of camblet, value 
- 61. 138. 6d. eight yards of burdet, and four yards of ticking, 
in the dwelling-houſe of James Gronas, and Gladwell Pey- 


ton, on the 9th of Sept. 1720. 


Mr. Peyton, The priſoner came to me upon liking, in 


order to be bound apprentice: he lived with me three months, 


and during that time, I frequently miſſed my goods of one ſort 


or other, and at laſt I began to make a ſtrict enquiry aſter 


them, upon which the priſoner went away the next morning, 
being Saturday, and left word, that he was gone to another 
maſter. His going away in a ſuch a-manner, gave me a 


great ſuſpicion of him; and what encreaſed it was, my being 
told, that he was afterwards ſeen to be very fluſh of money, 
and to appear in new cloaths and laced ruffles. I was in= 
formed too, that he uſed often to go to one Phillips, 
a piece-broker; upon which I got a warrant, and ſearched 
Phillips's houſe, and there I found as much mohair, damaſk, 
camblets, and other goods of mine, as were worth 10l. 148. 
which the priſoner, as he afterwards confeſſed, had ſold to 
this Phillips for 24s. Gd. he? | 
Mr. Green. When I ſerved the warrant on the priſoner 


he owned, that he ſtole thoſe goods from his maſter, and ſold 


them to the piece-broker. 


Mr. Brow». I went to the priſoner in the round-houſe, 


and he confeſſed to me there, that he had ſtolen thoſe goods 
from Mr. Peyton, and ſold them to Phillips, who bid him 


bring whatever he could get, and he would buy it of him. 
He told me the ſeveral particulars of the prices that he ſold 


them for, which I ſet down from his own mouth, and he 
afterwards ſigned his name to the paper. | | | 


_ This Paper was read in court, and the priſoner ac» 
| knowledged that he ſet his hand to it. The jury found him 


guilty to the value of 398. and he was ordered for tranſ- 


Portation. PRs 4 * 
But as a criminal convi cannot be a legal evidence againſt 


another perſon, till he has either obtained a pardon, or ſatis» 
ok juſtice, by undergoing the puniſhment appointed for his 


* 


offence; and as it would have been difficult to have convicted 


Phillips, except Hawes was made a witneſs, the order for 
TESTS, 2 tranſportation 
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tranſportation was changed for that of being burnt in the 


hand, which was executed i in March following. 


In APRIL, 1721, 


Jobn Phillips of S. Clement' s Danes, was indicted as ac- 
ceflary to a felony ; for that whereas Nathaniel Hawes was 


in October laſt indicted for feloniouſly ſtealing divers goods 

in the | houſe of James .Gronas, and Gladwell Peyton, of 
which indictment he was found guilty to the value of 39 s. 
he the ſaid John Phillips did receive the ſame, knowing them 
to be ſtolen. 


Mr. Peyton. Having ſeveral times miſſed my goods, and 


made enquiry after them, I was informed, that my ſervant 
Nat. Hawes, went frequently to my neighbour Phillips's ſhop 


to ſell ſuch: goods as 1 dealt in. Whereupon | got a ſearch- 
_ warrant, and went thither. The priſoner refuſed to let me 


ſearch till the warrant was produced, and then upon examining 
J found ſeveral of my goods there. The priſoner upon that 
laid them together, and told me, they were all mine, and 
deſired me to be eaſy, and not proſecute him. He bought 
ſome things for about 308. which coſt me 61. He at laſt con- 
fefled, that he had them of Hawes, though at firſt he ſaid, 
that he bought the mohair half-a year' before of an old wo- 
man; but being told, that it had not been loſt ſo long, he then 
ſaid, that it was within three weeks. 

John Green and William Brown confirmed that part of 


Mr. Peyton's evid nce, which related to finding the goods in 


the priſoner's ſhop. 


Nat. Hawes. I had got a habit of keeping of idle com- 


pany, and, wanting money one time, I ſtole a few remnants 
of my maſters, and .carried them to the priſoner, who took 

me down into his kitchen, and bought them of me, I car- 
ried goods to him ſeveral times after, and he always had me 


into his kitchen, or into a back-room, and bolted the door, 


and bid me ſpeak ſoftly, that the people in the ſhop might not 


hear, 1 fold him four yards of mohair, which coſt 75. 6d. for 


half a crown; a piece of camblet for guinea and a half * coſt 


61. and 8 other things at the like rates. I reckon I ſold 


him in the whole, as many goods as were worth upwards 


Here Hawes confeſſes, that he received 34 8. ſor hs part of 1 gocds, 
though at firſt, as appcars in the feregoing trial, be told his maſter, that 
* had 7 248. 6d. for the whelc.. A fon of a bad memory. ; 

on 215 
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preſence, all which is very 
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of 101. He gave me encouragement, by bidding me bring 
what goods I would, and he would buy them of me. I told 
him where I lived, but did not tell him that they were my 
maſter's goods, but my own. | " "58." 
| The priſoner in his defence did not deny that he bought 
the goods, but denied that he knew they were ſtolen. *©_ 

Mary Wargen, I was the priſoner's ſervant, and was al- 
ways in' the ſhop when Hawes came, and I uſed to'call my 


maſter down to him. I heard. him examine Hawes, if he 


came honeſtly by the goods, and Hawes told him yes, they 
were his own. My maſter always bought them in the ſhop, 
and never in the cellar, Thoſe goods (naming ſeveral par- 
ticulars) were brought by Hawes at four or five times, and 


were all that ever my maſter bought of him. At the time 


of the ſearch, my maſter took down the goods freely, and I 
heard Mr. Peyton ſay, that he believed my maſter came ho- 
neſtly by them. Here Mr. Peyton was called up again, and 
depoſed, that the priſoner did not voluntarily deliver up the 
goods, but equivocated. _ 8 F 
Mary Chaplain and Richard Atkinſon depoſed, that they 
heard the priſoner examine Hawes, whether he came honeftly 
by the goods or not. Oe en Wt ne Ur On 


Several other. witneſſes gave the priſoner the character 


of an honeſt induſtrious man. The jury found him guilty. 


17 e 
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. Newgate makes but few converts. Hawes, having now 
obtained his liberty, was ſo far from reforming his manners, 


by a juſt reflection on the late conſequences of his vicious 


courſes, that he preſently took up a reſolution of collecting 
money on the high-way, and the better to effect it, he entered 
into partnerſhip. with John James. Theſe two in company, 


made ſuch a cloſe application to buſineſs, that in about a 


fortnight's time they met with no leſs than eighteen prett) 
good bargains, which made a conſiderable advance in their 
ſtock. But, when they came to. ſettle their accompts, they 


could not agree about dividing the profits, and ſo the co- 


partnerſhip broke off, and each man determined to deal on 
his own bottom. 3 —:.. 
This quarrel made them jealous of one another; and 


According to this depoſition of the © priſoner's maid, it was utterly im- 
poſſible for Hawes to come to his houſe at any time but” when the was in the 


kely to be true. 


ſhop,'or ever to ſell him ay goods, or fo much as ſpcak to him, but in her 


' Hawes, 
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he broke out from thence with Will. Burridge. 


' Ittle concerned about the condition he was in. 


64 NATHA NIEL HA WES, for Ronriv. 


Hawes, imagining that James in revenge would come in 
and impeach him, was reſolved to be before-hand with him, 


and therefore immediately ſurrendered himſelf to Jonathan 


Wild, and made a diſcovery of ſeveral robberies which he 
and James had been concerned in. James upon this was , ap- 
prehended;; and being tried for. robbing Collet Mawhood, 
in which trial Hawes was an evidence againſt him, he was 
convicted and executed. 5 

Though the capitally convicting but one criminal ſaves the 
life of a felon, who comes in voluntarily, and makes him- 


ſelf an evidence; yet it does not entitle him to his liberty. 


Hawes therefore was ſent back to New-Priſon, (for his life 
had been in danger in Newgate, the priſoners there have ſuch 
an averſion to evidences) but not liking his accommodation, 
| Theſe two, for three or four nights ſucceſſively, com- 
mitted ſeveral robberies on Hackney-road ; the laſt of which 
was an attack upon four ladies in a coach, from whom they 
took a wedding-ring, two ſnuff-boxes, and forty ſhillings. 
The next evening Hawes ſet out by himſelf, and commited the 
fact for which he was tried and condemned, as is related 
above. 1 e | 
For  fome time aſter ſentence, he affected to * but 
e even 
ſeemed emulous of diſtinguiſhing himſelf from the reſt of 
the priſoners, by an audacious behaviour, which he miſtook 
for a greatneſs of ſoul. But when the dead-warrant came 
down, he diſcovered different ſentiments : he then acknow- - 


' Tedged, that it was not for the ſake of being hanged in bet- 


ter apparel, that he bore the 250 Ib. weight on his breaſt for 
feven minutes, dut from a vain ambition of gaining the applauſe 


| of his fellow-criminals for his courage. He ſaid that hegknew 


of the robbery lately committed near Bow, and that a fovt- 
man, who was ſent to the Compter on ſuſpicion, was no 


way concerned in it. That he knew no harm of the ſon 


of the perſon who keeps the Bell ale-houſe, in Newtoner's- 


Lane; but deſired him to conſider of the untimely end of | 


Nathaniel Hawes. 


He was hanged at Tyburn, on Friday the 4 of 88 | 
ber, 1721, in the 20th year of his age. TE 
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JAMES SHAW and RICHARD NORTON, for 
a ROBERT; and JAMES SHAW (alone) for a 
 RoBperyY and Annen aun, 17 14. 


| AM ES SHAW, alias Smith, alias Thomſon, and Ri- 


chard Norton, * Watkins, we re indicted for aſſaulting 


Charles Hungate on the highway, in the pariſh of St. Pancras, 
and taking from him a black gelding, value 101. and a bridle 


and ſaddle, value 5 8. the goods of Robert Adams, and 8 s. 
the money of the ſaid Charles Hungate, on the 27th of De- 


| cember, 172. 


Robert Adams. I lent my horſe with the bridle and ſaddle to 
Mr. Wolfe, of Lincoln's-Inn (to whom Charles Hungate is a 
ſervant. ) I found the bridle and ſaddle at the priſoner Nor- 


ton's father's, and my horſe in the pound, The 1 ; 
told me, that he found him turned looſe in Tothill-fields. | 
ſoon as I heard of the robbery, I ſuſpected Norton, pecans | 


he had been heard to fay, that he had turned out *. 


Charles Hungate, Between fix and ſeven at night, on the 
27th of December, in my return from Highgate, I was at- 


tacked by two men, between that and Kentiſh- Town. They 


took away the horſe I rode on, and eight ſhillings, but I don't 
know. who they were, for it was ſo dark, that I could not 


diſtinguiſh their perſons. 
Richard Hughs, I am boltler at the Croſ - Keys, in St. 


Martin's-lane. On the Thurſday after the robbery, Nor- 


ton, the priſoner, came to our houſe with a lame horſe, which 


he ſaid belonged to a gentleman in Weſtminſter. The horſe 


had loft one of his hind ſhoes, and he left orders for us to 
give him ſome corn, and to ſhoe both his hind feet; and he 
faid, that either himſeif, or the gentleman, would fetch him 


away the next morning. At night he came again, and hid 


us ſhoe his fore-feet ; but he came no more till Saturday morn- 


ing, and then he was in ſuch a hurry, that he would not ſtay 


till the horſe was dreſſed : I afterwards ſaw the ms: horſe | in 


Mr. Adams's ſtables. 


| Norton, J had orders from this gentleman to carry the horſe 
thither. 


Court, What, the kn ow: 7. was he the gentleman | 
that gave you orders? | 


Shaw, No, it was not me, for I was then in the country. 
* Toturu-out, is a cant term, for going to rob or itcal, 
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Juſtice Blackerby. Norton told me at firſt, that the gentle- 
man who gave him orders was a ſtranger to him; but being 
aſked, if he had never been an accomplice with any one, he at 
laſt owned, that he was acquainted with Shaw, and that Shaw 
was with him when he turned the horſe looſe. | 

E izabeth I/hite. | went to Watkins's houſe. Watkins is 
Norton's father-in-law, and, while I was there, Shaw was 
ſtanding by the fire, and ſomebody ſaid, that Norton was 
taken up. Aye, ”? ſays Shaw, he's taken up for turning 

my horſe looſe; and with that he went out immediately. 
\ Crawly. I am hoſtler at the Blue-Boar's-head, in 
King-ſtreet, Weſtminſter. Between ſeven and eight on Sa- 
tur day night, not long after Chriſtmas, Watkins, alias Nor- 
ton, brought a horſe to our inn, and ordered him to be ready 
by five o'clock on Monday morning, and then, he and Shaw 
came together. Shaw brought a mare with him, and, the 
horſe not being dreſſed, he ſaid, Hoſtler, we are in hafte, 
lend me your curry comb, and I will drefs bim myſelf, for I 
am uſed to it;“ and when he had done, they both mounted, 
and rode away together. I afterwards ſaw the ſame horſe in 
Mr. Adams's ſtable. 

John Davis, Beadle. I took Shaw, laſt Thurſday, and up- 
on ſearching him, I found, in one of his waiſtcoat pockets, 
a piſtol ready primed, and loaded with a brace of bullets, and 
in the other a maſk, a flint, ſome bullets, and looſe powder. 

Francis Key, My father is the pound-keeper. I found the 
horſe looſe in 1 Tothill- fields, and met Norton with a ſaddle un- 
der his great- coat. I afked him where he got that ſaddle? 

and he ſaid, he had been at Chelſea to fetch it for a gentleman. 

Shaw. It ſignifies nothing for me to give the court any fur- 
ther trouble. Norton is innocent, I ordered him to carry 
the horſe to the two inns, and afterwards to turn bim looſe ; 
and it was 1 and another man that committed this robbery. 

Court. A priſoner's confeſſion will affect bimſelf; but 
whatever he ſays, for or againſt another, is of no weight. 


I be jury will only regard evidence. If Norton has any wit- 


neſſes, either to the fact, or his character, let them be called. 
George Douiney. The priſoner, Norton, lived in my neigh- 
bourhood ; he was a rude, roguiſh boy, and given to Play 3 ; 
but I never knew that he was diſhoneſt. © 

| Court. How comes he to go by two names: 5 

Deutney. His own father's name was Norton, but his mo- 
ther married a ſecond huſband, whoſe name is Watkins, and 
this Watkins is a bailiff, and the priſoner was his ſetter, and 


fo ſome people called bia by his father-in-law's name. 
: | Juſtice * 
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le- '- Juſtice Blackerby, Watkins's houſe is a harbour for thieves; 
ng whores, pimps, bawds, and procurers. . 

at The jury acquitted Norton, and found Shaw guilty. Death. 
aw 


Jumes Shaw was a ſecond time indiQed for aſſaulting Philip 
Potts, on the highway, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him a filver hilted ſword, value 3 J. and a ſilver watch, va- 
lue 5 . on the 24th of June, N 

le was a third time indicted for the murder of Philip Potts, 


forehead, near the left eye, on the 24th of June laſt, of which 


"wt mortal bruiſe he languiſhed till the 26th of the e ſame month, 
2 and then diet. 

418g He was a fourth time indifted; on the corozer's inqueſt, 
5 for the ſaid murder. 


3 mitted this robbery near the Tile-kilns, at Pancras, between 
nf 10 and 11 on Saturday night. The priſoner knocked the de- 
N ceaſed off his horſe with a ſtaff. He made ſome reſiſtance, 
Us 


but we got him under us, and then robbed him. Reading 
took his ſword, and ftruck at him with his ſtaff. The deceaſed 
| bled at the head; and we left him in that condition, lying 
upon the ground. 

Priſener. Drew only ſwears. this for the ſake of the 1401. 
reward; and he has been proved perjured i in this court before, 
and therefore it is hard that his oath ſhould be taken now. 


_ I own, I have been{ in ſeveral robberies with him and Read- 
lle? ing; but never was concerned with them in this, or any 
1 other robbery, near Pancras. 


Peter Green. Somebody came to my miltrels Towers's 
» houſe, and told us, that a gentleman was robbed ; upon which 
my miſtreſs. deſired me to go and meet my aſter, who was 
gone out, and fo I and John Pritchard went, and we met the 


mile off, by three men, who took his (word and watch ; and 
that the leaſt of the three knocked him off his horſe. He was 


DS in a very bad condition, and we. kelped him along ; but, be- 
ieh. fore we could get him to the Pindar of Wakefield, he was 
* 1 taken, ſpeechleſs, and dropped down in the path, Und then 
* Pritchard carried him on his back to the ale-houſe, and there a 


ſurgeon took out a piece of his ſkull, and I ſaw his brains. 
John Pritchard 1 was at Towers's houſe with Peter Green, 


e when Mrs. Towers deſired me to go and meet her huſband. 
_ q We met the deceaſed ; his head was all bloody, and he wiped 
_ it under his hat with his handkerchief. hen he came to 


72 5 | Batle- 


by giving hin, with a wooden ſtaff, one mortal bruiſe on the 


ILſaac Drew. 1 and James Reading, * the 9 com- 


deceaſed, who faid he had been robbed, about a quarter of a 
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Battle-bridge, he cried, Lord have mercy on my foul; 1 
can go no farther ;*”” and then he fell down, and ſpoke no 
more. I took him on my back, and carried him to the Pin- 
dar of Wakefield. This was on Saturday night, and he died 
on Monday morning. Sy 2 | | 
Mr. Moore, ſurgeon. I was ſent for to the deceaſed. He 
had a wound on the right-ſide of his fore-head, but that was 
not mortal; but on the left-ſide I found a large contuſion 
from a blow, which was the cauſe of his death. The ſkull 
was not broke with the blow, but it was trepanned. He had 
ſeveral other wounds and bruiſes. | EY. 
Jonathan Wild. After Mr. Potts's death, on William Bur- 
ridge's information, I took James Reading, and he impeach- 
ed Iſaac Drew, the drover, and the priſoner Shaw, for this 
robbery and murder, in hopes of being admitted an evidence 
againſt them; but he was diſappointed by Burridge's being 
nude an evidence againſt him, for robbing Mr. — — a 
'Hdwever, I took Iſaac Drew, and John Dykes, together in 
Holborn, and each of theſe offered to be an evidence againſt 
the other, but Drew ſucceeded, and Dykes was convicted on 
his evidence. The priſoner Shaw being apprehended for 
robbing Mr. Hungate, he thought lik-wiſe to fave himſelf by 
impeaching Drew ; but Drew, going firſt before the juſtice, 
impeached Shaw: for, ſays he, there's no other remedy, 
and if 1 do not leave off this trade, I ſhall come to be hanged.” 
 Conftable., When Shaw was taken he ſaid, he was a dead 
man. I aſked him, if he could not fave himſelf by being an evi- 
dence? and he anſwered, ** No, Long Iſaac has ſworn againft 
me already, and I know he will hang me.” | 
The jury found him guilty of all the indictments. Death. 
James Shaw was condemned in the 28th year of his age. 
His parents ſent him to ſchool] when he was young; but, hav- 
ing no inclination to learning, he made but little improve- 
ment; nor would he continue long at any trade, though he 
was tried at ſeveral, one of which was that of a gun lock-ma- 
ker. He would not own, however, that he was naturally of 
a vicious difpolition, but that his ill conduct and misfortunes 
were all owing to his wife; for that, when he was firſt mar- 
ried. to her, he was very induſtrious, and conftantly carried 
home nine ſhillings a week; but ſtill, when he returned wea- 
Ty from work, he could never find her at home, and ſhe nei- 
ther took care of him, nor of any thing elſe, but let every 
thing run to ruin, which made him reſolve to work no longer 
to ſo little purpoſe. He ſaid too, that the child ſhe had was 
none of his; and, in a werd, that her behaviour had been 
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ſuch, that he heartily hated her. And though the ordinary 


aſſured him, that he would be forgiven, if he forgave others, 
and threatened him with hell-fire, ifzhe did not, yet it all ſig- 


nified nothing, there was no abatement in his enmity co his 


wife, he could not bear the ſight of her, and to hear her ſpeak, 
was to him inſupportable! - 1 5 
However, he ſaid, he did all he could to obtain God's par- 


don, for the many robberies he had been guilty of. That 


moſt of theſe he had committed betwixt London and Hamp- 
ſtead, upon ſuch who went to, or returned from the Wells, 
or Belſize, and that the ſoldiers gave him and his ac- 
complices but little diſturbance. That he had ſometimes 


taken ſixty or eighty pounds at a time. That he had often 


robbed on Hampſtead-heath, and Finchley- common, both on 


horſeback and on foot. But that the moſt cruelty was com- 


mitted in foot-robberies, and eſpecially if the perſon they 


robbed was on horſeback, in which caſe murder ſometimes 
enſued ; for they thought the ſureſt way to eſcape from a 
horſeman, was to knock him off, and then either to bind or 


diſable him, to prevent his purſuit. | 

And yet he denied that he was any way concerned in the 
murder of Mr, Potts, or that in any of his robberies he ever 
uſed violence to any man, except to one who lives at Hington, 


whom he and his accomplices robbed near the place where the 
men hang in chains at Holloway, and that then he only gave 


that man a flap on the face after he had bauled out rogues ! 


bighway- men! and murder! for a long time, before any 


body touched him, and this he inſiſted on for ſome time ; but 
at laſt he owned he knew of the murder, and gave ſuch a 
very particular account of the manner in which it was com- 
mitted, as amounted to a confeſſion that he was preſent. 


But, in order to convince the chaplain of Newgate, that 


he was not ſo great a reprobate as ſome might imagine, he 
ſaid, it was his firm opinion, that it was a much greater 


. fin to rob a poor man, or the church of God, than thoſe who 


would have ſpent the money he took from them in gaiety and 
luxury, or thoſe who perhaps had unjuſtly acquired it by ga- 


ming. What a conſcientious foot-pad and murderer was this 

how great his compaſſion for the poor and diftreſſed ! how ex- 
traordinary his juſtice in puniſhing evil-doers, and his care in 
preventing the rich from making an ill uſe of their money! 


and, above all, what a pious regard does he ſhew for the 
church of God ! and yet it does not appear, that in any of 


his robberies he gave himſelf the trouble of enquiring into 
theſe particulars. Did he take it for granted, that Providence 
GM TR : would 
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would ſaffer none but the rich and the wicked to fall into his 
hands? 

He ſaid, that he never knew any thing that hed: him to 
the heart; but the death of William Barton; * (who was 
executed in May laft, for robbing the lord yiſcount Liſburn 
on the highway) for that he himſelf was concerned in that 
; robbery, and ought to have died for it: and that he could not, 
when Barton died, keep out of his mind that he fhould 
quickly follow him in the ſame manner. | 

And he was not miſtaken, for he made his exit at Ty burn, 

on Thurfday the Sch of F N 17411. 
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10 N SMIT H, FI ber, January, 1721-2. 
OHN SMITH, of St. Botolph, without Aldgate, 


was indicted for the murder of Matthew Walden, by giv- 


ing him one mortal wound of the length of one inch, and 
depth of three inches, by diſcharging a piſtol loaded with pow- 
der and bullets, on the 22d of November laſt, of which mor- 
tal wound he inſtantly died. He was a ſecond time indicted on 
the coroner's inqueſt for the ſaid murder. 


Heſter Walker. I keep the town of Lynn alehouſe, at the 
Hermitage. About ten at night the priſoner came in, ſat 


down at an open table by the fire in the fore room, and call- 
ed for a pint of beer. I drew it for him, and then carried him 
a candle; he ſaid he wanted no light, but I ſat it by him, and, 
going into another room, I heard a noiſe like the throwing of 
a candleſticx. I was a little {urprized, and returned preſently 
to know what was the matter, when I ſaw the priſoner 8 1 
out at the door, putting his hand in his boſom, upon whit 
cried out murder 

Court. For what reaſon? 

H. V. A woman who ſat by the fire told me, ſhe ſaw him 


have a piſtol. 


Court. But had you any ground to believe that he intended 


to do miſchief with it ? 

H. M. I was afraid of it; becauſe he had formerly kept 
company with Sarah Thompſon (who ſold oyſters at my door) 
and had told her, if ever ſhe married he would ſhoot her. Now 
ſhe was newly married, and ſhe and her huſband were in the 
room when he was going out. Upon my crying murder, he 
ran from the door,. and the deceaſed followed him. I went 
out with a candle, and did not go above twelve yards hefore 1 


* Barton was convicted in April, 1721. See his trial p. 28, 


ſaw 


1 lighted the deceaſed to 
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ſaw the flaſh of a piſtol, and heard it 80 off, and : at the ſame 


time the deceaſed fell down. 
Sarah Thompſon. Between 9 and 10 at night, as 51 was ſit- 


ting at Mrs. Walker's door with oyſters, the priſoner went in. 


I had a mind to ſee him, becauſe we had been pretty intimate 
together formerly, and I had not ſeen him a long time, and fo 
went in, and, as] paſt by him, I ſaid, © how do ye do John?“ 
. he, are you married? I wiſh you nuch joy, 
and be dainned to ye.” And with that he took ſomething out 
of his boſom, I know not what it was, but preſ ntly, as I 
was going into the kitchen, a candleſtic flew at me; Mrs. 
Walker cried murder. and he ran into the ſtreet. 
Elizabeth Damſlan. I was at Mrs. Walker's when the pri- 
ſoner came in. He called for a pint of beer, and began to 


talk with me and ſome others, when Sarah Thompſon came 
by, and aſked him how he did. He wiſhed her much joy, 


and clapt his hand to his boſom ; 1 was afraid of miſchief, and 
puſhed her into the kitchen, Hou then heard a candleflick 


thrown, Mrs, Walker cried murder | he went out, and. 1 | 
heard a piſtol go off. 
Robert Wed, nl I heard a cry of murder! and 


ſaw the priſoner run, I endeavoured to ſtop him, but he got 


looſe. The deceaſed came out of Walker's houſe, and over- 


took me. I foliowed, and about ſixty yards from Walker's 


| houſe the piſtol was fired, when preſ-ntly the deceaſed clapt 


his hand on the wound, and ſaid, Lord have m:rcy upon 


me, he has ſhot me!“ 


Court. Did you fee the lei fire the piſtol ? ? 


Ke. W. | cannot ſay that; but when I was in Walker 2 


houſe a little before, I {ol a piſtol in the priſoner's boſom z 


FW. Thompſon. The prifoner came to Walker's, called 


for beer, and paid for it before it was brought. He aſked me 
if I would drink with him, but J ſaid, ** No, I have not 
long to ſtay.” My wife, Sarah Thompſon, coming by, ſhe 


afked him how he did, and he anſwered, “ Ye bitch, I'll 
ſhoot you through the body this minute.” Upon which, Mrs. 


Walker cried murder! he ran out, the deceaſed after him, 
and I after the deceaſed ; I followed the priſoner ſo cloſe that 


once I touched his piſtol with my hand, and the watchman 
got before and ſtood a-croſs the kennel to ſtop him; the priſo- 
ner then turned about, and I ſaw him fire the piſtol, upon 
which the deccaſed fell, and I catched him in my arms. 


3 


is lodging, where he fell down, and 
died before the ſurgeon came. The priſoner eſcaped. 


R. Weed. | 
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R. Weed again. I did not ſee any body near the priſoner 
but the deceaſed. - 

Priſoner. I had formerly courted Sarah Thompſon, and 
was juſt landed from Graveſend, when I went into Walker's, 
where I heard ſhe was married. Upon which, I faid to thoſe 
that told me, if ſhe is married let her go, for I have no more to 
fay to her ;—and ſo I went out again, and, as to what Wil- 
liam Thompſon has ſworn, it's all out of malice, becauſe he 
has married her, and wants to get rid of me. 

The jury found him guilty. Death, 

When John Smith received ſentence of death, he was about 
forty years old. He was bred to the ſea, had wel in moſt 
of Queen Ann's wars againſt the French; he was nn 
engaged in the ſea- fight with the Spaniards, near Meflina, 
Sicily, where the Spaniſh fleet was broken and diſperſed ; * 


being lately too much on ſhore (which was always his aver- | 


ſion) he turned his hand to pilfering, not ſo much for the 
ſake of what he could fteal, but only, as he ſaid, for want 


of other employment. How rarely do we thus meet with | wad 


duſtry without a view of ſelf-intereſt ! 


But he had not followed this trade long, before a friend of 
his, one Woolford, who carried on the ſame bulineſs, was 
condemned to be hanged for being over diligent in his calling. 
Smith was alarmed at this, and begun to fear, that if he con- 


tinued in that way of dealing, he ſhould meet with the ſame 
misfortune; and therefore he concluded it would be the wiſeſt 
way to leave it off in time, and take ſome other courſe of 
life. And, that this reflection might have the ſtronger im- 
preſſion on his mind, he attended his friend to the place of 
execution, and there meeting with his friend's wife (wha hag 


likewiſe been wife to one Lowder, who was hanged in chains 


at Holloway) he, took her home to his own bed. One would 
imagine that the daily fight of a woman, who had had two 
huſbands hanged, muſt certainly keep the danger of a halter 
freſh in his memory; and yet he foj mortally hated idleneſs, 
that he would ſtill be doing. 

When he came to the place of execution, he appeared un- 
daunted at the near approach of death. He confeſſed the 
crime for which he was condemned to ſuffer, delivered a pa- 


per to the ordinary, and then Jeft the world with this advice 


to the ors : 88 


Take warning by me, and beware bow you liſten to the 
thngues of women! 5 ry | 


The 
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away quietly after ſuch an action ?—By no means, 


The Cory of JOHN SMITH's Paper. 


1 Was born of honeſt parents, bred to the ſea, and lived 


 * honeſt till T was led aſide by lewd women. { then robbed. 
on ſhips, and never robbed on ſhore. I had no defign to kill 

the woman who jilted me, and left me for another man, but 

only to terriſy her, for I could have ſhot her when the loaded 


piſtol was at her breaſt ; but I curbed my paſhon, and only 
threw a candleſtick at her. I confeſs my cruelty towards my 


wife, who is a woman too good for me; but | was at firſt 
forced to forſake her for debt, and go to ſea. I hope in God 
none will reflect on her, or my poor innocent children, who 


could not help my ſad paſſion, and more ſad death. 
Written by me, 


From what was ſaid at his trial, it might be ſuppoſed, that 


his keeping company with the oyſter- woman was with a deſign 
to marry her; but here it appears in a different light; for he 


owns he had a wife and children, and *tis therefore with an ill 
grace that he charges her with jilting him. He would make a 


merit of not killing her, when it was in his power, and pre- 
tends he had no other deſign than to frighten her : but was it 


neceſſary to load a piſtol for that? would not an uncharged. 


piſtol have anſwered his purpoſe as well? Is there no room 
then to ſuſpect that his firſt iatention was to ſhoot her, though 
upon ſęcond thoughts he did not execute it? Tis true, it was 
in his power to have killed her in the houſe ; but could he hope 
to eſcape? could he think the company there would let him go 


would not a conſideration of this weight be a ſufficient motive. 
to change his firſt purpoſe ? * Vis not abſurd to think it would, 


and conſequently that a regard for his own life was the means 


of prelerying her's. 


obſerve one thing mare in this paper of his. He ſays, he 


never robbed on ſhore. This is contradictory to the narra- 
tive above, the ſubſtance of which is taken from the account 


given by the ordinary of Newgate. The ordinary's words 


are theſe :——* He ſajd his life had not been the life of a 
robber, but, being of late too much on ſhore, which was al- 
ways hateful and uneaſy to him, he could not find any way 
of ſpending bis time, out a guilty of pilfering and fieal- 
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JOHN SMITH. 
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2 The Second Trial of B UTLE R FOX, fora RoBsery, 


— 


74 BUTLER FOX, for Roneeny. 
Ing, as much through want of buſineſs and employment, as 
otherwife,”? 


John Smith was ned at Tyburn, on Vhurkday, Feb. 
8, 1721-2, 
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fire among ye. I gave him my purſe, he aſked what was in 


between twelve and one in the morning. There were two 
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January 1721-2. | = 


UTLER FOX. was lid for aſſaulting John Gunn 

on he highway, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him a filk purſe, value 2s. 6d. and 45- 6d. in money, on 
the 22d of September laſt. 

John Gunn, The Cilleter [Cirenceſter] ſtage-coach took 
me up at the Bear, in Piccadilly, on the 2d of September, a 
little after twelve in the morning. As | was afraid of being 
robbed, I took no more than 4s. "and 6d. with me; but ] tied 
ie up in a green ſilk purſe, that if J ſhould happen to meet 
with any highwaymen, they might think there was gold in it, 
and ſo treat me with more civility, When we came to 
Knightſbridge, the coach was ſtopped by two men on horſe- 
back. One of th'm came to me on the right ſide of the 
coach, :nd ſwore, G—d d—n ye, deliver quickly, or Pit 


it, and I ſaid half a guinea, and three or four ſhillings. He 
did not offer to ſearch me, but when he had got my money, 
he ſaid to his companion, let's go. His companion anſwered, 
no, not yet. It was a little moon-light, but I could not 
plainly ſee who they were, only I obſerved, that he wha rob- 
bed me, rode on a black horſe with a whitiſh bridle. Tp eng 
Mr. Ditton. I was in the coach at the ſame time. It was 


highwaymen in diſguiſe, one on each fide of the coach, they 
preſented their piſtols, and demanded our money. One of 
them robbed me of 115. 6d. and a tec] cork- ſcrew. _ 
Will. Hawkins. The priſoner and I committed this rob- 
bery. He hired a large black gelding of Mr. Norris, at Finſ- 
bury, and I borrowed a bay mare of Mr. Carter, at London- 
Wall. We had agreed to rob the Ciſſeter coach; we met in 
Moorkelds, and went to the inn where the Sach goes from, 
to ſee what paſſengers went in it; we ſaw only three there, 
but heard that, the, coach was to take up more company at the 
Bear-inn, i in Piccadill ly; we went thither, and ſaw Mr. Gunn 
and two women 8⁰ into the coach, which then drove away, 
| Md 
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ind we followed and fad it at Knightſbridge, we took 
from the paſſengers a cork- ſcrew, a green filk purſe, with 4s. | 
6d. in it, and about 20s. more, in all. This was on the 2d 
of September, between twelve and one in the morning. Then 
we rid by Chelſea, and ſo came into the Strand, and there he 
carried me to a night-cellar, that'is kept by .one of his ac- 
quaintance—the man's name is Lupton. We ſtaid there till 
between two and three, and went thence to Mount-mill, at 
the end of Goſwel-ſtreet, where we waited for the Hunting 
ton coach. When we came up, we robbed Sir Edward Law- 
rence of his portmanteau, which I carried to Mr. Carter's, at 
London-wall, and the priſoner took care of the horſes. I had 
not been long at Carter” s, before the priſoner followed me, L 
aſked him where he had put up my mare, he told me at Nor- 
ris's, D n ye for a fool, ſays I, the mare's as well known 
there as I am, go and fetch her away directly; and ſo he went 
and brought the mare to Carter's. As we went through Gol- 


well-ſtreet, towards Mount-mill, we met Richard Portinger. 


R. Portinger. I being under trouble, was going along Goſ- 
well-ſtreet, ' about three in the morning, on the 2d of Sep- 
tember, and there I met Hawkins and the priſoner on horſe- 


back. Hawkins was on a bay mare, and the priſoner on a 


black horſe, Returning about ſix, 1 heard, the Huntington 
coach had been robbed, upon which I went to Carter's, and 
called my friend Fox out, and ſaid, I hoped he was not con- 
cerned in that robbery, and he told me no. And ſoon after 
that, J was arre led. 

Norris. On the firſt of September the priſoner hired a black 
horſe of me to go, as he ſaid, to Croydon, for his maſter, the 
bridle was white, but a little dirty. About four next morn- 
ing he brought the horſe home, and a mare with him. I aſked 


him why he kept the horſe ſo long, and he (aid his maſter got 


fuddled, and fell a-ſleep, and he was forced to ſtay till his 
hap was out. The priſoner then went away, but in about a 
quarter of an hour, he returned and touk the mare with him, 

Carter, Hawkins borrowed my mare to £0. and, ſee his mo- 
ther, as he told me. And about four next morning he came 
home, and the priſoner came in ſoon after. Hawkins alked 


him where the mare was, he anſwered, that he had ſet her 


up at Norris's: dn ye, ſays Hawkins, ſhe is as well known 

there as J am, go and feteh her hither, which the priſoner did. 
Robert Lupton, Hawkins and the priſoner called at my 
night-cellar in the Strand, I aſked the priſoner how he came 
to be out ſo late? He faid be had been at my lord Hallifax's. 
8 "WI Ay oe es. And 
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acquainted? Why, ſays Hawkins, I had robbed for a long 


7565 BUTLER FOX, for Ronzery. 

And where are your horſes? fays I, why, ſays he, at the 

door, there is one a holding them. 1 

Court, When was this? 8 e 

Tupton. About four months ago, but I am not certain te 
the time. It was about the middle of the night. | 
Jonathan Wild, When I went to take the ptifoner he 
ſwore he would not go with me; but I told him, if he offered 


to refiſt, I would ſhoot him, upon which he ſurrendered, 


and we we ſaid, aye, ye rogue, this is your friend Hawkins's 
doings ! FR PE goth 

Priſoner. I hired the horſe at Norris's to go to Chingſ- 
ford, over Epping-foreſt, about Portinger's buſineſs. As 
J was coming back, I met with Hawkins, and it being ny 
early in the morning, I was unwilling to knock Norris up fo 
foon, and I having a countryman, Mr. Lupton, who keeps 


4 night-cellar, in the Strand, we went thither, and from 


thence I went with the horſes to Mr. Norris's. Arcs 
Piertinger. The priſoner did hire a. horſe to fetch ſome 
money for me, I cannot be exact as to the time, dut it was 


after I met him in Goſwell- ſtreet, for I was then at large, and 


he was not about my buſineſs. He did not go till after I was 
arreſted. F i!! Do to es gr 
© Prifner, When Hawkins was committed to the Compter 


* 


and afterwards has gone to his poreefing. fon on which 


time, 
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BUTLER FOX, for Ros. 57 


time, and was ſo well . that I could ſeldom be truſted 


with a horſe, and knowing that Fox lived in good credit, and 


employed by ſeveral tradeſmen, I inſinuated myſelf into his 
company, at firſt, on purpoſe to get him to hire horſes for 
me in the name of ſome of his maſters. 1 have known him 
{ixteen or eighteen months, but be never committed any 
robbery with me, but tha one upon Sir Edward Law- 
Jene. 

Hawlins, No, I did not ſays that we never committed 
any robbery together but that one robbery ; but I ſaid that 
we: never went a robbing together but that one day; and 
this robbery was committed the. ſame day as we rob 6d Sir 
Edward, . 

A great many witneſſes appeared to the priſaper 's charafier; 


| and the jury acquitted: him. 


But, though Hawkins fwore thus, yet he afterwards ſwore 


another robbery againſt Fox. For, 
At the aſſizes held at Croydon, on the 14th of March, 


1721-2, before Sir Littleton. Powis,. Kat. one of his majeſty” 3 


jonny of the court of King's-Beach, 
Butler Fox was indicted for robbing colonel Hino 


on Wimbledon-common, of which, on the evidence of 


Hawkins, the jury. found him guilty, and he received ſentence 


of death for the ſame. 


Hawkins muſt. have AF 12h Rane in one of Ky two 


*caſes, and if it was the latter, then Fox was condempgd He 


what he Was innocent of. 5 24 


4517 : 


Afr eaten, Fox gave a fort account by inf. 


He faid he was about 29 years of age, che hs with bbrn 


within a mile of Northampton, that bis parents were honeſt, 


that they put him apprentice to à calendar, and buckram 


ſtiffner, with whom he ſerved his time faithfully, and was a2 


good workman in that buſineſs, and followed it conftanely, 
till he turned to be a ticket. portet. That then he pied in and 
about Milk-ftreet, where. he had a large acquaintances and 
was entruſted very conſiderably by ſeveral eminent tradeſmen, 
which truſt, he ſaid, he had always diſcharged honeſtly, as 
they themſelves had atteſted on his two trials at the Old-Bailey, 
and, ſome of them on his trial at Croydon. 

He. confeſſed, however, that he was guilty of the two 


„„ 


i robber es of hich. he Was ac dtted at the Old Bailey. but he 
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78 WILLIAM BURRIDGE, for Horſe-Glealit, 


ſiedfaſtly denied to > the laſt, that he wes guilty of that for 
which he ſuffered. 


He was cnt at Croydon, on s Saturday March 375 
1722. 


— 


WILLIAM BURRIDGE, tonite BERRIDGE, for 
mat keit, March, 1722. | 


7 ILLIAM BURRIDGE, of St. Martin's in the Fields; 


was indicted for ſtealing a bay gelding, value 81. the 


goods of William Wragg, on the 23d of January laſt, 

Jahn Woodford, On the 23d of January at night, T put 
up Mr. Wragg's gelding in the ſtable at Galby, in Leiceſter- 
ſhire, and next morning it was miſſing. I know it to be the 
ſame gelding that the priſoner was a 'ter taken upon. 

Mr. Breeknock. 1 feceived a letter from Mr. Wragg, in- 


forming me, that he had Joſt his gelding, which gelding I had 
often ſeen. I advertiſed it in the Daily Courant, and ſoon af- 


ter, as I was ſtanding with Groves, in Bond ſtreet, I ſaw 


the priſoner ride upon the ſame gelding. We dogged him 


into the Falcon- inn, and endeavoured to ſeize him, but he 


pulled out a piſtol, and ſwore, he would ſhoot us through the 


head, if we did not keep off, by which means he made his 
eſcape from thence ; but, being ny purited; he was taken 
in the fields by May-Fair. 

Priſoner, I 
ceſter. . 

Court. Will you prove that ? 

Priſoner. Yes, I have two witneſſes to Spar- it, but my 
chief evidence, Mr. Hudſon, is not yet come. 


Court. But if you came by the horſe honeſlly, why 
did you threaten to ſhoot thoſe who offered to ſeize you ? | 


Priſoner. I confeſs I have committed ſeveral robberies for- 


'werly, that I Have been an evidence agaivſt others, and that 
I broke out of gaol ſome time before I bought the | horſe, for 


which reaſon I knew. my life was in danger, and therefore 
carried piſtols for my own ſecurity, and when theſe men 


endeavoured to ſeize me, I never thought they were come to 
charge me with horſe-ſtealing, but with ſome fact that I had 


been guilty of. Here are my two witnefies. 
Hilliam Strickland, | worked journey-work for ſome time 


at Derby, where I had 58. a week and 135 board; but my 


maſter 


bought 1 the horſe at the mn Oak i in Lei 
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WILLIAM BURRIDGE, for Horſe-ſtealing, 79 


maſter having no further buſineſs for me, we parted on Satur- 


: day night, and I went for London. 
Court. What buſineſs are you? And where do you live 


now ? 


Strickland. I am a journeyman ſoap-caſk-cooper 3 I live | 
in Newtoner's-ſtreet; and, ſo as I was a ſaying, I went from 
Derby, and came to the Royal- Oak in Leiceſter, on Monday, 
evening, the ©th of January. 


Court. Are you ſure it was Monday ?. - 


Strickland. Yes; I cannot be miſtaken as to that, for 3 | 
left my maſter on Saturday night, when he paid me my 
week's wages. I came part of the way on Sunday, and 


it was the next day that I came to Leiceſter, and, coming 


into the Royal-Oak, I fat down in the kitchen, and called 
for a pint of beer; thirs'1 ſaw the priſoner, and one Mr. 
Hill, (2s I heard him called) a bargaining for a horſe, and 


at laſt they agreed upon 121. for the price. The priſoner 
paid the money, and Mr. Hill gave him a receipt for it, and 


the maid of the houſe, Betty Aſhworth, ſet her hand to the. 
receipt as a witneſs. | 


Court, How was the receipt dated ? | 

Strictland. The ſame day, the 6th of January? 

Court. But might not they miſtake the day of the month 
when they dated it ? 

Strickland, No, we looked in the almanack. 


Court, How came the priſoner to find you out in Lon- | 


don ? 


Strickland. v hy after the receipt was given, the priſoner 
and I drank together, and I told him where he might hear of 


me; and ſo, when he was committed to Newgate, he ſent o 
me at my maſter's in Newtoner's-Lane. 


Court. {Looking on an almanack.] And are you 70. | 


ſitive that this was on Monday, and the 6th of January ? 
' Strickland, Yes, my lord, I am. 
Court, Very well. Officer | don't let that man go out of 


court. Where i is this Elizabeth Aſhwotth ? F 


Eliz. Aſhworth. Here, my lord. / 
Court, What do you know of this matter? 


E. A. On Monday the 6th of January in the evening, the | 
priſoner and Thomas Hill came into my miſtreſs's houſe, the 


Royal Oak in Leiceſter, and called for drink. William 
Strickland came in ſoon after, and aſked, if he could have a 
lodging there that night, I told him, yes, and fo he ſat down. 


The priſoner and Mr. Hill talk'd about a horſe, and at laſt © 
they ; ſtruck a — and the priſoner paid Mr. Hill 121. 


Court 
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80 WILLIAM BURRIDGE, for Blonde. | 


Court, In gold or ſilver ? 
E. A. It was all in gold. 
Court. Juſt 121. all in gold? What kind of money muſt 
that be ? 


E. A. I don't know whether Mr. Hill might give the 


priſoner change after I was gone, but I ſaw no ſilver while I 
was there.—Then Mr. Hill wrote a receipt, and I fet my 
hand to it as a witneſs. Here the receipt is, tis dated the 
th of January. 


Caurt. And this 121. was paid for the horſe, and this re- 


ceipt was given the day the receipt was dated? 
E. A. Yes, I am certain of that. 
Court. And the day of the week you ſay was Monday? 
E. A. Yes, I am ſure it was Monday in the evening. — 


And when the priſoner was apprehended, he ſent for me from 


Leicefter. 


| Court. This receipt is dated January the th, which theſe 


two witneſſes ſwear was the day the horſe was fold to the pri- 


ſoner, paid for by him, and the receipt given 7 Mr. Hill, 


They ſwear too, and give you their reaſons why they re mem: 


ber it, that this 6th of January was a Monday. Now I find 


by the almanack, that the 6th of January fell on a Saturday, 
and, what is ſtill more unlucky, both for them and the pti- 
ſoner, and makes it impoſſible, that what they ſwear can be 
true, the horſe was not loſt, but was in the owner's poſ- 
ſeſſion, till the 23d of January, and that too did not fall on 
a Monday, but on Tueſday ; fo that the depoſitions of theſe 
two witneſſes manifeſtly appear to be wilful and corrupt per- 
„ UB officer, take them both into cuſtody. 
Officer. Do ye hear, Mr. Soap caſk- maker, and you Mrs, 

Maid of the Royal Oak ! there's a new lodging Provided for 
re. Vou have made a fine kettle of fiſh on't efaith—— 
Come along. 

The jury found the priſoner guilty of the indictment. 
Death. 


It was expected that Strickland and Aſhworth would have 


been tried at the enſuing ſeſſions for pe pe — but, a bill not 
being found againſt them, they were if aged. 


| William Burridge was about 3 q years of age, was born in 
Northamptonſhire, where his parents lived in good repute. 
He was put apprentice to a carpenter, but had not the 
good fortune to pleaſe his maſter. 
Afterwards (as his friends adviſed him, in hopes to pre- 
vent his coming to the gallows) he went to ſea with Rom | 
Eb : | | ore 


1 


ot © — 2 K wwe 


G ah — 


— 8 kW = 2 


I 


2 * N * 0 £3" FRE GS 3 a = : 
Tr R EE ͤ;! . das arg ng EF ESI ata fs 429 
. N TIE LAY 3 REL Ins S A 5 FTF 
. . n 0 3 5 Sb . 3 


<p." 


2 


H 8 8 Bl Ly Mor A IN 5 n bee 33 
P EC . of en IT, PL. 
F 37 (uuͤĩ A A TR 22 n r 


4 


W. BUR RIDGE, for Honsk-sTEALINC. 9 


dore Cavendiſh, and was in a warm engagement, which laſt⸗ 


ed many oy near Cales in Spain, and in which, he ſaid, 


he was taken notice of for his reſolution; But yet, not meet- 


ing with that encouragement which he thought his courage 


merited, and, having withal ſome affronts put upon him by 


perſons, who though in a higher ſtation, were in his opinion 
much beneath him in deſert, he left the ſervice. 


Upon his return to England, he took it in his head, that 


the moſt proper method to raiſt his fortune would be robbing 


on the highway. He begun on Hampſtead road, and after- 
wards followed the ſame buſineſs in other places, but with a 
full deſign to forſake that way of life, as ſoon as his circum- 
ſtances became eaſy ; being well aware of the certain effects 
that would attend ſuch a vicious courſe. But, notwithſtanding 
this, he continued his career, till he was ſtopt by the hand of 
juſtice. 
f However, though he had not the reſolution to live honeſtly 
himſelf, he ſaid, he would ſend his earneft requeſt to his wife, 
to continue in an honeſt and regular courſe, and -to educate 
the child ſhe was then pregnant with, in the principles of 


virtue; but never to acquaint it with the fate of its father, for 


fear, inſtead of taking warning by him, it {ould follow his 
example : and he was ſhocked, he ſaid, at the thoughts of 
being the occaſion of bringing into the world a fire-brand for 
hell. 

He ſaid, that when he with Nat. Highs: and a woman, 


broke out 'of New Priſon, they did it without uſing violence 
to any; but, finding means to open the door privately, they 


made their eſcape over two or three walls, adding, that 
he abhorred the thoughts of procuring his liberty at the ex- 
epence of blood, and that no ſolicitations could ever prevail 
with him to take ſuch meaſures. 

He declared, that two things gave him the moſt uneafineſs, 
one of them was, that he had lengthened out his life to increaſe 
his fins, by being an evidence againſt his comrades, James 
Reading and John Wigley; and the other was, that he had 
endeavoured, this lait time, to ſave his hfe by means of Strick- 
land and Aſhworth, whoſe evidence were falſe and ſuborned. 

He appeared to be heartily penitent, and never ſeemed eaſy 


in the condemned-hold, but when he had a book in his hand, 


and was almoſt continual] y reading to, or praying with his fellow 
Priſoners. A little before he died his behaviour was neither 
dejected nor preſumptuous, but ſteady and ſerious, He affirm- 


ed, that he rather deſired to die than live, as thinking, that, 
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82 JANE BEAN, for PrrvaTELY STEALING» 


if he went not then to heaven, he never ſhould, though he were 


to live fifty years longer. | | N 

t the place of execution he was aſked about a particular 
robbery. He denied, that he knew any thing of it; but 
owned, that he robbed a parſon, a little beyond Barnet, in 
FHertfordſhire, of ſome money and a watch, which he ſold to 
a goldſmith, in Leiceſter. He ſaid, he hoped none would be 
ſo wicked as to reflect on his parents for his ignominious deaths 
notwithſtanding what he had expreſled in a paper, which he 

gave to the ordinary before he came out of Newgate. 


y The copy of that paper follows : 


60 1 William Burridge, was born at Weſt-Haden, in Nor- 
thamptonſhire, put apprentice to my father, a carpen- 
ter; but my parents being too tender of me, when ten or 


twelve years old, and giving way to my youthful follies, I was 
then guilty of ſuch things as might ſeem to exceed my years; 


my parents then going to curb me when it was too late, at 
fourteen or fifteen years of age I took to running away, and 
often lay about the country in hay-lofts, &c. taking hens, 


and what came in my way for ſuſtenance. After a time 1 


came to Finchiey, and worked at my trade for a year and a 
half ; I went to ſea, and wholly forſook my parents, whom 
I have not a long time ſeen; I heartily thank them for their 


indulgence, but | beg all parents not to indulge their children; 


* 


for it will bring a good mind to wickedneſs, and a ſhameful 


death. I hope my misfortune will be a warning to all youth, 
eſpecially ſome whom I wiſh well; I will not name them, but 


hope, if they ſee this, they will take it to themſelves. I die 


in charity, and, as I forgive others, I hope others, will for- 
give me, 2 , 
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* STEALING, April, 1722. 


JANE B E AN, alles MACOPNY, for privately 


ANE BEAN, otherwiſe Macopny, of St. Margaret's, 

SS Weſtminſter, was indicted for privately ſtealing, from the 

perſon of Edward Blundell, a half-guinea, and 39s. 6d. 
. 8 5 IN 

Edward Blundell. On the 2d of April, between cleven and 

twelve at night, as I was going along in a paſſage near St. 

777 LEE 24... Tames's 


William Burridge.“ 
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5 8 he met, if ſhe had not got his money. 


THOMAS REEVES, Ee. for a Rozzzny, 83 


James's Park, with a bag in my pocket, in which was 508. 
I was met by the priſoner. She joſtled me, and ſaid, how 
do you do, countryman ? will you give me a pint?” I did 
not much like her ; and feeling in my pocket, miſſed my bag, 
upon which J preſently ſeized her, and called the watch. 
e Do not be angry, countryman, (ſaid ſhe;) I was but in 
jeſt : here's your money again ;*” and ſo ſhe returned me the 
bag ; but, upon ſ.arching it, I found no more than 11 s. 6d 
left. or | | es 
Conſtable. A watchman brought the proſecutor and priſo- 
ner before me in the watch-houſe. I aſked her, what money 
ſhe had got about her? Sbe anſwered, not a farthing. I ſuſ- 
pected ſhe had ſomething in her mouth, and bid the watch- 
man ſearch. He went about it, and putting his finger in, 
ſhe bit a piece of it off; upon this I took her by the throat, 
and ſqueezing her pretty hard, I forced 5 8. 6d, out of her 
mouth. © | ; > 
Pri ſoner. I had juſt been to market, and had got my mo- 
ney in my hand, when I met the proſecutor, He was very 
drunk, and catching hold of my arm, ſays he, Is your 
name an Iriſhwoman ?”” ©* No, (ſays I,) what buſineſs have 
= you with my name?“ * damn ye for a bitch, (ſays 
be, ) it is you that have got my money.” © Your money, 
fellow? (ſays I,) go along!” and with that he called the 
watch; and I, to ſecure my own money, put it in my mouth. 
As we were going to the watch-houſe, he aſked every woman 


+ 
= 


The jury found her guilty. 3 | Death. 


After ſentence ſhe pleaded her belly, and a jury of matrons 
being impannelled, they found her quick with child. 
She was afterwards reprieved for tranſportation, 


leet 


THOMAS REEVES, JOHN HARTLEY, ali 
= a POKEY, and FRANCIS HACKABOUT, 
for a RoBBERY, April, 1722: | 


5 6 5 HOMAS REEVES, John Hartley, alias Pokey, 
7 and Francis Hackabout, were indicted for affaulting Ro- 
ger Worthington, in an open place near the highway, in the 
7 pariſh of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, putting him in fear, and 
taking from him a hat, a wig, a coat, a waiſteoat, a ſhirt, a 
: | „ 5 neckcloth, 


8; THOMAS REEVES, Er. for a Ronneny. 


neckcloth, a pair of buckles, and two-pegce in money, on 
the th of March, 1721-2, _ TIO 
Feger Worthington. On the gth of March laſt, Thad been 
at work at Anniſeed-clear, and going from thence over Hox- 
ton fields, about nine o'clock at night, I was attacked by ſix 
perſons. Reeves was the firſt who aſſaulted me. He took 
me by the left arm, and ſaid, ** damn ye, ſtand?” Pokey 
ſtruck me on the head with a piſtol, and called to his com- 
Trades to come, when preſently four more came and ſurround- 
ed me. Two of them ſtood on one fide of the path, and two 
on the other. Then Reeves and Pokey collared me, and 
ſomebody knocked me down. I prayed them not to abuſe 
me, for I had had an ague and fever fer fourteen weeks, and 
had three children to maintain by my labour. G- d damn 
your blood, (ſays Reeves, clapping a piſtol to my head) if 
you ſpeak another word, you, are a dead man ! for we ſhall 
all be dead men if we are taken.” Then he took off my 
hat and wig. Pokey took my neckcloth, and the other ſtript 
me of the reſt of my cloaths. Hackabout, to the beſt of my 
remembrance, carried the bag which they put my cloaths in; 
but I cannot be fo poſitive to him, as to the other two. Then 
Pokey bound me, and ſo they left me naked in the field. 1 
took particular notice of Reeves's cloaths, he had. on a thick- 
fet frock, with four buttons at the middle, and one at the top. 
Three days afterwards, going to the Crown at Anniſeed- clear, 
I faw this frock upon the back of another man, whoſe name 
was Thomas Groves. How did, you come by that frock, 
ſays 1? One of the rogues, who robbed me the other night, | 
had that very frock on then, and I am ſure I ſhould know | 
him again, if 1 could but ſee. him,” Mr. Groves told me, 
that he bought it at an ale-houſe, in Fore-ſtreet. I went with | 
him thither, and, without ſhewing me the perſon he had it 
from, I fixed upon Reeves, who proved to be the right man. 5 
Thomas Graves, I live at Hoxton, and was drinking at the 
W hite-Hart there on Friday night, when the proſecutor was 
brought in naked. He related how he had been abuſed and 
robbed of his hat and wig, a black coat, and the reſt of his 
cloaths. Next day I went to the Crown ale-houſe, in Fore- 
ſtreet, and, calling for a mug of beer, I begun to talk of the 
robbery. Pokey and Reeves were drinking in another box in 
the ſame room. Reeves hearing what I was talking about, he 
came to the place where I was fitting, and then calling to Po- 
key, Come hither (ſays he) and hear bow the poor tay- 
lor was robbed,” (for the proſecutor is a taylor.) Pokey 
coming forwards, ſays Reeves to me, what fort of a bout 
| : "= bl 


2 5 . 35 N „„ 
3 8 os 3 3 y 


: * 
— 3 A 
— 3 
— 


— — — — = p «oy < 5352 * - — * — 280 = 
_ 8 P - — Y = 1 = < — —— 4 4 N AS 
— . — _ . x 2 2 > 2, ST " _ _ — F 
I oC En ont ogy tom ea We= anne rnd A x wh. ons 2s 
23 . one of ee dig FOO n : — e 
9 9 * Pa : 8 N CITI _—_ - — » E22 * 
— 2 2 1 IS I has. 3 _ 5 


+ 
2 
&; 
7 
3 
95. 
S 
Gy 
AS 
5 
15 
8 
s 
7 
wr 
EY 
Ls 
2 
. 
8 
wat 
1 
3 6, 
> * Wi 
. 
EE 
* 
Eo 
TW 
. 
Cl 
TENT 
#5 
n 
For * 
N T 
EVERY 
8 
Ag 
7 7 
* 
4 
8 
ZH 


help me, or ! ſhall periſh.” 


THOMAS REEVES, Sc. fora RonkRRT. 85 


had the taylor on ?” I began to have ſome ſuſpicion of my 


gentleman, and ſo purpoſely to catch him, I ſaid, A white 
coat. White! (ſays Reeves,) ſure the poor taylor was 
blind, that he could not tell the colour of his own coat!“ 
44 Blind ?”” (ſays I.) * Aye, (ſays he,) a blind taylor for cer- 
tain, if he did not know white from black. This encreaſed my 
ſuſpicion. I left him and Pokey there, and went again to the 


ſame houſe on the Monday following, where I again found 


Reeves. He offered his frock to ſale ; I bought it of him, 
and, going to the White-Hart, the proſecutor came in. 
He aſked me, where I got the frock ? I told him. Says he, 


that's the frock one of the rogues had on when they robbed 


me.“ TI went with him to the Crown, and Reeves was there 


then too. I took no notice, that it was he from whom I had 


the frock, but the proſecutor ſaid, (as ſoon as he ſaw him,) 
that is one of the men who robbed me!“ 


Mr. Dackſo1. Going over the fields with Mr. Wayte, and 
another, I heard a man cry, “ for God's ſ:ke come and 


voice came from, and found the proſecutor naked and bound; 
we ſet him at liberty, and carried him to the White-Hart. 
Mr. Wayte. We found him naked upon his knees about the 
middle of the field, with his legs bound, and his hands tied 
behind him. . 4 | 
Priſoner Reeves. The proſecutor made his brags, that he 
would hang all ſix of us, and then go into the country, and 
live upon the reward, And as for Goren he is nothing but 


a ſhabbby fiddler, a fellow ſo ſcandalous, that he deſerves no 


credit. 
Mary Adams. Hartley lived with me four or five years. He 


was a butcher, in Honey-lane-market, I have truſted him 


every week to go to market, and never found but he was 
honeſt. | „ 


Mary Caſwell. J have known Hartley two years, but never 
knew any hurt of him, 


Io or three others ſpoke for him, to the ſame effect. | 
: There being no poſitive evidence againſt Hackabout, the 
Jury acquitted him; but the fact being fixed upon Reeves 


and Hartley, they found them guilty. Deach. 
John Hart ey, alias Pokey, was educated at a free-ſchool 
in White-cro's-ſtrect, from whence he was to have been put 
apprentice; but, having an early inclination to roguery, and 
hating confinement, he ran away, and ſoon forgot the little 
he had learned at ſchool. | 


We went towards the place the 


He afterwards took to ſerving 
_ butchers 
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86 THOMAS REEVES, @. for a Ronnrxr, 

\ butchers in the market, by which employment he might have 

maintained himſelf pretty well, if he could but have lived 
honeſtly. Indeed, he inſiſted much on his innocence of this 
fact, and bewailed his misfortune in being, as he ſaid, con- 
demned wrongfully ; and what he thought ſtill made his caſe 
the harder, was, that he had been fo long kept in expectation 
of a reprieve, when the king went to Hanover, to be mifera- 
bly diſappointed at laſt. For which, he ſaid, he had reaſon to 
curf- all thoſe who had buoyed him up with vain ns of 
life. 

It ſeems he was well beloved by the lates, for fix women 
dreſſed all in white, petitioned his majeſty to grant him a par- 
don, upon condition that one of them ſhould marry him. He 
was very deſirous of their meeting with ſucceſs, as thinking 
that matrimony was preferable to hanging; but the petition 
was rejected, and he was executed at Tyburn, on Friday, May 

4, 1722, in the 20th year of his age. | 

Thomas Reeves was a tin-man, by trade. He ſerved his 
time with his father, who treated him with too much lenity. 0 

He ſaid, be intended to warn ſome of his relations not to 
follow his example, leſt they ſhould fall under his misfortunes, ; 
which they could not bear ſo manfully as he did ; for he be- 
lieved no man had a better ſhare of courage than himſelf, on 
which account he was always the captain of his gang, and 


ſteward of the booty, after every robbery. . 
One aſked him, how he could uſe the man he robbed in 


ſo cruel a manner, as to leave him bound naked in the fields, | 7 
to periſh with cold? He anſwered, ** Any man would e- 
deavour to ſecure himfelf from danger, as well as I have 
done; I know no odds between one way of robbing and 5 
another; and as (for want of horſes) we could go no faſter T 
than our legs would carry us, we thought it the wiſeſt way to 
ſlacken the pace of thoſe we : robbed, for fear they ſhould 
overtake us.” 

After the dead-warrant came down, he ſhewed the ſame 
unconcern as before, declaring, he was ſo far from fearing 
death, that he rather choſe to die than live. The other Z 
mobs complained of him for reading one moment, and 1 
laughing and jeſting the next; for ſwearing in the middle of 
a pſalm, and inixing obſcenity with his prayers. | To this he 
only ſaid, “that it was his way, and, though he laughed, 
and ſometimes joked, and ſwore an oath, he was not a whit 
the leſs attentive and ſerious at the heart.“ 

He was, however, very inquiſitive to know how it fared 


with Chriſtians after death, for he ſuppoſed they did not di- 
3 | rectly 
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HAWKINS and SIMPSON, for RonerRr. 37 


reclly enter into be or pain. The Ordinary preſſed 
him to lay aſide that curioſity, and eſteem it as a great favour 
if his foul ſhould hereafter be reſcued from any degree of 
torture, ſince his converſion and repentance, (if he really 
was converted or penitent) were not altogether voluntary, but 
rather. forced, by his being apprehendeg in the meg of his 


Vicious courſes. 2 


When he was brought to the had of execution, he did 


not appear to be alarmed. in the leaſt; but ſaid, „ if he did 
not die then, he muſt another time: and as for the place of 
bis death, it was no leſs indifferent to him; for he believed 
he might as well find the way to happineſs from the gallows, 
as from the bed. 

He confeſſed the fa for which he was to die, and added, 
that he had committed many other robberies about fix or ſeven 


at night, in, or near the ſame field where the laſt was done. 


That, one night in particular, he robbed on the high-road, 
till he got 531. He ſaid his wife was no way concerned in his 
"robberies, though the world might be ready to judge other- 
wiſe, becauſe her former huſband was executed. 

He added, that Pokey had indeed been his comrade in ſe- 
veral robberies about Kentiſh-Town, and Hoxton, and was 
often for knocking men down, or doing them ſome miſchief, 
when the reſt of the gang were inclinable_to uſe gentler 
means; but was not with him in the robbery for which he 
was to ſuffer, and of this, he was very deſirous to inform 
the ſpectators at the gallows: but the Ordinary told him, 
as Pokey had been found guilty by the jury, it was filly 


in him to gin he could preſuade the N to believe the 


contrary. 


He was: executed n \ Friday, the 4th. of ' May, 1722, 


aged 28 28. 
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o. HAWKINS, pr GEORGE SIMPSON, for rob- 
7 8 che Briſtol-Mail, May, 1722. 


JOHN HAWKINS and Granges Siursox, of Harmonſ- 
J worth, were indicted for aſſaulting Thomas Green on the 
bigh-way, putting him in fear, and taking from him a black 
gelding, value 101. the goods of Charles Pratly, two mails 


Value 41. and 50 leather bags, value 51, the goods of our ſo- | 


vereign lord the king, on the 6th of * 1722. 


Hawkins | 
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 Hawhins prayed the court, that all the king's witneſſes 
might be examined a-part, which the court granted. 
Thomas Green, the poſt-boy. On Monday the 16th of 
April, about one in the morning, as I was riding by the 
Pyed- Horſe, at Slough, and blowing my horn, I was over- 
taken by James Ladbrook, who was travelling the fame way. 
We rode in company to Langley-Broom, where a man on a 
cheſnut horſe made up to us, and went off again. We rode 
through Colnebrook, and then perceived that two men fol- £ 
| lowed us at a diſtance, and, on this ſide Longford, they came 5 
up to us, with handkerchiefs in their mouths, and their wigs 5 
and hats pulled forward over their faces. The foremoſt of 
them was on a cheſnut horſe; he held a piſtol to my head, 
and ſaid, you muſt go along with me; and then, taking hold 
of my horſe's bridle, he led me down a narrow lane, and the 
other man brought Ladbrook after me. in the ſame manner. 
Then they making us both diſmount, he on the cheſnut horſe 
ſaid to me, are you the lad that ſwore againſt Child? * 
No, I faid, I have been poſt-boy but a very little while. 
Have you ever been robbed yet, fays he, no, ſays I. Why 
then, ſays he, you muſt pay beverage now, for G—d d—n 
my blood and *ouns I will be revenged upon ſomebody for 
poor Child's ſake. Then he cut Ladbrook's horſe's bridle, 
and turned him a-drift, and, that being done, he went off 
with the black gelding 1 rode upon. As ſoon as he was gone, ? 
the other man tied our hands behind us, bound us back to 1 
back, and fo faſtened us to a tree in a ditch, Then he aſked BE 
| Ladbrook what money he had about him? Ladbrook told him, 
he had but 3s. 6d, He ſearched Ladbrook's pockets, and 
finding no more, he did not take that, nor any thing elſe 
from him, but left us bound, and went after his companion, 
| Ladbrook and I, with a great deal of ſtruggling, got from the 
tree, but could not get from one another; and ſo tied back to 
back, we went to an inn in Longford, from whence the 
oſtler came with us, and we went down the lane together, 
and there we found the gelding looſe, and the bags cut open. 
It was pretty dark, ſo that I cannot ſwear to the perſons, or 
| uy horſes, only I could perceive that one was a cheſnut 
| horſe. 8 
James Ladbrook, About one in the morning, I overtook 
the poſt-boy on this fide Slough, and rode with him to 
Langley-Broom, where we were met by a man, who, in a ſurly 
manner, aſked us, what was o'clock? And then ſheered off 
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* Benjamin Child was convicted at Ayl: ſbury, for robbing the Briſtol-mail, 
and executed on Friday, March 9, 1721-2, | | : 
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again. The poſt-boy and I kept together till we came to a 


little on this ſide Longford, when wo men, with handker- 


chiefs in their mouths, and their hats and wigs pulled forward 


over their fac s, rode up to us, and, taking our horſes by the 


phridles, led us down the lane, and made us diſmount, one or̃ 


them turned my horſe looſe, and went away with the poſt- 


| boy's gelding. Then the other tied our hands behind us, 


corded us back to back, and bound us both to a tree. Then 
he ſearched my pockets, but finding no more than 38. 6 d. 


he did not take that from me, but went off after his com- 


rade. 


but did not agree upon what mail, till five days before the 
fact was committed, and then we reſolved it ſnould be the 
Briſtol- mail. Purſuant to this reſolution, about eleven o'clock, 
on Sunday morning, the 15th of April, we all three took 
horſe at the Blue-Boar-Inn, in Southwark; Hawkins on a 


tall bay, or brown gelding; Simpſon, on a cheſnut, or ſorrel 


mare, and 1 on a dapple grey. We croſſed. the water at 


 Rew-Ferry, dined at the Three-Pidgeons at Brentford, ftaid 


there till {ix in the evening, called at the poſt-houſe at 
Hounſlow, and loitered on the road till we came to the poſt- 
houſe at Colnebrook, where we ſupped on horſeback : we 
enquired of the oſtler what time the Briſtol- mail would come 
by, and he told us between one and two in the morning. 
We went thence, and came to Langley-Broom about mid- 


night, where we agreed to diſpatch Simpſon alone to meet 
the mail, He went, and we loitered about, waiting for his re- 
turn, and about one o'clock, we ſaw the poſt-boy and a tra- 


veller with him, and Simpſon following them.. Then we 
met Simpſon, and held a freſh conſultation, in which it was 
agreed, that Simpſon and I ſhould follow the mail, and that 

awkins ſhould watch at a diſtance, becauſe, he being pretty 
bulky, would be more remarkable. Then Hawkins and 
] changed horſes, and I and Simpſon followed the boy and 
the traveller through Colnebrook; and on this fide of Long- 
ford, wa rode up to them, and taking hold of their horſes 
bridles, led them down Harmonſworth-Lane, where we 


made them diſmount. ] left Simpſon to bind. them, and took 


the boy's gelding, and mail to the end of the lane, where I 
found Hawkins waiting, and where in a little time Simpſon 
came to us. We all ed the bags, and carried ſeveral of 


them to Ho..nſlow-heath, where we ſelected thoſe of Bath 


Jo and 


Ralph Wilſon. I have known John Hawkins theſe. two 
years, but was not acquainted with Simpſon till Auguſt laſt. 
We had often conſulted together about robbing ſome mail, 
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and Briſtol, and left the reſt. Thence we rode through 
Kingſton and Wandſworth, and going down a bye-road, we 
ſearched the bags, took out what we thought fit, moſt of 
which we put in two riding bags, and the reſt into our 

ets, and what we thought would be of no ſervice to us 
we put into the Briſtol and Bath bags again, and threw them 
over a hedge. Then taking our. * Camberwell, 
we came along Greenwich road to the Hand- inn, in Barnaby- 
ſtreet, between five and fix on Monday morning. There we 
put up our horſes, and drank a pint of burnt wine, and 
after ſome time, took coach and drove to the Minories ; 
where, to avoid ſuſpicion, we parted, and went by different 


ways to Frank Green's, at the Cock and George, in the Mi- 


nories. We went into a room by ourſelves, and to take off 
all miſtruſt, we called for a candle, wax, paper, pen, and 


ink, and then locking the door, we examined our prize. 


We reſerved ouly the bank- notes, and burnt all the other 
notes and the letters, with the candle which we ſet in the 
chimney ; we found three 201. bank notes, one of 25 l. half 
of a 501. and two halves of 251. each, which we equally 


divided. I was: apprehended on the Monday following, and 


made this ſame- confeflion before Mr. Carteret, the poſt- 
maſter- general, and by my directions the priſoners were 
taken at Mrs. Bowen's, a midwife, in Grecn-Arbor-Court, 
inthe Little-Old Bailey. 228 . 
John Hammond. I am oftler at the Blue-Boar, in South- 


wark. Wilſon and the two priſoners took horſe at our inn, 


about eleven o'clock on Sunday morning, April 15. Haw- 
kins had a dark brown gelding, Wilſon a grey one, and 


Simpſon a cheſnut mare. 


John Burrows. J am oſtler at the George, the poſ{-houſe, 


at Hounſlow. - The two priſoners and Wilſon drank a mug at 
our door: between ſeven and eight at night, and then went the 
Colnebrook road. 1 | | 
Charles Cox. I am tapſter at the George, the poſt-houſe at 
Colnebrook. About eleven at night three men ſupt on horſe- 
back at our door, and then rode towards Slough. I do not 
remember their faces, but I took more notice of the horſes 
they rode. One was a grey, another was a cheſnut or ſorrel, 


and the third a bay or brown. | 


Thomas Parker. I am oſtler at the Hand Inn, in Barnaby- 


ſtreet. On Monday morning, the 16th of April, between 


five and ſix, Simpſon and two other men came to our inn, 
and ordered me to put up their horſes, and give them two 
penny - worth of beans a piece, One was a grey horſe, one a 
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brown horſe, and the other a cheſnut mare. I knew Simp- 
ſon very well, for I was born within ſeven miles of him. I 
ſuſpected him to be a highway-man, and told ſeveral people. 
of it at that very time when he came with the other 
Curt, What reaſon had you to take notice of the day af 
the month? | . 5 
 Parier. I was a weekly ſervant, at 28. per week; my 


| maſter owed me ſeven weeks wages, which was 14 8. and he 


paid me all together that very day, and therefore J kept an 
account of the time. FF 

Richard Room, conſtable. 1 went with Richard Mills, 
and others, to apprehend the priſoners at a midwife's houſe in 


Green-Arbor-Court, in the Little-Old-Bailey, between eight 


and nine at night, A woman came to. the door, and aſked 


what we wanted? We bid her not be frighted, but light a 
candle, for we were come to ſearch for ſtolen goods. The 


priſoners, who were above, overheard us, and called out, and 
ſaid, we are the men you want, but, Gd d—n ye! the 
firſt that comes up is a dead man. We told them, we were 


provided for them; let them fire as ſoon as they would, then 


Hawkins's brother came down foremoſt, and perſuaded them 
to ſurrender quietly. I told them we were come upon Wil- 
ſon's information. Are you ſo, ſays the prifoner Hawkins, 
why then we are dead men ; but we had rather loſe our lives, 
than ſave them- in ſuch a baſe and infamous manner as that 
villain, Wilſon, has ſaved his. 7 — | 
Richard Mills. When the priſoner heard us aſk for a 
candle to ſearch the houſe, they called to us, and ſwore 


they were the men we wanted ; but that they would ſhoot 


the firſt man that offered to come up. We told them they 
might ſhoot as ſoon as they would, for we were as ready to 
ſhoot as they; upon which Hawkins's brother came down 
firſt, and the two priſoners followed and ſurrendered them - 
ſelves. b | | 

Mr. Bell, comptroller of the poſt-office. When the poſt- 
boy came in, after the mail was robbed, there were ten bags 
wanting, of which the Bath and Briſtol bags were two. 


- But they were afterwards all brought in, except thoſe two, by 
a man who ſaid he found them on Hounſlow-Heath. 5 


8 P/ iſoner s Defence. 


John Hawkins, Wilſon is a man of fo notorious. an ill 
character, that he is not to be credited. He at this time 
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ſtands impeached of ſeveral robberies on the bigh-way, by 
one who is now in Newgate. 

Court. There is no doubt but he is an ill wan. His 
own evidence declares it. He confeſſes he was concerned 
with you in robbing the mail ; but yet he is a legal. witneſs. 
The wiſdom of the Tegiflature has found it neceflary to admit 


of the evidence of an accomplice, without which it would 
ſometimes be difficult to diſcover and convict the perſons con- 


cerned in a robbery. You are not however tried upon his 
ſingle teſtimony, but what he ſwears is corroborated in ſeve- 
ral circumſtances, by the evidence of others, who hitherto 
appear to be men of unduuhted credit: but if you can 
bring witneſſes to fallify what he or any other has [wort 
againit you, the court js ready to hear them. 


Hawkins. | ſhall prove him a very profane fellow, and 


| ſuch a one I think deſerves no credit. 

Sam. Cleaver, - | happened to be in an ale-houſe, where 
Wilſon came in, and fell in diſcourſe with a black, and 
called him the ſpawn of the Devil, and he uſed a great many 


other profane-expreflions, and 3 a health to the Devil, 


and fdamnation to king George, and ſucceſs to king James 
the third, (as he called the pretender) and ſwore, that, if 
he was in the held, he would fight for him againſt king 
George. 


Court, Itisa little Arange, that a man ſhould make uſe of 


' ſuch dangerous expreflions in public. company. 


Francis Green. I keep the Cock and George in the Mi- 


nories. The priſoners and Wilſon have been ſeveral times 


at my houſe witbin theſe two or three weeks paſt; but they 
always were in public. I don't remember that they ever 
locked themſelves up in a private room. I never ſaw them 
open any letters, nor knew any thing of their calling for 
pen, ink, paper and wax. 

Edward Carter. Hawkins frequented. my houſe, He had 


a bay horſe which ſtood at my {tables for about five weeks. | 


Wilſon, coming out of Nottinghamſhire, called upon me, and 
aſked me if I could give him any intelligence, where he might 
find Hawkins and Simpſon ; and then, pulling a paper out of 
his pocket, he ſaid, here is a buſineſs of my. on projecting, 
it is a ſcheme for robbing the mail. 


Court. Sure he put great confidence i in you, or he would 


hardly have truſted you with a ſecret of ſo dangerous a na- 
ure. 
Carter. We were pretty well r together. 
e So it ſeems. 8 
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Carter. - He uſed to drink at my houſe as another man 
might do. He owed me ſome money, and offered me a 
gown and petticoat for the debt, And Hawkins owed. 
me eight pounds. This morning, after Wilſon had enquired 
for the priſoner, Hawkins cue to my houſe, and aſked, if 
Wilſon had been there to enquire for him? I ſaid yes: and 
ſays Hawkins, if he comes again, pray deny me to him, for 


| 1 find he is an idle fellow, and has an ill character, and I 


don't defire to have any farther converſation with him. 
When Wilſon was in the Compter, I went to ſee him, and 
talking about the priſoners, he ſaid, I am ſorry that I have 
wronged Simpſon, but I will hang chat rogue Hawkins, if it 
is poſſible, becauſe his brother has impeached nie. 8 

Henry Hunt. I have known Hawkins ſeven or eight years, 
and I believe him to be a very honeſt man. | 

Court, Why do you believe ſo ? 

Hunt. Becauſe he paid me very honeſtly, 

Court. What buſineſs do you follow? 

Hunt. I am a ſtock-jobber. He has dealt with me in 
South-Sea and other bubbles. He got 300 1. by bubbling. 
I fold him in particular two River-Douglas bubbles for 20l. 
and J Jent him ten, twenty, and thirty guineas at a time, 
all which he paid me again, very honourably, His brother 
Mat kept a coffee-houſe in St. Martin's-Lane. 

Thomas Palmer. I keep an ale-houſe in Well-Cloſe- 
Square, I have known Hawkins many years. He was born 


at Staines. I went to ſee him when he was in priſon ; and 
while I was with him there, two perſons like countrymen 


came in, and ſomebody faid, that is Hawkins ! upon 
which the two perſons took two candles, and went up to 
Hawkins, and looked at him, but ſaid they n not know 
him. | 

Court. Who were dſt Were they. any of the 

witneſſes ? | W e 

Palmer. I don't know who they were. 

Court. Then to what purpoſe have you told this tory ? 

Palmer. I know thus far, that Hawkins followed 
buſineſs, which he might have got an honeſt livelihood by, 
_ he was a trader to France and Had ne and 
randy. | 

— Cheny. I fold Hawking ſeveral watch-caſcs, and 
other goods, for which he paid me very honeſtly. He told 
me he was going to Flanders, upon which I ſent a letter by 
him to the emperor's watch-maker, and 1 believe he carried 
it, becauſe 1 received an anſwer, »% 1 
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Others depoſed, that a few years ago he was a livery- 
ſervant to Sir Dennis Dutry, where he bore an honeſt cha- 
rafter, and that they had often trufted him, and hid den! 
ings with him, and never found that he wrong. d ch zem in an ny 
thing. 

Hawkins, 1 have ſhewn, th: t I was in a way of trade 
that i could live by, and therefore I had no occaſion to rob 
for a maintenance; Wilſon lies under a oreat temptation to 
{Wear our lives away; for beſides the ſaving his own life, and 
the reward given by the government for convicting bighway- 
men, there was 2001. prion for each perſon convicted 
of robbing the mail. 

Court. He might have claimed the reward, if he had 
come in voluntarily; but, as he Was firſt apprehended, he 
has no title to it. 


Hawkins, I own I have rid out with him ſeveral times, 


and particularly on Sunday the 15th of April, (the day be- 


fore the mail was robhed) when I took horſe with him and 


Simpſon, in order to viſit my mother at Staines. But, when 
we came to Hounſlow, Wilſon told us, he muſt go and ſee 
a friend at Windſor, and, if we would not go with him, we 


might go to the Devil. I was reſolved not to go, and fo 


J parted with them, and whether Simpſon went with him or 
not, I cannot ſay, but I went to my mother's, and came 


back to London the ſame night, and put up my horſe at 
William Fuller's in Bedford- bury," grad. evra where . 


aun till nekt morning. 
Court. By what token do you remember chat it was the 
T5th of April? 


Fuller. By a very good token : for he wud me a Gap of 


money for horſe-hire, and on Tueſday, the Toth of April, 
he called upon me, and paid me in full, and I gave him 2 
receipt; and I very well remember that he lay at my houſe o on 
the Sunday night following. 

Court, Have you that receipt about you ? 

Fuller. Yes—here it is reads! April the 10th, 1722, 
received of Mr. John Hawkins the ſum of one pound 
ten ſhillings in full of all e per me, William 
Fuller. ?. 

Court, Do you keep any book i in which you enter what 


money you receive and pay. 


[ally Yes. 
Court. And did you enter this . in 0 book at the 
ſame time? 
Fuller. Yes, 1 * | 
3 „ | Court. 
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F Is the book here ? | 

Fuller. No, I forgot to bring it with me; but TI remem- 
ber, when J read the ad-ertiſement in the Giesen of the 
mail's being robbed, I compared my books and this r 
together, and found they agreed. 

er Hand up that receipt hither ——— Who wrote 
this 

Fuller, Hawkins wrote the body of it, and I ſigned 
it. 


Court. Did you ſ.e him write it ? 
Fuller, Yes. 


Court, And how long was it after be wrote it, before you 


ſigned it? . 
Fuller. 1 ſigned it immediately without going from the 
table. 


houſe ? | 

Fuller. Standiſhes ! | 

Court. Aye ftahdiſhes—lIt is a plain queſtion. | 

Fuller. My lord, but one, and that is enough for the little 
writing we have to do. 


Court, Then you ſigned the receipt with the ſame ink 


that Hawkins wrote the body of it with. 

Fuller, For certain. 

Court, Officer! hand this receipt to the jury. —Geatle- 
men, you will fee that the body of the note is writ with 
one kind of ink, and the name at the bottom with another, 
very different; and yet this witneſs has ſworn they were 
both written with the ſame ink, and one immediately. after 
the other. You will judge what credit is to be given to his 
evidence. 


George Simpſon. Wilſon was impeached been or eight”. 


months ago for ſeveral robberies on the high-way, and was 
ſure of being hanged, if ever he ſhould be taken, except 
he could eſcape by turning evidence. So that, when he 
was apprehended, he impeached us of what we are innocent 
of, only to ſave his own life, — get the reward p! in 
the Gazette. 


Anthony Dowdell. Between two and these years ago Simp- | 


ſon was under-butler to my lord Caſtlemain, and was- truſted 

with the care of all the plate for about a year and a half. He 
bore a good character in that place, and nm went to 
live with Mr. Green. 

Mr. Green. He ſerved me honeſtly as a footman for 
four or five months, but I believe he has not been in any 
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gentleman's ſervice ſince he left mine, which is about nine 
months ago, becauſe no body has ſince applied to me for his 
character. | ; | „ 

. ——Grabſhaw, a fruiterer. When he was out of place, 
he uſed to be at my houſe, and aſſiſt my clerk in getting in 
money, and I never found but he behaved himſelf honeſtly. 

Samuel Poole, He has been ſometimes with me, and had 
opportunities of robbing me of things which I could not have 
miſſed, but | never found he wronged me in the leaſt, _ 

Court. That may be, for you ſay, if he had, you could 
not have miſſed your goods. [= 
James Gibſon, He was born at Putney, and when he was a 
child, removed from thence with his parents to Spalding in 
Lincolnſhire. He was ſome time a ſheriff's bailiff, and kept 
an inn in Lincoln; but failing there, about two years and a 
half ago, he hired himſelf under-butler to my lord Caſtlemain, 

from whom he went to live with Mr. Green.. In both places 

he bore the character of an honeſt ſervaglt. 
Court. Both he and Hawkins appeared dreſſed a little above 
the quality of ſervants *. . TAPE 
Hawkins, My witneſſes have proved that after I left ſervice, 
I got money in the ſtocks, and dealt in wine and brandy. 
Simpſon. Since I came from ſervice, I have lived with my 
friends in the country, who were well to paſs. My ſiſter's 
huſband, Richard Elliot, dying at Bawtry, in Yorkſhire, and 
leaving four children, I went thither to aſſiſt her in getting in 
the debts. After which I went to another ſiſter (Rebecca 
Wallet) at Sutton, from whence I came up to London, about 
eight weeks ago. 1 
+ This was confirmed by Rebecca Wallet. EC oat. 
The priſoner having no more to offer, the lord chief baron 
Montague proceeded to ſum up the evidence; but before he 
had finiſhed, he was interrupted by an unexpected occurrence, 

' I was then taking notes of the proceedings. My ink, as it 
happened, . was very bad, being thick at bottom, and thin 
and wateriſh at top; ſo that according as I dipped my pen, 
the writing appeared very pale or pretty black. 5 
Nov, juſt as the court was remarking cn the difference of 
the ink in Fuller's receipt, a gentleman who ſtood by me, 
perceiving ſomething of the ſame kind in my writing, deſired 
to look upon my notes for a minute, As I was not aware of 
any ill conſequence, I let him take the book out of my hand: 


+» JF hey both appeared in fair tye wigs and reMes, simpſen wore a genteel 
ſuit of light cloth, and Hawkins a ſilk night- gown. | 1 | 
| | py F when 
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when preſently ſhewing it to his friend, © ſee here, what dif- 


ference there is in the colour of the ſame ink! His friend 


toołk it, and ſhewed it to another. Uneaſy at this, | ſpoke to them 


to return me the book. "They begged my pardon, and ſaid 
J ſhould have it in a minute; but this anſwer was no ſooner 
given, than a curioſity ſuddenly entered one of the jurymen 
who ſat juſt vy, and he alſo begged a ſight of the book; which, 
notwithſtanding my importunity, was immediately handed to 
bim. He viewed it, and gave it to the next, and ſo it paſſed 
- from one to the other till the judge perceiving them very buſy, 


called to them, Gentlemen what are you doing ? what 


book is that?“ they told him it was the writer's book, and 
they were obferving how” the ſame ink appeared pale in one 
place, and black in another. You ought” not, gentlemen, 
(fays he) to take notice of any thing, but what is produced 
in evidence.“ And, then, ie to me, demanded what I 
meant by ſhewing that to the jury ? I anſwered, that I could 
not fix upon the perſons, for the gentlemen near. me were all 
ſtrangers to me, and I was far from imagining I ſhould have 
any ſuch occaſion for taking particular notice of them. His 
lordſhip then re- aſſumed his charge to the jury, which, being 
ended, they withdrew to conſider of their verdict. 

They ſtaid about an hour, and then returning into court, 
the fore-man ſaid, they were under ſome difficulty in relation. 
to Fuller's receipt; for though the writing appeared of two 
colours, they were doubtful if that was ſuffcient to prove it 
ſpurious. The court replied, though the receipt had really 
been dran by Hawkins, and ſigned by Fuller, on the day it 
is dated, yet you will find it but of little weight, when you 
conſider how the evidence ſtands. For | 

Green, the poſt- boy, ſwears, that on Monday, April 16, 
about one in the morning, a man on a cheſaut hor e, met 
bim and Ladbrook, at Langly-Broom, and rode off again. 
© That near Long- ford, two men (one of them - being on a 
cheſnut horſe) ſtopt them, led them down a lane, and mak- 
ing them diſmount, one of the men turned Ladbrook's horſe 
looſe, and went away with his (the poſt-boy's) gelding, and 
then the other hound them to a tre. 

Ladbrook ſwears the ſame, and in | theſe Particulars they 
perfectly agree with Wilſon. 

need not, on this occaſion, repeat what was ſworn of the 
two priſoners and Wilſon's taking horſe at the Boarg'in South- 
wzri:, and ricing to Hounſlow together, becauſe Hawkins 
himſelf owns, that he rode ſo far with them; I ſhall only 


obſerve, that Wilſon and the oſtler at yu" Boar von ſwear, 
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that one rode a grey horſe, one a brown gelding, and the , 


third a cheſnut mare. 
Hawkins, I fay, allows, that he kept them company to 


Hounſlow ; but then he fays, he parted with them there, 
went to viſit his mother at Staines, and returned to London | 
- that night, and lay at Fulier's houſe. | 
But Wilſon ſwears, that they all three went together from 
the George at Colnebrook, where they ſupped on horſe«back. 
Burrows, the oftler at the George at Hounſlow, ſwears, 
that about eleven at night, three men ſupped on horſeback at 


the door, and then rode towards Slough. In deſcribing their 


| herſes, he agrees with Wilſon and the Oſtler, in Southwark. 


Wilſon ſwears farther, that after they had robbed the mail, 


they came to town together, and put up their horſes at the 


Hand, in Barnaby- -ſtreet, between 5 and ion. Maodyy morn+ 
ing. 

Their coming to ether to that i inn, at that time, and with 
ch borſes as Wilſon and the other witneſſes have deſcribed, 


is confirmed by Parker, the oſtler of that inn, and he gives a 
| circumſtance by which he remembersthe day ; for he ſays, on 


that very day, his maſter paid him ſeven weeks wages. 
Now what does Hawkins offer to invalidate the depoſitions 
F, theſe witneſſes? Why, nothing but the hogle ee of 
uller. 


Fuller ſwears, that Hawkins came to his houſe that Sunday 


night, and ſtaid there till next morning; ; and he fays, he re- 
remembers it was the 1 5th of April, becauſe, on the Tueſday 
before, which was the Toth, he gave Hawkins a receipt for 
thirty ſhillings.“ And here, (ſays he,) the re@ipt is. Haw- 


| Kins wrote the body of it, and I ſigned it imately with 


the ſame ink. 


This would better haye paſſed for truth, if the colour of 
| the ink had appeared all alike. But as one part differs ſo much 
| from the other, there is certainly room for ſuſpicion, though. 
pos there may be not a full evidence of forgery. 


But, ſuppoſing the receipt to be genuine. what would it 
prove? Not that Hawkins was at Fuller's houſe on the night 
the mail was robbed ; but only, that he and Fuller were to- 


; getter tk the Tueſday $73 and that Fuller had ſome reaſon to 
remember, that the Sunday following was the 1 5th of April: 


this relates to his knowledge, but nor to his veracity. And 
the queſtion now 3s, whether ke ſwears according, or contra- 
Yo his knowledge. You have his aath, (and his only) that 


awkins lay at his houſe that night. But it appears, by the | 
-  6a:hs of ſever al witneſſes, tha that Hawkins v was then elſewhere in 
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examined a-part, and therefore their agreement in ſo many 
particulars, i is a ſtrong confirmation of what they ſwore ; now, 
nothing remains for you to conſider in this cafe, but whether 
you have moſt reaſon to believe theſe or Fuller. 

Then the jury went out again, and, in a ſhort time, returns 
ed, and found both the priſoners guilty. 
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toinpany with Wilſon and Simpſon. Theſe witneſſes were 


The verdict being recorded, Hawkins expreſſed himſelf to- 


this purpoſe : © I am altogether innocent of this robbery ; 
though I do not blame my countrymen for their verdict, for 
their intentions were honourable, but they were over- ruled by 


. a partial judge. I have been ill dealt by: my friend has been 
brow-beat, and hardly ſuffered to ſpeak. I expect to die, but 


yet I would not change conditions with the villain that has 
faved his own life, by ſwearing away mine, for I prefer death 
to a life ſayed in ſuch an infamous manner. My blood lies up- 
on his head, and upon ſome others. hope your lordſhip 
is not concerned in it. 

How little reaſoa he had for making theſe I ap- 
Pears. in the trial. 


The Ordinary ofe Newgat s Hecolint: 


„John Hawkins was 28 years of age, born at Staines, in 
"Middleſex; where his father, a ſober man, but of no great 
ſabſtance, intended he thould have been of the plaiſtering bu- 
ſineſs; but he, not reliſhing ſo mean a mechanic occupation, 
could not induſtriouſly ſettle to that, or any thing elſe of ſuch 
a nature; tel hing me, that he believed not many men had 
more greatnels of ſpirit than himſelf ; but, that was fo far 
from being a benefit to him, that it occaſioned his deſtrue- 
tion. After he found that he could not ſubſiſt by flying 
from one project to another, he ſettled himſelf in the ſamily 
of Sir Dennis Dutry, where, as butler, he lived without 
any exceptions taken, as to his demeanour in the family; but, 
that“ he there gratified his natural inclinations, as to eating 
and drinking, and made that babitual, which was before in 


bis conſtitution,” But an uneaſineſs happening in the fai 


ly, which they fancied the butler was, in part, the occalion_ 
of, he left that place, with a good character, as to his integrity. 
Having been inſtructed in the nature of trading, he ſaid,” to 
France and Flanders, in wines, brandies, &c. he joined with 
his brother, a captain of a veſſel or ſloop, in fetching thoſe - 
commodities from thoſe places, and commonly paid the king's 
cuſtom for them : that this way. of life Was TINY n to 
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him, but his gains were not ſuperior to his loſſes, running 
certain bazards and accidents in thoſe matters; but, having 
a ſtrong and violent inclination td arrive at great riches and 
ſplendor on a ſudden, he left the uncertain way of dealing ar 
ſea; to deal in the South- Sea, and the bubbles, from which 
he had recourſe to bubbling in another way, as ſome others 
beſides have done, in which vicious courſes he had ſucceſs 
for 2 conſiderable time. 

He much accuſed thoſe who had villanouſly aſſerted in the 


news-papt rs, that he and Simpſon had acknowledged the fact 


before the juſtice of peace, together with above twenty other 


robberies. At the ſame time he ſhewed me an advertiſement, 


which deſcribed the mail to be robbed by two men ; whereas 
Wilſon's information made them three in number, 
At his trial, during the fix hours it laſted, he behaved him- 


ſelf in a decent and becoming manner, When. he found him- 


felf cond: mned, and well knew the conſequence was certain 
death, he put on a deportment ſurprizingly odd and bold, ar- 


raigning the court, and diſcovering (as he fancied) ſeveral ir- 


regular proceedings at his trial. 

But though he could not at firſt be induced to allow, chat 
the ſentence paſt upon him was agreeable to equity, declaring 
that, had a certain perſon been faithful to him, the jury could 
never have found him guilty ; and that the mildneſs of the 


judge was not very remarkable in this caſe : yet, after I had 


talked with him twice in private, I found thoſe prejudices were 
of themſelves fied from him; for he told me then, that he was 
perfectly eaſy, and ſatisfied to die, and had no rin towards 
wy body. 

Being told by a zentleman; that he ought to bear ne no malice 
towards Wilſon, his friend aud accuſer, becauſe be acted; not 
out of ill-will to him, but to preſerve his life; he anſwered, 
that liſe was ſweet, eſpecially to thoſe in their courſe of life, 


vet he himſelf would have died more deaths than one, rather 


than have betrayed. his friend, and embrued his hands in the 
blood of his companion: however, he freely forgave him, 


from the very bottom of his heart, and wiſhed the Creator 
would fo forgive him, 


As to his deportment, there could be no objedion 28100 a 
it. It was ſerious with ſorrow, and obſervant with fear, But, 
as his death drew near, he appeared tg be much more ſhocked 

than George Simpſon. „At the A. eg on Friday, he 
changed countenance, when I told him we were to conciude 
the ſacrament, prayers, and all by nine of the clock, on Mon- 

nay moe; being the day for excecxtion. During his de- 


votions 
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1g votions he ſhed a great many tears, which none elſe did; 1 
g which he alſo did at the ſermon preached laſt before his death. 1 
1d At the prayers, the morning that he ſuffered, though he 4 
al always aimed at a ſettled and compofed countenance, he yet 1 
ch appeared ruffled and fome-what terrified. | 4 
eſs SGtorge Sim'ſon, about thirty-four years of age, was born at 1 
Putney in Surry, He ſaid that his father was a wine mer- 1955 
he chant, and had a conſiderable eſtate; and that though he was 1 
ict ſome time mean, yet be was born a gentleman. He added, 14 
er that his father removing from Surry into Lincolnſhire, did not 
it, | fo well bear up his head, yet he gave him a good education, Fl 
aud he underſtood ſomething of the law. He alfo ſaid, that 74 
| ſome thought a ſheriff 's bailiff (which he was at Lincoln) an mol 
u- ungenteel employment, but he thought a man might behave i | 
= himſelf in it as became a gentleman, and ſometimes where tl e Fel 
in buſineſs would not ſet off the man, the man has ſet off the bu- 1 
ar- ſineſs; and that he was ignorant of the art of racking men 1 
ir- too ſeverely for civility money. He told me belides, that, 1 
8 when he kept a public-houſe at Lincoln, he permitted no "ik 
at irregularity to be committed there ; but he believed he was at ub 
ng that time of day as well looked upon as thoſe who were in To 
uld higher quality and fortune, frequently turning away lewd men 
the and women, who would willingly have tranſacted theit lewd- 
21d neſs under his roof. But, delighting, he ſaid, too much in 
exe pleaſure, though the diverſions were innocent, yet his buſineſs 
vas decayed infenfibly, and he was obliged to abſcond, and foon _ 
rds fly the country, Aﬀterwards he ſaid, when he was ſervant to 
F the lord Caſtlamain, he could'defy the world to alledge any 
ice thing to his prejudice. AT eee, on ge 
not He added, that when he left the lord Caſtlemain's place, 
ed, he had no occaſion to have again ſubmitted to the meanneſs 
ife, of ſuch a ſtation, but that the loweſt life was to him mote 
her eligible, than the higheſt vicious one ar that happy time. Bus 
the to prevent temptation, he afterwards ſerved Mr. Green as 
im, a footman; yet was not eaſy in ſuch a poſt, but aimed at ſome 
tor writing buſineſs, as to keep accompts, or the like. That he 
was aſſiſtant to Mr, Grubſhaw, a fruiterer, in collecting his 
inſt debts ; and to his own ſiſter Elliot, of Bautry, in managing 
ut, her affairs, after the deceaſe of her huſband, ſhe being left 
ded with ſome ſmalf children. | 
he He was perfectly compoſed and eaſy under his troubles, 
ude never ſhed a tear, never ſeemed terrified. at the approach 
on- of death, but was conſtant and regular in his devotions, 
de- ſcrious at the ſacrament, and maintained the very ſame de- 


portment 
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portment to the laſt of his life. He ſaid, that Wilſon was 
compelled to end his own days, ox ſhorten theirs ; he had no- 
thing to fay againſt him; yet did believe, there was 


ſuch a tie and obligation in oaths, that he might queftion, 


whether even the good could excuſe the breaking through 
them. | 

He ſaid, it was his unhappineſs never to ine lived with the 
perſon who was his wife; but, on the other hand, it was his 
good fortune, not to have any children to bequeath to diſ- 


grace, and to the briars of a wretched world; he added, 


that yet, as her relations were perſons of eſtate and account, 
he might have entertained good expectations after their de- 


5 ceaſe, had he not, rendered his own proſpects and her in- 


tentions abortive. 

Three days before his execution) he told me he fel an un- 
common in ward compoſure of his mind, was entirely eaſy at 
the proſpect of death, as he had Nele ves it, and had ex- 
pected a turn of fortune a good while, he ſaid, before it came 
upon him, deſiring to receive the holy communion twice be- 


fore he ſuffered, which I agreed to. 
, and feme Time 2 their Execution. 


John Hawkins, being told by 2 gentleman, that Wilſon 
owned, that he and Hawkins, &C. were concerned in cutting 
out the antient woman's tongue, and throwing it over the 
bedge into the road, becauſe ſhe told the people in the robbed 
coach, that ſhe knew one of the robbers ; this priſoner's 
anſwer was, that he never dealt in barbarous actions. I told 
him, I: bad received a letter from the widow of Butler Fox, 
who deſired he would acquit Fox, if he and Simpſon were 
alone concerned in that robbery, for which Fox died; he 
ſeemed inclined to it, but ſaid, the benefitting that woman, 
would be harming another perſon, if ke made any public de- 
claration to the people. But, as for the robbing any noble- 
man's coach near Richmond, and taking a ring much valued, 

as being a preſent from another perſon of quality, he ab- 
ſolutely denied it. 

George Limpſon, . ſaid, that as a certain non- juror had Fe 
him, it was not neceſſary to confeſs any thing, he was re- 
ſolved to confeſs nothing; but ſaid, their robberies about 
London had been ſo numerous, that they were too tedious 
mm to recount, nor were ey of any enen to the 
World. 4 . | 
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They were conveyed between nine and ten of 2 


chock to execution. No one being allowed the privilege of a 


— 
coach, they appeared in the carts with uncommon tokens of 


repentance, ſcarce ever raiſing their eyes from their books, 


to regard the great crowds about them, .nor tarrying to drink 


quantities of liquor, as is uſually done. 

John H:whkins, deſiring the ſpectators to be ſilent, faid, 
„ Chriſtians ! I am brought to this place of ſhame for my 
ſins; I hope, and earneſtly hope all chriſtians will join with 
me in prayer for the pardon of my crimes ; I forgive all, and 
hope to be forgiven of all myſelf. I beg all here preſent will 
take warning by my wretched death, and avoid'what led to it. 
Pray for me, bleſſed people ! pray for my departing ſoul ! 
Chriſt, receive me] Lord Jeſus, come quickly.” Being in 
ſome confuſion, he was turned off, and died, not without 
prodigious difliculty and ſtruggling; contrary to his ſriend, 
who was more compoſed before he died, and more eaſily loſt 
his breath. 


The ſame day that Hawkins and Simpſon were hanged- at 
Tyburn, their bodies were carried to Hounſlowebeath, and 
there hanged in irons on a gibbet erected for that purpoſe, 
not far from that on which Benjamin Child was l in the 


ſame Manner. 


jonn MOLONY, and JAMES, alas VALENTINE 


CARRICK, for a Street-Robbery, July, 1722. 
OHN MOLONY, alias MaLnowny, and James Cane 


I RICK, were indicted (with Dax IZL CaRRoL, not then 
taken) for aſſaulting William Young, Eſq; on the high-way, 
in the pariſh of St. Giles in the Fields; putting him in fear, 


and taking from him a gold repeating watch, value 50 l. a 


chryſtal ſnuff-box, value 31. a filver hilted ſword, value 3h 
and forty guineas, July 1, 1722. 

Mr. Young, I took a chair at the Bedford-head tavern, 
in Southampton-ſtreet, Covent-garden, on Sunday the firſt 
of this month, between one and two in the morning. As 


the chair was turning into Little-Queen-ſtreer, I faw three men 


advancing towards me. : The foremoſt ſtepped up to oy 
chairman, and clapping a piftol to his ear, ſaid, G—d d- 


ye, ſet down, or I will ſhoot you through the head. Then, 


putting a 9 into the chair, hy ſaid to me, your an 
dir 
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on as faſt as you can; or, G- d d 
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Sir, Tamin haſte. I gave him about eleven ſhillings, but his 
hand trembling, ſome of the money dropt between us. 
G- d d-—n ye, Sir, ſays he, do you drop your money? 
And perceiving 4 was ſilver, he added, G—d d n ye, 
Sir, do ye trifle? And one of his companions putting his head 
in at the right fide of the chair, ſaid, G--d d n ye, Sir, 
do ye? The firſt man took away my ſword, a gold watch, a 


chryſtal ſnuff-box, ſome papers of conſequence, and my 
purſe with forty guineas in it; but he miſſed my ring, 


which I dropt in the chair: and when he had done, the other 
ſaid to the chairman, now, ye dog, go on with your chair as 
faft as you can, Then the rogues made off, and the chair- 
men carrying me to the end of the ſtreet, ſet me down, and 
putſued them; and in a few minutes, I heard that one of 
them was taken. He that rifled me was a little, fair man, in 
a black coat, and a light tie-wig ; and I verily believe Car- 
rick is the ſame perſon. And he on the ride {ide of the chair 
was no leſs like Malony, a tall, ſwarthy fellow, with a large 
_ filver laced, hat, a black cravat, and his wig tied up in a bag: 


it was he who was taken, and he was then in the ſame dreſs. 


I went to him in the round-houſe: he aſked me if I knew 
him? 1 ſaid yes. And will you ſwear it? ſays he, if you 
do, you will be perjured ! for I am innocent of the fact. I per- 


ſuaded him to confeſs. You have no oth r way, ſays I, to 


fave yourſelf, than by convicting the other two, and then 
the law gives you your life. He fill denied bis guilt, and fol 
left him; but the next morning he ſent for me to the Compter, 
and told me, that Carrick and Danicl Carrol were the two 
that were with him when I was robbed, My papers were 
a}l brought to me the ſame day. OE UN > 

Milliam Crindall, Chairman. ] low both the priſoners 
very well, Carrick came foremoſt, and joſtled againſt me; 
I puſh'd him off; upon which Malony came up, and Taid, 
G—dd n ye, ſtand! and a third man came behind me. 
Carrick clepped a piſtol to my head, and ſwore he would 
ſhoot me, if I ſtirred a foot. Malony drew his ſword, and 
food over me; and then Carrick went with his piſtol to the 
chair. Mr. Young gave him ſome fity er 3 upon which he 
fais, d-— n 522 Sir, do ye trifle? and ſo he ſearched Mr. 
% 0uNg 3 and! heard Mr. Young ſay . my letters are of con— 
ſequence to me, but of. none to you, | When Carrick had 
done ſearching, Malony ſaid to me, now, ye dog youu, £0 
—n ye, I will run ye 
through, and fo they made off; and we went about twenty 
17s with the chair, aud then ſet it Gown, arid pulled out the 
| poles, 
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118 poles, and purſued them, with a cry of ſtop thief. my 

= run through Stone Cutters-Alley, and along the arched paſſage 

2 joining to the duke of Newcaſtle's houſe ; where a watch: 

e, man who ſtood up in the dark, ſtopped Molony, but hey 

ad having his drawn ſword in his hand, wounded the watchman 

„ in the arm, and, getting looſe, ran into Lincoln's-Inn- 

"2 Fields. The watchman ſent his dog after him: the dog 

ny ſeized him in the middle of the firlt quarter, ſthrew him down, 

g, __ _ him "ny out like a hare, when ſhe is firſt taken by a 

ler und. f 
as Court. Mr. Young, by what light did you ſee the pri- 9 
ir- ſoners when they robbed you? 1 
nd Mr. Young. I ſaw them plainly by the chairmen's lanthorn; 4 
of When Carrick was going to rifle me, he bid one of them go 5 
in over the way: but Molony aſked Carrick what he ſent him i} 
To away for ; and calling to the chairmen, d——n ye, villains, 8 
air ſays he, come back, or I will run ye through. And the 1 
ge chairman coming back, Molony ſtood over him with his I 
ag: ſword. He bid the chairmen. hold their hats before their face, fi 
ſ5. but they held them a little on one ſide, io that they cquld ſee 1 
vy What was done. 46 
on Carrick. Pray, Sir, which fide of the chair Was 1 on . 
er- when you ſay I robbed you? | . 
to { Mr. Dung. On the left fide. nn 
* Carrick. Now that i is a lie, for I was on the right fide *. 14 
ol I ſhall catch you gan. e What coloured coat #1 
er, had I? 1 
wo Mr. Nang. Black. 0 
ere . I can prove the reverſe. What ſort of 'n a i 
| wig? | 9 ug NS 
ers Mr. Young. A light tie-wig. | , 5 
e; Carrick, That is another 3 lie of yours —for you 74 
id, know, Mr. Molony, that you and I changed wigs that night, F 
Ne. and yours is a dark brown. Had I two piſtols in one hand, + 
uld or one in each hand? | 3 
ind Mr. Young. I ſaw but one piltol. I | Ft 
the Carrick, Then your eye-ſight failed ye. * 
he John Brooks, the other chairman, confirmed the evidence . 
Ar. of Grindall. "A 
on- Richard Felton, actions. Hearing a cry of ſtop thief, 4 
12d I flood up in the dark, under the Duke of Newcaſtle's arch. 1 
g Molony came running along with his drawn ſword in his hand, | 1 
ye and ſwearing, d—n his blood, the firſt man that couched I i 
50 | ® The reader will doubtleſs imagine that Carrick was an Hibernian, 1 
Its, > WF Sn +2, | 1 


— 
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him was a dead man. When be came within my teach, 1 
Fnocked him down, but he got up again, wounded me in the | 


um, and fan away. My dog followed, and feiztd him in 
Lincoln's-Inn- Fields, he cried? out, and the chairmen wetit 
and took the dog off, and carried "Wy gentleman 0 'the 
round-houſe, | | 
x John Franklin. About wy yedt 280, 1 Vouphe + a flyer 
filted ſword of Carrick, which be was 'afterwards tried for 
Realing; but before be was taken, IJ had ſold the ſword 
to Mr. Broupker, | And laſt Monday morning I heard that 
Carrick was concerned in rebbing Mr. Young, and 3 
told Mr. Brounker of it, Carric coming thar”evenin 
ro Mr. Brounker 's Yoor | in a coach, we followed and took 


him. 


'Monday-abut non, Mr. Franklin told nie, that the man 
Te had bought a ſword of was ih an information for a 
Areet- robbery. Tn the evening ' Cartick came in a coach 


r my door, and defired to ſte à ſuit of clothes. My man 


Went up to fetch ſome down; and in the mean time, pray, 
Sir, ſays I to Carrick, ſtep out, for you cannot ſo well fe 

in the” coach. G—d dn ye, Sir, ſays he, de ye thibk [ 
Bo loſt my eyes? And ſo he ordered the coach; man to drive 
away. My man comipg down told me, that he believed 


Francis Bitte, ſaleſman, in MotttlonbRreek. - On 


{this was he that ſtole” the ſword. © Then, faid I, he is in an 


inforctation for a robbery; ; and fo we fallotwed and todk 
him, juſt as he was coming. out of another ſhop, the duke of 


Marborou b's head. RS s 

John Bu I oington on, Brounket's ſervant. As I as" ſtand- 
ing at my maſter's door, Carrick ſtopped in a coach, and 
beckoning to 1785 I went to him. He ſaid he wanted a ſuit 


"of clothes. I 'th%ughe Thad feen him before, and going up 


bor ſome clothes, I recolle&ed that I Had taken him about two 
"years before, for ſtealing a ſilver hilted word. When | 
came down again he wes Jones 1 told my miſter who he 


«+ << mhA 


Tis upon Mi. 

Mx. Young. : This is the watch, and this is e Baß bbx 
that * Was robbel of. 

e ing ten, 5 evidente Was edu med by John Cpandler. 

# 59 Tas dribking with Carrick hd Carrell on Sun- 
| "day night till twelde & clock, When they began to quarrel; ; 
but upon my adviſing, them to be friends, and not make any 


diſturbance i in the houſe, they were foon pacitied, and agreed 
to 


- 
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to walk out together. They went fotemoſt, and I being very 
drunk, could not keep up with them, but was forced to fol 
low ax a little diſtance. When they came to the corner of 
Queen-ſtreet, Carrick ruſhed againſt a chairman; and | heard 
ſomebody fay, ,G—d. d—n your blood, Sir, do ye trifle | 
and d—n your blood, Sir, do ye? As'I knew nothing of, 
their deſign, I thought it had only been a drunken quarrel ; 
but when J came to them, I underſtcod they had robbed the 
chair, at which I was very much ſurpriſed ; and thinking my- 
ſelf in the ſame danger, by being ſeen in their company, 1 
endeavoured to make my eſcape, as any prudent man would 
have done in the like cixcumſtances; | 

Carrick. I will prove, that laſt Sunday morning, Catrol 
| knocked at the door where I lodged, and brought me the 
watch and ſnuff- box. 

Catherine Conway. Taft Sunday motnlag early, Molony 
came to Carrick in Little-Wild-ſtreet, and delivered a watch 
2 ſauff-box to him, and ſaid he brought it from Daniel 

arrol. 

ä That could not be, becauſe Molony was then in 
dean! ; and, beſides, Carrick himſelf ſays, he had it e 
Carrol's own hand. 

Tbe j jury found both the priſoners guilty. Death, 


Famer, alias Valentine Garrick, was born in Dublin. His 
father, who was a jeweller, having acquired a conſiderable 
fortune, left off trade, and lived upon his eſtate. He had 
three ſons. He obtained for the eldeſt the place of a com- 
miſſioner; procured the ſecand to be a cornet of borſe, and 
made an enſign of James, who was the youngeſt. 

In this capacity maſter Jemmy was obliged to repair to the 
regiment he belonged to, which was then in Spain. Soon 
after his arrival, he ſignalized himſelf by ſeveral engagementg 
with the Spaniſh ladies of pleaſure, and was not a little pro: d 
of his ſucceſs ; for he fancied every ſurrender was a proof of 
bis own irreſiſt ible charms. He was, indeed, a briſs young 
fellow, and well ſhaped ; but his ature was a little below 2 

middle ſize, and his complexion pale. The extent of his un- 
derſtanding may be gueſſed at, by the defence he made at his 
trial. He overflowed with impertinence, and was fo vain f 
his perſon, his | dreſs, and what he miſtook for gallantry, 
that it ſeemed his chief ambition to merit te character of the 
molt pretty, gay, ſmart and diſſolute fellow in the army. 
In a word, he wa; a fop, a coxcomb, and a rake, and 
8 | | oY 2 ms 3 
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ſhuandered away bis time and his money in drefling, gaming, 


drinking, and debauchery of every kind. 
A peace being concluded, he loſt his commiſſion, -and 


came to London, where he was ſo far from reforming his 


manners, that he grew more vicious than ever. No company 
was ſo agreeable to him, as what he met with at the gaming- 


tables, and that of the lewdeſt women the town afforded. 
But, as the remittances he received from his friends, were by 


no means fufficient to ſupport his extravagance, he was 


quickly reduced to very low circumſtances. Thus neceſlitous,' 


he became a penfioner to ſome of the trading ladies of the 
hundreds of Drury. But ſtill his expences exceeded his in- 


come. It happened one night, that being at a gaming-table, 


he met with a countryman of his, whoſe name was Smith; 
and fortune proving perverſe to them both, they beſtowed 
their curſes upon her with mutual liberality, and went away 


together. As they walked along, they —.— how they 


ſhould” make up their loſſes, and mainta themſelves like 
gentlemen. Robbery was no ſooner propoſed than agreed 
to. This they quickly put in practice, with tolerable ſuc- 
ceſs, conſidering they were but novices: but, however, as it 
fell ſhort of their expectations, they joined in a confe- 
deracy with another Iriſhman, Thomas Butler, who was 
an old experienced practitioner. Thus united, they com- 
mitted innumerable: robberies on Bagſhot-Heath, Hounſlow- 
Heath, and. Finchley-Common, by which they ſometimes 
acquired conſiderable prizes. But their extravagance in 


dreſs, in gaming, and debauchery, ſoen exhauſted whatever - 


they got. 
There is no union ſo liable to diflolution, as that of fe- 
lons; for not only their mutual diſtruſt makes them fre- 
_ quently betray one another, but the common courſe of juſtice, 
often puts an end to it, . ia. 


Butler, attempting to rob a coach in Surry, was wounded, 


ſeized, and committed to the Marſhalſea As he had been 
rewarded by the government for intercepting a letter from 


the Duke of Ormond, he was in hopes of procuring his li- 


| berty, by pretending to make further diſcoveries. But, fail- 
ing in this, he impeached Carrick, and thought himſelf ſure 
of being made an evidence. Sir Juſtinian Iſham, having 


been robbed by Butler, and hearing that ſuch a perſon was 


taken, ſent a letter to his friend, Mr. Oſgood, to enquire if 
Butler was the man. Mr. Oſgood enquired of Butler him- 


ſelf, who, fill depending upon his being admitted an. evi- 


dence, 


hs Y% BU _w>- 


appointed; for he was removed by a Habeas Corpus to New- 


gate, tried and condemned for this very fact, at the Old- 


Bailey, and executed at Tyburn. 


Carricl's relations in Ireland, hearing of this impeach- 


ment, ſent ſeveral letters, entreating him to conſider the 


fatal effects of continuing in ſuch a courſe, as he was then 


engaged in; an untimely and infamous death to himſelf, and 


an indelible ſtain on his family: and preſſing him in the 


ſtrongeſt terms, to break off his vicious acquaintance, and 
return to Dublin; his elder brother in particular, promiſed 
not only to meet him on the way, and conduct him thither ; 


but to procure him a place there, that would be ſufficient to 


maintain him handſomely. _ | | | 
. Carrick, however, had already given ſuch a looſe to his 


actions, that be could not bear the thoughts of living under 
reſtraint. Regardleſs of the advice, entreaties, and offers of 


bis friends, he reſolved to be irreclaimable. : | 
He commonly robbed in company, though ſometimes 


he ventured by himſelf, as will appear in the following 


trials. 


In September, 1720, James Carrick was indicted for 

ſtealing a filver hilted ſword, value 35 s. the goods of Thomas 

Webſter. F = | * 2-0 
The jury found him guilty, and. he was ordered to be 


tranſported ; but that ſentence was afterwards changed for 


burning in the hand, which was done in May, 1721. 


In April, 1721, he was indicted by the name of Valen- 


tine Cartick, of St. Martin's in the Fields, for aſſaulting 


George Clemſon in his houſe, and robbing him of five ſilver 
ſpoons, eleven guineas, two broad pieces, and half a broad 
piece, April 13, 1721 3 but no evidence appearing againſt 


him he was acquitted. 


After this he became acquainted with Weolham and Addis: 
for, in December, 1727, . | | 75 

ames Carrick, Joſeph Moolbam, and Samuel Addis were in- 
dicted for ſubornation of perjury, in procuring Mary 


Deanly, alias Dingle, to ſwear à robbery againſt Thomas 
Charleſworth, who was then in Newgate : but the evidence 
not being ſufficient, they were acquitted. 5 


Carrick, in the laſt year of his life, made a very con- 
ſiderable figure among thoſe of his own profeſſion; he was 


fond of ill company, but now he fell in with the moſt vil- 


1 lainous 
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dence, readily conſeſſed the robbery, but found himſelf dif- 
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lainous ſet about London, Daniel Carrol, Robert Wilkinſon, 
Lincoln, Wm. Lock, Richard Oakey, 'Fho. Milk ſop, 
ba Dyer, Simon Jacobs, - 
Angier, Thomas Smith, alias Newcomb, and John Molony, 
alias Malhoni, and . more. With theſe he committed 
a great number of robberies, of which we thall give a farther 
accaunt in ſome of their trials. 
While he lay under ſentence. of death, his behaviour was 
| the ſame it had been at his trial; he ſhewed the ſame foppiih 
| Airs, the ſame levity and unconcern, and was as full of jokes, 
And as theſe were novelties in the condemned-hold, and the 
chape] of Newgate, it was no wonder that the report of 


them encreaſed the number of his viſitors, and the pra | 
of his keepers. Carrick perceiving the people came in 


a-pace ; yau pay your money, good folks, ſays he, to ſee 
me in Newpate, but if you will go to Tyburn nee 
you may ſee me for nothing. 

There was no perſuading him to refrain from converting 
with ſome proſtitutes of his acquaiatance, who were almoſt 


continually with him in Newgate, and followed him to the 


gallows. 

When he came to the place of execution, he ted 
| upon, and made his bows to all he knew. Inſtead of pray- 

ing with the reft of the criminals, be employed that time 
in giggling, taking ſnuff, and making apiſh motions to divert 
himſelf and the mob. When prayers were over, he told 
them, the ſheriffs had made an order, that no ſirgeans ſhould 
touch his body: The Ordinary advifed him to conſider, 
whither he was going. To which he anſwered, that, be- 


ing a Roman Catholic, he had received the Liaramebt, | 


and prepared for death in his own way; and then giving 
himſelf. ſome pretty and genteel airs, {as he ſeeme 
to think them) in ad juſting the halter about his neck, the 
cart was draun away 

And thus this compoſition of folly, vanity, gebauchery, 
and villainy, finiſhed his courſe at T'yburn, on Nee 
July 18, 1722, in the 27th year of his. 1 82 268 


John Maly, alias Malhoni, was born in Dublin: chile | 
| he was very young he went to ſea with the Queen's letter, 


and ſailed with. the fleet to the Mediterranean. He continued 
in the ſervice till the ſhip he belonged to happened to be loſt; 
and there being a preſumption, that be, and ſome others of 


the ſailors, had been the occaſion of it, either through care- 


« . or Geng. they were called to a ſtrict account, but as 
| nothing 


Sturges, Humphrey | 
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nothing was proved againſt them they were diſcharged. After 
this he entered with others on board a privateer, and they 
ſuceeded ſo well, that in a few months they took ſeveral pi- 
rate Veſſels, by which they made a tatge addition to the So 
ſtock they ſet out with. 

The ꝙꝓrivateer being ordered to England, he men were 


; -paid and difcharped, Malony was now out of employment, 


he had indeed enough to have put himſelf into an honeſt 


way of living, but that was what he had no inclination' to. 


His delight was to haunt taverns, baudy-houſes and gaming- 


tables, ant] at ſuch places he ſcattered ay his er in J- 
time than he had gathered it. 


Thus reduced to'a ſtate of poverty, he lived for 2 while by 
ſpunging upon his old companions, when the dice turned up 


in their favour. This indeed kept him from ſtarving, but 


as it was uncertain, and far from being ſufficient to ſupport his 


uſual extravagances, he thought it expedient to try his for- 
tune in another manner. 


From tlie buſine's of a gameſter to that of a- 'bighwayman 


is a common and very eaſy tranſition z their merits are ſo 


near an equality, that it is hard to ſay, which of the twovis 


moſt worthy of the gallows. Several of his acquaintance had 


already paſt from one of theſe occupations to the other, and 
the time was now come, when he himſelf was determined to 
purſue the ſame cburſe, and add one to their company. As 
ſoon as his ſentiments were known to them, they made no dif- 
ficulty of admitting him to be joint: adventurer, for no man 


could appear fitter for ſuch an undertaking, 


He was a tall, large boned, ſwarthy, grim fellow, had an 


uncommon fierceneſs i in his looks, and he fwore with-a 4 voice 


like thunder. 
Theſe confederates made frequent excurſions, 254 commit- 


ted a great number of robberies in and about London, till | 


ſome of them were taken and hanged, and others. run away 
'to Ireland, for fear of meeting the ſame reward; but Molony 


| continued: Krulking a about town, till the danger was pretty well 


over. 


It ſeems, there was a ſuſpicion of his being at leaſt an Ad- ; 
complice with ſome who were guilty of coining, for in March | 


laſt (if Jonathan Wild's oath may be credited) he was com- 


mitted to priſon for uttering counterfeit money, but, the bill : 


not being found, he was ſet at liberty again. 
In two or three weeks after his diſcharge, hearing that one 
Dorothy Wade, an old. gentlewoman, in St, Catherine's, was 
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conſiderably rich, he took it into his head to make his ad- 
Qreffes to her, in the quality of an honourable lover. 
And he gained his point at the firſt viſit, without the leaſt 
difficulty; for the good old lady was as much tranſported with 
the ſudden proſpect of matrimony, as a condemned criminal 
could be at the unexpected news of a pardon. No wonder 
then that ſhe did not reject an overture that promiſed the 
fame bleſfings; but, impatient to be put in poſſeſſion, ap- 
pointed the next morning for that purpoſ eV 
They met accordingly, and were married; but the day af- 
ter the wedding, Molony found he was bit; for the old 


and he with the aſſiſtance of his fervant maid, Mary Bright, 
had removed moſt of the goods and money. Vexe. at this 
 erfappointment, Molony perſuaded his ſpouſe to proſecute 
them for. felony, which, to-oblige her huſband, ſhe conſented 
to; but they were both acquitted. | | 


that he was earneft in his repentance, and had prepared him- 
elf for another world, according to his own ſentiments of 
He was executed at Tyburn. with Carrick and three others, 
on Wedneſday, July 18, 17222 11 
What became of Daniel Carrol may be ſeen in the account 
hereafter given of Joſeph Blake, alias Blueſkin, 


i * 0 * 


NAT HANIEL JACKSON and JOHN MU R- 
PH E X, alias MO RP HE W, for a RognkRY, July, 
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\ T ATHANIEL JACKSON and John Murphey, 

| alias Morphew, of St. Pancras, were indicted for aſ- 

_ faulting Richard Dennit on the highway, putting him in fear, 
and taking from him two ſhirts, value 108. a coat and waiſt- 
coat, value 238. five ounces of human hair, value 1cs. fix 
 lemoens, a handkerchief, and 13d. in money, June 20, 722. 
\ Richard Dennit. About 11 at night, I was walking be- 


be would go with me; and | bid him come along inen.“ Gd 


gentlewoman had but a few days before diſpoſed of her ef- 
feQts to John Duval, who had warried her grand-daughter, 


He profeſſed himſelf a Roman Catholic, and declared, 


tween 'Tottenham-Court and Hampſtead, with a baſket of 
lemons upon my head ; a man (whoſe name, I have ſince 
learned, is Neal O'Brian) came out of the graſs, and aſked 

me, whither I was going? 1 told him to Hampſtead, he ſaid, 


d.— n 
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dn ye, (ſays he,) ſpeak another word, and I will hoot 
ye through the head t ſh minute.” And then giving me a blow 
on the breaſt, he cried, * Hip !”” and immediately the two 
priſoners Cam up, tool me by the ſhoulde:s, and dragged me 
into a ditch, where they ſtript off my coat, waiftcoat and 
ſhirt, and bound me, and fwore they would kill me. I had 
a handkerchief and five ounces of human hair in my coat 
pocket, I found by their bro:ue that two of them were Iriſh- 


men; and, in hopes they would uſe me the better, I told 


them. I was born of Iriſh parents, that my father was born 
inthe IIigheſtreet, in Dublin, and I myſelf was born in Hamp- 
ſhire. .** Be my ſhoul now (fays O'Brian) tiſh man iſh a 
very good Hampſhire hog to kill.“ 1 anſwered, But indifferent. 

Court, Did you loſe any money? 

Deunit. Ves, 1d. but I ſaved a guinea which I had put 
in one of my ſhoes for ſecurity. They took fix lemons out 
of my baſket, and eat ſome of them; and then went away 
with my cloaths, and left me bound. With much ſtruggling 
[ got looſe, and, meeting with Edward Howard, a friend of 
May > we followed the priſoners to a night- had in the Hay- 
market, where we took them, with ſome of my cloaths in 
their poſſeſſian; but O'Brian made his eſcape. 

Priſaners. We will give the court no farther trouble. We 


wn we committed the rubbery. 


The jury found them both guilty, and they received ſen- 


tence of death, but Murphey was afterwards reprieved. 


Nathaniel Fact ſon gave the fellrwing account of himelf. 


am above thirty years of age ; I was born at Doncaſter in 
Yorkſhire, where my parents Kees in credit; my father, I be- 
lie ve, w. ould have given me a very good education, had he lived 
much longer; but he died wile 1 was very young, and be- 
fore ſ had made any conſiderable progreſs in my learning How:- 
ever, he Jeſt me with a ſmall fortune to the care of a friend, 
with whom lived till I was old enough to be put gut apprentice; 
and then he bound me to a ſilk weaver in Norwich. My 
maſter and | were often at variance; he was an honeſt, in- 
duftricus man, „An my delight was in idleneſs, extravagance, 
and keeping, looſe company. He was very uneaſy, at the li= 
bertics I too; and IL was no leſs fo, at the reſtraints he en- 
deavoured to lay me ur. der. Thus difagreeing, we lived for 
about three years, and then I ran away from him. 
My Guardian, after a dilige ne enquiry, heard where I was, 
and ſent me word, that, unce I had no inclination to trade, 


my friends v „Gul idviſe me 50 purchaſe a {ina!l place with the 
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mo ney my father had leſt me. But their adviſe was thrown 
away, for a ſettlement was not what I wanted, I thought a 
loo ſe rambling life was much more preferable ; and therefore 
entered my ſelf in the army, and was ſent to Ireland, where 
1 came behind-hand with none of my fellow-ſoldiers, in leud- 
neſs and debauchery of every kind. 

Growing weary of the mean condition of a common ſol- 
dier, I procured twenty guineas of ſome of my friends, with 
fifteen of which J gained admittance into a troop of dragons, 
but did not hold it long; for quarrelling with one of my com- 
rades, a duel seed, in which I did not kill him indeed, 
but I hacked and mangled him in a barbarous manner ; and, 
for this my officer caſhiered me; though | believe in fo doing 
be had more regard to his own profit, than to my offence. 

I continued about four years in Ireland; it was there | 
begun my acquaintance with John Murphey and Neal O'Brian, 
and there, after | was broke | left them, and returned to my 
guardian. I lived for a while in the ſame town with him, but 
not in his houſe ; becauſe I could not perfuade myſelf to "that 
regular and fober life which he required ; but choſe to forſake 
my honie for ſeveral nights in a week, to keep company with 
fots at an ale-houſe, or whores at a bawdy-houſe. 

In vain my friends tried to prevail with me to reform my 
life; I ſometimes heard, but never regarded their remonſtran- 
ces, and at laſt reſolved even to hear no more. In this mind 
T got what money I could from them, and came to London. 

I now imagined my ſelf happy, in being delivered from the 
irkſome reproofs of thoſe, who I thought were too officiouſly | 
ſollicitous for my welfare. But it was not long before 1 found 
my miſtake ; for, by living idly, and humouring a vicious diſ- 
_ poſition, I was brought to ſo low a degree of poverty, that 1 
wanted bread. In this miſerable flate, not knowing what to 
do for a maintenance, I took a ramble one afternoon to Hyde- 
Park, and, there accidentally met with my old acquaintance 
John Murphey, whoſe circumſtances were little b tter than 
my own. We had not walked far together, before we were 
overtaken by Neal O'Brian, who was dreſſed in a liv ery. Af- 
ter the common ſalutations, he invited us to drink at a ſutler's 
tent in the camp. We gladly accepted the offer, and went 
with him; we ſtayed there two or three hours, and drank 
very heartily, and then he called for the reckoning and diſ- 
charged it; ſhewing us at the ſame time a pretty deal of mo- 
ney. As ſoon as we came out of the tent, he ſaid, You 
ſee, my bloods, how I live: I never want money, and if 
you have but hearts, and dare walk with me towards e 
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_ Fead to-night, I will ſhew you how eaſy it is to get it.“ Nei- 
a ther, I nor Murphey wanted many arguments to bring us to a 
E compliance; for our corrupted morals, attended with pover- 
ty, had but too well prepared us to fall in with any propoſal ; . 
12 ſo that we ſoon agreed. Between Pancras and Hampſtead, 
we met Mr, Dennit, and robbed him of his coat and waiſt- 
I. coat, a parcel of hair, two ſhirts, and 14d. O' Brian would 
th have cut his throat to prevent a diſcovery, but neither I nor 
S, Murphey would conſent to it. This was a poor booty, and 
= far ſhort of what O'Brian had given us expectation of; but I 
d, muſt loſe my life for it, though nat undeſervedly. Us 
d, To this account let us add, in the Ordinary's own words, . 
ng e that Jackſon appeared extremely grieved, and very peni- 
tent, for the many offences of his life, and expreſt a ſenſible ; 
Z Þ concern for the diſgrace his death would bring upon his fami- 
ng 1y, and for the affliction it was to his good and religious friends; 
7 2dding, that a letter ſent to him from his brother when he, 
ut left London, having found the endeavours to fave him were in 
lat vain, and which letter he read to me, had more cut his heart, if 
ke poſſible, than a thouſand deaths. „F 
th He aſſured me, that as I directed him, he ſpent all his 
time below in prayer to God, and in reading to the other ma- 
ny lefactors. That he made uſe of certain written forms, proper 
in- for men in his condition; and frequently called upon the reſt, 
nd to join with him in thoſe prayers. He earneſtly deſire d to re- 
. ceive the holy ſacrament, which he did with much devotion, 
the and ſeemed perfectly reſigned to leave this world, and deſirous 
fly to enter intoa far better.” N „ 3 
nd He was hanged at Tyburn, on Wedneſday, July 18, 1722. 
ne | ho 1 
'Y | 
to | £4 | Tre ts 1 
de- THOMAS BUT LOGE, for Ferony, July 1722. 
nce T_ NP | „„ a 
nan 93 HOM A.S BUT LOGE, alias Butlock, alias Fut- 
ere lock, alias Butline, alias Futloine, was indicted for ſteal- 
Al- ing 71 guinzas, 4 louisdores, 9 livres, a pair of bracelets, a 
er's parcel of lace and other goods; the goods and money of Claude 
ent Langlie, in the houſe of James Dunn, May 20, 1722 
ank Claude Langlie. The priſoner was my ſervant, the money 
diſ- was in my ſcrutore, I locked it up between 10 and 12 on 
mo· Sunday morning, May 720, and went to church. While I 
Lou was there, a thought ſuddenly&ame in my head, that my 
] it man had robbed me. I went home, intending to ſearch my 
mp- ſcrutore; but before I opened it, the priſoner faid, ** Sir, 
cas | "T2 have 
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have you loſt any thing ?” I anſwered, yes a guinea. ** Then, 
Sir, (ſays he,) you need not give yourſelf any farther trouble, 
for here it is, I found it by the ſide of the ſcrutore. I took 
It, and gave him 28. for his pains, and made no further en- 
quiry. I went that afternoon to Chelſea, and when I return- 
ed my man was not at home; then I reſolved to ſearch tho- 
roughly. And opening my ſcrutore, I ſoon miſſed my mo- 
ney and goods, Mr. D*Arcy, who came over with me from 
France, had procured warrants for riding poſt ; he bad deli- 
vered theſe to the prifoner, to hire horſes for him. The pri- 
ſoner kept them four days, and then hired poſt horſes for him- 
ſelf, and was going for Ireland, as I found upon enquiry. | 
made intereſt with my lord Gage, and by his care the priſoner 
was ſtopt at Cheſter, with moſt of the money and goods upon 


Priſoner. My maſter ſent me with the goods and money, 
to deliver them to Mr, Darcy; and, he being gone, I rid af- 
ter him. De, 1 

Mr. Larglie. There is no truth in that. 35 

Mr. Lumlie. J have the care of the poſt- office at Cheſter, 
On the 22d of May, a ſervant of my lord Gage came ex- 
preſs, to ſtop ſuch a perſon. The priſoner not putting up at 
the poſt-· office, but at another houſe, nor ſending notice to 


| the office, as is uſual, I ſuſgected he was the perſon; and, cn 


making enqui y, heard he was at the Golden-Key, at Cheſ- 
ter. [ offered the landlady of that houſe three guineas to tell 
me where he was; but, while I was talking with her, I was 
told, that he had eſcaped at the back door : I purſued, and 
took him, and found upon him this purſe, with 64 guineas, 4 
touiſd*ors, and ꝙ livres. And he had left a great coat, a pair 
of piſtols, a pair of bracelets, a pair of ſtockings, and ſome 
lae--at the inn. | Ye x 
The jury found him guilty, . Death. 


After ſentence be gave the following account of bimſelf. 


— 


I am now upwards of twenty-three years of age. I woes 


barn in Ireland, about thirty miles eaſt from Dublin. My 
parents gave me a pretty good education, though they were 
but in mean circumſtances. They had formerly lived in 
Cheſhire, but left that county to accompany a gentleman 
(cn whom they had ſome dependance) to Ireland. I was pit 
apprentice to a vintner in Dublin, my morals were quick!y 
vitiated by the lewd paſſages I frequently ſaw in my maſter 5 
houſe, My matter alway s uſcd me kindly, ard ] bad a pou 
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reſpect for him; ſo that when, for fear of his creditors he ab- 
#-1nJed, and concealed himſelf in Cheſter, I went over ſeve- 
ral times to carry him ſmall ſupplies of mon y, and inform 
kim of the ſtate of his affairs at home, But growing weary 


of ſuch an uncertain I'velheo?, 1 left his ſervice, and tried 


ſeveral projects to maintain myſelf in F ngland ; but none of 
them proving fucceſsful, I returned once more to my native 
country, where i had not been long, before | had the fortune 
to marry the daughter of a wealthy ſhopkeeper. This put me 


into pretty good circumſtances; and I might have lived hap- 


pily enough, if I could but have applied myſelf to trade, 
and been contented with a moderate ſtation of life; but I 
was impatient to make a gay figure in the world, and that 
haſtened my deſtruction. | | | 

I received a letter from a gentleman, a relation of mine in 
England, inviting me hither, and giving- me expectation of 


2 2 5 . . - . . 1 1 . 
providing me a place, in which I might live gentecily. This 


being ſo agreeable to my wiſhes, I never heſitated ; but leav- 


ing my father-in-law to manage his own buſineſs, and take 


care of my wife, I took ſhipping, and crofſed over, not 
doubting but ſoon to advance my fortune, by the intereſt my 
relation could make for me. | 


I . 


Soon after my arrival, I took 


- 


lodgings in the houſe where 


Mr. Langlie lived. As I lived. too expenſively, the little 


money J had brought with me was ſoon gone, and the place 1 
depended on not being yet vacant, I had no other way to 
maintain myſelf in che interim, than by entering into Mr. 
Langlie's ſervice. | | | | 
cannot pretend that neceſſity prompted me to rob this 
gentleman ;. for J was not in want, nor did I think of doing 
it, till half an hour before it was done. But, being left in 
my maſter's room, when he and the reſt of the family were 


at church, I ſat looking at the *ſcrutore, and, knowing there 


was a conſiderable ſum of money in it, a ſudden thought 


came into my head, how eaſy it was for me to be maſter of it 


all; and what a figure I might make with it. I conſidered 
too, that I ſhould run but a ſmall hazard; for if I was taken 
immediately, my maſter being a foreigner, and ſpeaking very 
bad Engliſh, Ifancied he could not be underſtood plain enough 


to convict me; but, as I knew he was to return to France 


in a few days, I made no doubt but I could keep out of 
the way for ſo ſhort a time; and then I concluded I ſhould 
eicape from all danger, and might publickly live upon the 
tpoil, Deceived by theſe flattering appearances, I broke open 
the drawers, took out the money, and other valuable things, 
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118 CASEY and HUGHES, for Rozzeny. 
got ſafe out of town, and rid poſt to Cheſter, a place where 
I was well known, and where, for that reaſon, my vanity 
made me fond of appearing with ſo much money. 

While he lay under fentence, he behaved decently ; ap- 
peared eaſy and compoſed ; declared, that he neither expected 
nor defired to live; and, that he wondered at thoſe he at- 
tempted to eſcape juſtice at the expence of blood. 

He was exscuted at Tyburn, on Wedneſday, July 18, 
3722. | 


— 


Jon CASEY Ne ARTHUR HUGHES, 


for a ROBBERY) | September 1722. 


OHN CASEY, and Arthur Hughes, were indicted, for 


that they, with John Levee, alias Junks, (not then taken) 


did aſſault Michael Honeybourn in an open place, near the 


highway, put him in fear, and take from bim a ſilver watch, 
value 40s. April 24, 1722. 
Michael Honeybeurn. Being in Mr. Maſon's fkittle ground, 


at Pimlico, I was knocked down the cellar, and my fellow 
fervant helped me up. A mob got about me, and ſome of | 


them punched me, and ſo 1 loſt my watch. 
John Carrol. The priſoner, Hughes, was committed tq 


Tothill-fields Bridewell, for cutting off a woman's pocket; 


and being ſent for, to go before juſtice Blackerby, he confeſt 


10 me, that Junks had ſold or pawned the watch for 20s. had 


given him and Caſey 58. a- piece, and kept the remaining 
10s. 


Robert Kirk, Conſtable. I took up Caſey, in Covent. 


Garden, for robbing Mr. Wright, and carried him before 
juſtice Vaughan, where, in hopes of being made an evidence, 
he confeſt this robbery, and where the watch was pawned for 
20s. We found it there accordingly, and here it is. 

Edward Lewis Jones. I met the three rogues the night of 
the robbery. Caſey being poor, and but juſt come out of 
Tothill- fields, Bridewell, 71 took them to an alehouſe, and 
gave them a pot of beer. Caſey there aſked me if I would 


buy a watch, and Junks pulled the watch out of his pocket, | 
and offered it me for 30s. I looked on it, but not having 


money enough, I gave it to Hughes; and the next day I heard 
it was pawned for 20s. to Maſon, who kept the alehouſe. 

Caſey. it is hard I ſhould be tried for this, after I had made 
my ſelt an evidence. 


Hug Hes. 


2 
32 
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Hug bes. J was at Kenſington from eight i in the morning till 
ſix in the evening, and then { came to Maſon's ſkittle-ground, 
where the proſecutor quarreled with one who played with him at 


 ſkittles. and fo they fell to fighting, and he tumbled down 
the cellar. Hefter this I met with Caſey, who owed me a2 


crown, and he ſaid, if I would go with him he would pay me 
atrd ſo he pawned this watch—I do not know how he came by 
it and paid me the five ſhillings. 

The jury found them both guilty. Death. 


Wy Fobnu Caſey gave but a ſhort account of himſelf. He ſaid 


he was about eighteen years old, was born in London, and 


put apprentice 130 miles from thence ; but quarrelling with 
his maſter, they were both willing to part. His father then 


made a ſoldier of him, as his brother Will had been before. 
But proving a diſobedient, and graceleſs youth, in keeping 


' Jooſe company, and lying out a nights, he ſaid his father 


raſhly ſwore upon the Holy Bible, that if ever he ſtaid out 
after ten at night again, he would never ſee. him more. 


However, he fo little regarded this threatning, that inſtead | 


of reforming, he grew worſe : ; and having a eoterable capacity 


for roguery, reſolved to take up the buſineſs his brother was 


hanged for. This he began about half a year ago, and was 


ſo very diligent in his new calling, that he got money apace, 


and might have made creat improvements, if | his ſworn enemy, 


the law, had been a lictle leſs troubleſome, and ſuffered him to 


have proceeded without interruption. 


He ſaid, that when he attended his brother in the cart to 
Tyburn, he little imagined he ſhould be ſo ſoon carried the 


ſame way on his own account : but his father told him, for 
his com'ort, that it was for his good; for if he had lived longer, 
he might have lived worſe, and died a greater rogue. 


He was executed at Ty burn, on Monday September 205 


1722. 


The Ordinary gives no farther account of Archui Hughes, 


than that he ſaid, he carried the ſhort ſtick in his llecte on 
purpoſe to ſtun thoſe that he robbed, it ſerving his turn better 


than a piſtol, becauſe it made no noiſe. That the three men 
who ſat on the bench with him, were not apprized before- 
band, of his having a deſign to rob any body: and that when 
he and Jack Caſey robbed Honeybourn, i in Mr. Maſon's yard, 
they did not puſh him down the cellar; but there being a 2 


great croud of people, he fell down. 


*2. 
*z 


"Os Fo 2 x <a. 
N ay Prong 
3 re ve 
+ Ag -4* e * "EI 
N 


n 
r 


— 


- Sf; g - — 2 = — * ? 
n n; — 8 UOTE A.» E nn; 
2 — * * LR BER pe r 3 een > 
1 . 2 =- ke —— cs - Rav: - 2 5 — _—— 
ER 1 7 . 


7 y 
a. metre” 1 
8 —— 


=; 
= : 
n eee n 8 78 8 
2 — ar on IE TER A ard by * 


ODEs 
CRIES EIT 


>. * ** 
AP. >. 
* * 


1 
13 
* 
att 
4Z 
ii 
Ks: 
171 
14 
4 
1.288 
421 
e 
4 
L th 
* 7 
7 14 "# — 
1 
1 
＋ 
e 
Nr 
11 
4 12 
5 F 
© KB 4 
iN 
45 
3 & 
4 
id 
o 
94 
A 
0 | Is 
© 
N 25 1 
1 
$4 1 
\ ox 1 
BB L$ 
{ x 
TT 
133 
1 
4 — 
T% 28 
* 4 
IT. 
/ 5, 
= 
ir 
3 
£ 
#6 » 
. 
1 
4 Ex 
q > 
q 
. * 
ox 
** 
= 
1 
4 
= 
4 I 
b 
5 
1 2 
6g 
* 
ol 
4 
7 
* 
3 
4 
45 
2 
2 
13 
S - 
b 
Ws 
S 7 
L ©. 
oy 4 * 
bx 42 
; 2 
5 
1 
111 
£1 
1 
4 
4 5 
3 
1 
F 
. 
* 
T7 
** 
5 
1 N 
#4 
4 
% Lo 
ES 
1 
FEE 


; 2 — 
— * 


a” 


6 " 

Rr 
KK. © I” 
PAR SS 0 
— {PT 


k 
% r 
Pr 
2 by nn age, 
q W . 
ae 


N 
N 


. Teo 
IO 


9 ET I > : err. 0 * , - —— : — 
' I . — ST RE CEOs — «, TN 1 ** —— 
KKK... ͤ⅛ñͤ½ 2 · en — +646 r — ns. -26 _ Sx 7 mo , : * 0 l > — 
4 — — —— Tx” 5 IT HET Eur weS _- bs . — N r 4 f . A 
— * — - > * — - — tag Er oct — rg A —— XX S TI nINIO=TS 
g * * —.— — — — — — 2 a —_ 


— — by 2 
===: 
2 Aa rnd eng 


120 MATTHIAS BRINSDEN, for Mok pk. 


Hughes was executed at Ty burn, on Monday September 
24, 1722. 


5 0 4. < 
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MATTHIAS BRINSDEN, for Mon>en, Scp- 


tember, 1722 


MATTHIAS BRINSDEN, of St. Ann, Black. Phan, 


was indicted for the murder” of Hannah, his wife, by 
giving her with a knife, one mortal wound onder the left 
pap, of the length of one inch, and the depth of {fx 
inches, July 16, oe of which mortal wound ſhe inſtantly 
died. 
He was a ſecond time indicted on the coroner 's inquiſition 
for the faid murder. 


* tanab Brinſden, the priſoner's daughter. Ahout nine at 


night, as my mother was fitting on the bed, and ſuckling the 
child, ſhe aſked my father, what ſhe ſhould have for ſupper ? 

He anſwered bread and cheeſe. Can't you eat that as well as 
the children? No, ſays my mother, I want a bit of meat, 
But, ſays he, I bave no money to buy you any. You know, 


fays ſhe, I have had but little to-day. Damn ye, for a bitch, 


fays he, 1 will ſtick ye, the next word ye ſpeak, And my 


mother aſking again for ſome meat, he puſhed her back on 


the bed with his left-hand, and tabbed her under the breaſt 
with a knife that he had in his right-hand. "The blood ran 
a-pace from the wound, 1 ſnatched the child from her breaſt, 
and my elder ſiſter, Betty, cried, Oh! Lord! father, you have 
killed my mother. Damn ye, fays he, hold your tongues, 
ye bitches, or J will ftick you too. Then putting the bloody 
knife into his mouth, he ſent me for ſome ſugar and hafilicon, 


which he applied to the wound, and ſo went aways and lle 


died in about half an hour 9 


Priſoner. My apprentice, Henry Wright, has ſubverted | 


her to. ſay all this. 


James Melcb, conſtable. I was called out of bed, and 
told of this murder. I went to the prifoner's houſe, and 


ſaw the deceaſed lying dead on the floor. Here is her gown 
all bloody, and here is the bloody knife, which was in the 
ſame room. The priſoner was gone 3 but by means of a 
letter ſent to Mrs. Horn, we found bim in bed at a barber's, 

at Shadwell-dock, and carried him before Sir Francis Forbes. 


There be confeſſed, that coming home in the evening, he 


found two or three drinking with his wiſe ; that they left her 
at 
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at nine o'clock; and words then ariſi 23 det wixt him and her 
about ſomething for ſupper, fhe ſtrove to go out, and he en- 
deavoured to Finden her; and in ſtruggling ſhe fell upon a 
knife which he had in his hand. 


had a large wound under the left ſide of her breaſt. J paſſed 
my finger through the ribs, and found it mortal. I perceived 
no motion or pulſe, and th: died in a minute after. I believe 


the wound was fix inches deep. 


Priſoner. That could never be, for the knife is not ſix 


inches long. 


Mrs. Hirn. Some time ago, the priſoner burnt his wif 's. 


arm with a hot iron; and the Monday before her death, 
he cut her in the head with a pair of ſciſſars. The day 
after he had killed her, he ſent me a letter, incloſing 
another to his eldeft daughter. Here they are both. He 
commonly uſed to cal me his count, and he calls me ſo in this 


letter. 


% For Mrs. Horn, at Mr. g 3, a ſawyer, in Bride- 
well precinct. | 


« My Count, Wn To July 17, n 


*.1 DESIRE to ſee you, with Betty, to-morrow morning; 
for I can entruſt none but you and Betty where I am. 
„ have ſent her a letter incloſed in yours, but no direction 
„ where but to vou. You may hear of me at Mr. King's, 
«© a barber, at Shadwell-Dock. As ſoon-as you receive this 
© ſend the letter to her pray; and ſhe and you come t gether 


5 by water.“ 
The e incloſed letter is directed 
60 For Eliz. King. 


l | July 17, 1722, 
0 TAEE the blue coat from Norris's, and borrow ſix 


and bring the reſt to me to-morrow morning; for I han't 
| © bread to eat, and Jene long to ſee you. Mrs. Horn will 
tell you where I am. Bring my hat with you, and a clean 
” ſhirt. Come down by water. Mind -_ dodges 
* 


+ Q | Mary 


ſurgeon, I was ſent for to the deceaſed. She © 


ſhillings on it at Saliſbury-Court, and pay Norris, 
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122 MATTHIAS BRINSDEN, for Munprn. 
Mary right, the deceaſed's mother. I have expected 


theſe twelve years that the priſoner would be the death of his 
wife ſome time or other ; for he was frequently beating and 
abuſing her. One time he burnt her arms with a red hot 
poker; and a week before her death, he ſtabbed her in the 
Kull with a pair of ſciſſars, ſo that ſhe was all over blood; 


and thinking he had killed her, he ran away, and ſtaid till he 
heard ſhe was likely to get over it, and then he came home 
again. 5 


Mrs. Ga/ely. He often beat and abuſed her; and one time 
he turned her out of doors, with nothing on but her ſhoes 


and her ſhift. 5 | 
Mrs. Goodwin. His eldeſt daughter Betty came, and ſaid 


to me, my father has murdered my mother. And why did 
you not call me? ſays I. Why, ſays ſhe, when he had done it, 


bed put the bloody knife in his mouth, and ſwore at me, and 


my ſiſter, G- d d—n us, he would ſtick us both if we did 


not hold our tongues—but at leſt I got the knife from him, 
and threw it behind the bed. This daughter of his is ſent 


out of the way, that ſhe might not appear againſt him. 
Priſoner. About feven at night I came home, and found 


Mrs. Chapman, and another woman with my wife. They 


- were very merry; and while they ſtaid, I ſent for a half-peck 


loaf, a pound of cheefe, and ſome onions. They went 
away about nine, and then my wife ſaid, what ! muſt I have 
no viduals -but bread and cheeſe for ſupper, es well as for 


| breikfaft and dinner? Why, my girl, ſays I, cannot you eat 


the ſame as I and the children eat? No, ſays ſhe, I want a 
bit of meat, for I have had none to-day. Child, ſays I, be 


ſatisſied to-night, and we will have ſome meat to-morrew. 


No, ſays ſhe, I will not ſtay till to-morrow, I will have ſome 
now; and if I cannot have it at home, I will go out and get 
it. Being willing to avoid a noiſe, I cut off a heel of the 
loaf, and a piece of cheeſe, and put them in my pocket, in- 
tending to go to the ale-houſe, that Þ might eat my ſupper in 
peace. Then I was going to cut ſome for the children; but 
my wife being half-ſpeed, and wanting to go to her com- 


panions at the gin-ſhop, ſhe endeavoured to flip behind me; 


which I obſerving, I turned about with the knife in my hand, 
in order to prevent her; and ſhe in ſtruggling to get out, thruſt 


herſelf againſt it, before I was aware. 


The jury found him guilty. Death, 
3 He 
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He was hanged at I yburn, on Monday September 24, 


5 1722. : | EEE 
The Caſe of MaTTH1as BRINSDEN, by R. Mawſon, 
10 | | 
he | At the aſſizes at Oxford, one Spicer Bromley was con- 
0; victed for the murder of his father; at Lincoln, a woman for 
he the murder of her huſband ; and a girl for the murder of her 
* grand- mother; at London, Ann Morris, for the murder of her 
| baſtard-child ; and this Mr. Brinſden, for the murder of his 

o_ wife. | | 3 
es REES, | | | | | 
Ss Mr. Brinſden was about forty-five years of age, brought 
ard up by his father, who was a cloth-drawer in Holborn, to his 
lid own buſineſs. He was covenanted firſt to Mr. Beech, a 
its cloth-drawer in Ireland-Yard, in Black-Fryars; and after- 
id wards to Mr. Byfield, who ſucceeded Mr. Beech in the ſame 
lid employment. Byfield died about twenty-five years ago, and 
OY left the whole buſineſs to young Brinſden, who ſoon after 
nt | married the deceaſed's widow, who was a reputable, ſo- 
5 ber woman, and every way qualified to make a tradeſman 
nd a good wife. She had been ſome time ſervant in the ſame 
we pariſh to a taylor, for whom Mr. Brinfden did a great deal of 
8 work. | „ pu 5 
* At the time of her marriage, her mother, who was a wa- 
195 | terman's widow, having other children, prevailed with Mr. 
for \ Brinſden to take one of them apprentice: his name was 
2 Henry Wright. 7 re | 
2 E Brinſden being ſettled in the world, he had for ſome time 
be © buſineſs enough for himſelf, his wife, and an apprentice or. \ 
483 two; and as his children grew up, he taught two of his 
me daughters his buſineſs: but being ſeized with a violent fever, 
get which brought ſuch a diſtraction upon him, that he was 
the forced to be tied in his bed for ſeveral months, he was reduced 
In- to very low circumſtances in the world; for his family was ſo 
in large, and himſelf ſo long before he recovered ſtrength ſuf- 
but ficient to manage his buſineſs, that even when he could do it, 
m- the debts contracted in his ſickneſs, would not ſuffer him for a 
ne; conſiderable time to ſhew his head: and beſides, other people 
nd, had diſplaced him of a conſiderable part of his buſineſs, which 
uſt chiefly lay among merchants and taylors ; the former by rea- 

ſon of his poverty, not caring to truſt him with ſuch quan- 

tities of cloth as uſual; and the latter by knowing his neceſſity, 

brought him down to ſuch low prices, that he never after re- 
covered himſelf, - | 

e ; 


Q 2 i The 


\ 
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The merchants not bringing their buſineſs to his houſes 


for the reaſon above, he would go to work at their ware- 
houſes, or- other places where they pleaſed to appoint. But 
here was the difference between working at home, and go- 
ing abroad. At home they were not judges of the time it 
took him up; but when they came to have it done at their 
own houſes, they brought him to ſo much a day, and fo paid 


him as a journeyman. This buſineſs abroad held but for ſome 


months in the year; and what he had at home being but 
triffing, he was often out of work, and ſo fell into ſuch com- 
pany that he ſeldom brought much to his wife; and ſome— 
times would force from her a great part of. what ſhe got 
for jobs in his abſence, in order to ſupport his own expences, 


_ notwithſtanding her entreaties, and the neceflities of his fa- 


mily. | | 

| f had but little knowledge of him after I left his neigh- 

bourhcod, till about a year ago, when he came to me, and 
deſired I would put him in a way to contradict a report ſpread 
by ſome of the news-papers, that his eldeſt daughter was 
with child by him. I gave him directions, by which he had it 
contradicted accordingly. And a taylor's wife, who had oc- 
caſioned it, begged his pardon in moſt of the houſes of call 
for taylors in Black-Fryars, as a part of his livelihood de- 
pended upon that buſineſs. The report being pretty well, 
though not entirely ſilenced, I afterwards informed him of a 
neighbour of his, who told me, ſhe had ſeen an indecent fa- 


miliarity between him and his daughter : but though, had he 
ſued her for the ſcandal, I could have poſitively ſworn it; yet 


| the denied it with all the impudence imaginable ; from whence 
J had the charity to believe him innocent; and it is very pro- 
bable that the whole ſtory was raiſed by that woman's telling 
the ſame to others as to me. However, upon this occaſion 
he ſent for his daughter home, that it might not be ſaid, ſhe 
was gone abroad to lye- in, though he had hands eno gh to do 


His own buſineſs, .and ſhe had juſt agreed with another cloth- 


drawer for eight pounds a year, and her diet. | 
' 'The murder of his wife revived the ſtory of him and his 
daughter; and as ſtories ſeldom loſe by carrying, by the time 
he came to his trial, it was reported he had had two or three 
children by her, and that ſhe was then pregnant with another, 
for which it was ſaid, ſhe ought to be torn to pieces ; and all 
from the heedleſs tattling of a drunken woman, who has 
ſince confeſſed that ſhe never ſaw any thing between the ta- 


ther and daughter that might give the leaſt occaſion for what 


ſhe had reported, 
"2 i A ſey 


J 
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A few months before the murder, this daughter, {who : 


being a daughter of a treeman, had a right to work in the 


city) loſt her privilege, by marrying a man who was not a 


freeman, and who, it is reported, has another wife, and 
children; or at leaſt a woman and. two or three children, 
who lay claim to him. And this privilege ſhe cannot re- 
cove, except ſhe who pretends a prior marriage can, and 
will prove it, in order to prove the ſecond marriage unlaw> 
ful. | | | | 


Another help to reviving this report of their inceſt was, 


that a clergyman, the reader of the - pariſh, had ſaid in 
public, that he knew a man who could prove the daughter 
had been delivered of a child that ſhe had by her father. 
Had this been true, I cannot comprehend what occaſion they 
had to bring a man into the ſecret. But ſuppoſe her caſe 
might require the help of a man midwife, here muſt probably 
be a murder concealed, and the perſon thus let into the ſecret, 
muſt be one of a very ſlender reputation, for not divulging 
it ſooner. | | | | 
This ſtory occafioned my waiting upon that clergyman, 
who not only aflured me that it was very falſe, but viſited 
Mr. Brinſden laſt Friday morning, and afterwards expreſſed 


himſelf in favour of the criminal to this purpoſe, that he was 


very ſorry the world ſhould raiſe ſuch a malicious report of 
him, and that he left him a true penitent. This was ſome time 
after the daughter, (who was the evidence againſt him at his 
trial) had earneſtly defired to ſee him, to aſk his pardon for what 

ſhe had ſworn againſt him; and to deſire him to be reconciled 
to her before he died; but attempting that reconciliation in 
the chapel, he refuſed it then, but was brought into better 
temyer next day. This reverend gentleman, and another viſited 
him afterwa ds; becauſe the Ordinary preſſed him ſo much to 
own the inceſt with his daughter, that as the priſoner and 


others his fellow ſufferers expreſſed it, the chaplain urged the 


confeſſion of fins they were never guilty of, to ſuch a degree, 


as put them out. of temper, and hindered them from that 


great work which they had but ſo ſmall a time to perform. 
As for Mr, Prinſden, of the ten weeks from the time of his 
commi:ment to that of his execution, he was ill of the prifon 
diſtemper above ſeven weeks at times, to a degree that often 
deprived him of his ſenſes, ; 
When he lay under ſentence, his children petitioned the 
princeſs, that ſhe would graciouſly be pleaſed to intercede for 
mercy for him; for that he had formerly been tied down in 
bis bed nine months toggther ; and that the murder was =- 
h tner 
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126 ROBERT WILKINSON, Oc. for Munpen. 


ther the effect of madneſs than any deſign. However, it is 


ſuppoſed, that this Jatter part of it might be intended only to 
make his caſe look the better; but as it happened to have no 
effect, I ſhall ſay no more of it. 


In his way to Tyburn, the daughter who had been evi- | | 


dence againſt him, was put up to him in the cart at Holborn- 
Bridge, to take her Jaſt farewel; where, after kiſhng her 
ſeveral times, he repeated, that he forgave her. and ail the 
world. | re | | ; 

At the place of exccution he delivered a Thomas a Kempis 
to a friend, and behaved himſelf the moſt ſedately of all the 


priſoners. | 


—_— . e b — 


ROBERT WILKINSON and JAMES LINCOLN, ſor 
Murder; and with RICHARD OAK EV, and TH O- 


MAS MILKSOP, for Robberies, September, 1722. 


ROBERT WILKINSON, and James Lincoln, alias 
Jones, alias Williams, of St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, 
were indicted for aſſaulting Fleetwood Clark on the high-way, 
putting him in fear, and taking from him a ſword, value 15s. 
and 108. in money, June 4, 1722. | | | 
They were a ſecond time indicted, for that they, with 
Daniel Carrel, not then taken, did murder Peter Martin; 
Wilkinſon by giving him with a ſword one mortal wound in 
the back, under the left ſhoulder, of the length of one inch, 


and depth of nine inches, on the 4th of June, of which mor- | 
tal wound he inſtantly died; and ty Lincoln being preſent at 
the ſame time, aiding, abetting, and maintaining the ſaid 


Wilkinſon in committing the ſaid murder. - 
Firſt Indiftment, 
The Milnęſſes were examined a-part. 


- Fleetword Clark. Between ten and eleven at night, as [ 


was paſſing in a chair from the Bedford-Head-Tavern in 


Covent-Garden, to Conduit-ftreet, the chair was ſtopped in 


a court by four or five men; one of them coming to the left 


ide of the chair, daſhed a piſtol through the glaſs, by which 


n ea is I received a wound in my thigh, and then robbed me 


of 


wn 0 of © Mm — oy 
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of my fwveil and ten ſhillings. A woman looking out of a 
window ſaid, pray, gentlemen, what is the matter ? Upon 
which one anſwered, G—d d——n ye for a bitch, what is 


that to you; and immediately fired a piſtol at her, and nar- 


rowly miſſed her. 

William Lock, Valentine Carrick, (who has finee been 
executed by the name of James Carrick) and Daniel Car- 
rol brought me acquainted with the priſoners. On Mon- 
day the fourth of June laſt, about ten at night, we all went 
out together upon ſtreet- robberies; and ſeeing this chair, 


| ſays Carrick, let us follow it, which we did, "and ſtopped 


it in a court near Golden-Square. Ii ſtaid at the lower 
end of the court to watch; Lincoln went to the upper end 
for the ſame purpoſe ; Wilkinſon ſtood with a piſtol over one 


chairman, and Carrol over the other, and. Carrick robbed. 


the gentleman, A woman at the fame time looking out 
at a window, and aſking, what was the matter? Wilkinſon 
d 'd her for a bitch, and fired his piſtol at her; the 
bullets broke the glaſs, and juſt mifled the woman. It was a 
rainy night. | | 
Milliam Hedges, chairman. Between King: ſtreet and 
Swallow ſtreet, the chair was attacked by four men; there 


might be more, but 1 ſaw no more. One of them held a 


piſtol to me, and ſaid, ſtand ! if ye offer to tir, I will ſhoot 
ye through the head this minute, 


Court. Look at the priſoners. Did you ſee either of 


them there ? 

Hedges, Yes, that js the man that ſtood over me e with the 
piſtol pointing to Wilkinſon. 1 

Court, Are ye ſure of it? | 

Hedres, Yes. I went to ſee him in Newgate, and picked 
him out directly from among fourteen or fifteen. 

Wailwright, the other chairman, Aye, that is he, I 
went with Hedges to Newgate, and we both fixed upon the 


ſame man, though we were not together when we ſaw him 


there firſt, but were called up ſingly. 


Court. Had you any light to ſee him by when the chair 
was robbed ? | 


Failwright, Ves. I ſaw bin plainly by the light 
of my lanthorn, and I have reaſon 0 remember him, 
for he gave me a plaguy knock on the pate with his 
piſtol, 


The 
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128 ROBERT WILKINSON, C.., for Muzpzs. 
The Priſoner's | Defence. 
WW: Ik inſon. When the chairmen were in Newgate, they 


were not poſitive that I was the man; but only ſaid, they be- 


lieved it, and I can _ [ was at another place when the 


robbery was committed. 
. William Hide, waterman. I was arreſted on the 4th of 
June laſt. 

Court. Where do you live! 7 

William Hide. At the Green-Dragon, in St. bs Overy ; 
church- yard. And while | wes in the bailiff's hands, my good; 
were carried off. I aſked my wif: who helped her to 
move them? and ſhe ſaid, Bob Wilkinſon, and Dick Beach, 


Having made up the matter with the bailiff, I went to the 


Dragon about 12 o'ciock that night, and found them doth 
there. 

Court, Were you be with Wilkinfon ? 

Filliam Hide. J had drank with him before. 

Mary Hide. I went to Mrs, Welk's, at the Green- Dn. 
gon, in Foul lane, and aſked her, if ſhe knew any body that 
would help me to move my goods to her houſe. She told me 


of Wilkinſon and Peach, WI ilkinſon lodged in the houſe, and 


he and Beach were then both drinking there. So I ſpoke to 
them, and they ſaid, they would lend me a hand with all 
their hearts, whereof I Gefired them-to come as ſoon as it was 


A 
Court. Your huſband 8 it was the Dragon, in St. Mary 


Overy's church- yard. 

Mary Hide. The Green Dragon ale-houſe is in a paſſage 
(called Green-Dragon court) that goes from Foul- lane, to 
St. Mary Overy's church-y2rd. 0 

Ccurt, Where did you live before you moved to the Dra- 

on? | 

y A ry Hide. In St. Thomas's church-yard. 
Court. Why did you order them to come when it was 

dark? 
M ry Hide. We owed balf a year's rent, and I was afraid, 
if ſome of the neigbbours ſhould ſec us move, they might tell 
my landlord, and he might ſtopt us, and ſeize for what was 
due to him. So, when Wilkinſon and Beach came, they 
carried ſome of my goods, and I went with them, and then 
I left them to carry the reit, and went to my huſband, who 
was at the bailiff 's houſe, the ſign of the Monument, in 
Tooly (St Olave's) ſtreet. 

Court. Is the officer here? | 


* 
] 
7 
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Mary Hide. No, he has attended three days, but now he 
is abſent. He took my huſband's note, and ſo my huſband 


they and I went to the Dragon, where we found Wilkinſon and 
be- Beach a drinking about 12 o'clock. | 
| the Court. What day of the week was this ? 


Mary Hide. It was Monday night, and I remember it 
th of rained, 
Richard Peach. I went to drink at Wells's, about ſeven in 
the evening, and there I ſaw Wilkinſon. 


ery's BE Court. Were you acquainted with him? 

»»0ds WE Beach. I had {een him there before I have known him 
er to about a month. We ſupped together upon part of a neck of 
each, | mutton; and then Mrs. Hide" came in, and deſired Mrs. 
o the WF Wells to get ſomebody to help her to move; and Mrs. Wells 
both ſßpoke to us; and Mrs. Hide prayed us to come as ſoon as it 


was dark, and ſo we did: but then, hearing her huſband was 
arreſted, ſhe went to him, and left us to take care of the 
. goods; and we moved them all to Mrs. Wells's hou'e by 11 
Dra- o' clock, and then we ſtaid to drink a dozen of beer, that is, 
y that twelve penny worth, and about 12 o'clock, Mr. Hide and his 
Id me wife came in. 


„ and Court. What day of the month ny week was it? 
ke to Beach. It was Monday night, the 4th of laſt June. 
th all Court, What weather was it ? 
it was Bench, kt was a rainy night. 
Court. And did you carry the goods in the rain? 
Mary Beach. It did not rain till after we had made a beginning; 


but then, as it was a caſe of neceſſity, we went through ſtitch 
aſſage with it. 


1e, to Tuber b. Three days before the 4th of June, Wil- 
| Kinfon was ſick; and not being quite recovered on that night 
Dra- he helped to move the goods, and, it raining hard, he got 


cold, and was ill for two or three days after. Mrs. Hide came 
to deſire my huſband to lend her a hand to move, and he pro- 


t was miſed her he would ; but other buſineſs calling him out, and 
there happening a quarrel that night, which brought him into 

afraid, WF alittle trouble, the got Wilkinion and Beach to do i it, and 

he tell our ale houfe boy helped them. They went to Mrs. Hide's 

at was houſe about ten at night; and when they had taken a turng or 

they two, ſhe left orders that they ſhould drink what they would, 

J then and went to her huſpand, who was arreſted. 

, Who Court. How do you remember it was the 4th of June, ra- 

nt, in ther than any other day? 


K. Wels, By a very good thing, t is not fit to be fake 
of now. 
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Court. What weather was it ? 

X. all. It rained hard ſoon after they hos” 
Court VWhat baſineſs does Wilkinſon follow? 
X. Valin. Thave heard he was a Holland trader. 


Moſer ¶MViebb, Butcher. On the gth of June, about ab 


night, I ſaw Wilkinſon at the Green-Dragon, and | remem- 
ber it, becauſe at was the ſame day Hide was arreſted. 


Hallium Lock again. While I was alleep in Newgate, my 


zaformation was picked out of my pocket, and carried to the 


woman mat keeps the tap-houſe there, and ſhe ſhewed it to 


the priſeners, that they might prepare for their defence. In 
that information 1 had ſet down ſeveral particulars of the rob- 
bery 3 as it was done on a Monday, the ach of June, betwe u 
ten and eleven at night. A cany aigt. 

Mr. Perry, the Turnkey. Lock complained in Nowgare, 


that his pocket was picked of his information, and there was 


a paper doubled up like a letter at the tap-houſe bar, with 

Val. Carrick, and ſomething elſe writ on the back - de; but 

I don't know what was within it; for 1 did uot fee it open. 
#01lkinfon, When I went to make myſelf an evidence, 1 


zave an information of other robberies ; and had I been guil- 


ty of this with Lock, it is reaſonable to think, * I Should 
have impeached him as well as others. 
Lincole. I haue been but nine months from ſee. 1 belons- 


ed to the Viſbich galley, capt. Staines; and I was at ga 
bridge when this robbery was committed. 


' Court. Can you prove that? 
| Lencaly, I could have proved it; but that 1 had m MOREY 


to fetch my witneſſes up. 


Willirſo. Lock had fix guineas E Edward Pollard's 


mother, £0. Iwear . me into this _— in order to clear her 
_ fon. 


Court. Have you any witaeſſes to prove that ? 


Wilkinſon, Ts" but he cannot prove that I kept Hum oom. 


. 
Lat. 1 hve often been * him at Panzer s, the Cher- 


Ty-tree, in Wild ſtreet, a houſe where Carrick, Molony, 


and ſeveral others uſed to reſort. But, after Mr. Young was 
robbed by Carrick and Malony, the conſtables going to ſearch 


chat houſe, they were very much abuſed by ſome of the com- 
. pany ; and, complaint being made, the houſe was broke up. 


Same were hanged, and the reft ran away; but I can prove 
my being in company with Lincoln. 
Ms. Redgate. I keep the Red- Gate, in . Se, 
= * es 8; 
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Giles's ; and Lock, Carriek and Lineoln, were: there toge- 
ther ten weeks ago, about nine at night. 
The Jury found boch the priſoners gvitty. Death. 


752 Second Indidtment. | 


| Eteard Parry The Jeceafed, Peter Marti, was 2 pen 

foner of Cbelſea-College. On the 4th of June laſt, between 
10 and-33 at night, I walked with him from Chelſea to 
the camp in Flyde-Park, where I left him, and he then bad 
hs ib (his gun) with him. 

Loch. After the other robbery, Þ went the fame night with 
the ſame company along Piccadiſly, to the corner of Hy 
Park. We ſaw the deceaſed coming upwith a fufee in his ha 
which at firſt, I thought had been a ſtick. Wilkinfon, Car- 


- Fol and Lincoln jumped over the ditch firſt, and Carrick and 


| followed: Then. Wilkin fon ſtopyed the deceafed, and feia- 
ed his gun. The deceaſed cried ont, thiev's k upon which, 
Lincoln puached him im the face with a. piftol, and knocked 
him down. A door being opened at a houfe juſt by, they 
ſent me to watch who:came out. When Þ returned, E fount 


the deceafed lolling between Carrick and Wilkinfon : as they | 


led him he rattled. in the throat, and he not going faſt enough, 
Witkinfon took a word, and faid, d n ye, go along, 

and thruſt it feveral times into his back. The deceaſed ſunk 
down; Lincoln riffed his pockets; but finding nothing but a 
key and a knife, he threw them away, and faid, ** d—n bim! 


he has got na money „and fo we went off... A hackney 


coach coming along we ſtopped it; but finding it was empty, 
we let it paſs. Preſently after we met another coach, with a 


gentleman (captain Langley) in it. Wilkinfon, having the 


gun he took from the penſioner, ſtept up firſt to the coach, 
and, preſenting. the gun, demanded the gentleman's money. 
The gentleman drew his fword to defend himſelf; upon 


which Wilkinfon offered to fire, but the gun would not go 


off, Carrol then ſtepped up, and fired a pifto? ; Carrick fired 
another, and Wilkinfon did the like; but they all miſſed 


the mark, The gentleman called eo the eoachman, and bid 


him drive on; and they fwore, they would ſhoot the coach- 
man if he offered to move. The noife atarming the centry, 
two ſoldiers came towards. us, which I obſerving, I fapt my 


hat, and crofled the road. The foldiers coming up firſt to 


me, and aſking what was the matter ? I anfwered, el believe 

there is fome rogues à robbing a centteman ; for God's fake 

9 and help . ** With that, they went towards the coach, 
-"M 4 | and 
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and one of them cocked his piece at Carrol, but it only flaſhes. 
G- d n ye, ſays Carrol to the 3 down with 
your pieces; and, as he ſpoke, he preſented his piſtol, but 
that only flaſhed, as well as the ſoldier's muſket. * At ſeeing 


this, Wilkinſon iept up, and ſtruck one of them on the 


head . with the pentioner” s gun, which broke with the blow; 
and more company coming op, the. coach got off, and our 
party retreated, Wilkinſon was for returning; G=—d 
d n them, (ſays he,) let us go back and Kill them all ;” 
but we would not agree to it. Then he threw away the 


broken gun at the end of Tyburn-lane, where it was after- 


wards found, and is now in court. 


Mr, Herbert, Surgeon. I viewed the body of the deceaſed., 


He had e wounds in his back, and. one which entered 
under the left ſhoulder, and paſſed into the Jungs, and was 
mortal. There wes u large quantity of blood in the thorax, 
and he had ſeveral contuſions in his head. 


Capt. Steward, Next day I found the deceaſed lying dead 


in the road, his pockets were turned out, and this knife and 


key ly ing by him. Here is the broken ſtock, and the barrel 
of the gun, that was found at the end of Tyburn-lane ; ; and 


it is the ſame that the deceaſed penſioner took out with 
him. 
Capt. Langley. I was attacked in a coach by five men, near 


Hyde- Park-Corner; I drew my iword to defend myſelf, 
three of them fired at me. I received a wound in my left 
ſhoulder by one of their piſtols, and ſeven wounds with their 
ſwords ; but, two ſoldiers coming up to my relief, I got off. 
Lincoln. Lock ſwore before juſtice Blackeiby,. that we 
attacked the coach, while he was eaſing himſelf in a ditch. 


Mr. Blackerby. I kept Lock's depoſition five days; and, 
when 1 examined him agein, he did not vary in one parti- 


cular. 


Mary Wells. Wilkinſon lodged at my houſe; and be went 


to bed that night (the 4th of June) between 12 and 1 O clock. 
The jury found them both guilty. Death. 


| Robert Wilkinſon, of Pancras, was a third time indicted, 
for aſſaulting William Ship on the highway, putting him in 
fear, and robbing him of two gold rings, val.e 208. and 4s. 
in money, November 26, 1721. 

Milliam Ship. On the 26th of November laſt, between 
five and fix in the evening, 1 was attacked at the end of Fig- 
Lane by three men, Shaw and Burridge (who are both cxe- 
cuted) and the priſoner. Shaw paſſed * me firſt, the pri- 


ſoner | 
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ſoner took hold of my horſe's reins, and Burridge clapt a 


iſtol to my teeth, and faid, „Le dog, if you offer to ſtir, 
by blow your brains out.” Then he robbed me of two 


gold rings and 48. 1 The : rings were aiterwards found vpon | 


the oriſoner. | 
Mary Wells. The N being at my houſe, theſe _—_ 
were brought to him by Tom Mitkſop. 


Wilkinſon, I have nothing to ſay to this, but, that it: is 


hard a man ſhould be hanged on his own information. 
The j muy tound him guilty. Dong, 


Robert Wit kinkn, of Pane Was 2 8 time indicted 
with Richard Oakey, for affaulting William Graham on the 
highway, putting him in fear, and "taking from him a whip, 
value eighteen-pence, a coat value five failings,” and ſeven 
ſhilings and eight pence half penny in money, April 8, 1722. 

To this indictment Wilkinſon pleaded guilty. But Mr. Gra- 
ham depoſing, that he knew nothing of Oakey, but by Wil- 
kinſon's information, the jury acquitted him. | 


Robert Wilkinſon was a fifth time indicted, with Thomas | 


Milkſop, alias Jennings, alias Ghenning, alias Frantum, . or 
that they, in company with Thomas Ping (not then taken) 
did aſſault Ralph Kea: on the highway, put him in fear, and 
take from him a gelding, value 10 l. a dridle, ſaddle, whip, 
a guinea, and thirteen ſhillings. 


Ralph Keat, Coming from Hampſtead in the evening, £ 
was attacked by three men, who took from we my gelding, 


bridle, ſaddle, whip, a guinea, and thirteen ſhillings. I ve- 
rily-believe that Milkſop was one of the three. And as for 
Wilkinſon, he ſent for me, and owned, that himſelf, Milk- 
ſop, and Ping were the three who robbed me; and he put it 
in his information, which he made before juſtice Hewit. 

Court, What Wilkinſon ſaid will affect himſelf; but, is 
no evidence againſt the other, 


The priſoner, Wilkinſon, ſaid nothing in his defence, and | 


the] Jury found him guilty. DO” 
The Priſoner, MitKsc»" s Defence. 


Priſoner. When the nebst came to Newgate, he pitch- 
ed upon another man at firſt ; but afterwards he came to me, 
and ſaid, ** No, I bel eve you are the man.“ As for the la- 
dies, none of them can ſwear to me. I was walking to 


lampſtead, when the gentleman [Mr. Nugent aſked me. 
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who I was? And I anfwered, a friend. But, ſeeing more 
coming up, 1 was afraid they "had an-ilF Telign upon me, and 


fo got into the fields. And when they took me, and charged 


me with a robbery, I made no reſiſtance, but fad, Gen- 
temen, uſe me civilly and I will go with: yo where you pleaſe. 


But they faid, they could prove E had the purſe, and put it in 


the grafs; and lothey wound me behind A conch), and. hes. My 
me to London. | 
"wp jury found him guiley, Death. 


| Richard Ozkey, 1 not being convicted, we tha give a ſhort 
Account of the other three, Wiiciafon, Lincoln, and Milk- 


p, as follows. | 
| Robert Wilkinſon was about Ges years ofs when be 


Was executed. He was fo addicted to an idle, debauched an& 


fottiſh Rfe, that he would never fettle to any honeſt bafinefs. 
His temper. was ſurly and bratifh ; and, if he had any am- 
bition, it was that of being a bear-garden chief. There ſel- 
dom was a boxing match at Hockly i in the Hole, but Bob was 
one of the combatants; and though he was but Tow in Rature, 
yer, as he was very ſtrong limbed, "md a, daily practitioner, he 
often cari ied the prize. And no man could be more elevated 
than he, with the hoarſe acelamations of carmen and butchers; 
though he ſhared their compliments but in common - with his 
fellow brutes, the bull-dogs. By ſuch exerciſes he ſo im- 
proved his naturab ferocity, that he was eapable of any miſ- 
ebief; and, therefore, no body wondered at his commer- 
eing footpad, or that he choſe for his companions Carrick, 
Carrel, Shaw, Burridge, Lock, Lincoln, and other villains 
ef diftintion. 

For a longtime, a night ſeldom pafſed without a rodbery 


2 committed by fome of theſe; and th y had made themſelves 
o familiar with cruelty, that what they took from thoſe they 


plundered, was generally the leaſt injury they did them. 
Wilkinſon, - however, would conf. ſs but two or three fads 


| that he was guilty of. He ſaid, he was concerned in rob- 


bing an ale-houſe in Ivy-lane. That he, Shaw, and Bur- 
ridge, on this fide Highgate, robbed two gentlemen on horſe- 
back, of two watches, and about forty ſhillings in MONEY 
And, another perſon by the end of Fig-lane. | 
It was reported, that, when they robbed this perfon, Wil- 
kinſon knocked him backwards into a ditch, and was gow? 
to ſtrangle him ; but (the poor man begging hard for his life, 
And . them, that they had nothing to fear from him, w_ 


ws 


ROBERT WILKINSON, Er. for Monprx 138 


de knew none of them) one of Wilkinſon's comrades pre- 


vented him from putting his deũgg in execution. But this, 
Wilkinſon conſtantly denied. 
What confeſſions he made were juſt alter his condemna- 


tion; for, towards the faft, he would confefs nothing. He 


even denied, that he knew any thing of the murder of Peter 
Martin, the Chelſea penſioner, and behaved himſelf in a yery 
moroſe manner. The chaplain, therefore, refuſed to admi- 
niſter the ſacrament to him; but he was under no great con- 
cern en that.acceunt ; for he ſaid, if he might not go to heaven 


as the reſt did, he hoped to find the way. by himſelf. 


2 had heard that faſting: was a good expedient for that pur- 
poſe, and therefore, he neither eat nor drank for three days 
and three nights before his execution. 


At the tree of death, he ſpoke thus to the mob: I was 


no way concerned ãn the murder of Peter Martin. I knew 
nothing of Lincoln, till he was 2pprehended, _——1 don't va- 
Jue hanging in chains, and therefore I have no buſineſs to tel 


bes, and own myſelf guilty of things J am innocent of. 


He was hanged at Tiyburn, - on an September 3 24. 
17 22. 


James Lincoln was Bae younger than Wilkinſon, 
and ſeemed to have more humanity. He confeſſed he had 


committed ſeveral robberies between London and Hampſtead, 


commonly on foot, and ſometimes with no other weapon than 
a ſtick; bat. never got above four guineas at a time. That 
he and his comrades robbe d 
Park Wall, of a watch and ſome gold. And that they had 
formed a conſpiracy to rob the duke of Newcaltle of his 


Beorge, as-he returned from court, and waited for him three 


or four nights at the end of Queen- ſtreet; but his grace not 
coming as they expected, they ſpent their time to no purpoſe. 
He ſaid he would gladly make-reſtitution to all he had rob- 
ded, if it was in his power; but he had nothing to reſtore. 
At the place of execution be, as well as Wilzinſon, de- 
med that he was concerned in the murder of the penſioner. 


| He ſaid, however, that he forgave Lock, who had taken 


away his life. He added, that he died a Raman Catholic. 


He was hanged at Tyburn, on Monday September 24, 
2722. 
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| The Ordin * A gives the Following Account of 


HOMAS MILKSOP. 


6 He was . twenty-three years old, born in the Old- 


Bailey, put apprentice, he ſaid,” to a vintner, where he lived 
very pleaſantly, but learned ſome things he thought not pro- 
"per for boys to be "acquainted with. He ſaid, though | his 


friends required him to keep the paths of modeſty and ſobrie- 


ty, yet he went from the love of diverting company, to the 


5 of Jovial feilows, and from thence to vicious acquaint- 
He ſaid, the fahcied Wright and Burridge uſed to 
ay them, He robbed a lady and her ſervant beyond 


_ Hiphgate, of near 208. &., ventured once to rob a man in 


2 garden, and got away befote the man dared to make any 
noiſe. He added, that when J. Reading, J. Shaw, & c. were 
Kurs he wanted no money, and — — à horſe for 

every expedition, but has of late been ſo bad a plunderer, that 


he could provide nothing but a piſtol and bullets. He conſeſt 


the robbery he was coicted of, (with many others) but ſaid, 
he ſhot mot at Roberts the coachman, till he laſned him with 


his whip to the heart, and then heHhot with a deſign to mils 

bis life, He ſaid, when he was taken, he thruſt the purſe in- 

to the graſs, to ſave the . rather than” to conceal. the 
* 


robbery. 
„He valiretT: would: eſpecially mkSmiyice, that, though 
He had a wife and a child, ſhe never was appfized of his roh- 


© beries, he always compoſing himſelf at night before he returned 


to her. That, notwithſtanding all this, be cohabited with 


other women, and once with a nian's wife, for Which be 
aſked pardon of God and men; and ſeemed to be entirely pe- 


nitent: he ſaid be found nothing profper-butiwirtve; nor was 


there any ſatisfaction but in religious duties; n him- 


ſelf for the ſaer2ment with much care. 


* At the tree, Milkſop hoped (he fach n. none eld re- 


gia on his innocent parents; hoped God would pardon his 
great ſin, in fhooting his piſtol, and alſo abuſing 'a ſingle 


woman by Cane-Wood,' whom he n robbed of an aprons 


hecklacs, Ke.” © | 
25 Was hang at rh, on Mendy, September 24, 
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THOMAS WILSON and SAMUEL cok. 
: for a Robbery, September, 1722. 5 


T HOMAS WILSON, and Samuel Cole, of Paddington, 

were indicted for aſſaulting John Woodſtock on the 
highway, putting him in fear, and taking from him a coat 
with ſilver buttons, value 30 8. Auguſt 29, 1722. 

They were a ſecond time indicted for aſſaulting William 
Owen on the highway, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him a cane, a hat, a wig, a coat, and a ſilver watch, Au- 
guſt 27, 1722. „ 
They were a third time indicted for aſſaulting John Cowell 
on the highway, putting him in fear, and taking from him a 
bat. a wig, and fifteen-pence, Auguſt 6, 1722. =" 

To theſe three indictments Wilſon-pleaded guilty. | 

John Moodſtock. Betwixt Paddington and Marybone, a- 
bout eight at night, on the 29th of Auguſt, I was attacked 
by two men, one of them held a piſtol to me, while the o- 
ther rifled me, and pulled off my coat: Wilſon has owned 
himſelf to be one of them, but I know nothing of the other, 

but by Wilſon's information. ED 4 
William Howard. On the 3oth of Auguſt, I bought theſe 
_ fifteen plate buttons of Wilſon for ten ſhillings and ſeven 
' pence ; they weighed two ounces and four penny-weights. 
VMilliam Owen. Coming from Hampſtead about eight at 
night, I was aſſaulted by two men, who broke my head, and 
took away my hat, wig, and cane, and then they ſwore they 
would cut my throat, if I did not ſtrip. So I pulled off my 
coat, and gave it them, and my watch was in the lining of 
it. Wilſon has confeſſed the fact, and as for Cole, I cannot 
ſwear to his face, but I think I know his voice again. 1 
| — Hady. I keep an ale-houſe, but I work at 

watch-making. On the 28th of Auguft, about eight in 
the morning, Wilſon came to me, and ſaid, a friend of his 

had got a watch to ſell for a guinea and a half. Now the 
watch was worth ſix pounds, which made me a little afraid 
that they did not come honeſtly by it: ſo I aſked him the 
queſtion, but he ſaid I had no occaſion to fear coming into 
trouble about it, for if any thing happened I knew where he 
lived, and I might ſoon find him : however, I did not care 
to buy it, butſJent him a guinea upon it. Then he confeſſed, 
chat he and Cole got it of a man, whom they met and beat 
in the fields. Se e e aty 
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On the 3oth of Auguſt, he and Cole came together, and 


drank. a port. I aſked Wilſon, if he was not afraid of being 


hanged.” He ſaid, he expected no other, but he would 
bring me a good many watches firſt. The next day Wilſon 
came again, and ſaid he wanted to borrow two ſhillings more 
of the money I owed: him for the watch. Why, favs I, 


bet makes ybu want money already; have not you been 


upon the old ſtory? Yes, ſays he, I and Cole robbed a man 


of a coat with ſilver buttons. But are you not afraid of be- 
ing taken? ſays J, No, ſays he, here is my ſafe · guard, and 
then he ſhewed me a piſtol, and he told 'me, that he and 


Cole would come again at noon for the reft of the mo- 
NEY 


Jivered to a conſtable: and the prifoners coming according to 

Wilſon's appointment, the conſtable took Wilſon, and carried 
him before the huſtice, and Cole followed tim, In the 
Juſtice" s room, "Wilton ſhot at me, but miſſed me; upon 
which his piſtol Was ſeized; and Cole being ſarched, another 
de ee found upon Huf. bent . 


Rohr" Cbervll. As T was going bver Lamb's-Conduit-Fielts, 


th two priſoners were fitting upon the conduit, and Cole 


roſe up and knocked me down, and Wilfon tobk my bat 


and wig; and five-pence from me, and then he knocked my 
wife gon. e 

Court.” Are you fare code 8b one of Weil 5 

- Cnvell © No, I don't know Cote, any otheriviſe than by 
Wilſon's information 

Mlſon. Cole knows nothing f © theſe tobbeiiee. I 
worked -with him at Fortinishon formerly. He is a founder 

and I am u ſawyer, and meeting him in Holborn, we went 
15 drink together, and Lgave Him a piſtol to put in his pocket, 


- for fear it hould go off, and fo he went with me to Wady's, 
and there an officer came and took me. Cole afked him 


"what juſtice he was going before? and the officer told him, 
and 10 he followed us to Janne Perry 8 door, and there Wady 
took ... 

Maddy. The ſame night that Mr. Cowell was robbed, 1 
met Mr. Wilfon and Cole together near Paddington. 


Cale. T "haye been in St, Bartholomew's hoſpital for 


hive mon tbe, and . not in. 2 condition to Format theſe 
e, K 12 

A ee f; 
a = jury pes oe, a found Wilen guilty. 
eat 
n OF 


80/1 went to juſtice 'Ellis and got a warrant, which I de- 


1 


After Sentence, THO HAV Wits ON gave the following Hccount 


of bimyelf 


I was born in London; my parents were honeſt, induſtri- 
ous people, though in mean circumſtances ;, and it had been 
well for me, if J had followed their advice and example; but 
I was of ſuch a ſurly, obſtinate, aud ungovernable temper, 
that neither Kind. uſage nor ſeverity had any good effect upon 
me. I ſhewed an early inclination to wickedneſs, by keeping 


company with black-guards, by ſwearing, lying, pilfeting, 


and doing any kind of miſchief I was capable of. My parents 
often corrected me for theſe things, but it proved to no pur; 
poſe; for, though ſometimes I promiſed amendment, it was 
never with a deſign to mend, but only to avoid a whipping 
when I had ſaid or done ſomething ta deſerve. it. Thus 
went on, till I was about twelve years old, and then I began 
to lie out a nights, and though I ſeldom eſcaped puniſhment 
for this, yet, inſtead of reformiag, I ſtill Fs worſe, and 
often lay out for ſeveral nights together. I thought by this 
management, to get the maſtery of my parents; and that, 


when they found they could not reclaim me, e would let 
Ir 


me go my own way, But, nat being able to bring this a- 
bout, I run quite away when I was thirteen, and went to ſea, 
126d for the 


and ſailed to the Baltic. I ſoon found I had changed 


worſe ; for, in the few months 1 was on board, my behaviour 


was ſuch, that T was fourteen times whipt and pickled, and 
ſix times hung up by the hecls. This treatment made me wiſh 
myſelf at home again; ſo that as ſoon as the ſhip, returned, I 
went directly to my parents, and with as much ſubmiſſion as 
my ſullen temper would admit of, I promiſed to bebave bet- 
ter far the time. to one, = IS 

They received me kindly ;. for, as I had ſuffered ſa much, 
they were in hopes I had ſeen my errors, and would reform 
In earneſt, In a little time I was bound apprenticę to a ſaw- 
yer at Fleet-ditch, which I was well enough ſatisfied with, fer 


the work was much eaſier than what I did on ſhip-board, and, 


Imet with good uſage from my maſter.. But, when I .had 
ſerved him four years, I grew weary off ub 
though T had met with ſo much hardfhig at ſea, nothing cauld 
now content me but another voyage; and, in this mad hu- 
mour, I left my maſter, and entered myſelf on board a mer- 
chant-man, bound for the Streights. 
When J was a-ſhore at Liſbon, I.drank exceſſively of new 
wines, which threw me into a violent flux; and at the fame 
5 8 2 D time 
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grew weary of this regular life; and 
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time I contracted a much worſe diſtemper ; ſo that there was 
little hopes of my lite. But, however, in my paſſage home, by 
the great care of the furgeon of the ſhip, I recovered beyorid 
expectation. Soon after my arrival in England, I courted a 
young woman, whom | really loved, and in a little time | 


gained her confent, and married her. But, her friends hav- 


ing heard what a ſcandalous character I bore, they would not 
- ſuffer her to live with me, bur took her away, to prevent her 
ſharing in the miferies which they believed my ill-courſes 
would reduce me to. Till this time, which was about two 
years ago, though I had lived a proffigate life, I had never 
been guilty of any felony ; but the loſs of her, whom I was 
indeed very fond of, made me almoſt diſtracted, and quite 


careleſs of what became of me. I fell inte the worſt com- 


pany, and engaged with them in ſeveral robberies, of which I 


ſhall nau give, the beſt account I can; that thoſe whom f_ 


have injured may, at leaſt, have the poor ſatisfaction of know - 
ing who robbed them; and, that innocent men may not be 


ſuſpected of the crimes I am guilty of. Seme of my com- 


panions were, on my information, committed to Newgate ; 
and the others are either dead, or fled from juſtice. 

lh the robberies we committed, we commonly made uſe of 
Mort ſticks, loaded at the ends with lead; though we did not 
often ſtrike with them, except the paſſengers were unruly, or 
we thought ourſelves too weak to face them manfully: and, 
when this was the caſe, our cuſtom was to come behind them 


and knock them down before we ſpoke. Sometimes indeed 


wie abuſed them after we had robbed them; and ſo we ſerved 
a footman, whom we attacked between St. Giles's- pound, 
and-Mary-le-bone.z for, after he had delivered his watch and 
handkerchief, '. without making any reſiſtance, we knocked 

him down, and left him ſenſelefs. _ nel dvd mtfe pe je 
me only time that 1 robbed with a piſtol was in company 
with; ane; Geſby, who is ſince fled towards Gibralter. We 
aſſaulted a man between St. Giles's- pound, and the half: way- 
houſe, gnd took from him about eight ſhillings, and two re- 

mark ab le eld pieces af ſilver, which I fold in F leet-ſtreet. 
Nat long-after this, being got very drunk, I was reſolyed 
to try my fortune alone, though without a piſtol; I conceal- 
ed myſelf im a ditch. near Paneras, to watch for my prey ; 
and J had not lain long before a man paſſed by with a little 
bundle under his arm. I.immedlately followed and knocked 
him down, and took away his bundle, and his hat and wig ; 
but, as I was going to rifle his pockets, my foot flipped, and 
fell backwards into the ditch; and before I could well get 
WS be | | out, 
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out again, the poor man seed himſelf, and run away, I 


Vas in hopes, as the bundle felt heavy, that I had got a good 


booty; but, when I came to examine it, I found nothing 
but four pounds of ſnuff in leaden pots, and two or three other 
trifles, of little value. However, I met with a better prize 


the ſame night; for the ſnuff-merchant had not been gone 


long, before another man came by, whom I attacked in is 


ſame manner, and robbed him of a ſilver watch. 


Two days after this, I and another robbed a man and a wo- 
man between Highgate and Holloway : we took two ſhillings 
and ſome half-pence from the man, and a fine hat, and a Hot 
land apron from the woman. We had hardly parted from them 
when we fancied ſomebody was coming in purſuit of us; and 
thereupon we took to our heels, and run through hedge and 
ditch, and fo croſs: the fields towhrds Kentiſh- Town, with- 
out giving ourſelves leiſure to look back, till we were almoſt 
out of breath, and then we found ourſelies out 'of danger, for 
no body followed us, and we had been frighted by nothing 
but our own guilty conſciences: but'that'terror' quickly wore 


off, for we fell to robbing again tne ſame night. 


Before we robbed Mr. Cowell, I was apprehenſive that he 


knew me, and therefore endeavoured all' I could to perſuade | 


my companion not to attack him; but he was obſtinite,' and 
I, being unwilling to paſs for a coward; conſented, I would 
afterwards have thrown the hat away, for fear of a Uſcovery 3 z 


but he would not yield to that neither, de 


The greateſt booty we ever got at once was whiin we rob- 
bed Mr. Owen of his coat, hat, wigs and watch, which ab 
togethpe were worth about rol. (077406 


We'robbed Thomas Ackerſley,''of a haut-boy and flagelet, 


as he was coming from Kentiſh- Town; and. I afterwarde 
threw the haut-boy away by the -road-ſide. I could- qt be 


eaſy without mentioning this, becauſe it is a fact for which 


two men were tried 18 ſcilions, and one of them was Ons 
guilty, _ . wait 
Thus far Wilſon gives an account of bimſelt, ah the or- 
dinary adds, „“ though he had an uncommon roughneſs in bis 
aſpect and deportment, as well as a natural ſurlineſs in his tem- 
per; yet, when the proſpect of death was immediately - be- 


fore him, he appeared very deſirous of making his peace with 
God, and infofming himſelf in the requiſites to repentarice; 
never, that I know>bf;, abſenting from the. prayers, but pre- 


paring himſeltf with much care,; for the reception of the holy 
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HARLES WEAVER, of the parith- of St. John, 


.— Wapping, was indicted for the murder of Eleanor Clarke, 


widow, by giving her with.a drawn ſword one mortal wound 
in the leſt part of her body, near the ſhoulder, of the length 


of half an inch, and the depth of ſeven inches, on the 6th of 


December laſt, of which. wound ſhe inſtantly died. 
He was a ſecond time indicted. on the ſtatute of ſtabbing : 


and 2 third time was indicted on the coroner's inquiſition for 


the ſaid murder. oa, : 
Thomas Watkins, a Waterman. Edward Morris and the 
priſoner hired me at Strand- Bridge, to carry them to the Red- 


Houſe at Deptford : accordingly carried them thither. When 


we came on ſhore, Eleanor Clarke, the deceaſed, met with 


Edward Morris, and aſked him if he was going to London ? 


he ſaid, yes; but, before he went, he had a little buſineſs to 


do with the woman at the Prince's-head So they all went to 
the White-Hart-alchauſe, where they ſtaid a little while, and 
then came all three into my boat, As | was carrying them to 


London, when we came near the Horns, the deceaſed ſaid to 
the priſoner. why don't you give Mr. Morris his money! 
you went down to Deptford to do him ſervice, and make 
matters better, but you have made them worſe.” The pri- 
ſoner thereupon took ſome money out of his pocket, as if 
he intended to give it to Mr. Morris; but, inftead of fo do- 


ing, he put it into his pocket again, and ſaid, <* he ſhall not 


have it till to-morrow.” When we came near Execution- 
dock, the deceaſed ſaid again, Weaver! why don't you 


give Morris his money ? it is like your Irifh tricks.” Upon 


this, the priſoner d d her for a bitch, and fwore he would 
throw her over-board ; and indeed he endeavoured to do it, 
but prevented him, by leaning on the other fide of the boat, 


to keep ĩt from overturning. Then he drew his ſword, and 
-fwore he would kill us all three. The deceafed faid, “ js 


the man mad ? The priſoner made paſſes at us all; and Mo1- 
ris laying hold of him, I perceived the deceaſed leaning over 
the boat, and bleeding: I endeavo.red to run the boat a- 


ſhore, but another waterman jumped in, and ſeized the pri- 


Price Sturcil, Waterman. Being in my boat, near New- 
Crane, I law the prifoner brandiſhing his ſword in another 


e boat, 
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boat, and I was afraid he would have over-turned it. He 
made a pals at the waterman, and another at Mr. Morris, ape 
on which. I: made up, and jumped into the boat, where 1 


found the woman bleeding ; and ſhe died immediately, | 
 Edword Morris, Having ſome buſineſs at Deptford, I 


aſked the priſoner to 90 with me; and told him I was in dan- 


ger of being arreſted. He preſently agreed, and ſaid, I flrould | 
put on his foldier's cloaths, and he bimſelf would take upon 


him to be my ſerjeant. So we hired a boat, and went to 
Deptford, where we accidentally met the deceaſed, who 


was our neighbour and acquaintance. My buſineſs was with 


one Jane - , to whom I owed fome money. We went 
to drink at the White Hart, where T laid down 5 8. 6 d, 
for Jane ——— but the priſoner catched up the money, and 


ſaid ſhe ſhould not have it. This was the money which the 


deceaſed called upon him to return to me; telling him, that 
1 had all day treated him very handſomely; and upon this he 
curſed and d nd; and drew his ſword, and made paſſes at 


us ; and ſo the deceaſed was wounded. 


A ſurgeon. Hearing of the accident, i wit immediately, 
and found her dead in the boat. One xamining the wound, 


perceived the ſword. had pierced through the intercoſtal 


muſcles, and both lobes of the lungs, which way the cauſe of 
her death. 


The pritomer denied the fact, and affirmed that the de- 


— received the wound by: Mr. Merris, to whom he. bad 
lent his ſword: But, in anſwer to this, Mr. Morris, and 


Watkins the waterman depoſed, that though, when they 


went to Deptford, Mr. Morris had on the priſoner's coat and 


ſword, yet at their coming from e the peer 400k 
the foul + mph Ap ac 


* 


The jury found the pritower IEG af the three ndifiment 
pn be received met of Dentb. 


— Charles Waser was very ' devout nd ſerious; at the 


time of lis death, and ſpoke. t to the people, e his WF 


tence,” F-10241 
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RICHARD OAKEY, FJOHN LEVEE; and MAT. 
THREW FLOOD, for ſeveral RoBnERIEs, January, 


172 2-3 


: R ACHARD OAKEY, Jobn Levee, alias Funks,, and 
* > Matthew Flood, of Pancras, were indicted for aſſaulting 
William Young, Eſq; on the high-way, ' putting bim in fear, 
and taking from him a gold watch, value 30 l. two ſeals, va- 
Jue 48. a gold chain, value 41. and a ring, value 15s. on the 


"Toth of December, 1722. 5 „ 
Tsa this indictment Matthew Flood pleaded guilty, but the 
others not guilty. 7 5 


Mr. Yeung. As L was coming along in my chariot, with 


Colonel Cope, on the 10th of December laft we were ſtopped 


by three men: one ſtopped the horſes, one ſtood at the fide 


of the chariot, and a third came in and took my watch, 


chain, two ſeals, .a ring, and other things from me. They 


uſed us very civily, conſidering what fort of Saunen they 
were; but I cannot ſwear to either of the priſoners. 
Jioſepbh Blake, alias Blue: tin. I and the priſoners, Levee 
and Flood, were a robbing together about ſix o' clock, in 
Hampſtead road. I went a little before to ſee who was in the 
chariot. When they came up, Food laid hold of the horſe, 
Levee went into the chariot, and I ſtood at the chariot door, 
and received two gold watches with ſeals and chains, and 


two rings which Levee took from Mr. Voung and Col. Cope, 


and handed out to me, and I bid him do the gentlemen no 
Hurt. He and Flood had each one piſtol, and 1 had two. 
The gold watches were both ſold to one Mr. Greatrix in 
Southwark, for 141. and the money ſhared equally among us 


three. I gave one of them eighteen pence, and the other a 


ſhilling for the ir parts in the rings . 74 
Jionathan Wild. Some coming, I ſuppoſe from the pro- 
ſecutors, to me about the robbery, I made it my huſinefs to 
ſearch after the priſoners; for I bad heard that they uſed to rob 
about Hampſtead; and I went about it the more willingly, 
becauſe I had heard they had threatened ro ſhoot me through 


the head. I offered ten pounds a bead for any perſon who 


would diſcover them; upon which a woman, (John Dyer's 
wife) came and told me that the priſoners hadibeen with her 
huſband to entice him to turn out with them, and if I would 
promiſe he ſhould come and go ſafely, he would give me ſome 
intelligence. I gave her my promiſe, and her huſband came 
. 4 5 * TE accordingly 
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accordingly, and told me that Levee and Blake were at that 
time cleaning their piſtols ac a houſe in Fleet-Lane, I. went 
thither, and ſeized them both. I heard the ſame day that 
Flood was apprehended in Southwark for another fact, and 
ſent to Bride well, where I found him ſafe. The porſdñ who 
gave me intelligence where to find Blake and Levee, told me 
that he had two rings to ſell, and I ſuppoſing that they might 
be of uſe in detecting the priſoners, lent him 12 8. upon 
_—_ and here is one of them. 
Mr. Dung. This is the ring I was robbed of. 


Jon Dyer. Blake, Flood, and Levee deſired me to take | 


a walk with them; we went to Black- -Mary* s-Hole, where 
we drank ſome brandy : Levee pulled a ring out of his 
pocket and gave it to Blake, and Blake gave it to me, and it is 


the ſame ring that Jonathan Wild produced juſt now. They 


afked me to go a robbing with them. I refuſed at firſt, but 
one of them ſwore if I did not, he would put me into 
his information, if he ſhould happen to be taken.” So I went 
with them to Hyde-Park, where they ſtopped a coach, and 
then Iran away from them. © 

The priſoners all denied the fact, and vehemently Archi 
againſt Jonathan Wild; but called no witneſſes to prove their 
El or give them a good charaQter, = 


The; Jury found them all guilty of the indiment. bod 


I cannot imagine bow the jury came to find Oakey gu 1 
for he is not ſo much as mentioned in the whole trial. q 
Young: ſwears that he Was robbed by three men. Blake 
ſwears that thoſe three were Flood, Levee, and himſelf, and 
that the 141, for which the watches were ſold, was divided 
among the ſame three. Jonathan Wild ſwears that he'toak 
Blake and Levee in Fleet-Lane, and found Flood in Bride- 
well. And Dyer gives an account of his being in company 
with Blake, Levee, and F lood; ang neither of them Sik 
one word of Oakey. 

To clear up this difficulty, there i is no other 78 that 1 can 
think of than to ſuppoſe there is ſome miſtake in tranſeribing 
or printing; that Oakey was either acquitted, or his name 
erroneouſly added to this indictment. The latter ſeems to me 
the moſt probable, becauſe Oakey at the ſame time ſtood i in- 
dicted with Levee for another robbery, . © 

Jonn Levee, alias Junks, and Matthew Flood, 0 will 
not add RichardgCakev) of Pancras, were a ſecond time in- 
dicted for aſſaulting Colonel Cope, putting him in fear, and 
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taking from him a WY watch,” value twenty pounds, 2 
ring, value twenty ſhillings, and twenty -two {billings in 
money, Dec. 199. 
To this indictment, as to the e Flood pleaded guilty, 
: and the evidence againſt the other, being to the ſame effect as 
in the laſt trial, the jury found him guilty. | 
Richard Oaker, and John Levee, were indicted for = 
| fouling Simeon Betts on the high-way, putting him in fear, 
and taking from him a muſlin turn- oer, and two guinens, 
on the 26th of November laſt. 
Simeon Betis. As I was going by the end +3 Fig-lane, 
near Pancras church, on the 26th of November at night, 
with a link in my hand, I was ſet upon by three men, one of 
t em ſnatched the link out of my hand, another bid me ſtand, 
and a third ſwore if I ſpoke one word, he would ſhoot me 
torough the head. Then they dragged me down Fig-Lane, 
i ito a field wherg they robbed me, and one of them ſtruck his 
| piltoli into my leſt eye, and beat it quite out. 
John Levce. I own that 1 committed the robbery ; but 
Oakey was no way concerned in it. He is as innocent of 
ihe matter as your lordſhip on the bench. | 
Joſeph Blake. I and the priſoners, Levee and 1 
were ſtanding at the end of Fig-Lane, when the proſecutor 
mas coming along. I laid hold of him, Leyee took his link, 
and we all brought. him into a field, where he was robbed ; 
but making ſome reſi ſtance, :he was knocked down with a 
ſtick. It was Qakey that took the money, and ſaid it was 
rich *; but he told us of no more than one guinea, ſp that 
he ſunk half the cole upon us. We left the proſecutor in the 
field, and went to a ſort of cook's ſhop, where we had half a 


gooſe for ſupper, and ſhared the money. 


Oatey. I know nothing of this fact. 1 was never guilty 

of any robbery in my life, nor have I yer had acquaintance 
with Blake or Levee. 

In contradiction to this it was 5 that Oakes, Blake, 
- and. Levee, had often been ſeen together, and that Oakey 

was an old gffender, and had heen an evidence againſt two 

of his 1 one of ws Was 5 hanged, and 4 the other 
eee ? | N 10 


Þ he jury fond both the. priſoners ily. of {the indi 


1 That is, it was gold, 
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An Account of JohN Levers, RIcHARD OAK EY, and 
| MaTTHEw FLrooD. | 


John Levee, otherwiſe Junks, the former being his right 
name, was born in St. Clement's pariſh ; his father, he ſaid, 


was a French gentleman, came over with) King Charles IT. 


at the reſtzuration, and had the honour to inſtruct Three 
| dukes (the king's natural ſons) in the French tongue, during 
which time he lived in Pall-mall. - Some years after this he 


commenced wine-metchant, and dealt to France for. ſeveral 
thouſands a year. In theſe days of profperity, his children 
hardly ever went out without a footman or two to attend 


them. Rut afterwards meeting with great loſſes, he failed; 

and was obliged to leave his family, and retire to Holland. On 
this misfortune, his ſon John was taken under the care of the 
French ſociety, who, when he was very young, put him to a 
captain of a man of war. John was ſeveral years at ſea, 


but never in any conſiderable engagement: Indeed he was on 


board the Eſſex, when the Spaniſh ſhips were attacked in 
the Mediterranean, but that victory was ſo eaſily obtained, 


that the ſhip he was in had very little todo. At his return 


into the Britiſh channel, he was turned over to the Elizabeth 


man of war, and ſailed to the Baltic under Sir: John Norris. 


But the Muſcovite ſhips-hot daring; to face the Engliſh, and, 
as he ſaid, the admiral judging it impracticable to attack 
them in their harbour of Revel, they came to no engagement. 


Soon after his coming to England, ſome of his friends: re- 
commended him to a merchant in Tower-ſtreet, who! would 


habe taken him into a compting-houſe: though he was ndt 
adquainted with the metthod of book- keeping, he could 
write a tolerable hand, and underſtood a little arithmetic; fo 

' *tnat he was well enough qualified to copy letters, make waſte- 
book entries, and draw out bills of parcels, if he had been 


but willing; but the misfortune was, he had no great liking 


ts any honeſt employment, and therefore would not give 
himſelf the trouble of making a trial at this; or any other 
that his friends could propoſe to him. mg | 
Thus diſpoſed, he one night fell into ſome company at an 

' ale-houſe in Holborn, where, among other diſcourſe, it was 
ſaid, that any briſk young fellow might eafily make his for- 


tune, and live like a gentleman, by going upon the high-ways 
Jack ſwore he was of the ſame opinion, thbugh at that time 


| he thought they only ſpoke in jeſt: but us they found hi a 


forward youth, they ſoon convinced him they were in earneſt, 
and took him in for a freſh hand. This was what he wanted, 
TP 1 | | foc 
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for though he had a great hankering after miſchief, he did 


not think it prudent to begin by himſelf. 
His chief companion was Blue-ſkin : they committed ſe- 
veral robberies together in the Kent and Suſſex roads In par- 


ticular at the beginning of October laſt, about ſix in the : 
evening, they ſtopped the Camberwell coach near dStoke- 


Newington, as it was driving from London. There was one 
woman, and four or five gentlemen in it. The gentlemen 

deſired them not to frighten the lady, becauſe ſhe was with 
child. Upon which they forebore to ſearch any of the com- 


pany, but contented themſelves with holding a hat in the 


coach, accepting of what was given them. By the quantity 
that was put into the hat, which Blue-ſkin held, Levee thought 
they had got a conſiderable ſum of money, but coming to 
examine it, he found moſt of it copper. He had ſome ſuſ- 


paicion that Blue-ſkin had been too fharp for him, for Blue- 
fin had played him ſuch a trick before: but what vexed them 


both was, they afterwards heard, that in that coach there was 
near three hundred pounds, which they had miſſed, by not 
making a thorough ſearch. 


In the fame road they ſigpped another coach, in which 


vas only one woman who had a baſket of cakes. Blue- 
fin ſearched her, but found no money about her, and ſo 
they contented themſelves with taking ſome of her cakes; 

though -even theſe the woman would not tamely part with, 
but vigorouſly defended ker property againſt them both, by 
beating and ſcratching them as long as her ſtrength would hold 
out. Had a man uſed them in that manner, they ſhould, 
as Levee faid, have treated him very ſcurvily ; but, as it was 
a woman, they did her no hurt, but retreated pretty quietly 
though not without lofs of blood, and the marks of her cou- 
rage in their faces. 


They went out three or four times on Blac' :-Heath, but, 
finding no buſine is there, they quitted that road for another, 


where they expected better ſuccels. 


On a Sunday night in the. ſame month of Ofober, they 
met a coach coming from Kenſington Gravel-Pits towards 
London. In this coach were two young ladies and a little Miſs- 


Our two adventurers ſtopping. the. coach, ordered the coach- 


man and footmen to deſcend, and go on the other fide the 


ditch, and then robbed the ladies of about ten ſhillings in 
money, two necklaces, a girdle-buckle, and a little image 
of a man. This image the child had for a play- thing: they 
thought it had been ſolid filver, but it proving to be orly 
mixed Ke 7 ſold it for a trifle in Newtoner's-Lane- 


Levee 
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Levee ſaid, they repented of not ſearching the, coachman 


and foetman, for upon reeollection, when it was too late, 
they had reaſon to believe that thoſe men were not without 


watches. | 

On the firſt or ſecond; of Beben der laſt, they robbed 3 A 
85 in & ntleman in a coach in Hampſtead road, He had 
no watch,” but they took about thirty ſhillings {rom him, 
which is all they could find : for, as for apparel, tho' never ſo 
good, they were men of too much honour, as Levee ſaid, to 
meddle with it. . 

About a week after this, in the ſame, mail they met. a 
butcher on horſeback, and falling into diſcourſe with him, 
he ſaid he bad ſold two lambs. They told him they ere glad 


of that, for they wanted money. The butcher mage ſome 
teſiſtance, but they overpowered him, and robbed him of 


twenty-eight ſhillings, and then took his great- coat, not for 
the value of the thing, for as Levee ſaid before, they ſcorned 


to rob men of their cloaths, but only becauſe the fellow was 
faucy, and would not deliverfat the firſt word of command; and 


deed they intended to uſe him very roughly, but that Levee 


happened to ſee a Jew's coach coming along, and was appre- 


henſive that thoſe that were in it might know him, and there- 
fore perſuaded his companion to make off. 
On the 10th of December, in the evening, Levee, Blakeg 


and Flood, went out on Hampſtead road, and Levee being 


before the other two, mer a man on horſeback, but juſt as he 
laid hold of the horſe's bridle, his foot flipped; for they were 
all three on foot, and the man rode away, Levee endeavoured 
to fire after him, intending to have killed the horſe, or per- 


haps the man, but could not make his piſtol go off. Soon 
after three men came riding along full ſpeed. It ſeems, they 


had met the man who had eſcaped ſo narrowly, and heard 
from him that three footpads were upon the road, and there- 
fore, to avoid them, clapped ſpurs to their horſes. Levee and his 


two comrades thought it impracticable to ſtop them all three; 

and, if but one eſcaped, he might ſoon raiſe a hue and cry; 
fo they let them all paſs unmoleſted. They were ſcarce o 
of ſight before Mr. Voung's chariot came along, and -was 
robbed in the manner already related in the trial. This Mr. 


Young was the ſame - gentleman who,. as we have. ſeen 


above, was robbed in a chair by Molony, Carrick, and 
Car rol. 


Levee ſaid, that ben he went into the chariot, and 


rifled Mr. Young and Colonel Cope, they might eaſily have 
en him, for "he had no arm, having given his piſtol 
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b Blue fin, who ſtood on the other ſide of the hedge. But this, 
if it was ſo, was more pethaps than the gentleman knew; 
and if they had known it, yet Flood with a piſtol in his hand, 
was holding one of the hotſes, and Blake, who had two 
piſtols, was not ſo far off but he could ſwon have come to 
their aſſiſtance; the gentletnar indeed might have ſeized 
evee, but having no arms; for it does not appear that 
aeg. had any, they would have run the hazard of eint mur- 
er 

But after all this account of Levee's does not len to be 
fact: for at the trial Mr: Young depoſed, that one of the 
footpads ſtood, not behind the hedge, but at the chariot door: 
Blake ſwöre that he himſelf was that man, and that though he 
had two piſtols, yet belides thoſe, F lood and Levee had each 

of them one. 

bbs declared too, that he ons "ML kent 4 Curnelian 
ring, which he took from one of the gentlemen, to a corner- 

houſe in Bloomſbury- Square, as the gentleman had deſired, 
but that his coinpanions would not agree to it. 

A little after they had robbed this chariot, they met a poor 
man on horſeback in the ſame road, and becauſe it was then 
a mopn-light night, they carried him behind a hay-cock, and 
Tifled him, but found no more about him 'than two ſhillings, 
and ſome half-pence. Vexed at having t taken fo much pains 
to ſo little purpoſe, they were going to bind him; but he 
complaining he was very ſick, they not only returned him his 


money, but helped | him again upon his horfe; and led him i into 
The road. ts 
One night Levee ventured out 'by bimnfelf, an took 28 8. 
"from, a gentleman in g coach, detwixt the turopike and Th 
urn. 
„In April laft, he, and John Caſey, and Arthur Hughes, 
picked a quarrel with Michael Honeybourn, in a kkitile- 
ground at Pimlico, and robbed him of his watch, for 
— which Caſey and Hughes were hanged. 

Beſides theſe robberies Levee confeſſed he had committed i: 
great many more, the particulars of which he could not re- 
member : that he ſometimes robbed alone, but oftener in 
F 4 1 with Blake, Flood, Oakey, and others. 
le ſaid, however, that he never uſed any man cruelly, 

8 Simeon Betts, whoſe eye was by him ſtruck out with 
A man who could be capable of ſuch a barbarity 
Walt certainly be of a very ſavage diſpoſition, nn. 


ing his Freier to 885 in other caſes. 
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„ Lit ad vat enen i9is } 
Richard Oakey was born in London, and put apprentice to 

a taylor; but beſore he had ſerved two,years.of his time, h 
became acquainted with two cr thiee young thieves, and grew 
fond of their company, that in a fe months he renounced the 
. thimble entirely, and entered himſelf a memberſof their ſociety. 
They commonly went together, and for ſeveral years applied 
themſelves to one branch of . buſineſs, which was that. of 
IP cutting, or pulling off women's pockets in the night, and 
a little practice made them very dexterous. . A woman could 
hardly gueſs at their deſigy before her pocket was gone, far 
| ; _  pne of them would ſuddenly take up her upper petticoat, and 

another trip up her heels at the ſame time ; and then, as they 

were.commoply pretty well dreſſed, they ſeldom run for it, 

but only ſtepped over the way, and walked on a moderate 

pace, as if they knew nothing of the matter, by which ma- 
. mae they were ſeldom ſuſpected. „ 
ä In 


1 1 £ 


this mannef, Oakey ſald, he helieyed he had been 


* 


concerned in robbing a hundred women, though he was then 
but a boy. nns m e on tie ann 
In due time the gallows deprived him of thaſe companions: 
but it was not long before he got another, who was à com- 
mon night-walker.: and though, when with her, he followed 
- the ſame buſineſs as, formerly; yet he took a different mł- 
mo thod of performing it: far this Maux would ſtumble againſt 
73 the woman be deſigned to rob, or if a coach was paſſing by, 


o 


come behind her, catch. faſt bold of both her arms, ati ry 
out, Lord ! have a care Madam] the coach will run overiyg! 
and he at the ſame time would cut off her pocket. 5 
Hut this courſe continued not long; for Oakey's new partier 
unluckily giving a modiſh diſtemper to one of her bullies, 
it enraged him ſo, that meeting with her again 2 
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houſe ſhe belonged to, he beat her to ſuch] a degree, 
that ſhe died of the bruiſes. An out-cry of murder was fc 


frequently. heard in that houfe, that the diſturb. ace on this 


occaſion was little regarded by the neighbours : and people 
of the houſe, for fear of coming into trouble then. ves, 
concealed. her death, and buried her privately ; fo that 1. ae 
of her relations ever knew what became of her. 

Oakey being once more left without a companion, was 
reſolved to try his fortune himſelf, He ſtill kept to his oc- 
cupation of ſnatching pockets, in which his long experience 
bad made him a great proſicient: and indeed conſidering he 
Had none to affiſt him, there were but few dealers i in the lame 
way, that met with equal ſucceſs. | 

But having thus proceeded for two or three months, be 
ſell into company with a couple of houſe-breakers, who per- 
ſuaded him that their branch of buſineſs was more profitable 
than his. Here fays one of them, whoſe name is Harvey, 
vou go upon a queer lay * in the open ſtreets, while people are 
paſſing to and fro, for the ſake of a louſy pocket, in which 
you hardly ever find any thing but' a key and a thimble, or 
S ws, two or three penny-worth of half-pence ; but we 
f a ken when all is boman F, and get more in one night, 
than you do in a month. 


Oakey could not reſiſt the force of ſuch'a convincing ar- 


gument, but immedaately entered into partnerſhip with his 
new acquaintance. They ſucceeded in their firſt attempt, 
which encouraged Oakey to go upon a ſecond, and accord- 
ingly they broke open a houſe near the Mint, in Southwark, 
and ſtole © ſeveral pieces of callimanco, to the value of 221. 
But Oakey happened to be taken, and loving nobody ſo well 
as himſelf, impeached bis two comrades. They were ſoon 
appreherided, and at Kingſton aſſizes were tried and ca- 
pitally convicted on Oakey 's evidence. Harvey was executed, 
but the other obtained a reprieve. for tranſportation. 
This was ſuch a diſcouragement to Oakey, that he for- 


{wore houſe- breaking, and returned to ftreet-robbing ; but 


did not confine himfelf as formerly to the ſingle article of 


ſnatehing pockets, for taking in one who was known by the 


name of Will the ſailor, to be his affiſtant, they ventured 
upon robbing men as well as woͤmen. Will wore a very 
Jong fword: it was his part when they met a gentleman alone 
"x0 pick a quarrel with him, and white they were engaged, 


7247737 A dangerone adventure. 
Bk a houfe when all i is ſaſe. | 
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6 and wig, On” | % 
a Some difference ariſing between Oakey and Will, they I's 
15 parted, and Oakey fell in with Reading, Haws, Milkſop, ö [ 
ke Lincoln and Wilkinſon, all of whom have ſince been executed, 1 
3 He was concerned with them in about twenty robberies, | | 
| though at his firſt admittance, Nat. Haws told him, he was a L 
10 ſize too little for a hero, and fit for nothing but to clean piſ- ? { 
5 tols, and ſell the goods they ſtole. 3 1 
K In Sept. laſt, he was indicted with Wilkinſon, for robbing. 1 
1 William Graham on the high-way, Wilkinſon pleaded guilty; FT 
. but the proſecutor ſwearing that he knew nothing more of x 
Oakey than what Wilkinſon had informed him of, Oakey was I 

1 acquitted. | | | I's 
Z As, aſter his condemnation, he had no hopes of avoiding ba 
4 the gallows, he appli d himſelf cloſely to a preparation for 15 
Y death. He never neglected coming to prayers in the chapel, | 
% and would likewiſe riſe three or four times in night with the bf 
h other priſoners to pray and ſing pſalms. N + 
# When he came to Tyburn, he ſaid that nothing gave him } 
2 fo great a concern, as that, when, about eight months ago, 3 
he robbed a woman of a pocket, in which he found 16 or 17 T5 
? guineas, a coral, two gold rings, and a will, with ſome 13 
Y other papers of conſequence; he burnt the will and thoſe pa- 3 
. pers, by which villainous action, he feared, the woman bY. 
: would be a very great ſufferer. N 7 13 
Matthew Flood, ſays the Ordinary, was born in the Ei 

x pariſh of St. Paul's, Shadwell, of honeſt and reputable pa- by 
rents, and was put apprentice to a lighterman, but his maſter i 
| agreed to his going from him ſome time ago. He had been bur 1 
about three months on the high-way with Blake, Levee, &c. | 

but acknowledged he juſtly deſerved. death, if the pardon he = 

expected did not arrive. He appeared very ſerious and 1550 
thoughtful ſetting about his duty, and re eiving the ſa- 1 

crament with a particular concern the morning before he ſuf- Fi 
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it was Oakey's buſineſs to run away with the gentleman's hat 


fered. ; 


At the place of execution he ſaid, he intended to have 
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ſpoken to the people concerning one James Reps, convicted 
of ſtealing ſome malt by his own confeifion, his mark 
being ſet to it, his confeſſion being taken in writing, but 
Flood finding he had not ſpirits to ſpeak, he begged earneftly g 
that I would take notice of it; for that he and one who is 
_ tranſported took the four quarters of malt from a barge near 
4 Se) BEE Fo Temple- 
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Temple Stairs, and ſold it to a man who keeps an alehouſe 


over againſt Chelſea College. 


Theſe three criminals were executed at Tyburn, on Friday 
Feb. 8, 1722-3. Levee then being twenty-five years old, 
Oakey about the ſame age, and Flood about thirty. 


— 
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| W ILLIAM B UR K, of St. Dunſtan's, Stepney, 
A was indicted for aſſaulting William Fitzer, in an open 
field near the highway, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him a jacket, value 20s. a tobacco-box, and a knife and 
fork, Feb. 11. | | 

He was a ſecond time indicted for aſſaulting James Weſt— 
wood, in an open place near the highway, putting him in 
fear, and taking from him a coat, value 8s. a rule value 1s. 
and 108. in money, Feb. 9. ES | | 


Firſt Indifiment. 


William Fitzcr. On Monday Feb. 11, I had been at Mile 
End, and ſtopped at Stepney to drink a pint of beer, I went 


from thence between ſeven and eight at night, and, in the firſt, 
field, near the back-lane, I met the priſoner with a great 


hedge-bill in his hand; he cut me in the head with the bill, 


and ſaid, that I was the man he wanted, and he mult have 
my jacket. He ſtood over me with the bill in his hand, while 
I pulled my jacket off, and then he took it from me, and 
bid me be gone, and not ſpeak a word, for he had five 


accomplices in the fields; and if I made a noiſe, I was a 


dead man. Sol left him, and on the. Wedneſday following 
J heard he was taken, and that the conſtable had found my 
knife and fork upon him,—and here they be, —The priſoner |. 


took theſe and my tobacco box along with my jacket. 


Robert fndrews, My father, John Andrews, and I, hav- 


ing been at work at Mr. Langerwood's, the Rope maker, 


Were going home on Wedneſday the 12th of Feb. between 
ſeven and eight at night; and, in the ſecond field next to the 


| back-linz, near the halfway-houſe, the priſoner came up to 
us with a hedge-bill in his hand, ſwearing and damning, and 


bidding us ſtand: and, without any more to do, he chopped 


1 my 


U 
N n r 


a wo S RSS 7 


bot 3p a 0 ; 
Tama eto aac as Yrs amd cc. aca. ann wot oc.  Mwwoses . . 


WILLIAM BURK, for Ropneries. 155 


my father down with the hedge- bill: I thought my father had 
been murdered, and catching up his ſtick, 1 made at the pri- 
ſoner. He Aruck me ſeveral times, and gave mea wound in 
my arm; but at laſt I cloſed in with him, forced him up a- 
gainſt a bank, over-powered him, and took the hedge-bill 
from him. My father getting up, and a young man coming 
by at the ſame time, and aſſiſting us, we ſecured the priſoner, 
| and carried him to a conſtable. 

This evidence was confirmed by John Andrews the father. 


Feremiah Perkins, It was I that aſſiſted the two laſt wit- 


neſſes in taking the priſoner ; and | ſaw the conſtable take 


this knife and fork out of his pocket, which the proſecutor 


has ſworn to. 
The jury found the priſoner 5 Death, 
| The ſecond Indiftment. | 


1 Weſtwood. As I was going home from work, on 


Saturday night the 9th of Feb. about ſeven o'clock I was met 
by the priſoner, with a hedging-bill in his hand, he caught 
me faſt by the collar, and, holding the bill over my head with 


one hand, he put his other hand into my pocket, took out 


los. and aſked me, if that was all I had? I ſaid, yes. Then 
he bid me pull off my frock, for, he ſaid, he muſt have that 
too; and, while I was ſtripping, he held his bill over me, and 
hurried me ſo, that I was afraid he would have cut me down 
before I could get it off. I told him I was but a poor man, 
and it was hard to take my frock too. He ſaid, he knew 

me, and it would be beſt for me to go away quietly ; ; for if 


I made any ſtir, or dared ſo much as once to look back, he 


| had fiye accomplices in the field, and I would certainly 
| be a dead man. After he was committed to Newgate, I 
went to him, and deſired him to let me have my frock a- 
gain. He told me, that he could not let me have it then, 
but if I would come another day, he did not know what he 
might do. | 


The jury found um guilty. Death. 
An Account of William Burk. 


William Burk was brought up at the charity-ſchoo! in St. 
Catherine s, near the Tower; for his parents were ſo poot 
that they could not pay for his 3 T be natural per- 
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verſeneſs of his temper. was conſiderably improved by the 


fooliſh fondneſs of his mother, who humoured him in every 


thing that lay in her power. So much indulgence at home, 
made him think the diſcipline of the ſchool an intoletable ſeve- 


rity; and, indeed his untowardly diſpoſition made it neceſſary 


for his maſter to treat hin leſs favourably than the reſt of the 
boys. However, with much ado, he continued going to thi 
ſchool till he was eleven years old ; but, then having played 
ſome uncommon pranks, for which he was rewarded with- a 
more than uſual correction, he reſolved to run away at all 
events. And, accordingly next morning, inſtead of going 
to ſchool,” he went to the water-ſide, to try if he could get 
a place on board ſome ſhip. At laſt he met with a man who 
conducted him to captain Hoſier; a bargain was ſoon made, 
and Will, was immediately carried down to the Nore, and 


0 put on board the Saliſpury man of war. 
His mother was half diſtracted for the loſs wy her ſon ; but 


hearing where he was, the followed him, and uſed her utmoſt 


endeavours to bring him away; but Will. was inexorable, 


and ſwore he would never go back with her. 

In about a fortnight they ſailed for Jamaica; and by the 
way, (it being in the latter part of queen Ann's wars) they 
took two Spanifh galleons, The firſt engagement was long 
and bloody; and as Will. was forced to buftle about in the 
midſt of it, he received ſome hurt; but not ſo much as to diſ- 
able him. The other victory was gained more eaſily ; for, tho 


the galleon carried 74 braſs guns, and 650 men, the Saliſbury, | 
which was but a 60 gun ſhip, took her without the loſs of 


one man. There was a woman indeed (and the only one they 
had on board) who would needs peep out to ſee the fight; 


but her curioſity coſt her dear; for a chain- ſhot immed:- 


ately took off her head and ſhoulders. The common ſailors 


had 15]. a- piece for their ſhares of the prize- money; but a- 
mong the officers, the dividend was ſo conſiderable, that they 


had no occaſion to go to ſea again. 

Burk continued three years in the Weſt-Indies, in which 
time, as he was a very diligent youth, he took all opportu- 
nities of pilfering any thin; that came in his way, if it was 
not too heavy for him. This, of all employ ments, was what 
he moſt delighted in; for he would beſtow more pains to ſteal 
wha was not worth 2d. than was neceſſary to earn a ſhilling 


- | Aw | 
There was a woman in Jamaica who hope: a tavern : ſhe 
had been tranſported from Newgate ſeveral years before; but 


was now grown rich 0 —— a * who ſoon left 
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her a widow ; ſhe wanted a white ſervant, and prevailed with 
the captain to let Will. be with her, to wait upon her cuſtom- 
ers, during the time he ſtaid in Jamaica. 

Thieving excepted, there was no buſineſs more agreeable to 
Burk than this, and he might have continued in it a conſiderable 
time, if he could but have been honeſt ; but that was too hard 
a taſk for him; he could not forbear ſinking the cole upon 


| his miſtreſs: but as ſhe was a knowing wom n, ſhe ſoon de- 


tected him. This was the firſt time he had been caught in 
his roguery, and, being terribly afraid of a ſevere puniſhment, 
he fell on his knees, and begged her to forgive him, and not 


to acquaint his captain with It. She (who had often been in 


the like caſe herſelf) knew not how to deny his requeſt ; but, 


as her own experience had taught her, that promiſes of re- 


formation are but little to be depended on, ſhe could not truſt 


him in her houſe any longer. 


But however, Burk upon this eſcape began to think of liv- 
ing honeſtly, and, ſhipping himſelf on board a merchant-man, 


made a voyage to Maryland. A merchant there, who had a 
large plantation, and beſides kept a ſtorehouſe of Engliſh goods, 


offered to take him for a ſervant, and give him twelve pounds 
a year; but the captain would not conſent to it. 

His next voyage was to the coaſt of Guinea and in this 
he went through great dangers and hardſhips ; ſeveral of his 
ſhip-mates were decoyed away, and murdered by the natives, 


and he himſelf eſcaped but narrowly. In returning home- 


ward, their ſhip was much damaged by ſtreſs of weather; ſo 
that they were near five months in performing a voyage which 
otherwiſe they expected to have made in two. In the mean 
time they were almoſt famiſhed with hunger; for their pro- 


viſions were ſo near expended, that each man would eat at a 


mouthful, all that was allowed him for forty-eight hours. 
Thus they fared till nothing was left but a ſmall quantity of 
flour, part of which, once in four days, was made into a 
kind of haſty-puddirig,, and divided in morſels among the 


ſhip's crew. And once or twice, before they arrived at Briſtol, 


they were forced to faſt five days together. 
But notwithſtanding this ill ſucceſs, Burk 3 upon 


another voyage in the Guinea trade. They had a great num- 
ber of negroes on board. Theſe, reſolving to ſtruggle for 


that liberty, which no man had a right to take from thein, 


formed a conſpiracy to make themſelves maſters of the ſhip ; 
but being betrayed by one of their own nation, their deſign 


miſcarried; though it was not without much difficulty that 


the E ogliſh nnn them. 
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Burt returning again to England, entered himſelf in the 
Worceſter man of war, and ſailed up the Baltick, and after- 


wards to Archangel, in the north of Ruſſia, In theſe voyages 


he ſoffered much by the extremity of the cold, and by many 
other hardſhips, which he was forced to endure, before he 
landed again in his native country. 


Being now quite weary of a ſea-faring life, and unwilling - 


to work on ſhore, he applied himſelf to robbing paſſengers in 
or near Stepney fields: but if what he ſaid of himſelf may be 


eredited, he did not continue long in this courſe ; for, in com- 


mitting the fourth fact, he was apprehended. 


As the time of his death drew near, he ſeemed more and 


more earneſt in his deyotions; but complained that certain 


perſons had endeavoured to perſuade him he ſhould be re- 


prieved, which might have provgd fatal to his welfare, had 
he given: credit to them. 

Being told of the cruelty of his heart, that could induce 
him to daſh out any man's brains, and ſend him into another 
world, unready and unprepared, he ſeveral times cried in a 


| EB manner, ſaying, if there was any mercy in ſtore 


or him, it muſt proceed from the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, his 


| ſaviour and redeemer. 


The + ſpeech of the malefaQor, at the place of execution, 
WE Was as follows, viz. | 


Cad People, 


1 WAS never concerned but in four robberies, which chief 

inducement was forced from me, for the anxious concern 
whith J bore to my wife. I deſire all young men to take 
warning by me, and not be concerned in women's company, 


it being the entire ruin of me; which, had I took the advice 


of my loving wife, I had not relapſed to this unhappy end: 
therefore I deſire that my unhappy misfortunes may be an 


entire ſatisfaction to the world, and not be > their total over- 


throw. 


He was s hanged at Tyburn, o on Monday, April 8, in the 
22d. year of kis * 


* 
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It appe rs from the following Trial, that Swindling has been 


long prattiſed, tho under a different Appellation: Marma- 
duke Davenport, Eſq; was equal in genius to our modern 
Swind ers. | ” ; | 


ALEXANDER DAY, alis MARMADUKE. 
DAVENPORT, Eſq; for Felony: and Frauds, 
April, 1722. | 55 8 1 


ALE XANDER DAY, alias Marmaduke Dav-n- 
port, Eſq; of St. Andrew's, Holborn, was indicted for 
ſtealing a parcel of gold and filver lace, value 551. the pro- 
perty of Thomas Graveſtock, on the 24th of Sept. 1722. 
He was a ſecond time indicted for a miſdemeanor, in de- 


frauding the ſaid Thomas Graveſtock of the ſaid lace. 


Mr, Grave/tock. On the 24th of September laſt, the pri- 
ſoner came to my ſhop in a very handſome mourning chariot, 
with a footman behind it, and ſaid he wanted a fort of lace. 
called Spaniſh point, for trimming for a ſuit of clothes; but 
that being a ſort of lace we don't uſually keep by us, becauſe 
we have no great demand for it, I was to get ſome made for 
him. However, he ſaid, he wanted ſome for preſent uſe, 
and looking over a conſiderable quantity, he at laſt fixed up- 
on the parcel in the indictment ; we agreed upon the price: 
the parcel came to 551. and was carried to his houſe in 
Queen's-Square, in Southwark, where he went by the name 
and title of Marmaduke Davenport, Eſq; This being deli- 
vered, he ſaid he wanted a great deal more, as much as would 
trim five liveries; but he could not tell the quantity, Ml 
he had conſulted his taylor, therefore I was to call again 
at his lodgings in two or three days, and accordingly I went 
on the 27th. As I was going along. I ſa the priſoner talk- 
ing very familiarly with Mr. Hinchliff, a mercer, I went on 
to the priſoner's lodgings, and he came thither ſoon after me. 
Among other diſcourſe, he talked of gold equipages, and 
ſhewed me one, which he ſaid, he was to make a preſent of 
to a lady, He opened a drawer, and pulled out a paper, 


which had ſilver lace and ſilver ſhoulder knots in it. The 


quantity was ſo large, that the liveries would have been as 
rich as the duke of Newcaſtle's. I was to furniſh him with 
what more lace he wanted, and then to bring in my bull and 
be paid; but next day he was gone off. > 
Mr. M.rkham. The priſoner came to my ſhop, and fixed 
; upon 
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upon a handſome gold equipage for a lady, value 50 l. which 
he deſired me to carry te his lodgings. I went with it myſelf, 
and found him at home ; he Inde me to drink a diſh of tea, 
which I did not refuſe. At the tea-table he told me, that he 
wanted a gold watch and chain, and ſeveral other things, and 


among the reſt, a gold chain for his ſquirrel ; and that 2s ſoon 


2» 1 bad. furniſhed him with all he had ſpoke for, he would pay 


me for the whole. The ſquirrel had then got a filver chain 


on; my curioſity led me to look upon his collar, and I was not 


a little ſurpriſed to find that it was one I had fold a lady about 


ſix months before. This gave me a little ſuſpicion of my 


*ſquire, and made me reſolve to examine into his character 


before I truſted him any farther. I went directly to the lady 
that had bought the collar of me, arid enquired the character 
of Marmaduke Dave: port, Eſq; ſhe aſſured me, ſhe could 


not recollect, that ſhe knew any ſuch perſon. Not know bim, 


Madam! ſays I, that's very ſtrange indeed! why, Madam, I 
have ſeen at his lodgings the collar of a ſquirrel, which I ſold 


your ladyſbip half a year ago. And then, giving her the beſt 


deſcription J could of the priſoner's perſon, ſhe ſaid—Now I 
know who you mean] His name is not Marmaduke Daven- 


port, but Alexander Day, and he is one of the greateſt bites 


and ſharpers about town. This was enough for me, I pre- 
ſently employed officers who arreſted MS, and ſo very MY 
recovered my gold equipage. 

' Ralth Greathead. The priſoner's man came to me, and 
enquired for a pair of good coach-horſes. I ſhewed him a 


pair. He went and brought his maſter (the priſoner) to ſee 
them. The maſter liked them very well, and aſked me the 


prige, which I told bim, and he ſaid, it was reaſonable enough. 
Then he defired me to furniſh him with a good coachman; 
for he had left his old coachman at his 8 ſcat; but he 
would have a luſty man, that the old coachman's livery might 
fit. I accordingly procured him a luſty coachman; but the 
livery being tried upon him, was rather too little. The *{quire 
pauſed a while, and then ſaid, Weil, I'll &en ſend for my 
own coachman out of the country. But his man Lewis afluring 


bim, that the livery might be let out for a ſmall charge, the 


motion vas agreed to, and the thing was done: and, having 


procured a chariot, he touk the coachman and horſes into his 


ſervice. 


I was indeed a little doubtful of my *ſquire ; but I thought 
I ſhould ſoon learn ſometbing of him, by means of the coach- 
man, Who was a very honeſt fellow ; and, accordingly, the 


firſt night after he had dern out with the coach, I aſkgd him 
to 
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to what places he drove his maſter? He told me the firſt 


place he drove to was the duke of Montague's, the next to 


Mr. Law's in Hanover-ſquare, and from thence to a coffee- 


| houſe in Covent-Garden. This I thought pretty well, and I 


was ſatisfied : but, after the ſquire had had the horſes about 
nine days, he ordered the coachman to drive to a tavern in Red- 
Lion-ſquare ; ; he alighted at the door, went in, and called for 


half a pint of mountain, which he drank at the bar, and then 


told the bar-keeper, that ſome gentlemen had appointed 
to ſup there that night; but as none of them were yet 


come, he would ſtep a little way, and be back again in 


two or three minutes; and ſo, without paying for the wine, 


he went out at the back door, and they heard no more of 
him till be was apprehended. The coachman having waited 
till he was quite out of patience, drove home to my houſe, and 


told me how he had loſt his mater. When he had made an end 
of his ſtory, I was well enough pleaſed with having my horſes 
gain. And the chariot was ſoon after claimed by the right 
owner. | | | 

Alexander Day was a third time indicted for a miſdemeanor, 
in defrauding Samuel Scrimpſhaw of 72 ells of Holland, and 
ſeveral pieces of cambrick, value 481. Dec. 28. 

Mr. Scrimpfhato, The priſoner came to my ſhop in his 
chariot, with a footman behind it, and bought the goods in 
the name of Marmaduke Davenport, Eſq; He was to have 


another parcel the next day, and then I was to be paid for the 


whole—but when the next ny came, the ſquire was not to be 


found. 


He was a fourth time indicted for defrauding George Kend- 
rick of 251b. of Congo, and other tea, to the value of 26 1. 
Mr. Kendrick. The priſoner's man came to me for ſamples 
of tea, and afterwards brought orders for 25 15. of Congo and 
other tea. I put up the goods, and carried them to his lodg- 
ings. The ſquire was at home, and ſpoke to me for a parcel 


of another ſort of tea, and ſaid, as ſoon as I ſent it in, he 


would order his ſteward to pay me fer both; but, before the 
ſecond parcel was ſent, the ſquire had removed his lodgings, 


and I could neither had him nor his ſteward to pay me for the 


firſt. 
He was a fifth time indicted for ſtealing 23 yards and a half 


of rich brocade, value 261. 15 yards of cherry powdered 
7 and 15 yards of white paduſoy, value 81. the goods 


Hinchliffe and company, September 28. 
fle was a ſixth time indicted for SGT Mr. Hinchliffe 


and company of tc faid goods. 
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Mr. Hinchlj Fe. 1 was not at home when the priſoner cal- 
Jed at my ſhop ; but, I heard as ſoon as I came in, that ore 
Marmaduke Davenport, Eſq; had been there in his chariot, 
and left word for me to come to his lodgings in Queen's-ſquare. 
T went to the place, and found a chariot ſtanding at the door. 
A ſervant went in to tell the ſquire of my coming, and, in 
the mean time, I had a little talk with the ſquire's landlady, 
and ſhe told me, that he was a Yorkſhire gentleman. The 
ſootman then returning introduced me to his maſter x. and, af- 
ter ſome diſcourſe about a pack of- dogs, and other affairs of 

little importance, we came to the grand buſineſs. He let me 
know that he wanted a conſiderable quantity of fuch and ſuch. 
rich ſilks, and deſired me to ſend him ſeveral pieces, that he 
might fee which he liked beſt. But, upon my telling him, he 
might much better pleaſe himſelf at my ſhop, where I had a 
great variety, than by having a few pieces ſent to his lodgings ; 
he agreed to go, and ſo took me with him in his chariot. 

As we went along he talked much of his father, Sir Mar- 
maduke, and feveral perſons of diſtinction; he ſaid he was 
about to marry one of counſellor Ward's daughters, and was. 
therefore going to furniſh a houſe in town, for which he ſhould 

want a large quantity of mercery goods. 

eing come to my ſhop, he looked upon a narceb of rich 
 -damaſks for bedding and hangings, to the value of near 1000 l. 
J told him, that the ladies wc:e generally thought to be moſt 
_ Akilfu] in chuſing ſuch things, and aſked him if he had no lady 
of his acquaintance to affiſt him? He ſaid, Yes, there was his 
kinſwoman, my lady. Davenport, and if I would ſend the 
ſilks to his lodgings, he would prevail with her to come thither 
and view them. However, he fixed upon a rich piece of 
- Brocade, and two pieces o paduſoy, (the goods mentioned in 
the indictment) and took them away with bim in his chariot. 

But, I was willing to have a little ſatisfaciion concerning 
my ſquire, before I truſted him with fo large a parcel as he had 
looked out ; and therefore, ſending; a ſervant to excuſe my 
delay in obfcrving his orders, I made enquiry at counſellor 
Ward's, and was infor med, that the counſellor had no daugh- 
ter going to he married; but, indeed, he had one daughter who 
was already married to one Mr. Davenport. This account 
prevented my fencing the reſt of the goods, and, going to look 
after my ſquire about the firſt parcel, he had made an elope- 
ment, and I could hear no more of him, till he was taken at 
Clapham, on ſuſpicion ef robbing the Briſtol mail. 

I was afterwards intormed, that the priſoner and Mr. Da- 
venport, who bad married the counſcller's daughter, accident- 
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SALLY SALISBURY, for an 125 AULT) * 163 885 
ally meeting at a coffee-houſe, the priſoner infavating him | 
EEE ſe'f into Mr. Davenport's acquaintance, and pretending to be N 


of the ſame name, and that their coats of arms were the ſame, 
he prevailed with him to call him couſin. 
+ Priſoner. 1 am far from denying that I had the goods, that: 
Al theſe gentlemen charge me with; but I never ſtole them. 
They were goeds | wanted. for my preſent occaſions. I bought 
them fairly; and with no other deſign than to pay for them ho- 
neſtly, which I ſhould have done, if I had not been diſap- 
painted.  Tthave now an eſtate of 2co l. a year in the: county 
of Durham, though indeed it is mortgaged for 1200 ll. | | 
Court. Have you any witneſſes to e this, or to 7 0 | | 1 
to. your reputation? 
| Priſoner. No, I expected Teveral, but none. hb them are 
come. 
Count, Sure, if you had been what you . to be, 
ſome of your friends would have taken the Frouble A. ne 
T hither on ſuch an occaſion as this! 2 n A +48! a 
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The; jury 2equitted "HA of the two o felonies and found him. 

WO of the four miſdemeanors. : 7 — | | 

#: .— 3 9 

FT besbett f him 2901 tag is, Po on Sch Aae 5 

{ ſontancad him to ftand twice in the pillory, once in Covent-: 5 = 

Garden, and once on Ludgate-Hill; to ſuffer two yeats im- _— 

priſonment, and to give 2. 8 5 for his E 18 re | - 
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ALLY SALISBURY, wa ent prrD- -- 
'B 0 N, fog. an Aſſault, with. an intent 10 aper * Hop. 1 85 5M 
"RTE I. F * Eq April, 1 172 


Þ Ek. 1722-3, the Lands jury for — Vun Mid- I ER C 
dleſex found a bill of indiftment againſt Sally, Saliſpury, fr E 
aſſaulting and wounding the Hon. Jen F, Eſqz with 
an intent to murder bim. on which indictment the was to as = 
been tried at the ſeſñions then held at Juſtice-Hall, in the Old- 
Bailey. But upon an affidavit made, that ſhe was ſick, and 
could not be brought down to her trial, without danger of her 
life, her trial was deferred till the next ſeflions-i in April, 1723, | 
to which time it was. | bxed by a ruls of court,—And, accord: DE 
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On Wednſiey, April 24, 1523, 


Sarah n alias Sally Saliſbury, was indicted, for that 
ſhe, on the 22d of December, 1722, in the gth year of his 
majeſty's reign, violently, and with malice fore - thought, 
upon the honourable J— F—, Eſq; made an aſſault, and 


with a knife, then held in her left band, ſtabbed him in the 


left part of his body, near the breaſt, and between the fourth 
and fifth rib, and thereby gave bim a wound of the length of 
one inch, and depth of three inches, of which wound he 
long Janguiſhed. | | 

And that in the manner - aforeſaid, ſhe ſtruck and wounded 
the ſaid honourable F. —, Eſq; with an intent to kill and 
murder him, againſt the peace of our ſovereign lord the king, 
his crown and dignity, and the ſtatute in that caſe made and 
provided. _ 
"The council for the king having opened the indictment, 
and charge againſt the prifoner, procecded to open the evi- 


| dence to this effect. 


That at the Three- tun tavern in Chandois-ftreet, i in Covent- 
garden, the priſoner came to Mr. F-—, and without receiv- 
ing the leaſt provocation from him, took up a. caſe-knife, 
and ſtabbed him in the breaſt, giving him + dangerous à 


wound, that, had it not been for the timely aſſiſtance of the 


ſurgeons, he bad then died; and notwithſtanding t their utmoſt 


| endeavours, his life was long deſpaired of. 


ofeph Thorp, the drawer. Mr. F came to my maſ- 
ter's houſe, the Three-tun tavern, in Chandois-ſtreet, Covent- 
garden, on the 22d of December, about twelve at night, 
He called for a, pint of mountain, and faid he was yery cold, 
and. wanted to warm himſelf. The laſt company being gone 
out of the houſe, except two or three grave gentlemen, who 
were drinking a glaſs of wine with my. maſter, in the room 
behind the bar; moſt of the family being gone to bed, and I 
myſelf a going, that I might riſe the ſooner'to bottle off ſome 
you that was to be ſent into the country next morning: I de- 

red Mr. F-— to excuſe my attendance ; but he telling me 

that he intended to ſtay no longer than to drink that one pint, 
J filled him a glaſs and went away. The company then go 


| Ing from behind! the bar, I went to Mrs. Ditton, the bar- 


keeper, told her that Mr. F— was cold, and there was 
but little fire in the room where he ſat, and deſired her to let 
Him come into that room behind the bar. She bid me tell the 
PO ET ng. * gen- 
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| entleman,- ſhe ſhquld take it as an honour if he would be 


pleaſed to let her have his company. 1 went to Mr. F—-—, 
and found him aſleep, with his cloak wrapped round him; 
but taking the liberty to awake him, I delivered Mrs. Ditton's 
meſſage, and he went into the bar-room where ſhe was. As 
1 was very inclinable to go to bed, I defired Mr. F— tg 
let me know if he had any further commands. He bid me 
fill him another glaſs, which I did, and he then telling . 
that he had no further commands, 1 went ta bed. 

About two in the morning the maid called me, and ſaid, 


Mrs. Salifbury (the priſoner) was come, and wanted a pint af -- 


Frontiniac. I aroſe, drew a pint, and carried it, with a French. 
roll and a knife, into the room where the priſoner was in com- 
pany with Mr. F. I filled her a glaſs, and then ſhut- 


ting the door, I retired toward the fire. Some diſcourſe paſt 
betwixt them about ap opera ticket, which,” as I apprehended, 
Mr. F-— had given to ſome perſon without the priſoner's 
knowledge; but as I could not diſtinctiy hear all they ſaid, 


I did not thoroughly underſtand the matter. Mr. F- 
was then fitting open-breaſted clcſe by the priſoner ; ſhe had 


in her hand the knife that I had brought in with the French 


roll.— It is uſual to carry a knife with a roll. — And as they 


were talking about this opera ticket, ſhe made a motion 
with her hand, like a puſh, at Mr. &—: I did not preſently 
know what was done; but he riſing up, clapped his hand upon 


his, breaſt. and ſaid, madam, you have wounded me ! hearing 


that, I ſtept up to him and took off bis hand, and ſaw the 


blood run out, upon which I went immediately and fetched * a 
ſurgeon. Somebody elſe called Mr. Colthart, and upon his 
coming, the priſoner ſatisfied the other ſurgeon” for his trou- 
ble, and defired Mr. Coltbart to dreſs Mr. F—, Mr. Colt- 


hart probed the wound, and then cut it a little moe open. 


The priſoner ſeeing that, ſhrieked out, and ſaid, O Lord? 
What are you doing? and then fell into fits. In a little time 
e recovered, and the ſurgeon, going to dreſs the waund, the 


| went out of the room, but. came in again before he had dane, 


and aſked Mr. F—, how. he did? And what he would have? 


He anſwered, very bad, and worſe than you imagine. She 
replied, Jackey, you are not ſo bad as. you think for. We 


happened to have in the houſe a little broth that was made for 


my maſter: it was brought to Mr. F —, and he drank ſome 


of. it, The priſoner going towards the kitchen, I heard her 
ſay, I will make the caſe better than it is to Mr. F—, becauſe 
he i is much diſpirited. 


There was a pint or two more of Frontiniac : drank | in. his 


company, 
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company. but I think Mr. F— drank none of it. Then two 


chairs were called, one for him, and the other for the priſon- 
er, and they went away together; but whether or no they 
went to his lodgings, I cannot tell, for 1 did not hear the or- 
cers given to the chairmen. 


The King's Council, Was not there a glaſs of wine thrown | 


in ſomebody's face, before Mr. F— was wounded? 

| Thorp. There was.—The priſoner threw it into Mes. Dar- 
8 5 

K. Council. For what reafor | ? | 

Thorp. An opera ticket had been given to the wr 8 
fiſer, — It was ſuppoſed that Mr. F— gave it her. —!t ſeems 
Mrs Darby knew of this, but did not acquaint the priſoner 
_ with it; and therefore the 8 threw the wine in her 
Aare. 

AK. Council. 55 what remper was Mr. * „ at the time 
the wound was given? | 
'  Therp. In a very good temper. 

K. Council, And in what humour did the e appear 
to be? 

Thorp. She ſeemed to be very angry.— They were talk- 
ing about an opera ticket, and upon Mr. F—'s faying, I gave 
it! the blow was immediately ſtruck. | 

Mrs. Ditton. Mr. F— came to our houſe about twelve 
at night, and in about a quarter of an hour afterwards, the 
| iſoner nd her ſiſter, and another woman more, came in 2 
coach. Mr. F— ſaluted the priſoner when ſhe firſt came in, 
and ſhe called for a pint of Fr rontiniac. The drawer being a- 


bed, the maid called him up*. He drew the wine, filled out 


A 81865 and gave it to the priſoner to drink to Mr. F—. I 


having been at the opera, the priſoner aſked me, if I had ever 


ſeen the king before, and how I liked him? I anſwered that 


I had never ſeen hin before, and that I liked him very well. 
Then ſhe aſked me, who it was that gave her ſiſter the opera 


ticket? I believe, fays I, Mrs. Darby can tell you; and 
with that fhe threw a olaſs of wine in Mrs, Darby's face. 


J ſuppoſe it was becauſe Mrs. Darby bad not told her who it 


was that had given the ticket to her fiſter, The priſoner 
zſked me next, if I did not ſee a certain gentleman at the opera, 


F faid, yes. And did not he come to my et, ad talk to 


5 fays me. 2 anſwered, no, he did not. 


Ihe drawer Far ore he was called up about two o clock; but according to 
this evidence, it was belorc once. 


The 


YES . ̃²— DEER 1 ww 8 hal. wn ads a rs wh, „ 
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The Priſoners Cruncil. Do not you think that Mrs. Sa- 
lilbury apprehended that this gentleman had ſome deſign upon 
her ſiſter? | 


Mrs. Dittov. I believe ſhe thought ſo, and that was the 


reaſon ſhe did what ſhe did. * 


K. Council. And what was that ? 
Mrs. Ditton. Some words paſt between her and Mr. F—, 
about an opera ticket; but, as I was on the other ſide of the 


room, I could not hear diſtinctly all that was faid. Two o- 


ther perſons were in the room, but the priſoner and Mr. F— 


were fitting together, and ſhe had the knife in her hand, and 


in the diſcourſe, upon Mr. F—'s ſaying, he gave it, 1 faw 
the motion of her hand towards him, though the motion was 


ſo very quick, that I did not ſee the blow given; but as ſoon 


as I perceived that he was wounded, I went immediately for 
a ſurgeon. The ſurgeon came and' dreſſed the wound, and 
while it was dreſſing, the priſoner. went out of the room. 
After the wound was dreſt, the priſoner came into the room 
again. Mr. F. complain ing of the pain of the wound, 
ſhe ſaid to him, Jacky, do you forgive me? and he anſwer- 


ed, Yes, I do, and can die with pleaſure by your hand. Then 


lays ſhe, if you do forgive me, come and ſalute me ; and'he 


did as ſhe deſired. And when he was going away, the ſaid 


the would go bag with him, and take care of him. | 
Mr. Colthart, the ſurgeon. About four o'clock in the 
morning I was called up to aſſiſt a gentleman who was 
wounded at the Three-tun tavern, When I came there 1 
found Mr. F— fitting in a chair, with his head leaning 
backwards. His pulfe was very low, and he fetched his breath, 
with great difficulty. I fpoke to him about his breathing, and 
he ſaid he could hardly breathe at all. The wound was be- 


- 


tween the third and fourth rib. He bled inwardly, and there- 


fore I took an inftrument to dilate the wound, that the blood 
might diſcharge” itſelf outwardly. The oriſoner upon that 


 fhrieked owt, and ſaid, for God's fake do not cut him! I an- 
fwered, I am going to ſave his life. Then ſhe fainted and 


fell upon the floor. When I had dreſt him, ſhe called me, 


and aſked me what 1 thought of the wound? 1 told her it | 


was a dangerous one, and more dangerous than the might ap- 
prehend. "Shg anſwered, I was the perſon that gave it; and 
if he dies, I do not defire to live a minute longer. And then 
turning to the gentleman, ſhe ſaid, Mr. F—, you have had 
a cold hid two or three days, and if you bleed a little, ic 

wil! be the better for it. Next morning I went to Mr, F —s 


abambers; the priſoner was chere; and vpon my telling hee 
| he 
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the wound was dangerous, ſhe deſired to have the advice and 


aſſiſtance of other ſurgeons. And accordingly ſhe ſent for 
Mr. Palmer. After this the lord F „out of a tender con- 


cern for his brother, ſent for Dr. Mead, Mr. Bouſſiere, and 


Mr. Green. But notwithſtanding all the care and art that 


could be uſed, Mr. F— lay in a dangerous condition for two 


| months. 


— 


friendſhip, which, by ſome affront or miſunderſtanding, has 


The Priſmer's Council, We Thall not take up the time of 


the court, by endeavouring to prove (in contradiction to what 


has been ſworn) that the priſoner did not aſſault and wound 


the proſecutor : we will grant that ſhe did. But then, as to 
that part of the indictment, which charges her with wounding 


him with malice prepenſe, and with a delign to kill and mur- 
der him, we apprehend there has been no proof. The fact ap- 


pears to have been committed in a ſudden itart of paſſion, when 
ſhe knew not what ſhe did. She had then a great concern 
upon her mind for the honout of her ſiſter, whom ſhe had 


virtuouſly educated, and whoſe. virtue, ſhe apprehended, was 


in danger of being attacked; 3 as appears from her enquiring if 
a certain gentleman had not been with her ſiſter at the opera: 
and, at the ſame time imagining that the opeta ticket had 

been given to her ſiſter by Mr. F. „to put her in the way 
of being ſeduced by that centleman., Her reſentment of this 


hurried rer on to an action, which otherwiſe ſhe would have 


loft her life, rather than have been guilty of. 
But that ſhe had no malice, no deſign by that act, to kill or 
murder the proſecutor, appears by ber immediate ſorrow, by 
her tenderneſs and concern for him after the unhappy blow 
was given. It even app-ars, that the proſecutor himſelf had 
no thought of her having any ſuch deſign, when he ſo freely 
and readily forgave her. And further, we can call feveral 
witneſſes to prove, that there had been for a conſiderable time 
a friendthip and intimacy between them. 

King's Council. You may ſpare yourſelves that trouble ; 


for if we allow that there was a preceding intimacy, and whit 


You call friendſhip between them, it will be but of little fer- 
vice to the priſoner. There are too many inftances of real 


deen turned to the greateſt enmity, and produced the moſt fa- 
tal conſequences. But perſons of the priſoner's character can 


ſcarce be ſuppoted to be capable of a ſincere friendſhip. 


As to the pretenced provocation, her apprehenſion of her 


ſiſter's honour being in dang 


the proſecutor's hay ing sir en her any occaſion on that account. 
| Beſides, 


er, by which that, ſudden ſtart of 
pPaſſion (as you call it) was raiſed, there has been no proof of 


1 
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Bcſ des, the pretence will by no means agree with the priſoner's 
known character, nor perhaps with her ſiſter's neither. - 
By for the concern ſhe ſhewed, after the commiſſion of the 
Ed, it is very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, it was'on her own ac- 
count, and not on his; ſor, had he died of that wound, ſhe 
| well enough knew, what the conſequence would have been. 
| $hecknew that het own life muſt have made fatisfaQtion (as far 
23 it could). for the loſs of his. | 
Mr. , it ſeems, - readily forgave 5 This indeed 
Mewed the goodneſs of his temper ; but it is little ſign of the 


goodneſs of er's. L's no argument for clearing her from a 1 
| malicious intent to murder him ; and is ſo far from extenu- p 
| A Wing,” that it aggravires her offence i in uſing ſuch a gentlemas 1 
with ſuch darbarity, 3 
If Mr. F.— had unſbeturistely died of the . he gare * 
| him, as there was too much reaſon to believe he would, this, 4 
„ in the dye of the law, could have been no leſs than murder ; 4 
| for ſhe had not received the [eaſt provocation. Murder always . 
implies malice prepenſe, and a deſign to kill; and therefore 1 
the giving that dangerous wound, without provocation, can- 1 
not be deemed to be done otherwiſe; than with ſuch malice; 1 
and ſuch a deſign,” though the gentleman bad the happi- | 
En neſs to ſurvive it; for the conſequence of an ee cannot al- [ 
. ter the l e of the mind, er La e e e | % 
; mY 
The j jury found her guilty of afſoulting nd wodddin the F 
| proſecntor z but acquitted her of Tn it with ins intent to 5 
: 3 him. 2 . | 1 5 BY. 
| The court enced her: ner by we nnd 10 ae 3 
b year's impriſonmgat, and to find. angus. for her n Dehart 1 
| but for two years more. rf | =. 
Sha d in Area on home! TY 1 17 23-43 ; and on the . 
. I4th of the ſame month, was buried at the pariſh of St. An- . 
. drew's, Holborn. She left behind her the character of the 1 
| moſt, eminent punk eee the Hungreds of D e cond 1 
| baaſd af. f F bucks 95! 
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THOMAS KTEñHOE the elde, Kh” of. Tonbyr in Bone 


brokeſhire, and Thomas Alas eee, his- Ms . 


r June, 723. a l HA eie ente 
AT. "the Enes held at. | Heveford, March 1 A235 
Thomas Athoe the elder, and Thomas Athoe the younger; 
who. by: a Habeas Corpus were brought thither-from. em- 
brob eſnite, were indicted; for. the murder of George Mer- 
chant, by beating and kicking him on the head, Kaus brbaſt, 
aud privy members, and thereby giving: him ſeveral mortal 


wounds and bruiſes, on the 236 of n PEE ae of - 


which he died the Tame Cay. dne 
\ They were a ſecond time indicted! on the coroner 'sinqui- 
ſatin, for the ſaid murder. . 17 28 eff 


The ; principal; witneſs againſt; the: ene ante 
Merchant, the deceaſed's brother. They had uſed him in 
ſo barbarous 2 manner, that at the time of the trial, though 
it: was four months aſterwards, he was in ſo weak a con- 


dition that he could inot ſtand, aud therefore the court per- 


b ung! © e e t bat 
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The Evidence againſt the priſons rout to azhis Effects: 


On the 236 of November, 172253 a. fair being that! day 
beink at Tenby, in Pembrokeſhire, the priſoners: came thither 
to ſell ſome cattle, and there they met. with the deceaſed," 


George Merchant, and his brother Thomas Merchant. A 
quarrel ariſing, young Athoe and the deceaſed fell to fighting; 


but the deceaſed had, the advantage, and. bent young Athoe: 
Upon this, old Athoe was adviſed by ſame ꝓtttifogger tochring 
an action againſt the deceaſed ; but he anſwered, No, no, 
we wilt not; take the law, but wa will, pay: thee. n 
coin. 51 ; dt I 111 * + iv #833 Nn DT! ; TH 4 * 

The fair breaking up between teni and eleven abs ight, the 
deceaſed and his brother. left the town. The priſoners: went 
to the i inn, where the two brothers had taken horſe, and en- 


quired which way they were gone. The oftfer giving them 


the beſt information he could, they mounted and followed 
them directly. The brothers ſtopped on the road, at a place 


Called Holloway's- Water, to let their horſes drink. Preſently 


they Heard a trampling of other horſes behind them; #nd 


turning about, ſaw two men on horſeback at a little diſtance, 


but the night was ſo _ that they could. not diſcern who 
| | | they. 


een 101 ee. 
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| they were ; though they were not long in ausbt, for they 


eard old Athoe's voice. This put chem under ſtrong appre : 
heuſioNs- that ſome miſchief: was intended; for old Athoe, 


when he was at the fair, had threatened a ſevere revenge, 


and therefore, to preuent it, they endeavoured to conceal 


themſelves behind the bridge, but the ſplaſhing of their 
| horſes diſcovered them. The priſoners coming up with 
great ſticks, I owe thee a. paſs, and now thou ſhalt have it, 
ſaid young: Athoe to the deceaſed, and knocked bim off 
his horſe. Thomas Merchant was ſerved in the like man- 


ner by old Athoe, whe at che fame time cried out, Kill 


the dogs! kill the dogs! the brothers begged them für 


God's ſake to ſpares their: * bat the prifoners bad ho re- 


gard to their cries. Old Athoe fell upon 1 Merchant, 


beating him in a terrible manner, and taking faſt hold of his 
privities, pulled and ſqueezed him to ſuch a violent degree, 
that had he continued ſo doing a few minutes longer, it had 
been impoſſible for the poor mam to have ſurvived it. The 
pain he ſuffered is paſt expreſſion, and yet it fell ſhort 


of what his brother endured. Young Athoe, when he had 
tired himſelf with beating him, ſeized him by the privy mem- 


bers, and · tore out one of his teſticles; and calling to his fa- 


ther, ſaid, Now I have done George Merchant's bufineſs 1 


This horrible action occaſioned a vaſt effuſion of blood : 


but young Athoe's revenge was not yet glutted, for catching 
hoid of the deceaſed's noſe with his teeth, he bit it quite off, 
and afterwards tied a handkerchief fo tight about his neck, 
chat the fleſh almoſ covered it. The laſt words the deceaſed 
was heard to ſay were, Don't bite my noſe off. He lived 


a few hours in the. moſt ene agony imaginable, and then 
expired. 


When his body was examined by the ſurgeons, they de- 8 
clared, that by the bruiſes they found upon him, they be- 


lieved the blows he received wers alone ſufficient to habe 


killed fix or ſeven men. He had twenty-two bruiſes oh - 
his back, three grest ones on his bead, ard two as his 


breaſt.” 


The j jury found: a ſpecial verdict, upon which the caſe was 


referred to the determination of the whole bench of judges} _ 
and the priſoners: were brought up to London, and committed 


0 the King's- Bench priſon in „ where they lay till 


— ; 


The Forming in thele: Helo fail, thay they were ow 5 
. faulted upon the road by the brothers, who had long borne 

them a grudge ; and that what they did "Was in their own doe 
fen: | 
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Saturday, Jane 22, 1723, and then were carried up to the 
court of King's-Bench in Weſtminſter-Hall. 


In their motion for an arreſt of judgment at the King's 52 


| Beneh-Bar, the point of law debated was, Whether a mai 


can be tried for a fact in a county in which the fact was 


not committed. The queſtion was decided on . 


the act of parliament, which enacts, That all murders an 
robberies, committed in, on, or. about the borders of Wales, 


Thall be uiadle in any county in England, whire the criminal | 


ſhall be taken: 
f Young Athoe matte fome eriflng excuſes i in behalf of his 


| father. © | 
Then the court a to W and both the pri- 


1 received ſentence of Death. urge which they” were 
carried back to the King Bench priſon. . 


A Zecount f TOMAs Saas the Father, and Ta HOMAS 


a Arnon the Sen. 


Thomas 15 the elder was 1 at dw os three 
miles from Mannerbeer, in the county 6f Pembroke, in 
the principality of Wales. Mannerbeer was the place of 
his laſt ' habitation, before the murder was committed. 


He rented there upwards of a hundred-a' year, and lived, 


as. he ſaid, in good repute for the fpace of twenty-four 
years, In the. year 1721, and part of the year 1722, 
he ſerved the office of mayor in the corporation of Tenby; 
which town is two miles from Mannetbeer, and ſix from 


Pembroke, and is joined with Pembroke in the privilege of 


electing one burgeſs to ſerve in parliament. 


His family conſiſted of a wife and two children. His < | 


cond child was Thomas 'Athoe' the younger, © who was born 


- -In thepariſh of Mannerbeer. He always lived wi h his fa- 

ther, -who- had brought him up to huſbandry and. prazing. 
In the time of the old man's e this ſon of bis ſerved 

EE bailiff of Tenby. x7: ao07 - BY 

 » George — the murdered e and Thame 
Merchant his brother, were nephews; by the moth r's fide, 
to Athoe the eJder'; for their father, John Merchant, a buſ- 
bendman in the ſame pariſh of Mannerbeer, warried old | 


Athoe's ſiſter. «© 3 + 
After the murder was committed young Athoe was ſent 


to Ireland: but thoſe who were concerned in'ſending him 
were ſoon obliged to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to get him 
back cake and by ou r they ſucceeded, | 


b 


Az | 
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As to the behaviour of the father and fon in the King's- 


Bench priſon, and at the place of execution, take it in de | 
words of Mr, Thomas Dycbe, the e of that ak 


bon. 


Fe. I preſſed them both very 3 to 1 an open 
and full confeſſion of the crimes whereof they ſtood con- 


victed. 


% In all my ' viſuio s of the priſoners, I found the ſpirit 
of devotion always upon. them : they behaved. themſelves 
with that temper, gravity and ' tenderneſs, which be- 
tame them, and employed their time very much in read- 


ing of ſuch books as were ſuitable ! to their melancholy Cir- 


cumſtances. | 
„They expreſſed abundance of ſeeming penitence, praying 
earneſtly, and declaring that they were in charity with all the 


world. 
Fog However, they pretended that they! had been injured by 


the Merchants : 
„ Firſt, In their detaining an eſtate from chem, | 
66 Secondly, 1 hat they, the Merchants, had beugte 


ſome cattle GR of their hands at Weſton fair, October 28, 


4 4 


1721. 


%% Tae That the Merchants had oppoſed their elections: 
and, 
"20M Fourthly, That Mr. George Merchant, the murdered 


rſon, had married a ſweet-heart of young Athoe's. 
Now, adinitting all theſe pleas of the Athoes to be 
true, will 20 juſtify the crying ſin of murder, when the 
Almighty has declared, that, e that theddeth man's blood, 


by man ſhall his blood' bo ſhed? * 


Pe. Thus, therefore, prompted by jealouſy and revenge, 


| theſe criminals committed this horrid fact, for which they have 
deſervedly ſuffered the juſtice of the law. 


« Tri the whole courſe of the proceedings againſt them, all 


the favours they defired were granted; notwithſtanding 


which the county of Pembrokeſhire, upon what grounds are 


unknown, took their part, as not believing the facts 


ſo bad as they were e proved to be upon the ſtrongeſt evi- 
dence. 


rule of court came down for their execution. After this they 
began to ſhew ſome ſizns of prevarication; for, I was al- 


ſured at the priſon, by the teſtimonies of ſeveral perſons, 


ey 4 denied ſome nn, which they had before owned: 


Particularly 


They buoyed up each other with hopes of life, till the 4 
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particularly the time of Mr. George Merchant's deceaſe, which 


was cloſe put to them by a Divine, the very morning of thelf 


execution. 

« Mr. Chapman, the turnkey, alſo aſſured me, that on 
Thurſday night they offered him a very conſiderable reward 
to be permitted to make their eſcape; but finding they could 


not prevail with him to break his truſt, they earneſtly deſired 
bim to attend them to the place of execution: and that he 
would take care their bodies might not hang longer ex- 


oſed to public view, than the time the law preſcribed. 


When they were tied up by the executioner, old Athoe 
covered his face firſt, and after be Was: turned off, he bled 


very much at the noſe. __ 
« On Friday the 5th of July, 1723 about 11 o'clock 
in the morning, they were conveyed in à cart to the place of 


execution. . When they came to the fatal tree, they behaved 


themſelves in a yety decent manner, embracing each other in 
the moſt tender and affectionate manner; and indeed the ſon's 
biding his face bedewed with tears, in his father's boſom, 


ny. 8 the ' barharous action they had com- 


a very moving ſpectacle. 
is; 


hen. our devotions were finiſhed, the father kad : 


at he was innocent of the crime laid to hig charge, and 


that: he had not lifted up his hand againſt George Merehant, | 


the deceaſed. 
The fon declared, T bat he had no premeditated ma- 


lice againſt George Merchant, the deceaſed ; but that being 


affaulted, what he did was in his own defence 3 ; that the de- 


ceaſed having no hair upon his head to get hold of, the da- 
mage he received | muſt "be 
tied about his neck i in two knots. And. be ſhewed the ſpec- 


by his handkerchief, which was 


tators, by: pointing to his own neck, in what mantſer he 
throttled him. 


On Friday, Juha 28, the priſoners received the een 


with great reverence and devotion; and early in the nen | 


beſore their execution they did the ſame. 

They begged of all good people to take warning hy 
their ignominious death. They had ſome time allowed to 
their private devotions, and then the cart drew away, they 


All the while crying out, Lord have mercy upon us 
There were two other divines with me to aſſiſt upon this 


occaſion. The two Athoes were brought. from the place of 


execution in two hearſes to the Falcon- Inn in Southwark, 
in order, as Was ds to be buried in St. George s church- 


Ola 
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ld Achbe was. about: 58 years of age, and his ſon 


wanted but one tg of yuug 24 ee at 2 — hy Un | 


| deaths. 


They were executed at a place called St. Thwmas's _ 
Wacering, a little W Street in Surry | 
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WILLIAM Duck, ind JAuESG BUTLER, br Ke 
| beries, July, 1723. nh Spe | 


Winne Duck, and. James Butler, of Sk. Martin's. 


in the Fields, were indicted: for afuulting John Holms 


on the high-way, putting him in fear; and tak 25 from him a | 


handketchief, a flecl ſeal, a hat, value, 108. 
mg. ey April. 29, 1723 
o this indictment James Butler pleaded. We. I % 
| Nuce at firſt refuſed t be ee „ and deſired to, be examined 
in private; for as made ſeveral diſcoveries, he ſaid, 
he expected to be — 5 an evidence; but the N ad- 


2 e 


mitting bim, he was at laſt obliged to plead, and | pleaded 5 


not guilt 


ing towards me in the firſt field from London. The firſt man 
and the ſecond bebaved as if they had been drank, and ſa 
palled by me: the third man, which was John Dyer, came 
up, and clapped a piſtol; to my breaſt, and demanded. my 
money; upon which the other two, who had paſſed me, 
turned back, and took from me my hat, a handkerchief, a 

ſeal, and then went away; but Dyer ſtood over me with.a 


piſtol till they were gone a little diſtance, and then took 2 


eren. out of my fob; but endeavoured to excuſe himſelf and 


is companions, by telling me, that they were in great. nes 


ceſſity, or elſe they had not done as they did. 

| n Dyer. On the 27th. of laſt, April, I and, the. aol" 
| foners, and Joſeph, Rice, met the proſecutor in Chelſea - 
Fields; the priſoners ſtopped him *, and coming up, * 
a piſtol to his breaſt, Butler riſſed his pockets, and Duce 
took his hat; as for Rice he did nothing, for he was bardly 


amy) 0 to us before they had route the: PAIL 5 ben | | 


2 The proſecutor yore that the paſſed bim. 


: 0 a 


. ; TEN On the 27th of April, about ten at night, | 
was going f from London to Chelfea, I ſaw four men com- 
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they were gone off, I ſearched the profecutor's fob, and took t 
out a guinea, . and, theſe two, papers. 2 
Proſecutor. Theſe are my papers, and were taken from 4 
me at that time by John Dyer. BEE, : 
Dyer. Nie! and Butler fold-the hat in Holborn for four 
ſhillings and fix-pence; and Butler kept the ſeal. a week; 
but what he did with it afterwards I cannot tell. I gave 
 Duce half of the guinea that I took from the profecutor, q 
but Butler had no ſhare of it: Since this robbery we at- = 
tempted to rob Colonel Chudleigh's lady in ber coach in 
the King's-Road; but the patrole-guard coming up; we \ 
all made off except Rice; ind he was ſhot dead by one of p 
A % in or Wis 
Mr. Jones. Having heard of the atteinþt to rob Colonel ; 
 Chudleigh's lady, and what manner of perſons were con- 
derned in it, I thought I knew them by the deſcription ; for | 
= Thad apprebended.ſome ſuth perſons once before; So I went "4 
| to the houſe of Elizabeth Angier, who is William Duce's i 
| - fifter: there I found William Duce and John Dyer, one of 3 1 
| them had a piſtol,” and I think 6 . Dyer. I apprehended 
| them both, and carried them beforFuſtice Blackerby. - 
| © Jonathan Mild. I was with them before the juſtice, I 0 
| found that Duce and Dyer were aequainted; for they both f 
had got pumps on their feet, and the pumps were of ti 7 
0 fame make; whereupon J aſked them, if they did not make 2 
I * them at ſuch a houſe. I have known Will Duce from a 1 
= | boy. His mother came to me ſince he was apprehended t 
I 3 and ſaid that her ſon could make the greateſt difcover:es ; an „ 
If therefore, ſhe hoped I would get him to be an evidence. I -” 
li went to ſee him in Newgate, and there he himſelf deſired to t 
| be made an evidence, and was going to confeſs to me what * 
facts he had committed; but I would not let him proceed; p 
bl for fear I ſhould be called upon as a witneſs againſt him; and, t 
| as I told him, it was too late for him to expe& to be 1 
ö made an evidence, becauſe John Dyer had got the ſtart of 7 
| Duce. Lou lie like a villain as you are, for I never | : 
| offered to confeſs any thing to you, nor defired to. be an * 
| evidence; and I don't know how I ſhould, for I never was 1 
concerned in any robbery in my life F. And as for Dyer, tt 
1 never had any acquaintance with him, any further 
i Make is uſed in this place to fgnify to Real. But in the former 5 
 Knmtence, it means no more than ſhape or fafblon. | : 3 
1 Sure he ſorget what he laid before he plcaded. 6 te 


than b 


WILLIAM DUCE, Sc. for RoBBERIES. 177 


than as he lodged at my ſiſter's; I ſaw him there now 
and then. You, Mr, Evidence Let me aſk you one 
_ queſtion ? Pray, who was it that kified the proſecutor's hand 
at parting ? x | | 
Dyer. Why, it was J. is | 

Dusce. I would aſk the proſecutor the ſame queſtion. 


to raiſe the money with which we bought piſtols to go a rob- 
bing with. e 25 25 


5 | 2 | Juonaiban 


. 


Proſecutor, It was Dyer that made ſuch an offer; but 
whether he really did kiſs my hand or not, I am not cer- [91.4 
tain. „ | : i of 8 11 : 
Court to Duce. Your queſtion has done you no ſervice. 143 
Vour knowledge of this private circumſtance, which nei- #: 
ther Dyer nor Holms had mentioned before, is a ſtrong | 1 
preſumption that you were preſent when the robbery was Fay 
committed. | | | _ 
- William Duce and James Butler, of St. Pancras, were a fr 
ſecond time indicted for aſſaulting John Monk on the high- es 
way, putting him in fear, and taking from him twelve ſhil- 4.7 
lings on the third of May lat. „ 146 
To this indictment Butler pleaded guilty. | 4 
John Monk. J am a hackney-coachman: About ten in the —_ 
evening as I was driving from Hampſtead, at a little bridge bes- = 
tween Tottenham-Court and the turnpike three men met me. b 
The firft of them aſked me if I was hired? and if I was - 64 
going to London? And when I had anſwered him, another "1 
looked into the coach, bu finding nobody there, John Dyer, 3 
the third man, took hold of my horſe, and bid me ſtand, 1 
and deliver my money ! Stand and deliver, ſays I, Why, 1 
thoſe words are enough to hang a man. I gave half a crown _ 
to one of them, but it ſeems that did not ſatisfy them, for _- = 
the two others jumped up to the coach-box, and ſearched my | 3 
packets, and took nine ſhillings more from me; and while Wins 
they were a doing it, they ordered me not to look at them, . "8 
fo I cannot ſwear poſitively to any of them but the evidence, Bi 
Dyer. I told them it was very bard to take all my money mu 
from me, for 1 was but a poor man, and had been working 5 
for it all day. They told me it ſhould be money in my way $7 
another time, and ſo they took the number of my coach, $350 
which was 324, and then bidding me drive on, they went _ 
towards Hampſtead. „„ = 17 85 "FRE 
John Dyer. It was I and the priſoners that robbed this 13 
coachman, I held the horſe, the coachman gave the half- | 1 | 
crown to William Duce, Duce's ſiſter pawned her bed | Ft: 
10 | 
FR. 
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about fifteen months. During the time of his impriſonment, 


s WILLIAM DUCE, &c. for RonnkERIESs. 


. 22 depoſed as in the former trial, 

Vil iam Duce. I know nothing of this robbery, nor of 
any other. There is not a greater villain upon God's earth 
than Jonathan Wild ; he makes it his buſineſs to ſwear away 
boneſt men's lives for the ſake of the reward, and. that is what 


he gets his livelihood by. And as for John Dyer, it is well 


known that he has been an evidence before. Here's the ſeſ- 


| ions paper that proves it. And by the law of England, no 
man is to be twice admitted an evidence. 


Jonathan Mild. As to Dyer, it is true, he has been an 
evidence, but then he was a voluntary evidence, aud was not 


charged with any crime. 


Court. We know of no ſuch e as prohi ibits a man 


from being an evidence more than once. If the priſoner 
knows of any ſuch, he would do well to produce it. 


Duce. You may ſee what credit ougbe to be given to Dyer, 
by what he ſwore about robbing Mr. Holms. For Mr. Holms 
ſwore that Dyer ſtopped him firſt, but Dyer ſwore that we 
ſtopped Mr. Holms firſt. 

Court. There was a diſagreement as to that particular, 
and the court will take notice of it in ſumming up the evi- 
dence. 

James Butler, I have ded guilty to both the facts, 


and thrown myſelf upon the mercy of the court, but William 


Duce was not concerned in either of them. 

Juſtice Blackerby. When Butler was before me, he con- 
felled, that himſelf, Dyer, and Duce, were all concerned in 
theſe Tobþeries. I took his confeſſion in writing, and it is now 
in court. 


Court. Tt is not material as to Duce, for a priſoner's con- 
feſſion affects none but himſelf : it will not prove another per- 


ſon either guilty: or innocent. 


The jury found both the prifoners guilty of both indict- 
ments, Death. | 


4n Mae of William Duce and James Butler. 


" William Duce was in the 2 5th y year of his age at the time of 
| his death. He was born, at Wolverhampton. His education 


was very mean; he came up to London to ſeek his fortune, 
but ſoon run into the debt of one Allum, who arreſted 
him, and threw him into Newgate, where he was confined 
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he was very diligent in cultivating an acquaintance with moſt 
of the felons in the jail, and in le arning all the roguery rey 
could teach him. | 

Soon after his coming out of Newgate, he put in practice 
what had been taught him. 

In December 7:2, he and another (whom he would not 
name) ſtopped a gentleman in Chelſea Fields, and robbed him 
of three or four goineas. With two more ( whoſe names he 
wouid not mention) be robbed another perſon in St. James's- 
Park, and with John Dyer he robbed a man upon Tower-hill. 

In Tottenham-Court road, Duce, Dyer, and Rice, robbed 

a gentleman of a goid watch, which they did without any 
trouble, for the gentheinan was drunk, and had fell from his 
horſe. , 

The fifth fact of this kind which Puce was concerned in, 
was that of robbing Mr. Holms in Chelſea Fields. Duce de- 
clared, that Dyer cheated him and his other two companions, 
Rice and Butler, of their ſhares of the guinea and two-pence, 


which he took from Mr. Holms, notwithſtanding that Dyer 


ſwore at the trial, that he gave Butler half a guinea. 

Duce and two others, i in the road to Chelſea, robbed three 
men together ; but he knew not who they were, nor remem- 
bered what money was taken from them. 

In the ſame road he and Dyer robbed two men and a wo- 
man in a coach. Dyer abuſed one of the men extremely, 
and took away the woman's head cloaths. 

The laft robbery which be committed near London, was in 
company with Butler and Dyer, when they robbed the back- 


ney coachman in Hampſtead road. This was the ſecond fact 


that Duce and Butler were capitally convicted of, as we have 
ſeen in the laſt trial. Duce often ſaid, that neither himſelf 
nor Butler were willing to rob this coachman ; but that Dyer 
was reſolutely bent upon it, demanded the money, and took 
the half crown, and cheated: them of their ſhare, notwith- 
ſtanding what he ſwore upon the trial. 


And farther, that it was Dyer who contrived the deſign of 


robbing the lady Chudleigh in her coach, in attempting which 
Joſeph Rice was killed. 


The former robberies, and this attempt, had made it dan- 


gerous for them to ſtay longer in or about London ; and there- 
fore, joining in confederacy with Jack Meads, Ned Wade, 
Darker, alias Darking, and other thorough - paced 
rogues, they croſſed the country to Hampſhire, where they 
committed a great number of robberies, which were always 


attended with cruelty, and ſometimes with murder. 
2 2 
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Duce did not deny, that he joined with them in their bar- 
barities ; but he *"Gdeavoured to extenuate his guilt, by pre- 
tending, that the part he performed was not agreeable to his 
inclination, but he was frequently put upon it by his accom - 
plic s, Darking, Wade and Mead, who never thought them- 
ſelves ſecure without murdering thoſe they robbed, 

Their laſt barbarous action was by a wood- ſide in the Portſ- 
mouth road, where they fell upon one Mr. Bunch, dragged 


\ him into the wood, and ſtripped him naked. But not ſatis- 


fied with this, William Duce fired at his head, the ball paſſed 
through one of his jaws, and lodged in his mouth, They 
thought this had done his buſineſs, and were going to leave 
bim, but the man feeling the, bullet in his mouth, turned his 


face downward to let it drop out, Butler perceiving by this 


that he was not quite dead, begun to charge another piſtol to 
diſpatch him; upon which the poor man raiſed himſelf upon 
his knees, and with tears in his eyes begged for mercy, but 
finding the villain was implacable, he collected all his ſtrength, 
and ran for his life, and being better acquainted with the 
way through the wood than the rogues who purſued him, he 


happily made his eſcape, and raiſed a neighbouring village. 


Mead, Wade, Darking and Butler were apprehended, and 
ſent to Wincheſter gaol. The three former were tried, and 


condemned at the next aſſizes there, but Butler was removed 


to Newgate by a babeas' corpus, and was convicted (as we 


have ſeen) at the Old Bailey. 
The Choploin cles his Account l the fellowing Nota . 


N. B. Villiam "BY leſt a letter with the printer of. the 


dying ſpeeches, directed to the evidence, Dyer, wherein he 


forgave him, as he hoped forgiveneſs, exhorted him earneſtly 


to repentance, and made uſe of the beit perſuaſions he was 
maſter of, to bring him to reflect upon what was paſſed, and to 


did a final adieu to ſuch impious proceedings as they had been 


notoriouſly engaged in. And, 

To the ſame effect almoſt, he left another letter directed 
to one Mr. R. W. whoſe name he deſired might be conceal- 
ed, being (as he ſaid) fully convinced he would not be guilty 
any more of ſuch enormous practices, and that now his thame- 
ful death would effectually work a compleat conviction and 
reformation i in bim. 
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James BUTLER left a Pater behind him, ꝛubich is thus. intro 
N duced by the Ordinary. 

E following Confeffians J. Butler gave to a Priſoner in Ne- 
gate, who ſent them to me, witneſſed that is vas all figned by 


hin, vis. James Butler, 


& J was born in the pariſh of St. Ann, Soho, was put ap- 
prentice to a ſilverſmith, whom I left in tix months. I went 


to ſea, and was bound (being a boy) to Capt. Andrew Doug- 


las, commander of the Arundel man of war. Afterwards 1 
went to my father in France, ſoon left him, and went a voy» 
age to Boſton, in New-England, but ran away from Captain 
Stew. Powe], our commander, and went to New-York, from 
whence I ſailed out in the ſtation of a foremaſt man, on board 
the George ſloop, Capt. Abline commander. I ran away 
from the ſaid ſloop, and went to Martinico, and failed there 


in the ſtation of a linguiſt for the French tongue in a trading 


veſſel. Soon after, going in another; floop to cruize, I had a 
quarrel with the captain, and went to Jamaica, and lived there 


a year in quality of a clerk, but was then pteſſed on board his 


majeſty's ſhip Mary, Capt. Vernon, commander, belonged 
to it fifteen months, and was paid off at Portſmouth, Auguſt 
26, 1721. Jn | | e 
« Being ſoon after put into Newgate, ſwhen I got out, L got 
acquainted with John Dyer, William Duce, and Joſeph Rice, 


with whom on the 27th of April, 1723, I robbed in the fields 


near Chelſea: then we robbed two men in the road between 


that place and Buckingham Houſe ; then attempted to rob my 


lady Chudleigh's coach at the ſame place, in which action Jo- 


ſeph Rice was ſhot. We then robbed a coach in Tottenham- 
Court road, wherein were two men, a woman and a child, 


taking from them 10s. but John Dyer broke the woman's 
head with his piſtol, for her tongue, and carried away her head- 
cloaths. We then robbed a man in a coach on the Hampſtead 
road, and took from him 108. (e. | 

After this I went to a place called Wandſworth, and 


worked with one Cladins, a poor . honeſt man, till my wife 


was taken up, in order to make her diſcover where I was ; 
and hereupon ſhe was ſent to Clerkenwell-Bridewell, and 1 
was forced to leave my place, and return to robbing. . 


„Edward Wade, John Meads, Alexander Garnes, Chrif- 


topher Spigget, and myſelf, attacked four gentlemen on Graveſ- 
end road, and John Meads ſhot their ſervant in the breaſt. 
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The fame night we robbed a man, and the ſaid John Meads = 


ſhot him too in the breaſt, and ordering him to go to Graveſend, 
after mounted on his horſe, he turned his horſe the other way 


from whenc*® he came, and ſhot the man a ſecond time in the 


face, the bullet lodging in his neck, ſo that I hear he is dead. 


„We then went to Chiſwick, and ſtaid one night with 


John Meads's friends, and then went to get ſome ſupport. I 
having ſome money due to me from one Mr, Smith, but not 
having wherewith (through our extravagant living) to reach 


him, we about Farnham attacked the man whom I ſhot very 


fooliſhly through the cheek, who is ſince recovered. 


For theſe cruelties I beg of all men not to reflect upon any 


of my relations who are not guilty with me; in particular my 
wiſe, who, after I was married to her, hearing I had before 
been guilty of certain facts, begged daily of me to lead a ſober 
life: and alſo Mrs. Raddiſon, J return my laſt thanks to, who 


truſted me many pounds, and never would make any demands, 
left they ſhould drive me to any inconveniencies. I deſire 
that mercy of God which I refuſed to man. I make attone- 


Ment with my blood. : I die A Roman Catholic.“ 


Signed by me, in the preſence of w'tneſſes, | 


* 


James BUTLER, 


William Duce and James Butler were hanged at Tyburn, 


on Monday, Auguſt 5, 1723. 


ELIZABETH  ANGIER, for F ELONY; Auguſt, 1723. 


; ELIZABETH AN GIER, of St. Martin's in the Fields, 


vas indicted for ſtealing a coat, a u ig, and other goods, 
value 4l. the property of John Stulker, in the dwelling houſe 
of William Richards, March 31, 1723. | & 


hy « 


John $tulker, John Dyer hired a ledging, in which I had 


left my coat and wig, and ſome other odd things. There 
was a woman came after him, he ſaid ſhe was his ſiſter. They 


went away the next morning, and took my goods along 
 with.them. | Nog 


John Dyer. When I had taken this lodging, the priſoner 


aſked me if I had got nothing that was good in it. I told 


her there were ſuch and ſuch things; and upon that ſhe ſaid 
ſhe would come and help to fetch them away; and ſhe was 
; | - 8 a5 
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28 good as her word. She cunigd off the coat, and ſome other 
odd matters, and I took the wig. | 

Priſoner. I know nothing of the fact. 

Court. Have you any witneſſes ? 

Priſoner. Yes, here is one to my reputation. a 

Court to the Witneſs. What is the priſoner's general cha- 
raCter ? 


Witneſs. I know no harm of her. Te is true ſhe was a re- 
ceiver of ſtolen goods. | 


Court, And you think there was no harm in that ? 
Priſoner. I do not deny but J kept a bawdy houſe, and 
ſometimes a few odd things were left in my care; but then 


T never wronged man, wee or child. 


The Jury found her guilty to the value 0 of 10d. Tranſ- 


portation, 


me. I gave Dyer ſeven guineas, and told him 'that was all ; 


HUMPHRY ANGIER, for ROBBERIES, Auguſt, 1723- 


[3 UMPHRY ANGIER, of the Pariſh of Hornſey, was 
indicted for aſſaulting Martin Lewin, gent. on the high- 
way, putting him in fear, and taking from him ſeven guineas, 
and fixteen ſhillings in ſilver, on the twenty third of Decem- 
ber, 1720. 
At the priſoner's deſire, the witneſſes were examined apart. 
Mr. Lewin, the city marſhal. About five o'clock in the 
evening, on the 23d of December was two years, as I was 
riding to Muzzle-hill, in the middle of the lane betwixt 
Highgate and Hornſey, I ſaw two men on foot before me. 
They were in browniſh coloured coats, their hats were flap- 


ped, and they ſtood in ſuch a ſuſpicious poſture, that I was 
apprehenſive they were foot-pads, and had ſome thoughts of 


turning back; but at laſt reſolved to venture, I rode for- 
ward, and as ſoon as I came up to them, they both flew at 
my horſe. John Dyer, (who was one of them) catched hold 


of the bridle, and the other (who was the priſoner) took hold 


of my leg, and was going to throw me over my horſe ; bur 


upon my deſiring him not to do ſo, and telling him chat { 
would voluntarily alight, he deſiſted, and I got off immedi- 
ately. Then they clapped piſtols to my breaſt. They were 


large piſtols with braſs caps. I defired them to take away 
the piſtols, and I would give them what money | had about 


but 
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184 HUMPHRY ANGIER, for RoBBERES. 
but he kneeling down, broke off the buttons of my breeches, 


and found ſixteen or ſeventeen ſhillings more, which in the 


hurry I was in, I had really forgot; upon this they damned 


me; and threatened to ſhoot me through the head, for telling 


them a lye, and indeed I was afraid of ſome miſchief, though 


it might be done undeſignediy, for they rattled their piſtols 


very much about me. Dyer propoſed ro cut my horſe's 
bridle, hut I prevailed with them not to do it, becauſe the 
lane was very dirty, and I ſhould fiad it very difficult to get 


along. 


Court. Was it light enough for you to diſtinguiſh their 
perſons ? 5 NE LED e 

Mr. Lewin. Yes, it was. I would not ſwear too poſi- 
tively; but J verily believe that Angier was one of thoſe that 
robbed me  _. 5 . . 

John Dyer. The priſoner and I ſtopped the gentleman in 
the lane betwixt Highgate and Hornſey, I ſeized the bridle, 
and Angier went to throw him off, but the gentleman: got off 
readily, and then we clapped our piſtols to his breaſt, and bid 
him deliver. He gave me ſeven guineas, and then the pri- 
ſoner took ſome filver out of his pocket. 

.. Court. Are you ſure it was the priſoner did that? 
nee. 1 3 £ 1 

Court. The proſecutor ſays it was you. 

Dyer. Then the gentleman was miſtaken. 

Proſecutor. I think it was Dyer. | STE 
Dyer. No, I will aſſure you it was Angier: And he would 
have ſhot the gentleman for not giving him the filver, and 
would have taken away his horſe too, but I would not agree 


to either. When we left the gentleman, we got over the 


hedge, and fo went oft. 5 
Priſoner. I had no hand in this robbery. At the time it 


was committed, I had not the leaſt acquaintance with this 
togue, Dyer: I had not ſo much as ſeen the fellow's face; 


and what he ſwears now is only for the fake of the reward. 
Dyer. My lord, he and J are old acquaintance, and have 
robbed together long before we robbed this gentleman. 


Priſoner. You will {wear any thing, or elſc you would 
never have ſworn to this robbery, when you know in your 
. own conſcience, (if you have any) that neither you nor I 


could be guilty of it; for, at that time, we were both in New- 
gate together, upon ſuſpicion of another robbery, : 
Court. Then it ſeems you had ſome ſmall acquaintance 


with him at that time. Keeper! ſee for the books belonging 
to the gaol, that this matter may be cleared up. ä 
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Then the books were brought into court, and upon ſearch- 
ing them, it appeared, that the time when Dyer and Angier 

were ſent to Newgate together, was near three quarters of a 
you diſtant from the time when Mr. Lewin was robbed. 


The jury found the bene guilty, Death, 


FElunphry Angier was a ſecond time indicted for aſſault- 
ing John dibley on the highway, putting him in fear, and 
taking from him nine ſhillings and fix-pence in money, on 
the 21ſt of September, in the year 1711. 

Edward Herring, a waggoner. As | was driving the wag- 
gon between Knightſbridge and Hyde-park-corner, two men 
called me by my name, and bid me ſtop. I Ropped accord- 
ingly. and then they commanded John Sibley to come out of 
the waggon, and when he got down, they robbed him of nine 


| ſhillings and ſix⸗ pence. But I cannot ſwear to the perſons 


that did this; for it was between two and three o'clock 1 in 
th e morning, and very dark. 

Crurt. How long ago was this? 

F”aggoner. It was about this time twelve years. 

John Dyer. The priſoner and I ſtopped a waggon near 


er en., and robbed Mr. Sibley of nine or ten 


ſhillings. 
Court. Did you rob him in the waggon ? 
Dyer, No, we made him come out. 
Court. What time was this done? 
Dyer. Early in the morning. - 
Court. How long ago? g 
Dyer. About ten yeats. „ 
Court, The waggoner ſays twelve years. 


Dyer. Twelve years? Let me ſee. Yes, I Selins! E- 


have been in a miſtake, it might be twelve years. But it be · 
ing ſo long ago, I do not remember the time exactly; though 


I could have been very punctual, if I had bad my pocket-book' 


here; but I had the misfortune to loſe it. For in that book 
L had entered down a particular account of all the robberies 
| was ever concerned in, and the time, place, and manner 
in which they were committed. 

Court, What was your deſign in keeping ſuch a journal ? 
Was it, that upon the peruſal of your robberies, you might 
the more particularly repent of them. 

Dyer. No, I thought nothing of repentance but 1 did 
it to ſave myſelf from the gallows, that I might be the more 


exact whenever I ſhould have an opportunity of ſecuring my 
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own life, by becoming an evidence againſt my companions. 


The ſame day that the priſoner and I robbed Mr. Sibley, we 


went to Southwark fair, and from thence to Black-heath, 


where we committed another robbery ; but were ſo cloſely 


purſued, that I was obliged to ſhoot the purſuer's horſe, after 
which, with much difficulty, we made our eſcape. 


Priſmer. God grant that I may find no mercy in this 
world, or the world to come, if I was any ways concerned in 


either of the robberies which I am now tried for. 


The j jury found uu guilty. Death. 


An Account of Honrnnv ANGIER. 


| Humphry Angier was born in Ireland, in a village not ma- 
ny miles from Dublin; but while he was pretty young, bis 
parents removed from thence to Cork, where they put him 
apprentice to a cooper, though to very little purpoſe; for he 
would never mind his work; but getting acquainted with a 
parcel of ſhabby looſe fellows, he. would not only neglect his 
| buſineſs in the day, but lie from home two or three nights in 
a week; and, before he had ferved a quarter of his time, he 
left his maſter's ſervice entirely. 

' Had he left the town tdo at the ame time, the old cooper 
had been well enough ſatisfied with the loſs of fuch a ſervant ; 

but, inſtead of fo doing, he lurked up and down in the neigh- 
bourhood for two or three years longer: ſo that, during that 
time, his maſter was under frequent apprehenſions of having 
his houſe broke open one night or other, by him or his com- 
panions, 

Old Angier, perceiving no hopes of 52" Ba A his ſon, . ſs 
long as he kept ſuch company, reſolved to ſeparate him from 
them, and accordingly carried him over to England. 

Humphry was now about eighteen, and neither having nor 
| deſiring any honeſt. employment, he ſauntered up and down, 
pilfering, cheating, and running in debt, till he was in great 
danger of being ſent to jail, and then he enliſted himſelf for 
2 ſoldier. It being then the time of the late rebellion in Scot- 
land, he was in hopes of being ſent thither, as thinking he 
ſhould have a fine opportunity of raiſing his fortune, by pil- 
laging the country people, which, as he was a ſoldier, he fancied 
he might do with impunity. . But, though he went, he did 
Hot ſucceed as he expected. 

At his return he fell into company with Will. Duce, by the 


advantage of whoſe converſation he very much improved his 


own 
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on talent for roguery. Duce had a ſiſter, who was a very in- 
duftrious young woman in her calling, which was that of a{but- 
z2ck and file. This double accompliſhment madeſher ſo agree- 
able in Angier's eyes, that he thought he ſhould never have a 
more ſuitable help-mate. The motion was no ſooner made, 
than agreed to, and ſo he conducted her to a gin-ſhop in the 
Fleet, where they were married. | ; 
Soon after he'was married he was obliged to go to Vigo, 
with the regiment he belonged to. He took his yoke-fellow 
with him; but they did not ftay long there; for moſt of the 
_ Spaniards had run away before the regiment came, ſo that their 
chief buſineſs was to demoliſh and plunder, which, being-ſoon 
done, they returned to England. | 
And now, having procured his diſcharge, he got acquainted 
with William Mead, James Butler, and others of their gang 3 
but he declared, he never could approve of. the cruelty they 
were commonly guilty of, in ſhooting, or otherwiſe abuſing 
thoſe they robbed ; and therefore he often declined going out 


with them ; and in particular, when they went into Kent, at. 


which time (as he afterwards found) he had more than ordi- 
nary reaſon to be glad, that he did not bear them companv. 

For, ſoon after their return from London, Mead and Butler 
came to him one evening, and gave him a particular account 
of all the robberies they had committed fince they ſaw him.— 
But (ſays Mead) the beſt fun of all, was with a ſmooth= 
F.c*'d ſhoemaker that we overtuok in Dover road. We aſked 
him how far he was going? He told us he was juſt married, 
and was going home to his friends; and, after a little more diſ- 
courſe, we perſuaded him to turn out of the road to look for a 
bird's-neſt; but, as ſoon as we had got him into a bye-place, we 
bound him, gagg'd him, and robbed him, and then we were 
going away; but I was minded to have a little diverſion with 
poor Peel-garlick, and fo I clapt a piſtol to his head, and ſhot 


his brains out.?“ | 


What aggravates the horror of this action is, that it was not 


done hecauſe they had been reſiſted, or were in any danger of be- 
ing purſued, nor even for the ſake of revenge, but merely for 
ſport. -And, to'hear the villain, who-had committed ſuch 2 
barbarity, boaſt of it in ſuch a manner, muſt be extremely 


ſhocking to any one that has not loſt all remains of humanity. No 


wonder then if Angier told him, that cruelty was not courage, 
and would never after fit down, or drink in his company 


About this time Angi.r and his wife ſet up an alchouſe by. 


A proſtitme that picks potkets. - 
„„ Charing- 
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Chariog-croſs which they made-not only a caſe, but a fence, 
that is, not only a place of rendezvous for thieves, but a maga-. 


zine for ſtolen goods. And now he became acquainted with 
Valentine Carrick, Daniel Carrol, William Lock, Thomas 


Milkſop, and ſeveral others. We have you an account of | 


ſome of the former already: 

About half a year after this trial, Angier bimſelf was brought 
to the bar: for he went out one day with a brother ſoldier to 
ſee the execution of Maurice Fi itzgerald +, and did not return 
home till four the next moruing. During his abſence, a 
Dutch woman, who frequented his houſe, picked up a gentle- 


man, and carried him thither, where ſhe made him drunk, 


and then robbed him of his watch and money, left him aſleep, 
and went of, He ſlept till Angier came home, and then 
waking; and finding himſelf. ina ſtrange place, with empty 
pockets, he charged Angier and his maid with rifling him, 


Upon this they were carried before a juſtice, and committed | 


to the Gate-houſe ; but, at the next ſeſſions, which was in 
September, 1720, the grand jury returning the bill i ignoramus, 
they were both diſcharged without coming to a trial. 


It was but at the preceding ſeſſions in July, 1720, that his 


wife (Elizabeth Angier) was indicted for privately ſtealing a 
ſilver watch, value 41. and a guinea and a half, from the per- 
| fon of Patrick Harefoot, June the 20th, but, the evidence 
not being ſufficient, the jury acquitted her. 

And in Jan. 1720-1, Humphry Angier, Elizabeth bis its 
and William Duce, were indicted for aſſaulting Roſe Turner, 
putting her in fear, and taking from her a gold ring, and four 
guineas, But the jury, upon bearing the evidence, apprehend- 


ing that there was nothing more in the matter than A drunken! 


quarrel, acquitted the priſ ners. 
Not long after this, Humphry Angier ad Jaka Dyer, w were 


taken up on ſuſpicion of a robbery (as we have ſeen in Angier's 


trial) but no body pony to proſecute, they * were diſ- 
charged. + 


So many diſaſters coming almoſt together obliged him to 


quit his ale-bouſe : for, though at firſt ſetting up, he enter- 


tained a great deal of ill company, yet as it was not publicly 
known, he had ſome trade in the neighbourhood; but his houſe 


by degrees grew ſo ſcandalous, that no honeſt man would be 
ſcen in it; and though he and his wife had hitherto been al- 


+ Mavrice u ere, 3 was 1 in PN 1720, yy gel 
at Tyburn, on Monday, A uguſt 15, 17 — ſor the murder . Peter Party, 4 
e at che end of Cecil. ſtreet. : . 
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ways acquitted, yet the expences they were at in hiring wit- 
neſſes, and compounding with proſecutors, and being at the 
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lame time obliged to truſt their effects to the care of ſervants, 


who were none of the molt honeſt, had reduced them to 
poverty; X 

But ſoon 110 they had left this houſe, they took ano- 
ther in Short's-Gardens, by Drury-Lane, where they kept a 
little: gin-fop, 2 and entertained the ſame ſort of en as 


before. 


© They had not been here long before Elizabeth Angier 
was committed to Newgate, 
ſword from Mr. Murrock, on the 10th of May, 1721. 
Before the end of the year her huſband was once more ſent to 


the ſame place: for, in December, 1721, 
Humphry Angier, and Nathaniel, alias William A 


were indicted for aſſaulting Richard Philpot on the high- 
way, putting bim in fear; and taking from him a ſilver 
watch, value ſeven pounds, a broad- piece, and a guinea, 
November 23, 1721. But for want of evidence they were 


acquitted. 


As Angier had been a verv thin thief himself, and 
beſides had large acquaintance among thoſe of the ſame 


occupation, a great many people who had had their pockets 


for ſtealing a ſilver hilted 


picked of ſnuff- boxes, watches, and other things, applied 
to him in Newgate, ſoon after he was committed, in hopes, 


at leaſt, of hearing ſome news of what they had loſt. To 


theſe his anſwer was commonly to this effect: J was never 


ſo mean ſpirited as to ſubmit to picking pockets; nor did any 


of my comrades meddle with that branch, except Hugh 


Kelly, and he indeed was as good a hand as ever dived; but 
then he was fit for little elſe, and therefore we uſually em- 
It is true, one night he robbed a 
woman of a ſhroud, and that was the laſt fact he did: for he 
was taken immediately, tried, and condemned for it ; -but he 
was afterwards reprieved, and tranſported to America, wh. re 
as 1 have been told, he leads an honeſt, induſtrious life. 
know that Will Lock put me once into- his information for 
picking a gentleman' s pocket of a watch, as he was coming 


ployed him in that part. 


1 


one Sunday out of Covent- Garden church wita the reſt of the 


congregation. a few. years ago, 


but Lock has fince recol- 


lected himſelf, and declared that he believes that the fact was 


done by Kelly. 
One evening Angier and Milkſop, who lived in the Old- 


Bailey, attacked a coach in which were a gentleman and two 
| Young ladies, in the road a little on this nde of St. Albans. 


4 
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The coachman refuſing to ſtop at the word of command; 
they knocked him off the box, threw him under the coach, 


and ſhot one of the horſes. Then they not only robbed 
the gentleman and ladies, but treated the latter in a very 


rude, and immodeſt manner. When Angier confeſſed this, 
he endeavoured to excuſe himſelf by affirming he was drunk 


at that time. 


= 


He often aſſerted that he was not acquainted with John 
Dyer, ſo early as the year 1711, and conſequently was not 
guilty of robbing Mr. Sibley ; but that their acquaintance 


began ſomething, thovgh not much later, at the houſe of one 


Striekland, in the Old-Bailey. Angier, it ſeems, had fre- 


quented that hauſe but a little while before he took notice of a 


man who appeared now and then, but always mufMled up in 


a great coat, and looking very ſhy. Upon obſerving this, he 


one day took an opportunity of aſking Strickland who that 
man was? Strickland anſwered, ** his name is Dyer, he is 


under a cloud about ſhooting a gentleman's footman, and 
therefore he conceals himſelf here all day, and lodges at ano- 


ther houſe at night.” Angier ſwore he ſhould be glad of his 
company, and Strickland ſoon brought them together. They 


quickly agreed to be joint adventurers, andit was not long before 


they tried their fortunes upon Black- heath, where they met with 


ſeveral prizes, though none very conſiderable. Angier after- 


wards got ſeveral other companions, ' with whom he robbed in 


moſt of the roads near London. | | 


Long he continued in this courſe of wickedneſs, though he 


was all the while a ſtranger to any thing of real plea- 


fure ; but at laſt quite wearied with the continual uneaſi- 


neſs attending ſuch a life, he reſolved to repent, and not only 
make off his old companions, but even to forſake his own 


houfe, and his wife, though, as he ſaid, he loved her too well 


to be happy. To do this, he again inliſted himſelf for a ſoldier, 
and was quartered at Henley upon Thames, where he con- 
tinued a conſiderable time, and if he may be credited, lived 
very honeſtly, and behaved himſelf ſo well that he gained the 
reſpect not only of his officers, but of ſeveral ſubſtantial 


. .  Houſe-keepers. Some of theſe when he was apprehended 


came after him to London, to do him what ſervice they 
could; and his officers frankly promiſed to take him again, 
if he ſhould happen to be cleared. After his condemnation 
he appeared very penitent : he often with tears reflected on 


the miſerable condition his vices had reduced him to: My 


father, ſays he, who was a penſioner in Chelſea-College, ” 
| | lately 
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lately dead with grief, accalicaed by my ill courſes: my wife 
is now a priſoner in this goal, and lies for tranſportation ; and 
my friends are all either fled: beyond ſea or executed; 
and I myſelf, who am now in a ſick and languiſhing con- 
dition, muſt quickly follow the laſt in the ſame ſhameful 
manner.“ 

A day or two before his execution he pretty well recovered 
his health, and declared, that he was then much eaſier un- 
der his misfortunes, and — to reſign this life, in a | rong 
e to an a better. | 


At the place of execution he delivered a paper to the Or- 
dinary, containing what follows: 


6] confeſs, with great grief, that J have been extremely 


guilty of diſobedience to my parents, which I believe was the 
_ firſt cauſe of my unhappineſs. I was not acquainted with 


Foha Dyer till about nine months after Mr. Sibley 
was robbed, I have committed many robberies, but never 
any murder. I juſtly merit the ſhameful death I muſt 
ſuffer. I beg all young men to be warned by me, and re- 
* the ſolicitations of vicious companions.” | 


After the prayers were ended, he ſpoke a few words 
to the mob, telling them he had been a notorious of- 
fender, and deſiriug them to pray for him. But 
he did not confeſs either of the two robberies he was con- 


victed of. 


He was hanged at Tyburn, on Monday S-prember 92 
1723, in the 29th year of his age. 
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FicaRD WHITING, and JOHN Mack Ex, alial 


MAGGIE, for FELON V. October, 1723. 


RICHARD WHITING, aud John Mackey, of 


St. Giles's in the Fields, were indicted for ſtealing a {il 
ver cup, a ſilver tea-pot, a pair of filver candleſticks, and 
other plate, to the value of one hundred pounds, the goods of 


Thomas Saunderſon, in the dwelling-houſe of Charles Saun- 
derſon, Eſq; Auguft 21. 


Richard Wilkinſon. ] lodge within two or three deb 
of the proſecutor's houſe. The priſoner, Whiting, came 


running into my room, where I was at work, and ſaid, he 


ſhould be hanged, for be had been out all night. I anſwered, 


You need not be in ſuch a fright upon that account, for chere | 
are more maſters than pariſh churches. 'T he next time [ ſaw 


him, I aſked him how he came off, and he anſwered, ve y 
well, I replied, I am glad of it. After this, as I Was 
ſtanding at a cobler's door, Whiting aſked me to go. along 
with him to buy ſome leather to mend his ſhoes ; and 1 went 
with him. We called at a houſe to drink: there he told me 


that he could get 500 l. if I and Mackey, the other priſoner, 


would aſſiſt him in the affair. I. aſked him how it could bz 
done, and he ſaid very eafily. 
Soon after this we all three met in a private room at ano- 


ther ale-houſe, where w2 conſulted about this matter, —— 
Now, ſays W hiting, VII tell you how the ſtory i is: my 


young matter, Saunderſon, is coming out of the country 
with 2001. and we have in the boufe 2 or 3001. in plate; 
and we mutt take this method: as Mackey is a butcher, he 


all bring a bottle of blood on the night appointed, and you 


ſhall come wich him, and I'll let you both in : then you ſhall 


1 gag Mr. Saunderfon and his lady, and all the reſt of the 


family except me, and in my room you ſhall throw this blood, 


and trample it about, to make a ſhew as if I had been mur- 


dered and carried off; and then we will break ſome of the 


windows, to make believe that the thieves came in that way.” 
There was no objection to this project, only Mackey ſaid he 


would not be concerned in binding or eapging the family. 


Then I aſked Whiting, how we ſhould diſpo.e of 'ourſelves 
and the plate after we had done all this? Why, ſays he, we 
will go to New England, 1 know the way thither. We muſt. 
£9. firſt to Portſmouth, and fo to the He of Wight, and 


there 


{ 
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there we will melt down the plate, which I know how to do. 
Ve had two or three conſultations after this, and at laſt we 
came to a reſolution; and Whiting appointed us to come at 
twelve o'clock at night, and that we might not miſtake the 
door, he ſaid, he would mark it with chalk : accordingly I 
and Mackey went to the proſecutor's houſe ; but Mack«cy 
would not go in for fear, as I ſuppoſe, of being taken: ſo he 
went and ſtood at a diſtance in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, and 1 
went to the door by myſelf. The footman, Whiting, opened 
it, and handed out the plate, bundled up in Mr. Saunderſon's 
coat, as it afterwards appeared to be; then he gave me a pair 


of piſtols, and bid me take care of them, for he ſhould have 
.occaſion for them. As ſoon as I had got thoſe things, I went 


away into. Lincoln's-Inn-Fields to look for Mackey ; but not 
finding him at the place where he ſaid he would wait, I thougl t 
he had been gone; but after I had called him two or three 


times he came. I told him I had got ſomething, and aſked 
him to go along with me : he agreed, and. we went together - 
into the fields, where we ſtaid till break of day, and then 
having opened the bundle, and examined what was in it, we 


made the beſt of our way to Portſmouth, but there we were 


apprehended. „ i 2 te 6 OR 
Mr. Lake, a goldſmith at Portſmouth. The prifoner, 


Mackey, brought part of the gripe of a filver hilted ſword. | 


to my ſhop, and I bought it of him. He came again the next 


day, and begun to talk about plate. He aſked me how much an 
ounce I would give, and whether I would give more for it in 


form than when it was melted down, for he ſaid, he had got 


a pretty deal to diſpoſe of. I had been that morning at the 
coffee-houſe, and ſeen in one of the public papers an adver-. 
tiſement that Mr. Saunderſon's houſe had been robbed of a2 
conſiderable quantity of plate. This gave me ſome ſuſpicion 


of the priſoner, and therefore I endeavoured to get what I 


could out of him. I. enquired how he came by the plate? 
He ſaid he came home in a ſhip that had taken the Reſolution, - 
and this plate was his part of the plunder. I told him a 


neighbour over the way had loſt ſome plate, and therefore I 


mutt deſire him to ftay till I ſent for that neighbour : but in- 


ſtead of that I ſent for Mr. Harman, a juſtice of peace, wt o 


came and examined him, and found his account very incon- 


ſiſtent. He could not tell the name of the captain, lieute- 
nant, or any of the officers of the ſhip he ſaid he belonged to, 
upon which the juſtice committed him to priſon. And as in 


examining him, we had taken notice of ſome expreſſions he had 


dropped about another perſon that was concerned in the plate, 
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194. RICHARD WHITING, Ge. for FrLONY. 
and ſome he had given of the place where they b. th lodged, 


we went and found out the houſe, and apprchen.'ed the evi- ! 
dence, Wilkinſon. The land-lady told us that they always xl 
kept their chamber-door locked, and would never ſuffer any | 
body but themſelves to go into it. This encreaſed our ſuſ- 1 
picion, and therefore we demanded of Wilkinſon to ſhew us 1 
into his room. He ſaid he would do that with all his heart, 93 
and ſo carried us into another room on the ſame floor: the Y 
land- lady told us that was not their room, but the next was. | 
So we went into the next and ſearched all about, but could fi 
find nothing, till we examined an old cheſt of drawers. We 0 
pulled out all the drawers till we came to the bottom one, h 
and that was ſo heavy, that we could hardly get it open; a 
but there we found the plate. Then Wilkinſon and Mackey te 
were beth committed to Wincheſter Jail, and notice was ſent 7e 
to the proſecutor. - h 
The plate, piſtols, and other goods were produced in court, 90 
and ſworn to by the proſecutor. | hi 
Richard Whiting. I cannot deny that T was concerned in ly 
this fat, but I was perſuaded to it by Wilkinſon, who has q: 
been an evidence againſt me: he, and my fellow priſoner, pt 
— Mackey, came into the houſe, broke the bar of the window, vw 
and ſo took away the plate. ſp 
John Mackey. I was neither aſſiſting in, nor conſenting of 
to the robbery ; but having been drinking with Wilkinſon, : fo 
took a walk with him afterwards into Lincoln's Inn Fields, as 
where he deſired me to wait for him while he ſtepped a little he 
way to ſpeak with a friend: I thought nothing of his going A 
to break a houſe; nor did I know what he had with bim when * 
he came back, but aſking me to go along with him, he com hen th 
me two or three miles into the fields. fre 
- Whiting's confeſſion having been aken in writing, was th 
read in court, and ſeveral witneſſes depoſed, that when Ei 
- Mackey was examined, he confeſſed that he knew of the de- 
ſign, and went with Wilkinſon to aſliſt, Gough he did not bY 
enter the houſe. r c | on 
ba 
The jury found chem both gully of the indiQtment, bk 
D. | he 
| | TE 
An Account of Rictrany wre. th: 
| the 
Richard Whiting was born in Samerſetſhire, where be. lived - - ba 
with his parents til] he was upwards of twenty years old ; his Ml 


father, who was a farmer, having ſufficient buſineſs to keep | 
; | him | WI 
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him employed. He was his mother's darling, and, when ſhe 199 
died, he could not endure to live at home any longer, becauſe 1 
he fancied his father ſhewed leſs affection to him than to his 11 
ſiſter. This, he ſaid, was all the occaſion of his leaving the met. 
place of his birth, and not any ill action that he had committed, $258 
though he afterwards wiſhed he had lived and died where he 123016 
was born. 5 1 3 * 19 
Tbe firſt place he went to was Bath, where he worked 1 
for a gardiner, and might have lived happily. But, having #308 
once left-home, his mind was concinually roving ; fo, going with N 
his maſter thirty miles towards London, to repair a garden for e 
a clergyman, he told his maſter, that he had a great inclination fo. 8 1 

to try his fortune at London, His maſter thereupon, - ſo, well my 

recommended him, that, at his arrival, he was immediately Wd 
bired by a counſellor at law, and continued in his ſervice till 4 1 a 
greater wages induced him to move to Mr. Saunderſon's, Here, 14 
he ſaid, he ſerved the beſt of maſters, and lived very happi- HIP 
ly; bt keeping ill company had ruined him, for, coming ac- 741 
quainted with. two Iriſhmen, Wilkinſon and Mackey, they i416 
prevailed with him to act that wicked and ungrateful part, for 44 
which he was now deſervedly to ſuffer death; though he had 3 ö 
ſpent two nights without ſleep, before he came to a reſolution 11 
of being ſo treacherous to his benefactor: but he had had 5 | 
for a good while ſome thoughts of going beyond ſea, as ſoon 1 
as he could raiſe a little money; and, they ſtarting this deſign, wo 9 
he thought he had then a fair opportunity of going over to 1 1 
America, and living like a gentleman. For he had heard, that 1 
a hundred pounds would purchaſe ſeveral hundred acres of land A 4 
there. And, as: he deſired nothing more than to live eaſy, and T6 
free from all manner of buitneſs, he the ſooner fell in with AY 
their meaſures, and made the propoſition of going to New- wall 
England, or Maryland. | | | Ts 
He was apprehended on ſuſpicion, and committed to New- be bl. 
Priſon, before he could follow his companions, but, as it was FIR 
only on ſuſpicion, a perſon with whom he had lived in Holborn 14 ; 
bailed him out. „ | 8 1348 
A gentleman aſked him, why, when he was in New-Priſon, © I 
he did not confeſs, and diſcover his accomplices ; ſince, by fo 4 . 
doing, he might perhaps have ſaved his own life. He anſwered, Wat 
that his companions were gone he knew not whither, and he in 46 
thought it impoſſible to find them, ſo that he was afraid, if he _— : 
had confeſt, he ſhould have been ſent to Newgate, and ſoon 5 
after hanged, | : 8 5 


During the time he lay under ſentence, he behaved himſelf 
With a great deal of ſeriouſneſs, attended the public prayers 
B b 2 with 
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with much devotion, and endeavoured to underſtand the na. 

ture of the ſacrament, and to prepare himſelf for the reception 

of it; and the nearer he approached to his death, the more 

| eaſy and compoſed he appeared. At the place of execu- 

tion, when the cart drew away, he held up his hands in a poſ- 

-=_ of praying, as s long as any ata of motion remained i in 
Ms 


He was aged at Ty on W mw, November D 
1723. Es 


An Account of Javes MackEty. 


James „ was born at Waterford, in Ireland, and 
brought over to England while he was very young. He was a 
- butcher by trade, and followed that buſineſs for ſeveral years; 
but, taking it into his head, that he was qualiticd for a better 
ſtation of life, he grew weary of honeſt labour, and rambled 
about in an idle manner, till he loſt all his credit, and, not 
knowing what elſe to do; he entered himſelf for a ſoldier, and 
ſoon after became acquainted with Dick Wilkinſon, who was 
the evidence againſt him. They were both born in the ſame 
town, and were equally inclined to roguery, ſo that they 
quickly grew intimate. 

Mackey at firſt appeared very uneaſy at the thoughts of be- 
ing hanged for a burglary, when he was not in the houſe, but 
in the middle of Lincoln's-Inn-Fields at the time it was com- | 
mitted. He defied the world to lay any act of injuſtice to his 
eharge, and ſaid, that verigeance would light on the authors of 
his misfortunes. But he did not long remain in theſe ſenti- 
ments; for, after a little while, he grew much more who, and 
eonfeſt the juſtice of his ſentence. ; 


He was executed at Tybura i in the 36th year of his ages on 
| vv gy November 65 170 3 


JOHN 
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ne STANLEY, for Monpr, Dec. 1723. 


TOHN STANLEY, of London, gent. was indicted for 


the length of half an inch, and depth of nine iriches, on 
the 20th of October laſt, of which mortal wound ſhe inſtantiy 


died. 
He was a ſecond time indicted on the © coroner's inquiſition 


for the ſaid murder. 

Mary Morehen. The deceaſed, Mrs. Men came to 
my ee (Mrs. Leek's) to viſit Mrs Edwards, who was ſick, 
ind as the deceaſed was going away, ſhe deſired my couſin 0 
ſend her word if Mrs Edwards Pa worſe. And accord- 
ingly, about ten at night, Mrs. Edwards growing worſe, my 
couſin deſired me to ch the deceaſed, and Mr. Hammond 
offered to go with me, and ſo we went together to the deceaſ- 
ed's lodgings in Burleigh- ſtreet She preſently came with us, 
and in our way back, two gentlemen came up to us, near 
the King's-head tavern in Chancery-lane ; one of them claſped 
his arms round Mrs. Maycock's waiſt, and the other his round 
mine, and they faid we ſhould go along with them. Mr, 
Hammond upon this deſired them to let us go, and ſaid we 
belonged to him. The gentlemen ſwore we ſhould go with 
them, or they would go with us ; for' they would know who 
we were, and whither we were going. One of theſe gentle- 
men was the priſoner, and the deceaſed happening to Jook in 
his face, knew him, and ſaid, What, captain, is it you? He 
| aſked her where ſhe was going? She anſwered, To that gen- 
tleman (Mr. Hammond's) houſe in the Old-bailey: He re- 
plied, I am glad ] have met ye, and I will go along with ye. 


She thanked him, but ſaid there was no occaſion, ſince Mr. 


Hammond was there to take care of us; but the priſoner was 
reſolute, and would go with us. When we came to St. 
Dunſtan's church in Fleet-ſtreet, he deſired the other gentle- 
man who was with him, to go back to ſuch a place, and he 
would come to him preſently ; but that gentleman not going, 
the priſoner ſaid to him, Why don't you go? and added ſome- 
thing in a language I did not underſtand ; but I ſuppoſe it was 
French, and thereupon che gentleman went away, but ſeemingly 


with the utmoſt unwillingneſs. Then the priſoner bid Mr. 


Hammond go before, but he refuſed, and ſo the priſoner walked 


with the deceaſed, and I followed, We had not got far be- 


I. 0 5 * | | forg 


the murder of Hannah Maycock, widow, by giving her 
with a drawn ſword one mortal wound near the left pap, of 
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fore the priſoner ſtruck a man that we met, for happening to 
be in his way, and for the ſame reaſon, he kicked a woman 
who was crofling the kennel near Fleet-bridge. When we 
cam” to Mr, Hammonds houſe in the Ola-bailey, we thank- 
ed the priſoner for his civility in waiting upon us, and defired 
him to go home; but he refuſed, aid ſaid he would go in; 
we endeavoured to diſſuade him from it, by telling him that 
Mrs. Maycock was come to ſtay all night with a gentle- 
woman who was ſick, and there was not any conveniency for 
him to ſtay : but all we could urge ſignified nothing, the de- 
ceaſed ruſhed in, the priſoner followed her; Mr. Hammond 
and | followed them: when I came into the kitchen, the pri- 
ſoner was ſtanding on one fide of the door, and the deceaſed on 
the other. In a little time Mr. Hammond went into the 
yard, and I having pulled off my cloak, went into the ſhop to 


fetch ſome milk, which T intended to boil for my ſupper; but 


in two or three minutes, as foon as I had got the milk in my 
hand, I heard the deceaſed cry out, Mrs. Leek ! Mrs, Leek! 
Jam ftabbed! I am murdered! Surprized at this, I threw 
down the milk, and ran to the kitchen door. and aſked what 
was the matter? The priſoner anſwered, Nothing. The de- 
ceaſed was then ſtanding on one fide of the table, with her 
hands croſs her breaſt, and looking at the priſoner with all the 
innocence :maginable, and. in a little time, ſhe fell on the 
ground, and ſaid to me, Dear Mrs Morehen, I am flabbed ! 
The priſoner on the other fide of the table, ſtood flouriſhing 


his ſword, and ſwore; that whatever man or woman entered, 
the room, he would kill them; upon which I fell on my 


knees in the door way, and begged both for my own life (for 
he directed his ſword to my breaft) and that he would per- 
mit ſome help to come, that what injury had been done to 
the deceaſcd might, if poſſible, be repaired; and then crying 


out ſor a ſurgeon, Mr. Hammond came out of the yard, but 


could not readily get into the room, becauſe I was on my 


knees in the door way: ſome other perſons coming, they, 


flipped by me into the room to diſarm the priſoner. He ſoon 
ſubmitted, and ſuffered them to take his ſword away, and 


then he ſaid, my name is John Stanley. I ran and fetched 
Mr. Snowd, the ſurgeon, and as he came in with me, the 


priſoner laid himſelf over the deceaſed, and ſaid, My dear 
Hannah, will you not ſpeak to me? Mr. Snowd faid to bie 
What, captain! will you never have done with your tricks ? 


And, viewing the deccaſed, he ſaid ſhe was dead. Then we 


got her up ſtairs, cut her lace, and the ſtrings of her cloaths, 


and put her to bed; In a little time her ſenſes returned, ſhne 


3 ſaid, 
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ſaid, ſhe was ſtabbed—fhe was e was a dead wo- 
man. And, calling upon God for mercy, the died in about 
an hour and a half iftes the wound was given. 


Mr. Hammond. The priſoner came up with us in Chan- : 


cery-lane, and kept us company to my houſe, as Mrs.. More- 
hen has depoſed. He did not ſcem to be drunk, but walked 
very well all the way; when we came in doors, I ſet a, 
candle in the kitchen, and went to the neceſſary houſe in the 
yard. I ſaw through the glaſs, the priſoner and the deceaſed 
ſtanding leaning near the window, and, as I moves. they 
were talking together in a friendly manner; | but I was 
ne ſooner ſat down on the vault,. than I heard an out-cry of 
murder, upon which I ran to the door, and ſaw the priſoner with 
his drawn ſword in his hand, ſtanding upon a parry, ſwearing, 
that if I came into the room, he would kill me, and every. 
body elſe that offered to enter, come as many as would: Mrs. 
Morehen being kneeling in the door- way, [ could not get in 
without going over her, and ſo I went into the ſhop. to get a 
couple of broomiticks, deſigning firſt to throw one at the 
priſoner, and ſo put him in diſorder, and then to ruſh in and 
knock down his ſword with the other; but ſome women get- 
ting into the room before me, they took hold of him, and he 
quietly let go his ſword, and ſaid he would do no more harm; 
for he had killed the woman, and muſt be hanged for it. Then 
we got a ſurgeon, and what followed, was as Mrs. Morehen 
has depoſed. 8 

Mrs. Hammond. Hearing an out- cry of Mrs. Leek! irs, 
Leek ! J am ſtabbed! and a faint ſhriek afterwards, I being 
lame, made what haſte I could down ſtairs, and ſlipped in 
between the door and the priſoner. He ſtood with his ſword 
drawn, and the deceaſed was lying on the ground all bloody. 
Mrs. Addeſey followed me, and we caught hold of the pri- 
ſoner's arm, and took his ſword from him Then he looked. 
on the deceaſed, and ſaid, | have wounded her, and if ſhe is 
not dead, I hope ſhe will be. And afterwards he laid himſcif 
down ben the deceaſed, and ſaid to her, dear Hannah, ſpeak to 
me for God's ſake ſpeak to me, And then riſing up, he FAS 
you have been a damned bitch! When the ſurgeon came in, 
he aſked the priſoner, if he would never leave "thoſe tricks ? 
and looking upon the deceaſed, he ſaid to the priſoner, I will 


give you my word you have. done her buſineſs. The priſoner 1 
anſwered, I have had a child by her, and it is now three 


years and a half old, and if ſhe. dies, I muſt di:, and the * 


child ſhall die too, and there will on an end of us all. My 
5 Is. 
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Mrs. Addeſey. Mrs. Hammond and I going down on the 


dut- cry, we ſlipped in by the n and taking hold of his 
arm, he delivered his ſword to me. 

Mr. Snotud, the ſurgeon. Mrs. Morehen called me to 
help the deceaſed. When I came into the kitchen, I ſaid to 
the priſoner, What captain, will you never have done with 


theſe tricks? And he anſwered, No. I ſoon perceived the 


wound was mortal, and told them ſhe would not live til} 
morning, though for decency's ſake I dreſſed the wound. On 

her being put to bed ſhe recovered a little, but died ſoon after. 
The Conſtable. I took the priſoner, and as I was carrying 


| him to the watch-houſe, he ſwore outrageouſly, and ſaid, if 


ſhe was not dead, he hoped ſhe would be. 


Mr. Leaf. About half a year . J heard the 1 
aycock when he met 


- that he would kill Mrs. 
Win der.. 
Priſoner. I do not deny that J killed the deceaſed, but ſhe 


gave me great provocation. J had had a child by her, Which is 
now three years and a half old. I upbraided her for unna- 


turalneſs in not taking care to provide ſome neceſſaries for 
the child, when ſhe knew my circumſtances were ſuch, that 
I muſt be obliged to leave the kingdom, and as I had given 


her ſome old ſhirts''of mine, which were bloody, and had 


been cut with ſwords. I deſired her to make them up for 


the child. She, I ſuppoſe, was provoked at my ſpeaking of 


this in a place where nothing of it was known, and thereupon 


ſhe gave me very ill language, ſtruck ac me, and offered to 


throw a pot in my face, which raiſed my paſſion in ſuch a 
degree, that not knowing what I did, I unhappily wounded 
her: ©. 

Then he called witneſſes, who endeavoured (by relating 
ſome of his extravagant actions) to perſuade the court he was 
lunatick. | 


His mother depoſed, that for a Sun ge le time, he had | 


been fitter for Bedlam, than to walk the ſtreets. 

Another witneſs, that one time the priſoner, without any 
provocation given him, fell into ſuch a violent ſtorm of pal- 
ſion, that he frighted a woman. out of her houſe, 

A third witneſs, that the priſoner being at the houſe of 
Mr. Underhill, one who was then in company, happened to 
repeat a ſcnitence-of Latin, at which the priſoner appeared ſo 
much difturbed, that he pulled out a pen-knife and attempted 
to ſtab himſelf, and that he had not been rightly in bis ſenſes 
fince the death of his father, who died, as it was 2 
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with grief, about two years ago, on account of the priſoner's 


miſconduct. bo | 


— 


The jury ſound him guilty. Death. 


While ſentence was giving, he took ſtuff, and when it was 


paſt, he thanked the court and the jury, and ſaid, he had 
been ſo unkindly treated by his friends and relations, that 
death was welcome to him. EN 1 


* 


An Account of Fobn Stanley. 


Jobn Stanly was born at Duce-hall in Eſſex, (the ſeat of 
his mother's brother, Mr. Palmer) in the year 1698. When 
he was not above five years old, his father, who was an of- 
ficer in the army, would frequently parry with him, and 
| ſometimes prick him with a drawn ſword ; nor was he content 
with doing thus himſelf, but put other officers upon playing 
the fool with the boy in the ſame matiner. This practice was 
to make a ſword ſo familiar to him in his childhood, that he 
might never be afraid of one; and they never ſpared to en- 
courage him in ſuch exerciſe, by giving him wine, or other 
ſtrong liquors. And, as he was a forward youth, he made 
daily improvements: he feared nothing, cared for nobody, 
and grew ſo very miſchievous and ſaucy, that old Stanley 
thought him a miracle of courage and wit. | | 
While he was yet a ſtripling, his father took him into the 
army, which was then in Spain. There he ſaw ſeveral en- 


gagements, with which he was wonderfully pleaſed ; but bis 


chief delight was (when a battle was ended) to walk about the 
field, and trample upon the dead bodies. Old Stanley being 


afterwards ordered to Ireland, he took his fon with him thi- 


ther too, and there procured him the poſt of an enſigu: but 
Jack fell into ſo much rakiſh company, and ſpent ſo extra- 
vagantly, that, to raiſe a little ready money, he was ſoon 
obliged to part with his commiſſion, and return to England. 


Old Stanley was very much vexed at this; though, willing 


to do what he could for his ſon, he adviſed him to apply to 
general Stanhope, who had been a friend to their family, and 
would probably promote him: but this, and all other good 
advice, was thrown away upon the young gentleman; for he 
was grown ſo fond of a looſe debauched lite, that he would 
not ſo much as endeavour to procure any employment of cre- 
dit, but choſe to live by ſpunging upon his friends, by haunt- 

| 6 7 


— "A . — 
— 82 * hs . ure = 53% 


ld * r L _ * 2 * 8 ; * 
nne KUw A e 9 
4 — 2 


ing 


r 


5 


77 
2 
1 
p 5 

* 
£ 


200 JOHN STANLEY, for Munpkx. 

MIõ. Addeſey. Mrs. Hammond and I going down on the 
out-cry, we ſlipped in by the TY and taking hold of his 
arm, he delivered his ſword to me.: 

Mr. Snowd, the ſurgeon. Mrs. Morehen called me to 
help the deceaſed. When I came into the kitchen, I ſaid to 
the priſoner, What captain, will you never have done with 
theſe tricks? And he anſwered, No. I ſoon perceived the 
wound was mortal, and told them ſhe would not live till 


morning, though for decency's ſake I drefſed the wound. On 


her being put to bed ſhe recovered a little, but died ſoon after. 
The Conflable. I took the priſoner, and as I was carrying 


bum to the watch houſe, he ſwore outrageouſly, and ſaid, * 


ſhe was not dead, he hoped ſhe would be. 

Mr. Leaf. About half a year 2 I heard the priſoner 
threaten, that he would kill Mrs. Maycock when he met 
. with der. 


Priſener. . ] do not deny that T killed the deceaſed, but ſhe 


gave me great provocation. J had had a child by her, which is 

now three years and a half old. I upbraided her for unna- 
turalneſs in not taking care to provide ſome neceſſaries for 
the child, when ſhe knew my circumſtances were ſuch, that 


I muſt be obliged to leave the kingdom, and as I had given 
her ſome old ſhirts' of mine, which were bloody, and had 
been cut with ſwords. I deſired her to make them up for 
the child. She, I ſuppoſe, was provoked at my ſpeaking of 


this in a place where nothing of it was known, and thereupon 
ſhe gave me very ill language, {truck ac me, and offered to 
throw a pot in my face, which raiſed my paſſion in ſuch a 
degree, that not knowing what 1 did, I unhappily wounded 
b 

Then he called witneſſes, who endeavoured (by relating 
ſome of his extravagant actions) to perſuade the court he was 
lunatick. 


His mother. depoſed, that for a unge ble time, he had 


been fitter for Bedlam, than to walk the ftreets. 
Another witneſs, that one time the priſoner, without any 


provocation given him, fell into ſuch a violent ſtorm of pa- 


ſion, that he frighted a woman. out of her houſe, 


A third witneſs, that the priſoner being at the houſe of 


Mr. Underhill, one who was then in company, happened to 
repeat a ſentence of Latin, at which the priſoner appeared ſo 
much diſturbed, that he pulled out a pen- knife and attempted 
to ſtab himſelf, and that he had not been rightly in bis ſenſes 
ſince the death oy his — who died, as it was thought, 
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with grief, about two years ago, on account of the priſoner's 


- 


miſconduct. 
The jury ſound him guilty. Death. 


While ſentence was giving, he took ſnuff, and when it was 
paſt, he thanked the court and the jury, and ſaid, he had 
been ſo unkindly treated by his friends and relations, that 
death was welcome to him. | | 


An Account of Fohn Stanly. 
John Stanley was born at Duce-hall in Eſſex, (the ſeat of 
his mother's brother, Mr. Palmer) in the year 1698. When 


he was not above five years old, his father, who was an of- 


ficer in the army, would frequently parry with him, and 
ſometimes prick him with a drawn ſword ; nor was he content 
with doing thus himſelf, but put other officers upon playing 
the fool with the boy in the ſame manner. This practice was 
to make a ſword ſo familiar to him in his childhood, that he 
might never be afraid of one; and they never ſpared to en- 
courage him in ſuch exerciſe, by giving him wine, or other 
ſtrong liquors. And, as he was a forward youth, he made 
daily improvements: he feared nothing, cared for nobody, 


and grew ſo very miſchievous and ſaucy, that old Stanley 


thought him a miracle of courage and wit. - 
While he was yet a ftripling, his father took him into the 
army, which was then in Spain. There he ſaw ſeveral en- 
gagements, with which he was wonderfully pleaſed ; but his 
chief delight was (when a battle was ended) to walk about the 
field, and trample upon the dead bodies. Old Stanley being 
afterwards ordered to Ireland, he took his ſon with him thi- 


ther too, and there procured him the poſt of an enſign : but 


Jack fell into ſo much rakiſh company, and ſpent ſo extra- 


vagantly, that, to. raiſe a little ready money, he was foon 


obliged to part with his commiſſion, and return to England, 
Old Stanley was very much vexed at this; though, willing 

to do what he could for his ſon, he adviſed him to apply to 
general-Stanhope, who had been a friend to their family, and 


would probably promote him: but this, and all other good | 


advice, was thrown away upon the young gentleman ; for he 
was grown ſo fond of a looſe debauched lite, that he would 
not ſo much as endeavour to procure any employment of cre- 
dit, but choſe to live by ſpunging upon his friends, by haunt- 
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ing the oxnding tables, and becoming a petticoat penſioner, 


This laſt he was exceedingly vain of, and frequently urged it as 


an argument of his being a very pretty fellow. T hough what 
he got from ſome, he ſquandered away upon others. 

He could. not, even when he was in Newgate, refrain from 
| boaſting of his Jewdneſs; and though ſome of the women he con- 
verſed with, were not common proſtitutes, but private ſinners, 
he ſhewed not the leaſt regard to their reputation; but would 


mention their names and dwelling-places, at any time, and 


before any company; and it was well, if his vanity did not 
carry him fo far as to defame the virtuous, to whom per- 
haps he had never ſpoke, or who had treated him with that 
indignation his behaviour had merited. Among others, he 
named two gentlewomen who lived by Cheapſide- conduit, and 
ſeveral at Richmond; and made no ſeruple of groſsly deſcri- 
bing the liberties which (he ſaid) he had taken with them. 
When ſome, who heard him relate theſe adventures, checked 
him for priding himſelf ſo much in bis vices; he told them, 
theſe were gaieties and gallantries that all men practiſed, or, 
which was the ſame thing, all men wiſhed to practiſe. 

The better to ſupport his extravagancies, he neglected no 
opportunities of introducing himſelf to young gentlemen, who 
knew but little of the world, and helping them to ſquander 
their fortunes in the modiſh dwerhom and vices of the town. 
Having ſpent a conſiderable time in revelling at home, he 
went with one of his companions to Flanders, and afterwards 
to France. They Raid a pretty while at Paris. Stanley boaſt- 
ed much of favours received from the French ladies, and of 
the ęreat improvements he had made in fencing. 

At his return to England, the opinion he, had of his on 
{kill in uſing a ſword, made him very quatrelſome. He would 


intrude into any company at a tavern, tell them he was come 


to make himſelf welcome to part of a bottle or a dinner, and 
ſo, without any further ceremony, fit down among them., This, 


for the ſake of peace, was ſometimes born with, though even 


then, inſtead of thanking the company for a handfome treat, 
it was a wonder if he did not pretend that he had received 
ſome affront by a word or a look, and therefore demanded 
ſatisſaction, clap his hand to his ſword, and put the houſe in 


an uproar, and then walk off, But he did not always eſcape . 


ſo; for now and then he met with gentlemen who handſome- 
ly chaſtiſed him for his impudence. 


But of all the women he kept company with, the moſt no- 


ted was Mrs. nene, 
| | Stanley 
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Stanley and Capt. Faulkner having one night been drink- 
ing together, they parted in the ſtreet, and preſently after 
Mr. Burdet, Mr. Winchurch, and another meeting with 
Faulkner, a quarrel aroſe between them, and he was killed. 


Stanley often reflected upon this, believing that if he had 
been there at that time, he ſhould certainly have been killed,; 


for he wes ſo drunk that he could not have made a tolerable 
defence. He ſaid he was very thankful to Providence for this 


-eſcape: that the captain's death was hardly ever out of his 


mind; and that he was ſo very ſerious for a long time after, 
that though he went to a houſe of ill-fame now and then, 


it was principally to preach repentance ; for while he was in 


company with a woman he would aſk her if ſhe intended to 


die as ſhe lived? and if the did not believe the conſequence of 
vice, when youth and beauty had forſaken her, would be po- 
verty, ſhame and miſery? What converts he made by hold- 


ing forth in this manner is uncertain. 
He ſaid too that Maurice Fitzgerald was his particular 


friend, that he was in company with him juſt before the watch- 


man was killed in the Strand. Fitzgerald, ſays he, was 


then drunk, and 1 would have carried him home, but he was 
obſtinate, and would not go with me. I told him however, 
that if he affaulted or affronted any woman, I myſelf would be 


the forwardeſt to give evidence againſt him: but notwithſtanding 
this warning, it was but a few minutes before he and his com- 


panions pulled a lady out of her chair, and killed one of the 


watchmen who came to her aſſiſtance: and it was for this 
reaſon, when Fitzgerald was in Newgate, though he often 
ſent for me, I would never go near him, and not becauſe. I 
was afraid of going to Newgate ; for I had parted from him 


before the man was killed.” Who wolld imagine that a man 
who ſo highly reſented an affront given to a woman, would 


be guilty of murdering his own miftreſs ? e 
He gave an account of his being once attach ed and robbed 


by foot-pads in Hampſtead road, as he was returning from 


Belſize; and another time by highway-men, as he was going 


Into Glouceſterſhire, and upon drawing his ſword, one of 


them ſhot, and narrowly miſſed him; and after that they beat 
him in ſo violent a manner, that he was hardly able to ſtand. 


” And is it not hard now, ſays he, that I, whom no ſword could 
diſpatch, no gun could kill, and no e@wld ſtorm could drown, 


muſt at laſt die like a dog in an ignoble halter? That I, who 


have lived like a gentleman, been a companion for officers, 


and the favourite of the ladies, muſt die with ftreet-rob- 
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The unſettled. and diſſolute life he led was the cauſe of 
great uneaſineſs in his father, who now too late began to be 
ſenſible that he had taken very imprudent meaſures in his 
ſon's education, and fearing ſome unhappy effects of his ill 
conduct at home, reſolved, if poſſible, to ſend him abroad: 
and accordingly procured him a commiſſion to go lieutenant 
to Cape-Coaſt-Caſtle, in the ſervice of the royal African 
company. 

* Young Stanley ſeemed well enough lenſes with this, 
and his behaviour was ſuch as gave great hopes to his fa- 
ther. Every thing was now prepared for his voyage, and 
a conſiderable ſum of money advanced by the company, 
and ſo he ſet forward, and ſoon arrived at Portſmouth; 
© what made the profpett of this voyage the more aprecable 
to him was the company of Captain Maſley, who was to go 
with him. a 
But onhappily Mrs. Maycock with her young child, fol- 
' lowed him to Portſmouth. . She r: prozched bim with baſes 
neſs in firſt ſeducing her, and now iexving her and her child 
to ſtarve 3 and employed all the art ſhe was miſtreſs of to 
change his reſolution. She ſucceeded according to her wiſhes ; 
- ſhe prevailed with him to give her half the money that he had 
received from the company, and ſo follow her to London 
with the remainder. The, news of his arrival here was a 
great ſurpriſe to all his friends ; ; but his father was ſo ſhocked 
* with the baſeneſs of the action, that in a ſhort time he died 

With grief. 

The ſon's concern appeared very alt on this occaſion, 
inſomuch that ſome of his friends depoſed at his trial, that 
they believed he was never after in his right ſenſes: however 
that was, he grew very grave for a while, and vowed to for- 
ſake all his old acquaintance '; and the better to perform this, 
be faid, he went once more to Flanders, where he ſtaid à con- 

fderuble time, but returning: 0 England, he ſoon fell into 


his old courſes. 


ic was not long after his return before he ſtabbed Mr. 
Dawſon, an attorney at law, whom he met one night in the 
| fields near Hampſtead ; ; of this fact he gave. the tyllowing ac 
count: : | 
& had been drinking very hed, ſays he, and was going 
towards Hampſte zd with two tradeſmen, In the fields We 
met Mr. Daw ſon, and five more gentlemen ; a quarrel ariſing, 
I, as I had a good ſword, interpoſed ; and thereupon a piſtol 
was fired at me, I think it was by an apothecary who was 
with Mr. Lawſon. The bullet paſſed through my coat and 
3 waiſtcoat 5 


1 
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waiſtcoat, and grazed upon my ſkin. I have ſhewn the hole 


in my coat to ſeveral people, and I believe it may ſtill be ſeen 


at my mother's, at the Swan- Tavern in Long-Acre. As [ 


thought it was the apothecary who had uſed me, in this man- 


ner, my deſign was to have ſtabbed him ; but he being a little 
man, Mr. Dawſon interpoſed, and received my ſword, which 
paſſed through the lower part of his belly into his back-bone, 
and immediately laid him in blood, He was carried to the 


Halfway-Houſe, where the ſurgeon had him under care for 
about fix weeks, and he fortunately recovered. As I hap- 

pened to be known, ſome officers had orders to arreſt me for 
the cure, and they were in purſuit of me for, a long time, 

but my ſword ſaved me. I would not diſcover the two men 
who were with me in this adventure; for as I myſelf wounded 
the gentleman, it would be hard for them to be obliged to Pay 
the ſurgeon's bill.“ 


Another time he quarrelled with Capt. Chickley, at a cy- 


| der cellar in Covent-Garden. Stanley challenged him to fight 
in a dark room: the challenge was accepted, and they ſhur 


themſelves in; but a conſtable being ſent for, he broke open 


the door, and in all probability ſaved Stanley's life, for Chick- 
ley had much the advantage, he having received but two {light 
cuts, though he had given Stanley a dangerous wound in the 
breaſt, near the ſhouider, the ſword paſſing quite through his 


body. 
Though Stanley took the greateſt liberties himſelf, yet like 


other coxcombs, he thought that when he had done a woman 
the honour of debauching her, ſhe was for ever obliged to be 
faithful to him, and admit of no other company. _—e 


took it into his head that it proceeded from ſomething wonder- 


fully charming i in himſelf; ſo that he loſt all patience when 
ſuch a woman preſumed to receive other men : and this it was 
that coſt Mrs. Maycock her life. 


He owned that he was extremely incenſed againſt her when 


he firſt heard that ſhe kept other company, but denied that he 
threatened to kill her about half a year before her death, tho 
it had been ſworn at his trial. 

Jo this account let us add ſome paſſages relating to his 
behaviour in Newgate, and at Tyburn, extracted from the 
Orcinary's paper. 


He told a great many people, when firſt committed to 
Newgate, of his having intrigues with—gentlewomen—talking 


7 publicly of ſeveral vicious tricks by him e was his 


extreme 1 and gay * 


; 15 cc He 
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o He declared before ſeveral 'that he would never die by a 
rope, offering in his airy way to lay wagers upon that matter. 


But afterwards being convinced that there was no bravery in 


not being able to ſuſtain misfortunes, but getting from under 


them, he changed his intent, and faid, he would die like a 


gentleman, and a ſoldier, though in the manner of a dog: 
that his enemies ſhould fee he could appear with the ſame 
face at the time of his death as during the time of his life. 
At the ſame time he acknowledged that he had firſt 
fully deſigned to diſpatch himſelf with a knife, and afterwards 


with a doſe of opium, as an eaſier and ſurer way: but he 


added, that when he reſolved to die as the Iaw appointed, and 
to compenſate for his offences with his blood, he had found a 
great quiet and ſatisfaction in his mind, declaring that he was 
much more uneaſy and unbappy before he was under misfor- 


tunes than after: for he ſaid that every time Mrs. Maycock's 


name was mentioned in company, a trembling ſeized his limbs, 
and cold tweats appeared in drops upon his fore-head; which 
he thought was an omen of their being the deſtruction of each 

He added, that what gave him ſtill a greater reflection, 


and more ſurmiſes was, 2 horſe once throwing him under 


” 


5 , 


- 


wm 


* 
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Tyburn, from which place he could by no means diſengage 
himſelf till his two friends advanced and aſſiſted him, and the 
more, becauſe ſoon after he had the ſame fate as he went un- 


d reſſed himſelf to heaven every morning, deſiring his creator 


to dixect bis ſteps, and to preſerve him ffom dangers ard miſ- 


- 


yurtodes, - 


„ He was very much ſhotked when he heard that Mrs. 


Maycock's life and death had alſo broke her brother Bryan's 


heart, who died on Tower-Hill, ſo that though at firſt his 


behaviour was light, and his expreſſions that he did not fear 


dying by a rope, yet afterwards he grew very calm and ſe- 


Tous, ſaying, he ſhould die with delight, to ſatisfy blood 


with blood. He read the ſcriptures to Saunders and Harring- 
ton in the Condemned-Hold; regularly he attended the chapel, 


Abſenting himfeif but twice, and read the pfalms, and made 
the other reſponſes with much care; yet he twice ſhewed the 
effects of his temper upon two perſons, whom he abſurdly 


. ppeafed there to triumph over bim 'in bis misfortunes: 
e ſaid, he hoped Chriſt would receive his ſoul, becauſe he 


had been ſo good a father to his dear child; upon which re- 
membrance he would even ſhed tears, and call the * 


der Newgate, much injurir g his health by a fall there. He 
afirmed that for two months afterwards, he coſiſtantly ad- 


C 
0 
C 


* 

— 
"wn 
Ps 


. bo | "08 
JOHN STANLEY, for Munpes. 207 1 ; 
cruel, barbarous, &c.———He appearing to be very ten- 13 is 
der and indulging to the boy, who lay with him till big 143 
death. 9 
„He deſired he might receive the ſacrament the day 1 
he died, and the Sunday preceding, at which times he 9 
appeared altogether ſerious, grave and compoſed, ſaying, he 9 
was eaſy in his mind, and Was ready to enter another 1,5 
world.“ 8 1 
At the Place of Execution. iS 
cc About q o'clock they were carried up to the chapel, Mr. 19 
Stanley appeared compoſed and ſerene, but reading a ſermon, 0 4 
on a ſudden flew out into a paſſion, and ſaid, he was vexed on 1 
no account, but becauſe he had not fired the whole houſe 130 
where Mrs, Maycock died, | BH 
«© He. was requeſted to lay aſide thoſe ſtarts of ſudden + 3 
paſſion, if poſſible, and be in charity with all the world. SP — 
He then grew very calm, and called earneſtly upon God.— _ 4 
He received the ſacrament with the utmoſt devotion, and af- 10 ' 
terwards ſaid he was perfectly eaſy at the thoughts of leaving If 
this world, which to him had been a life of anxiety and con- 38 
ant hurry and uneaſineſs. 10 


le was carried in a mourning coach to Tyburn. Mr. 
Stanley arriving at the place of execution turned pale 1 
he was put into the cart; and ſaid to me be goes fick, He 
defired that the ropes which, were round them [H arrington, 
Saunders and himſelf] and tied over the tree, might be again 
untied, that they might kneel down while God was worſhip- 
ed, which was accordingly done. During the prayers he was 
extremely earneſt and fervent ; but a ſickneſs at his ftomach at 
times coming upon him he leaned his head, and deſired me to 
ſupport him with my hand. 
| - & Being aſked, if he intended to ſay any thipg to the 
people? he anſwered, No, his whole mind be had told me, 
which he ſuppoſed people would ſee ; and he had nothing 
more to add. He then ſaid, that as his ftiends had provided a 
hearſe that ſtood near to hear away his body, he hoped no one 
would be ſo cruel as to deny his relations the gift of his dead 
limbs, that they might receive chriſtian burial; unleſs he was 
promiſed that he could not die in peace. 
WMben the cap was putting over his countenance he was 


ſeen to ſhed tears: receiving the pity. of all preſent, he eaſily 
| N his breath.“ 
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06 STEPHEN GARDENER, for a BunUEiñ. 
He was hanged at Tyburn; on Monday, Dec. 23; 77239 
aged 25 years: CO Ear Ho 


* s ! 
tt — Fa G 
— 


STEPHEN GARDENER for a Burglary, and JOHN 
MARTIN for receiving Stolen Goods, January, 1523-4. 
'TEPHEN GARDENER and JOHN MARTIN, of 


| *- $t. Leonard's, Shoreditch, were indicted; Gardener for 
breaking and entering the houſe of Dorcas Roberts, and fteal- 


ing a parcel of linen, value 251. January 6, in the fight, and 


Martin for receiving part of the ſame, knowing the fame ts 
have been ſtolen. 5 „ 
Dorcas Roberts. I made my doors and windows faſt at 
night when I went to bed, and next morning, my window- 
ſhutters and the glaſs of the caſement were broken, and the 
goods were gone. I acquainted a friend with it, and he found 
out the priſoners, and apprehended them. 5 
Second Witneſs. Mrs. Roberts complaining to me of het 
loſs, I made enquiry, and heard that Stephen Gardener had 


been ſauntering about near the houſe. I knew that he had the 


character of a looſe idle fellow, and that he had been an evi- 
dence in this court, and therefore, having a ftrong fuſpicion 
of him, I made it my buſineſs to learn where he lodged. I 
and another went there about ſix o'clock in the morning, and 


found him a- bed with a-woman. He then had on his back a 


ſhirt worth a guinea and a half. I told him I did not ſuppoſe 
he came honeſtly by ſuch a ſhirt as that, and therefore I ſuſ- 


pected it belonged to Mrs. Roberts, and that it was he who 


had broke open her houſe; but he would own nothing, till, 
buy ſearching between the bed and the mat, I found a ſack, 
in which was all the linen Mrs. Roberts had loſt, except the 
ſhirt on his back, and another ſhirt and two ſmocks ; for ſhe 
told me the particulars of what ſhe had loſt. I aſked him 
what he had done with the ſhirt and two ſmocks that were 
wanting, and he ſaid he had given them to John Martin, 
(the other priſoner) for a dram, and for letting him ſtay in his 
ſhop till the watch was broke up, leaſt he ſhould be appre- 


hended. Upon that we ſecured Gardener and went to Mar- 


tin, who kept a little brandy-ſhed, where we found the linen 


wet at the bottom of a baſket, under ſome ſmall- coal; Mar- 


tin owned that he received the linen of Gardener, for locking 


him up in the ſhop till the watch broke up. Gardener, when 


he was carried before the juſtice, pulled the ſhirt off his 3 


/ 


aw qc at 


and delivered it to the proſecutrix, confeſſed the fact, and 
here is his confeſſion, which was taken in writing, read over 
to him, and ſigned by him. 

Then the confeſſion was read in court. 


Gardener. I happened to be locked out of my lodging, and 
as I was going along to ſeek for another, I found this linen in 


an alley, about four o'clock in the morning, and fo J carried 

it to Martin's. | LATE | 
Martin, I did not receive the linen from Gardener, but 

he left it upon a box where it lay, and I never meddled with 


it till the people came to enquire for it, and then I delivered 


it readily. 


4 


The jury found both.the priſoners guilty. Gardener received 
ſentence of Death, and Martin was ordered to be Tranſported 


tor fourteen years. 


"& Arca of Stephen Gardener. 


- Stephen Gardener was born in Moorfields. At about fours 
teen he was put appentice to a weaver, but had no ſtrong 


inclinations to work. He had ſerved but a little part of his 


time before he played ſome rogue's tricks in the neighbour- ' 


hood, for which being complained of, his maſter corrected. 


him ſeverely. Stephen, not liking ſuch uſage, and imagining | 
he could eaſily ſhift for himſelf, ran away, and wandered a- 
bout in an idle manner, till he was almoſt ſtarved, and then 


neceſſity drove him home to his friends. They took him in, in 


hopes of ſeeing a reformation ; but, finding he was not fo eaſi- 
ly to be reclaimed as they expected, and that all their good 
advice was thrown away upon him, they ſent him to ſea, in 


a corn-veſlel, that traded to France and Holland, 


As he was not extremely diligent, the ſailors uſed him very 
roughly, which ſoon made him fo weary of a ſea-life, that, 
when he returned to England, he made great promiſes to his 


friends, that he would mend his manners, if they would but 


let him live in his own country. Willing to try what good 


they could do with him, they put him to a waterman. But no 
work would agree with Stephen, nor could he bear to be kept 


under the leaſt reſtraint; and therefore he ſoon left this maſter, ' | 


as he had left the former, and employed himſelf in playing at 


cards, dice, and ſkittles, in and about Moorfields, as long as 


be had two-pence in his pocket; but when his caſh was ſunk 
below that ſum, be would play at chuck-farthing with the 
| 6 A boys, 
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boys, till he had either recruited his ſtock, or was quite broke. 


If he loft all, his next expedient was picking pockets, though 


in this he had but bad ſucceſs. His firſt attempt of this kind 
was in Guild-hall, while the. ſtate · lottery was drawing, where 
he took a wig out of a gentleman's pocket. The gentleman 


perceived what he was at, but ſeemed to take no notiee till 


the wig, was quite drawn, out, and then he ſeized my young 
iver, and cried out, A pick-pocket ! Stephen immediately 


dropped the wig, and made a thouſand proteſtations of his in- 
nocence. Vehement proteſtations are none of the leaſt ſigns 


of guilt ; but there being ſome credulous perſons preſent, 


they took his part, and perſuaded the gentleman to Jet him 


go. This eſcape encouraged him to venture further; but in 
about a month, he was taken again in a fact of the ſame 
kind: the gentleman, not caring for the trouble of profecu- 
ting, delivered him over to the mob, who handled him ſo ſe- 


verely, that he often fell upon his Laces and with tears in his 
eyes, begged them to carry him before a ante, and * 


him ſuffer the law. 
This treatment made him forſwear pieking pockets: but 


ſame time after, he became acquainted with a couple of houſe- 
| breakers, Garraway and Sly. They offered to. take him in 
for a partner in their way of buſineſs ; but, (as he-ſaid) he 


rejected the propoſal, till one night he loft all his money, and 


moſt of his cloaths, in playing at cards at an alehouſe in 


Moorfields, and then he went to his new companions, who 
were glad to ſee him. Now, ſays Garraway, the firſt thing 
we'll go upon, ſhall be to rob my brother. This was pre- 


ſently agreed to, and ſo away they went, and broke open the 


houſe; but they got little beſides his brother and ſiſter's 
cloaths, which they ſold. for 2 trifle, and: ſoon ſpent the mo- 


ney. Garraway then propoſed to rob his uncle, who had a 


conſiderable quantity of plate in his houſe. This, like the 
former, was quickly reſolved on, and executed. The plate 
they ſtole was carried to Nan Gill, who ſold it, and ſunk all 


the money. Gardener was ſo provoked at being thus bit out 
of his ſhare of what he ventured his life for, that he ſurrender- 


ed himſelf to Jonathan Wild, and informed againſt Garraway, 
Sly, and Gill, and they were all three taken, The two men 
were tried and convicted of felony, on the evidence of Gar- 
dener. Nan Gill was in cuſtody at the ſame time, but it 
ſeems there was a good underſtanding betwixt her and Jona- 


than; for, by his management, ſhe was not brought to a tri- 
Al ll ho; next ſeſſions, en was in n July, and then kw | 
2 | 7 Dy ener, 


dener, having been ſet at liberty, was not to be found, and, 
for want of his evidence, ſhe was acquitted. | 

Near half a, year before Gardener engaged with the two 
houſe-breakers, he happened to fall into company with a wo- 
man upwards of forty years old, at an ale-houſe in Fleet- 
lane. She ſhewed him a conſiderable ſum of money, upon” 
which he preſently propoſed matrimony to her, and ſhe as rea- 
dily conſented. A clergyman was immediately ſent for, and- 
they were married. 

Stephen now fancied that hz had made his fortune, tho? at 
the ſame time ſeveral of his neighbours prophecied, that he 
would die at Tyburn, and indeed he was quickly in a fair 
way of fulfilling their prediction. For he and his wife were 
both taken up by their landlord, on ſuſpicion of felony, and 
carried by a conſtable to St. Sepulchre s watch-houſe. The- 


landlord could not directly charge them with ſtealing any 


thing; but was in hopes, by this means, to bring them to a 
confeſſion, though. he found himſelf miſtaken ; for they would! 
confeſs nothing, and therefore the conſtable diſmifſed them: 
But as Gardener was going away, the conſtable ſaid to him, 
Beware how you come here again, or this bell-man will cer- 
tainly ſay his verſes over ye. The bell-man was then in the 
watch-houſe. 

It has long been a cuſtom for the bell-man of St. Sepul- 
chre's pariſh (on the night before the priſoners are to be ex- 
ecuted) to come under Newgate and ring his bell, and re- 
peat the following verſes to the criminals in the condemned - 
hold. | 

All you that in the Condemn'd-Hold do lie, 
Prepare you, for to-morrow you ſhall die. 
Watch all and pray, the hour is drawing near, 
That you before th* Almighty muſt appear. 
Examine well yourſelves, in time repent, 


That you may not t' eternal flames be — 85 ; 
And when St. *Pulchre's bell to-morrow tolls, 
The Lord above have merry on your ſouls!—- 

Paſt twelve ode“ 


This exhortation auphe t to be FR by a rfl; as appears 


by the following paſſage extracted from Stow's Sury- Yo. edit. 
1 01854 in Fn page 195+ 


45 ere "hin: citizen and Merchants Tailer, of London, 
= gaue to the pariſh church of S. Sepulchres, the ſumme of 


22 Sol. bas. after the ſeueral ſeſſions of Loadon, when the be 
On | | priſoners 
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priſoners remaine in the goale, as condemned men to death, 


expecting execution on the morrow. following: the clarke 
[that is, the parſon] of the church ſhoold come in the night- 


time, and likewiſe early in the morning, to the window of 


the priſon where they lye, and there ringing certain toles with 
a hand-bel, appointed for the purpoſe, he doth afterward (in 
moſt chriſtian manner) put them in mind of their preſent 


condition, and enſuing execution, deſiring them to be pre- 


pared therefore as they ought to be. When they are in the 
cart, and brought beforè the wal of the church, there he 


ſtandeth ready with the ſame bel, and after certain toles re- 


hearſeth an appointed praier, deſiring all the people there pre- 
ſent to pray for them. The beadle alſo of Merchant-tailors- 
hal bath an honeſt allowed ſtipend, to ſee that this is duely 
done.” 


3 declared, that when the conſtable told him the : 


bell-man would ſay his verſes over him, it ſtruck him to the 


heart; but yet he had not the reſolution to mend bis man- 


ners. 


Soon after the RE We had diſmiſſed him, he met with 
ane Rice Jones, with whom he travelled on horſeback into 
Wales. They went upon what they call The paſſing-lay; 
that is, one of them takes a countryman into an ale-houſe, 


under pretence of any buſineſs they can think of; then the 
other comes in as a ſtranger, and in a little time finds a pack 


of cards, which his companion had deſignedly laid upon ſome 


ſhelf in the room, and ſo the two ſharpers begin to play. At 
laſt one of them offers to lay a great wager on the game, and 


ſtakes the money down; the other ſh. ws his cards to the 


countryman, and convinces him that he muſt certainly win, 


and offers to let him go halves in the wager: but ſoon after 


the countryman has laid down bis money, the ſharpers ma- 


nage the matters ſo as to paſs off with it. 


In this practice they were very ſucceſsful. Tbay ſtaid ſome 
time at Briſtol, and there Jones procured a gold watch and 
chain, a ſuit of laced cloaths, and about 100 guineas, in 
a manner unknown to Gardener; for there had been ſome 
quarrel betwixt them, and Jones had ſtruck him upon the 
road with a hedge-ſtake:. and now it came into Gardener's 


bead that he might at once revenge himſelf, and make his 


fortune, if he could but find an opportunity of murdering 
Jones: And, therefore, diſſembling his reſentment, and 


taking no exceptions at any thing that Jones did, they ap- 


peared 1 to be * Gs: again, and continued their journey 
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to Bath, where they ſtaid ſeveral days, and then reſolved to 
go forward ; but, in the morning before they ſet out, Gar- 
dener itole an iron peſtle at the inn where they lay, and put 
it into his boot, with a deſign to daſh out bis companion's 
brains, when they came into ſome wood, or other bye place. 
As they rode along, he moſtly kept behind the other, and 
twice took out the peſtle to execute his deſign, but his heart 
ſtill failed him; for he was afraid, if he miſſed his blow, he 
ſhould be killed himſelf by Jones, who was an over-match for 


him, and.fo he put the peſtle in again, but did not entirely 


give over his purpo'e; for, when they came to their inn at 
night, he lai] it by privately, and took it with him again next 


morning. As he rode along, it fell out of his boot, he diſ- 


mounted, and took it up unperceived by Jones; but in a lit- 
tle time it fell out again, and he was now ſo fearful he would 


take notice of it, and diſcover his deſign, that he did not of- 


fer to take it p a ſecond time; but laid aſide all thoughts of 
the murder, and in two or three days took an opportunity of 
parting. As he was going away, Jones called to him, Hark 
ye, Gardener, whither are you going? To London, ſays 
Gardener. Why then, replied Jones, you are going to be 
banged, | 


This was the third propheſy of G s coming to the 


gallows; but, however, he was reſolved to venture, and his 
firſt fact, after parting with Jones, was upon a little lone 
houſe between Abergavenny and Monmouth. The windows 


were ſhut up; he knocked at the door ſeveral times, to ſee 


if any body was at home; but hearing no anſwer, he broke 
the ſhutter, and wrenched open the caſement, and fo went in. 
He found a large quantity. of cloaths, and ſome writings in a 
box, but no money, and being unwilling to, load his horſe 


with a large bundle, for fear of being diſcovered, he took 


only one gown, and ſo rode forward for London. 

Soon after bis arrival, he met with Garraway and Sly, as 
we haye ſeen already, and; „ in two or three weeks after their 
eonviction, he was diſcharged out of Newgate ; but would 
Not take warning by their puniſhment. For in a few days, 
having a ſmall acquaintance at a houſe on Addle-hill, he ſlip- 
ped into the entry in the duſk of the evening, and going ſoft- 
ly up to the garret, twiſted off a padlock, and took a ſuit of 
cloaths, which he carried away undiſcovered. 

. next fact was that for which he received ſentence of 
deat b N 
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| ; ©; fb: bi f + Behavieur EO Condemnation, the Ordinary gives the 


follewing Account. 


This unfortunate young man was 8 obſervant of 


bis duty; he was never eaſy, nor let others be ſo, but when 
they were reading or praying. He was commonly bewailing 


his ſad condition, eſpecially when his friends and acquaintance 
went to ſee him. He employed himſelf in peruſing the pſalms, 
particularly the 51ſt. The morning he died, he, with many 
tears, received the ſacrament, and reſigned up himſelf to 'the 
will of providence. 


When he arrived at the place where he was to atone for his 


faults, be appeared very devout, in the moſt ardent manner cal- 
ling upon God and Chriſt. Before he went, he was deſired 
by ſome of his acquaintance to put ſomething upon his body, 
beſides the- thin covering of his ſhroud, in order to fence a- 


gainſt the extreme cold, which might perhaps ſo injure his 


body, as to prevent the fervency of bis prayers, and draw off 
his thoughts from heaven. 


To that he replied, that as he had endured the. cold on . 


day and the Sunday night, he was reſolved not to put on 
cloathing on his body during the time he ſhould continue in 
this world ; for he was of opinion, that he could not too much 
puviſh-and afflict himſelf for the crimes he had committed: 

he was of opinion, that there muſt be an atonement for vice, 
either in this world or the next. When he was at the place 


of ex<cution, he ſpoke to the people, to aſſure them, that 


though ſome malicious people had been pleaſed to accuſe his 


ſather and mother, as if they knew of his robbing the laun- 


dreſs [Dorcas Roberts] he declared, .as a dying man, that 


they were wholly ignorant of it, nor did they own the bag 
that the linen was put into: he then. ſpoke to ſome of his 
companions, whom he -ſaw there preſent, deſiring them to 
take warning by his calamitous fate, and to fly from vicious 
company, and return to a fober life, which was the only way 
to be happy in this world, as well as in the next. 


* 


He was hanged at e Tyburn, on Monday Feb. 3) 172 *. 
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Thu . Trial if LEWIS HOUSSART, the French Bar- 
a ber, for the murder of his wife, March, 1724. 


Lew HOUSSART of Shoreditch, labourer, was in- 
dicted for the murder of Ann his wife, by cutting her 
| throat with a razor, February 26, 1723-4. 

Fe was a ſecond time indicted on the coroner's inquiſition 
for the ſaid murder. 

Ann Rondeau, the mother of the Kern J live in Seri 
Alley in Shoreditch; on the 26th of February laſt, between 
ſeven and eight in the evening, a boy came to me, and ſaid a 
gentleman wanted to ſpeak with me at the ſign of the Black- 
Dog within Biſhopſgate. My daughter, the deceaſed, en- 
quired of the boy what ſort of a perſon it was that wanted 
me? the boy anſwered, A gentleman in whitiſh cloaths. So 
I left my daughter fitting by the-fire in good health, and went 


to the Black- dog, but when I came there I could hear of no- 


body that wanted me, and therefore I returned immediately, 
and going into the room I found my daughter fitting in her 
2 with her head leaning againſt the chimney piece, as if 
| the had been aſleep. I called to her, and faid, What are you 
faſt aſleep? She not anſwering, I took hold of one of her 
hands, and letting it go again it fell down, at which being 


ſurprized I looked upon her and ſaw ſome blood, and then 


ſaw that her throat was cut. 

Court. In what manner has the priſoner behaved himſelf 
to the deceaſed? + 

Ann Rondeau. They have been married fix years ; 1 
he has lived with her but a little part of that time, for 
he ſoon conſumed all ſhe had by gaming, and then he left her. 
But two years afterwards ſhe having been farniſhed with ſome 
houſhold goods, he came to her again, pretending that for the 
future he would behave himſelf better towards her, and ſhe 
was perſuaded to go to live with him; but when he got her 
goods into a cart, he appointed her to meet him at ſuch a+ 
place, inſtead of meeting her as he had promiſed, he carried 
the goods to a different place and made them away; and then 
abſconded; ſince laſt Chriſtmas he came to ſee her again. 
She complained of a pain in her ſtomach, and he pretending 
to be a furgeon as wel! as a barber, ſaid he would- give her 
| ſomething to do her good, and fo went and fetched what he 
called conſerve of roſes, and gave it her. In an hour's time 
it ſet her a LR ſo violently that I ene would 
8 have 
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have died; for it was ſeveral hours before it had quite 
done working that way, and then ſhe lay altogether ſenſeleſs 
as in a ſwoon, ſo that I was afraid ſhe was dead; nor did I 
think her life was out of danger for a fortnight, and ſince 
that time ſhe has daily complained of a great pain at her ſto- 
mach, and ſaid ſhe ſhould never do well again. 

Court, How did you leave the door when you went 
out? 

Ann Rondeau. I left it upon a Fiench latch, that 
opened on the out-fide. The priſoner put: the latch on him- 
le. - 

Martha Rupert. That night as the deceaſed was mMur- 
dered, I think it was between ſeven and eight o'clock, I ſaw 
ſuch a man as the priſoner and a boy together near the houſe 
where the deceaſed then lived, The man had a whitiſh coat 
on, but I cannot ſwear poſitively that it was the priſoner, be- 

cauſe his hat was flapped, and I could not very well ſee his face. 
He aſked the boy which way ſhe was gone? and the boy faid 
That way. Then the man went towards the deceaſed's houſe, 

and the boy went towards Shoreditch. 

Martha Bread-and-wine, [ Painvin.] I lived e two. 
doors of the. deccafed, and going out between ſeven. and 
eight. at night for a pail of water, a boy and man came run- 
ning towards me. The boy was in a brown coloured coat, 
and the man in a whitiſh one; he was in height and perſon 
every way like the priſoner: the boy went down the ſteps to- 
wards the deceaſed's mother's houſe. 
Solomon Rondeau, the deceaſed's brother. About eight 
o'clock my mother came to me, and ſaid my ſiſter's throat 
was cut, upon which I ran to her and found her wind-pipe 
was cut clear aſunder. When I had a little recovered from 
my ſurpriſe, I ran to the Black-Dog, but hearing nothing of 
any perſon there J ſuſpected it had been done by the priſoner, 
| and therefore went to Lothbury to enquire. for him, and be- 
ing directed from place to place, I at laſt went to the Blue- 
Ball in Prince's-ftreet, and aſked for him, but I was anſwered 
by the maid that he was not there. Next morning I got a 

_ conſtable to apprehend him, and went again to the Blue-Ball. 

The maid again denied him, and refuſed to open the door, 
but I aſſerting he was there, and telling her that the perſon 

that was with me was an officer, ſhe at laſt lerus in. We 

went directly up ſtairs and knocked at the door: the priſoner's 
ſecond wife anſwered us, and in a little time having flipped on 

a petticoat ſhe opened the door, and we went into the cham- 


ber, where we found the priſoner. The conſtable told him 
- | GE | | we 
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ve were come to apprehend him on ſuſpicion of murdering 
his wife; Ann Houffart. Upon this he ſet up a bravado 
laugh, and bid us look in his face, and ſee if there was any 
thing in his countenance that ſhould induce us to believe be 
would be guilty of ſuch an action, and affured us he knew 
nothing of it. 0 

Thomas Bernard, the conſtable, Mr. Rondeau deſired me 
to go with him to apprehend the priſoner. We went to a 
houſe in Lothbury, where we were informed that he had 
married another wife, and lodged at the Blue-ball in Princeſs- 
ſtreet. We went thither and enquired for him, the maid 
denied that he lodged there, and ſtood to it ſtiffly, till we told 
her we were well aſſured that he was there, and were 
come to take him on ſuſpicion of having murdered his wife, 
and then ſhe let us in, and told us in which room he lay, and 
there we apprehended him, and let him know that it was on 
ſuſpicion of murdꝭ ring his wife. He ſhewed but very little 
concern, and ſaid he was entirely innocent. I found a razor 
and a caſe of inſtruments in his pocket. . 

Elizabeth Waldridge. The ' priſoner had a room in my 
houſe where he ſometimes uſed to work ; but it was without 
bed or furniture, That night the murder was committed he 
came thither about ſix o'clock, or between hx and ſeven, 
and he had a whitiſh coat on when he came in, and he ſtaid 
there a quarter of an hour. Afterwards when he was in the 
Condemned-Hold in Newgate he ſent for me, and defired 
I would not take any notice of his being at my houſe that. 
* by 
Elizabeth Hill. I lived in Mrs. Waldridge's hou The 
priſoner came thither in his ſhaving coat about ſix o'clock that 
night his wife's throat was cut, and when he went away he 
had on a whitiſh great coat, and a ſword by his ſide, and a 
cane in his hand. 

Deborah Sprag. The priſoner's new „ being my ac- 
quaintance, ſhe came to pay me a viſit at my houſe, at the 
Furk's-Head, near the Work-houſe in Biſhopſgate- ſtreet, ang 
brought her apprentice with her. She ſaid that her huſpand, 
the priſoner, 'was to come and fetch her home. My maid 
came and told me it was paſt eight o'clock, and aſked me if 
ſhe ſhould ſhut up the thop? I told her the might. She 
did ſo, and then fetched out ſome victuals for the apprentice, 
and when he had juſt made an end of his ſupper the priſoner 
knocked at the door. As ſoon as he came in, he ſaid to the 
apprentice, If I muſt not eat with you, I'll drink with 
you ; and fo without eating any thing, he ſat down by the fire- 
6 E 6 . ide, 


3 
* 
» 


, 


* X 2 5 2 "pn > * dN * 915 ACS — 
— e e ee 2 N * — * 
„c þ + P N 4 . 


as 


* £% : 51 
- 78 
3 2 $4 

48 * 
2 , 1 
4. i 4:8 

1 
42 2 

7 y - 
ba, g 4 
- x $7: 
1 of 
8 
1 

8 F 
* 43 "4 > 
* 2:14" 
4 4 WH 
», * 
1 
FI 1 E 
-- 424 

- n 
©. 1h * 
. I 
ee 
WA f 

RF! 

4:4 Th. - 
348 & 
1 
. — 1 
1 
„ 

4, 1 

FAT: * 
11 
. 

: 4 

% : 7 
4 
» 428 
* e 

- £4 : * 
i 

9 
140 
l 
+23&B 
- 488 
L iT 8 * 

— 4.8 : 
» 3% : 5 

* My 

5 

— 8% 

52 2 
* 44% * 

Patt! = 

v4: 4; 
+ 69 i 
2 

ak Pye, 
e. > £4 
© 24 i 
14 * iy 

4 
+ 1 

4 By Wt”: 

' * 27 
„ 15 

+ 258 7 

A Jy . 

9 — 4 

e 

* 17 2 

1 

1 

6.8 . 
28 5 
1 "= - 
$2: th N 
4 wo, 4 
$2. 

44; N 19 
7 
7 

by by] + 

9 4 

*, * * o 

i" 4 

187 . 
1 
5 1 fo 

x. of 

. : 

ö 6 

4% 19% $ 4 

71 
e 2 
4 655 

* * 
7” 1 . 

N 
py] : 

"8 ; 
LET 7. e 
"« Oo * Ty 
® wh 
ä 

i 5 

4% 4 
Fr | 8 
1448 1 N 
L . 
„ 

it 
Ban 
1 
a} 

7:48 * 
e 
. x ' 
Ie 
bl 7 
9 
ve 

ate” 7 

14 Bp 

i: 7 
1 95 
2 * 
1 : 
N. f 
624,07 - 
LE 4 £ 
£*41 

31 

1 
1 
*. 
1 
b; 5 

| 4 
: 
l 
7 7 

4 

- 2:0 
1 

I. 
1 
wit 

7 

4 = 
5 

( 

940 

5 1 

1 4 

ol 15 

5 vie 

i o 
mnt 
IT 
1 bf 

tt 

Ft 5 

as þ 

wh 4 

4 Nos 
* 

5 4 Tx 

” 4 * 2 
- it, . 
F 1 

255 7 
* YI 

Neth $3 

15,1, 088 

£100 * 

4 71 Nt 

BHT 

Te / 

14h 

14 

+ : 

1 qt 

q + 

wh 

W 

129 

Pris 

19 

$ 

wh 

Tt 

. 

1 
34 
1 

ei 

5 

* 

1 

* 

U"% 

457 

$7: 

7 

1 

1 

47 

5 

wt 
offer? 

- 87 

1 
. 8 

17 

bh 

% 

FT 

* 

. 

4 

3 + 

+ 

5% 

A. 

G if 

2 

10 

1789 

0 

. $ 
: 

12 

a 15 

un 

7 


ED: 


* 
, 2 
19 


4 
| 


RIP Snort 
8 P 222 


— 


Pon 
1 
5 


— 


—— —— — — — 


— 


* 
7 
3 


; 
* 
4 
9 
14 þ 
at 
1 
* 
* 
4 
5 
F 
+ 
7 
1 
"$5 
be, 
* 
* 
1 
2 
8 
5 
8 
? 
1 
af 
43 
. 
4.2 
; 
F 
£ 
* 
8 
* 
1 
1 
U 
4 
r 
+F 
4 
} | 
* 
4 
4 
4 
* * 
. 
13; 
22 
C 
\ 
5 
* 


—— 7 — — — — — wy ohne — 


8 2 >" - JD + 4 - 
5 —. 1 ˙ os > at — 
wi” 9 o _ 
p * 

5 er Pax 1 
— * 
. 5 : 

— 4 — o.. — * 7 7 7 © * 2 => 


no other wife, 


218 LEWIS: HOUSSART, for Mok DEE. 


ſide, in a muſing poſture, and ſet his cane in the chimney- 
corner. By and by, on a ſudden he catched the cane up, and 
gave a great ſtart, I vas a little ſurpriſed at the motion, and 


. aſked him the meaning of it? to which, after a pauſe, he an- 


ſwered, As I juſt come from buſineſs, I was in ſome con- 
cern leſt your huſband ſhould come home, and ſee me in this 
dirty dreſs.  _ | 1 

Clarges Fradding, (Claudius Praddin.) About a year 
ago, the priſoner having the liberty of my ſhop to make a wig 
in, we fell into ſome diſcourſe about love and matrimony, 
and I ſaid to him, I wonder how you can pretend courtſhip 
to ſo many young women as you do; when, if you could 
gain their conſent, you know you cannot marry any of them, 
beeauſe you have got a wife already. He anſwered, I could 


do well enough as to that, for my wife is of ſuch a religion, 


that ſhe deſerves to be burnt for it,-and it would be no more 


fin to kill her than to kill a dog, whether I did it or any 
body elſe.” And when he 
aid he was a Socinian. 


was before Sir Francis Forbes, he 


Lewis Marriot; I was walking with the priſoner's ſecond 
wife after the murder was done. She ſaid ſhe had been mar- 


tied to him about five weeks; but hearing, (ſoon after their 
marriage) that he had got another wife, ſhe taxed him with 
it. Heſwore it was falſe, and offered to take the ſacrament upon 


it. She told him, if it was not ſo, he ought to arreſt thoſe who 


reported it, and clear his reputation, or otherwiſe ſhe would 
not cohabit with him; to which he replied, My dear don't be 


% 


uneaſy, for in a little time I'll make you ſenſible that I have 


be Priſoner's Defence, 


Priſoner. | am ſo far from being guilty of the mur- 
der, that I have not ſo much as ſeen her ſince December 


laſt. | | 
& Edward Satchell depoſed that the priſoner came to his 


houſe about ſix o'clock, the chimes at the Change having 


newly. gone, deſired to borrow ſix-pence of him, ſaying he 
was going to Newgate ſtreet, and that he came to his lodg- 
ings again about half an hour after ſeven, and had then the 


- cloaths on which he appeared in at the bar . 


* have taken this depoſition verbatim from the Seſſions-pzper - becauſe 


J am not certain whoſ: houſe, and whoſe lodging the witneſs means; whe- 


ther his own or the priſonrr's : though ſrom what is {wore by the next cvi- 
dence, I take it to be the priſoner's. q ; | 
Fs 1 | Elizabeth 


_ 


* 


a 


a 


%” ä — 2 


* . 


Elizabeth Payton. The priſoner, went from my miſtreſs, 
Madam Hern's * lodging, to put ſome cloaths on. He 
came before eight o'clock, * ſaid, he was going to my 
miſtreſs, who was then viſiting at Madam Sprag's, at the 
Turk's-Head in Newgate-ſtreet T. As he was going down 


ſtairs, I told him his back was white, but he ſaid it was no 


matter, and ſo went away directly, and he came home with 
my miſtre's between eleven and twelve o'clock. 


Francis Pipe, Mrs. Hern's apprentice. Having been out, | 


I came home about five o'clock, and the priſoner was 
gone out, I afterwards went, with my miſtreſs, to Madam 


Sprag's, and when the priſoner came there, it was paſt eight 
o' clock. | 


Lucy Stock. When the priſoner came to Mrs. Sprag' ; 7, it 
was between eight and nine o'clock. 


* Lewis Haines. About eight o'clock, as near as I can 
gueſs, I ſaw the priſoner in Throgmorton-ſtreet, and he was 
in the ſame cloaths as he has on now, which cannot be called | 


Whitiſh, 


n * 
* 


The e againſt the — were very ſtrong; 5 


yet as they did not amount to a legal evidence, the jury ac- 


quitted him. But the court ordered him to remain in cuſtody 
to be tried for bigamy, . * | 


ba Elizabeth Hern was ; the priſoner's new wife. She then ved in Prince? 9 


Court, in Lothbury. It is probable the priſoner went from hence to Mrs. 


Waldridge* s, at whole houſe he put on his great coat betweek fix rr feven 
o'clock. 
H- 


af This appears to be a miſtake ; ; for Mrs, Sprag lived in Biſhopſgate - 
reet. 


bg 
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LEWIS HOUSSART, for Bic auv, April, 1724. 


| LVs HOUSSART, labourer, was indicted for marrying 


Elizabeth Hern, Tan- 24, 1723-4, his former wife, Ann 
Houſſart, fince murdered, being then living. 

Henry Briel. Tam miniſter of the French church in Spittle- 
Fields. On the 5th of March, in the fourth year of his ma- 
jeſty's reign, I married the priſoner and Ann Rondeau by a 
licence in my church, to which her father and mother be- 
lunged. Three. of our elders, and many other perſons were 
preſent, and the priſoner cohabited with her, as I think, for 
about three years : he followed the trade of a barber at Hoxton. 

Thomas Smith, a pariſh-clerk. On the 23d of Jan. laſt, the 
priſoner came and told me he had taken outa licence at Doctor 8— 
Commons to be married. And accordingly next morning 
he brought Elizabeth Hern with him to Quecnhith, and they 
were married by Mr. Lazenby, the miniſter of St. Antony's. 
The ceremony being over, he invited me to take a glaſs of 


weine, and we went to the Dog-Tavern. We had not been 


there long, before I obferved that he changed countenance, and 
all that the company could do was not enough to compoſe the 
diſorder that appeared in him; ſo that ſome of them afked him 
it herepented of what he had done? to which he anſwered, No. 
At parting he and his wife invited me to come-in the evening, 
and ſpend half an hour with them, and accordingly I went to 


them at an ale-houſe near Sion-College, and after ſome time 


I ſaw them in bed together, 

Hen, ry Satchel, 1 gave Elizabeth Hern to the priſoner in 
marriage. They were married as the former witneſs has de- 
poſed, there being ſeveral perſons preſent. 

Priſoner. I don't deny my marriage with Elizabeth Hern, 
but | was never married t6 Ann Rondeau. 


There was ſome debate in court concerning the firſt mar- 


riage, it having been performed by a miniſter of the French 
chuich, of the Preſbyterian perſuaſion: on which account the 
jury found a ſpecial verdict, and the priſoner was ordered to re- 
mzin in cuſtody till the Judges had determined the point. 

At the next ſeſſions in May, 1724, an appeal was lodged 


— 


againſt Lewis Houſſart, for the murder of his wife, by 


Solomon Rondeau ber brother. But this appeal being abated 
by reaſon of ſome faiſe Latin, another was lodged in court. 
The prifoner then prayed that the trial might be deferred till 


next ſei ons, that he might have tiq e to eee for bis de- 


fence, which the court granted. | 
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LEWIS HOUSSART, the French Barher, far the Mux- 


'DER of his Wife; on the Appeal of her Brother, SOLD. 
MON RONDEAU, October, 1724. | 


1 the former trial of Lewis Houſſart, for the murder of 


his wife, there appears a ſtrong preſumption, that he was 
the man who ſent the boy to tell Mrs. Rondeau, that a gen- 
tleman wanted her, at the Black-dog in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet 3 
Ps for want of the boy's evidence, the jury did not think 

roof ſufficient. 

Hs boy having heard of the murder, was afraid he ſhould 
be puniſhed as an accomplice, if it ſhould be known, that it 
Was 10 who carried the meſſage to Mrs. Rondeau. This pre- 
vented him from making a diſcovery till ſome time after the 
firſt trial; when his mother happening to ſpeak about the 


murder, he aſked her, What they would do to the boy if they 


found him? Do to him, ſays ſhe, why nothing at all, fooliſh 
ones ; what.did ye think they'd do to him ? Why, I "thought 
dhe bang him. No, ſimpleton! nobody would hurt him. 


_ of that, 1 know the boy. Aye, who was 
15 | 


hy it was 1 


We ſhall ſee the conſequence of this, in the trial which we 


are now Come tO. 


. Lewis Houſſart, of St. Leonard Shoreditch, labourer, was 


tried for the murder of Ann his wife, by cutting her throat 
With a razor, Feb. 26, 1723-4, on the appeal of Solomon 
Rondeau, brother and heir of the deceaſed. 

After a debate between the council for the appellant and 
lee concerning ſome preliminaries, they agreed to join 

ue on the priſoner's plea, which contained ſome matters in 
bar, and ſome in abatement. 

The matters contained in his plea were theſe, 

1. That beſides the appeal to which he now pleaded, there 
was another yet depending and undetermined. 
L 2. A miſnomer, in that his name - was not Lewis, but 

Ouis, 

3. That the addition of labourer was wrong, for he was 
not a labouxer, but a barber- ſurgeon. 8 

4. That there was no ſuch perſons in being, a8 John Doe, 
el. Richard Roe, who are mentioned as ir in the ape 
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222 LEWIS HOUSSART, for Muznes. 


Ron 


Between 7 and 8 © clock at night. - 


5. That Henry Rondeau was the brother and heir to the 
3 that Solomon Rondeau was not her brother and 
heir, and therefore was not the proper appellant. 

6. That the defendant was not guilty of the fact charged 
in the ſaid appeal. But, | 

As to the firſt, it appeared by the monde of the court, 
that the former appeal was quaſhed, and therefore not de- 


| pending. 


Ta the ſecond, it appeared on record, that he had hd | 
the name of Lewis, and he had pleaded to it in this court in 
two indiftments, one for murder, and one for bigamy. It 


was farther proved by his own hand-writing, that he uſed to 


write his name Lewis, and beſides, that he uſualy anſwered 
to that name. 

To the third, that he had likewiſe pleaded to the addition 
of Jabourer, in the two former indictments, and farther, one 
depoſed that the priſoner did not then carry on the trade 
as a maſter, but worked as a journeyman, or fervant to Mr. 
Fradden [or Praddin ], Another depoſed, that the priſoner was 
bound apprentice * to him, not long before laſt Chriſtmas, 


and conſequently was a ſervant or labqurer, 


To the fourth point, a witneſs. depoſed, that there were 
two ſuch perſons, as John Doe, and Richard Roe, then living 
in Middleſex, one being a weaver, and the other a ſoldier. 

To the fifth iſſue, Ann Rondeau, the mother of the deceaſ- 
ed, depoſed, that ſhe had no children but Solomon Rondeau, 
the 2 pellant, and Ann Rondeau, the deceaſed. That Henry 

a eau was but a half-brother to the deceaſed, he being by 
another venter, and that Solomon was brother and heir to the 
deceaſed. | 

And. as to the laft article, that he was not guilty of the 


murder, the 1 ny witneſſes appeared to prove hin guilty, 


and firft the boy, James Ainſworth [or Henſworth] was 


called. 
Council for the eller. How old are you, child? 
James Ainfworth. J was thirteen laſt Michaelmas, — 


Council, How long ago? 
A. Laſt winter. 
Wat month and day ? | 8 | 
BY k ] don't remember the day of the dane! but it 
was that night as Mrs, Rondeau was s murdered, and as I 


It is e 1 as he. was a foreigner, he bound himſclf apprentice, . 


Was 


in order to obtain bis freedom, 


T 


"alley ? 


| meſſage. 
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was ſtanding near the end of Swan-alley, in Shoreditch, the 
priſoner came to me, and aſked me if I would go of an errand? 
ſaid, Yes. Then he aſked me if I knew one Mrs, Ron- 


deau 1 I anſwered, No. Upon which he told me, that he 


would ſhew me the houſe, and give me a penny to go thi- 
ther, and tell Mrs. Rondeau that a gentleman wanted to 
ſpeak with her immediately, at the Black-dog alchouſe in Bi- 
_ ſhopſgate-ſtreet f. Then he went with me into Swan-alley, 
as far as within one door of Mrs. Rondeau's, and bid me go 
| down the ſteps, and afk for her; and ſo I did and delivered 
the meſſage, and, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would come preſently. When 
I came out of the houſe to the priſoner, he ſeemed to be do- 
ing his needs. He gave me a penny, and aſked me which 


way ſhe went? I told him towards the ſtreet, and then he bid 


me go about my buſineſs. 
Council. How could you ſee him at that time of wan fo | 


as to know him again 
J. A. I ſaw him plainly by the light of a me near the 
end of Swan- alley, where he ſtood talking with me. | 


Council, Are you ſure there was a lamp at the end of the 


A. It was not one of your common lamps that are put 
up to light the ſtreets, but it was a glaſs lamp that hung up at 


a butcher's ſhop. I believe ye call it a lanthorn. The * 


ſoner had a whitiſh coat on. 
Council. Did you ſee his face? 
F. A. Ves, and I am ſure that he is the man, the very 1 man 


{ 


that ſent me to Mrs. Rondeau's that night the murder was 


committed. And Mrs. Rondeau, who ſtands here, is the 


woman that 1 carried the meſlage to. 


Mrs. Rondeau. This i is the very boy that brought me that 


. A. Beſides, when I went to ſee the priſoner in New- 
gate, I knew him at firſt ſight, and picked him out from a- 


mong ſeveral, before any body told me which was he, or 


gave me the leaſt notice of him. 

Daniel Grenoe. When the boy went to Neweate, Mr. 
| Rouſe and another man led him up, and, without ſuffering 
any body to ſpeak to him, or give him the leaſt hint, they 
brought him into the room where the priſoner was, and ſeven 
or eight others were with him. The minute that the boy ſet 


+ This is an error that ſeems to lie between the writer and printer, for it 


was the Black-d og in Shoreditch, -—— There is ſuch another miltake j in Mrs. 
nen. s evidence in the n s fir(t trial. ü | 
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22% LEWIS HOUSSART, fot Muzbex. 


bis eyes upon the priſoner, he ſaid, This is the man! To 
which the pfiſoßef laid. What do ye mean, child? You don't 
know me. And the boy replied, Yes, but Ido. You gave 
me a penny to go to Mrs. Rondeau's in Swan-alley, and when 
I came out, you was deing your needs.—lf I had known of 
your coming, (ſaid the priſoner) I would have been provided 
Martha Bread and Vine. Between ſeven and eight on the 
night the murder was committed, as I was going for a pail of 
Water in Swan alley, I ſaw there a man and a boy. The boy 
Rood looking in the man's face, as if he was ſpeaking to him. 
The man was in à whitiſh coat, and for perſon and ſtature 
Was exactly like the priſoner, and the boy was about the ſize 
of this boy. They were then about ſix doors from Mrs. 
KRondeau's, and 1 ſaw the boy go down the ſteps into her 
re atone Rap Weg i 45 
Martha Rhubarb, ¶ Rupert.] I live in Swan-yard, and to 
the beſt of my knowledge, it was about eight at night, when! 
ſaw a man walking to and fro by my door. I went in and 
came out again, and then I ſaw the ſame man ſtanding betw: en 
two poſts, over. againſt my houſe, and afterwards I heard 
© him ſay to the boy, Which way is ſhe gone? And the boy 
anſwered, Towards Shoreditch. The man was in a whitiſh 
- coat, and A two-tailed wig, and his hat flapped over his face. 
In ſtature and perſon, he was like the priſoner and the boy 
was much about the ſame ſize as James Ainſworth is. 
Margaret Pinnet. I ſay the ſame night a man in Swan- 
yard. He aſked me, What o'clock it was, and what coun- 
try woman I was? And, I am ſure the priſoner is the man. 
1 knew him again in Newgate, not only by his cloaths, but 
, d EE... 
Ann Rondeau. This very boy (James Ainſworth) came 
to me between ſeven and eight that night my daughter was 
murdered, and ſaid, that a gentleman wanted to ſpeak with 
me. When I went from home, I left my daughter, the de- 
ceaſed, winding ſilk by the fire- ſide, and the door on the 
latch. And, at my return, I found the door open, and her 
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: throat cut to the very neck-bone. 5 | 
* 'Court, What was the priſoner's former behaviour to his 


wife? _ 1 
Mrs. Nondeau. Very bad; he had ruined her twice. For 
having conſumed all ſhe had in gaming and extravagance, he 
was arreſted, and afterwards ran away to Holland, and left 

her to ſhift for herſelf. In about two years he came back, and 
| Ending that ſhe had got ſome goods together, he . 
„ | ns that 


bone of her neck. | 2 
Eliz. Walbridge. The priſoner had a room in my houſe 


LEWIS HOUSSART, for Menn. 225 
that he had taken 4 houſe, and perſuaded her to puther goods 


in a cart. When he had got them all in, he bid her go one 


way, while he went another to meet her; in order to live to- 


gether again; but, inſtead of that, he carried the goods away, 


and ſold them, and did not come near her for a long time 
afterwards. I believe he gave her poiſon twice, for what ſhe 


took of him put her into ſuch diſorder, that ſhe was never 
right well afterwards. The firſt time, be gave her ſomething 


which he told her was Marlborough-ſtone ; it worked upwards, 


and made her extremely ſick. he ſecond time, he brought 
her what he called Conſerve of Roſes. She took it about 
ſix in the evening, and it ſet her a vomiting for three hours, 


in a moſt violent manner, and when it had done working, 


ſhe lay motionleſs and ſenſeleſs for ſeveral hours, inſomuch 
that I thought 'ſhe had been dead, and ſhe never 'recovered 
it thoroughly, for ſhe complained of it to her dying day. 


Court. Was the wound in her throat haggled, or did it 


ſeem to be done with a ſharp inſtrument ? 


Mrs. Rondeau. To be ſure it was done with 2 ſharp in- 


- 


ſtrument, for it was but one cut, and that went to the very 


in Swan-alley in Coleman-ftreet. He came thither, as near 
as I can gueſs, between ſeven and eight at night, and took a 


candle, and went up ftairs to his own room, where he dref- 


ſed himſelf; and, in a quarter of an hour, came down with 
a ſword and a cane, and he had a great coat on over a whitiſh 


coat. This was the ſame night as his wife was murdered ; 


and, as for the great coat, it has never ſince been heard of. 
After he was taken up and put into the condemned hold in 


Newgate, he ſent for me, and I went to him. He deſired 


me to go with a man who was there, and pawn a ſuit of 
cloaths, which I did, and brought him two guineas. When 
the man was gone, 'the priſoner defired me not to fay that he 
was at my houſe the night the murder was committed: I went 


to ſee him again, after he had taken his firſt trial, and ſaid to 


him, I wiſh, Mr. Houffart, you had been fick in your bed 
when this misfortune happened, becauſe it has occaſioned ſo 
much tiouble to you, and all your: acquaintance. To which 


he anſwered, I am not at all forry for it, for, if it had not 
happened then, it would have happened another time. 
Mary Hill. I lived with Mrs. Walbridge. I think it was 


not ſeven, but between fix and ſeven when the priſoner came 
to our houſe : he ſtaid in his room about a quarter of an hour, 
. ; 6 1 | * y a9 F 7 25 of of 12 7 A : 
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226 LEWIS HOUSSART,, for MorBDER. 


and when:he went away, he had a great coat on, and that was 
whitiſh, as well as his under coat. | 

Claudius Praduin. A conſiderable time beer the murder, 
the priſoner aſked me to let him have the uſe of my ſhop to 
make a wig or two, which I granted. And one day, as we 
were in diſcourſe together, 1 aſked him, how he could give 


bimſelf ſuch airs as he did, in pretending to, court young wo- 


men, when he had a wife already? His anſwer Was, I don't 
mind that, ſhe ſignifies nothing to me, for, if I ſhould find one 
that I like, I could proſecute this wife, and ſhe would be burnt 
for her religion; for, you muſt know, ſhe is a Socinian, and 
it is no more fin to ki}l her than to kill a dog. 

Mrs. Sprag. I live two doors beyond Half-moon-alley, 
in Biſhopſgate-ſtreet, where my huſband keeps a tobacco- 
niſt's ſhop. . Elizabeth Hern (the priſoner's preſent wife) is 


my acquaintance. That night the murder was committed ſhe 


came to pay me a viſit, and her apprentice, Francis Pike, 
came with her. She ſtaid ſupper with me, and when ſhe 
and J had ſupped, I gave a plate of victuals to Pike, and he 


| had juſt eaten it v ben the priſoner came in. It was then be- 


twixt eight and nine o'clock, which I remember by this to- 
ken, my maid came and aſked me, if ſhe might not ſhut up 


op, for, ſhe ſaid, my neighbour had ſhut his, and it was 


paſt eight o'clock. The priſoner fat down by the fire-ſide, 
and put his cave in the corner. I took notice, that he look- 


ed very thoughtful and melancholy, and, ſaid to him, Mr. 


Houſlart, you ſeem to be uneaſy. To. this he made me no 
anſwer; but in a few minutes he catched up his cane, and 
ſtarted up in a ſort of a ſurprize. I thought his behaviour 


was a little odd, and therefore I aſked him the reaſon of it. 


Nothing, ſays be, but I was concerned for fear your huſband 


ſhould come home, and find me in this pickle. Pickle ! ſays 


I, you have no need to be uncaſy on that account, for I think 
you are very Well: and indeed he was then drefled as. well, or 
rather better, than I had ſeen before. 

Charles Cotterel. I had fome acquaintance: with the pri- 
ſoner, for we had been neighbours. And, when he was in 
Newgate, about three ſeflions ago, he ſent a porter for me 
twice, and J went to him. He ſaid, he wanted to treat 
with me about being an evidence for him. I aſked him, how- 
I could be a witneſs, when I knew nothing of the matter? 
Why, ſays be, 1 would have you ſwear, that you and [ 
vere drinking together at an alehouſe in Newgate-ſtreet, at 
the time the murder was committed. Tho' I muſt own 1 
did give the boy a penny to call the 0! 1d woman out, and then 


vag 


nn FwY 
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J went in and gave my wife a touch with a razor, 
not think of killing her. And, the day before thi 
ſeſſions begun, he ſent for me again, and promiſed <© give me 


a new fhirt, a new ſuit of cloaths, and twenty guineas to 


ſwear for him. And when J objected againſt it as a great 
ſin, he ſaid, there was no more harm in taking a falſe oath, 
than in common curfing and ſwearing. | 


A * 


The Priſener* s Defence. | 
Edward Satchwell. I met the priſoner at abl6in half an hour. 


es ix o'clock, that night the murder was committed, and, 


he ſaid, he was going to Grey-fryars. I ſaw him again about 
ſeven, and at half an hour paſt ſeven we parted. 


Mary Hern, the daughter of the priſoner's new wife. The 
priſoner came to my mother's houſe in Princes ſtreet, in Loth- 


bury, between ſeven and eight that night, to ſee if my mo- 


ther was gone. My ſiſter aſked him to ſtay, but the maid 


ſaid to him, Mr. Houſſart, you don't conſider what o'clock 
it is, Why, what is it o clock? ſaid he. And ſhe N be- 


tween ſeven and eight. 


William Bradley. On the 26th of 8 laſt, about fe 
ven at night, I ſaw the priſoner juſt by the Royal- exchange. 


Priſoner. Did not you aſk me then to give you a pint ”" =P 


wine for ſocket money? 


\ 
Bradley. No; it was not I, but the drawer at the Vine- 


nn 


tavern did. 


Francis Pike, ' 1 am Mrs. Hern's apprentice, and went 
with her to Mr. Sprag s, a little beyond the work-houſe 16 
Biſhopſgate-ſtreet. 


. Prifaner, And what time was it when Ic came thither ?-: 
Pikes Between ſeven and eight at night. 


Elizabeth How., I can ſay nothing to the ſact; but as FA 
Charles Cotterel, the-laſt witneſs againſt the priſoner, I know 


him to be a forry, drunken fellow, and I have heard him in 


_ ſeveral ftories about the priſoner, as that the priſoner had given 


him half a guinea to go to a houſe, and offered him ten gui- 
neas, and twenty guineas, and the like, to fwear for him, 


Ihen the priſoner called ſome to his reputation, who de- 
poſed, That they knew no harm of him. He appeared to 


be much out of humour with his own witneſſes, and told 
ſome of them, that they ſwore more to his advantage at his 
former trial. Nor did he ſeem to be better ſatisfied with the 


(agement of his council, and ſollicitor: nor indeed was 
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his behaviour to che court becoming a man in his circums 
ſtances. 

The court having ſummed up the evidence, the j jury with- 
drew to conſider of their verdict, and after a ſhort tay re- 
turned. . 

Clerk. Gentlemen of the jury, how ſay you, as to the 


plea of miſnomer ? Do you find for the appellant or appellee? 


Foreman. We find for the appellant. 
Clerk, As to the addition of labourer, how ſay you? ? 
Foreman. We find for the appellant. 


Clerk. As to there being ſuch perſons he as John : 


Doe and Richard Roe? 
Foreman. We find for the appellant, 5 


Clerk, As to Solomon Rondeau's being the heir of the 


deceaſed? 
Foreman. We find for che appellant. 
Clerk. How ſay you, is the priſoner guilty of the murder 


laid to his charge, or not guilty? 


Foreman. Guilty. 


The judgment againſt him was reſpited till the 1 of ps 


vember, and ew he received ſentence of death. 


& An deco of Lewis Houſart, 


When Lewis Houſſurt was firſt under confinement for the. 
2 805 of his wife, he appeared to be very much dejected, me 
ſpent moſt of his time in reading books of devotion ; and, be- 


ſides the chaplain of Newgate, he had (as he deſired) a French 
| miniſter to attend him. ; 
Braut after he was acquitted on his firſt trial, his difcourle and 
behaviour was very much altered: he affected to look and talk 


like one who was altogether eaſy and innocent. 
And whenever he ſpoke of his firſt wife (though he alwaye 


denied the murder) he ſhewed ſo an concern, that every 


body was ſurprized at it. 


Before he was tried for marrying a ſecond wife, while the 
ase trouble myſelf to make 

any defence; > mga I know it is reſolved to convict me, 

on can be no ſcandal; for where there is no 
fault, there is no diſgrace; and it is no fault to marry a ſecond 
wife, when 5 he firſt is juſtly turned off as mine was; for ſhe. 
ian, but an irrational creature! a Socinian |. and 

therefore had no right to the benefit of the law, nor the com- 
mon enjoyments of life; for the ſcripture. ſays,. that, with: 
ſuch, we ought to have no converſation z no, not fo much ay 
to Fat with them, K. bis, 


firſt was living, he faid, I ſhal 
and my conv 


was no Chri 


. 
j 
i 


* 
„„ A at Sar. Ml. aus 


LEWIS HOUSSART, for MunbE a. 225 
This, I think, is an undoubted proof of his orthodoxy, and 


tho' he ſometimes aſſumed the character of an infidel, it js 
plain, that he did it with no other deſign than to divert him- 


{elf, by puzzling the chaplain, and others, with out-of. the- 
way queſtions ; for the day before he died, he declared that 


he was a firm believer. 


At his return to Newgate, after he was convicted of the 


murder, he appeared to be vehemently incenſed againit the 
court and his accuſers. He ſaid to one, who adviſed him to 
compoſe himfelf, I am not ſorry that I arraigned the juſtice 
of the Engliſh nation, in the face of the court that tried me; 
but wiſh I had done it more fully. However, I hope I ſhall 
+ have an opportunity of ſpeaking my mind, tho' I may want 
one for acting. , 


His fellow priſoners were Abraham Deval, condemned for 


counterfeiting a lottery ticket, Julian, a black boy, for ſteal- 


ing 20 guineas, the money of Elizabeth Turner, and ſetting. 


her houſe on fire, Jo. Blake, John Sheppard, and three others: 
He would frequently interrupt Deval in his reading, to per- 
plex him with queries and objections concerning the reſurrec= 
tion and future exiſtence. But the perſon with whom he 
ſeemed to be moſt pleaſed, was Jack Sheppard. They would 
often be very jocoſe together in the condemned hold. So that, 
ſays the chaplain, it appeared plainly, that he was not then 
making any preparation for death, from ſeveral expreſſions, 
which | | 
number of ſparks from their charcoal fire iſſued ſwiftly forth, 
he wifhed to Sheppard, they were all bullets, that the priſon 
might be beaten about his ears, and he might die like 
Sampſon. - | 22 e 5 


The day on which he was condemned, he ſaid, The court 5 


has paſſed ſentence upon me, but I'll never be hanged 3 but as 
the jury have found me guilty of throat-cutting, Ill make 
their verdi& good, by cutting my own throat. 5 


„ Theſe falſe notions, ſays the chaplain, were fo rooted in 


his mind, that, the day after his condemnation, he ſtrenu- 


ouſly argued, that the ſoul and the life was one and the ſame 


thing; quoting the beginning of Geneſis, where, ſaid he, tis re- 


corded, God breathed into man a living ſoul ; therefore, conti- 


nued he, when that breath of God periſhes from us, the living 


ſoul we find dies and periſhes too. He proceeded afterwards to 
ſay, Aye, thus you would have me believe all the ſtrange no- 


tions of the minifters, that the devil is a real thing ; that our 
kind God puniſhes poor ſouls for ever and ever; that hell is 
full of fire, &c. I wiſh I could believe ye, but ſo it is with 
r Eo 


heard proceed from him; for inſtance, when a great 
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We took notice of the crime of ſuicide, which is 
contrary to the law of nature; though Epictetus, Zeno, 
Cato, and even Seneca, nay, even almoſt all the ſtoics, 
held it lawful for a wiſe man to deſtroy himſelf ; the Epicu- 
reans and Platoniſts, held the ſame opinion: but Pythagoras was 
an enemy to ſuch a doctrine ; and Ariſtotle ſays, To die to 
ſhun grief, is not the part of a brave, but a cowardly man. 

We adviſed the priſoner, as he had threatened to lay. violent 
hands on himſelf, to repent of that raſhneſs, impatience, and 
want of ſubmiſſion to God and juſtice, to repent of having 
accuſed God of cruelty, in laying upon him more than 
was fit for man to bear, and of intending to uſurp upon him 
the right of God, who, as be alone can give; only can take away 
life; for who, to avoid temporal, would run upon eternal 

. Wer: .-.. FEW. hs | 

. As his nature appeared ſo obdurate and fo relentleſs, 

| with regard to himſelf and his firſt wife, it was remarkable 

| that he-ſhould have ſuch a concern for his ſecond wife, and 
his child, as to ſhed. tears, which he did, the Tueſday before 
he died, at the conſideration of their being left without a 

4 | fufficiency to ſupport them. In the afternoon he alſo ſhed 

4 tears, when he obſerved that the news of his condemnation 
would reach the ears of his father, ninety years old, and 
of other friends in Holland and France. He faid after this, 
that he was as willing to die as live; yet it cut his heart, 
to think he ſhould be hanged between heaven and earth, 
as unworthy of either; and his body be pointed at, and 

| He ſhewn to his wife and child, and they reflected upon for 
murder. i 4 : . | 
„But this tenderneſs, as it made no part of his nature, 

. foon diſappeared, and the next day, when a French miniſter 

1 cC.hharitably went to viſit him, and told him he muſt confeſs his 

1 | offence, or expect to be damned ; he replied in.a rage, You 
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muſt look for damnation to yourſelf, for uncharitably ſup- 
1 poſing J am guilty, without knowing any thing of the matter. 
% And being by me deſired not to think of this life, but place 
0 his thoughts upon eternity, although he promiſed he would re- 
gard . chiefly his ſoul, he afterwards made it his principal 
Buſineſs to enquire who was to be applied to for a reprieve, 
fince the appeal had cut him off from his majeſty's cognizance. 
At the chappel, the day preceding his death, he appeared 
to be very attentive ; but after the ſermon, all his efforts were 
turned towards caſting an odium upon certain perſons who had 
mentioned to him the blackneſs and heinouſneſs of his crime, 
and had urged him to confeſs it for the ſatisfaction of all; 
9 | | . frequently 
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France about fourteen years. | | 
atAmſterdam, and, after examination, was allowed by the 
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frequently imiling and laughing, and afferting his innocence. 


That ſame evening, it was our deſign to carry on our argu- 
ments againſt his heterodox notians, but he had. much alter=d 


his ſentiments ; for although in the morning he argued that 
the ſoul would ſleep with the body, &c. at night he refuſed all 
arguments, and faid he believed God and a reſurrection, and 


afterwards added, Pray ſay no more to me of my-guilt z-if 
you will only pray with me, I will join with you as long as 
you pleaſe, - FFF 7 

After a miniſter appointed by me had preached to him 
on Sunday afternoon, the priſoner told him he had eruelly 
charged him in his ſermon, and that ſuch a diſcourſe he ſhould 
have preached before the court, and thoſe who were guilty of 
the murder of him. Then ſpoke to the congregativn, boldly 


proclaiming and averring his innocence. The morning of 


his death he was very angry when he found the ſacrament 
could not, by the canons of the church, be adminiſtered to 
him without canfeſion. nk. 

At the place appointed for his death he turned pale, and 
was veryſicx. When we told him we would not pray by 


him unleſs he would confeſs the fact; he anſwered, he 


wiſhed we would .give him the prayers; but though we ſhould 
refuſe, he would not charge himſelf with what he was ig- 


norant of. Afterwards when in the cart, we earneſtly con- 
jured him to redeem his ſoul from ruin by telling truth. He 


continued to reply, Pray do not tempt me; pray do. noe 
trouble me; I am glad of the prayers you give me ; but- this 


advice is unprofitable, I will not make myſelf worſe than I 


am. After we left him, he did not offer up to God any 


prayer, nor at the moment of his ſuffering did he, as is uſual 


and requiſite, call upon God and Chriſt to reſcue and ſave his 
ſoul, which was ſomewhat ſtrange ; becauſe, when I re- 
peated the prayers, he always repeated them with me. 

© Before I left him he gave me a large paper, which I was 


in hopes contained his acknowledgment of the fact; (but be- 


ſides ſeveral bitter expreſſions againſt the court of juſtice). it 
was as follows. | x 

1, Louis Houſſart, am forty years old, and was born in 
Sedan, a town in Champaign, near Bullonois ; I have left 
was apprentice to a ſurgeon 


college, to be qualified for that buſineſs ; ſo that I intended 


do go on board a ſhip as a ſurgeon 3 but I could never have my 


health at ſea, I dwelt ſome time at Maeſtricht, in the Dutch 
5 9 5 Brabant, 
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24% LEWIS HOUSSART, for Monxvzs, 
Brabant, where my aged father and my brother now dwell, 
J travelled through Holland, and was almoſt in every town, 
My two ſiſters are in France, and alſo many of my relations; 
for the earth has ſcarce any family more numerous than ours. 
Seven or eight years I have been in London, and here I met 
with Ann Rondeau, who was born at the fame village with 
me; and therefore I loved her; and after I left her ſhe writ to 
me, and ſaid ſhe would reveal a ſecret, I promiſed to be ſecret, 
and ſhe told me ſhe had not been chaſte, and the conſe- 
quence of it was upon her; upon which I gave her my 
beſt help and aſſiſtance; fince ſhe is dead, I hope her ſoul is 


| happy 

I cannot help thinking that what he here ſays of his wife is 
1 a villainous aſperſion; for ſhe bore the character of a fober, 
by modeſt,” and jnoffenſive woman.:—— beſides, if ſhe had 

Been 'guilty, one would think, her huſband, as he did not 

74 cohabit with her, would be the laſt perſon to whom ſhe would 
= - diſcover ſuch a ſecret: but he himſelf lets us know that he 
1 does not deſerve credit, for he ſays, that he promiſed to keep 
4 the ſecret, and yet be delivered it in writing, in order to have 
A it printed and diſperſed all over the kingdom. 
1 He Was hanged on Monday, December 7, 1724, at the 
WW end of 'Swan-Yard, in Shoreditch; and died unpiticd even by 
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FRE DE lic © K SCHMID T. for racer, oi, 


Franrries SCHMIDT was indicted, for that he, in- 


tending to deceive and defraud the governor and com- 


any of the bank of England, and other of the king's fub- 
jets, on the 1th day of January; in the tenth year of his 


majeſty's reign, in the pariſh of St. Martin's in the Fields, 


in the county of Middleſex, wickedly, fraudulently, and fe- | 


loniouſly forged and counterfeited a note, in form, of a. bank 
note, bearing date the 24th of December, 1723, ſigned as 
in behalf of the governor and company of the bank of Eng- 


land, for the payment of the ſum of one hundred pounds to 


William Richardſon, or bearer, againſt the peace of our ſo- 


vereign lord the king, his crown and diguity, and againſt the | 
form of the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided. 


The prifoner demanded a party-jury, half Englith and half 


foreigners, which the court granted him. 


John Allingham, This note of 851. was originally a note 


15 but of 201. I made it out for this lum, payable to Mr. Wil- 


liam. Richardſon, or bearer. 
Daniel Mallory. On the 15th or 16th of January If, 


| the Baron de Loden came to my. ſhop : having bought. about 
twelve pounds worth of Jace, he gave me this note of 
85 J. and I returned him in exchange a twenty pound bank 


note, and as much money as, with the value of the lace, made 


up the 85 l. 


The Baron £ Taden. F his 20 l. note which I received 


of Mr. Mallory, I gave to the priſoner in the lodgings of the 
Counteſs de Boſtram, which were up one pair of ſtairs. I 


had lodgings up two pair of ftairs in the ſame houſe. The 
priſoner deſired to have the key of my lodgings, I gave it 


him, and he went up with the note, and ſtaĩd ſome time by 
himſelf; when he came down again, he ſhewed me the note. 


The ſum twenty was taken clear out, and the place left blank. 
Then he drew the note through a plate of gum- water, and 
having dried it, he put it between papers, and ſmoothed it 
over with a- box-iron, and afterwards wrote in the vacancy 


where twenty had been taken out, one hundred, and likewiſe 


at the bottom of the note, he wrote in figures 100, where it 
had been 20. When he had thus altered the note from 


twenty to one hundred, he gave it to me to buy a ſervice of 
plate. I accordingly went with it, and bought plate to the 
6 Gg 5 value 
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value of 401. and vpwards, which I gave to the interpreter, 
but cannot tell whether or no he delivered it to the priſoner ; 
for in about an hour afterwards I was taken up. The pri- 
ſoner has told me that he could write twenty ſorts of hands, 
and that if he had but three or four hundred pounds, he could 
make the ſum fifty thouſand. _ | | 
Eleencra, Counteſs of Boftram. The Baron of Loden 
brought the 201. note to the priſorer in my lodgings. The 
1 carried it up one pair of ſtairs higher, to the Baron's 
lodgings, where he ſtaid a little while by himſelf, and then 
brought down the note with the word twenty taken out, af- 
ter which he drew it through gum-water, dried it, and ſmoothed 
it between papers with a box-iron, and then he wrote one 
hundred in the room of twenty. | | 
Priſoner. Did you ſee me write it? 
The Counteſs. Yes, I ſaw it with theſe eyes. I did be- 
fore G—d! | | | 
Priſoner. I have a letter here, which was wrote to me by 
the Baron, in which he denies thatT.either altered, or gave him 
the note, and declares that it was dene by one Collier. 

The Baron. I own I wrote that letter, and gave it to 
the priſoner ; but he came to ſee me after I was apprehended, 
and committed to Newgate, and faid, What good will 
it do you to hang me? If you charge it upon a perſon that 
cannot be found, you may come off yourſelf well enough. 
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Then he perſuaded me to write this letter, and I wrote what 
he dictated. | | | 
Mr. Frazier. The priſoner ſent a letter to one of his cor- 
reſpondents at Amſterdam, deſiring him to adviſe if bank 
notes for large ſums were current there. 
4 Pri ſoner. I do not deny it. I came hither from Breſlau in 
1 Sileſia to negotiate an affair for the Duke de Alvarez, the laft 
5 of the family of the Duke de Alva, {ſo infamous for his 
cruelty in the Netherlands.) OO | 
Court. What affair was that? „„ | 
Priſener. It was about a large ſum, near a million of mo- 
ney, owing to the Duke de Alvarez, from this government, 
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or from the executors of the Lord Godolphin, —<P<-Mr. 
Myer, and the laſt witneſs, Mr. Frazier, know that I had 
ſuch an affair in hand. | Re 

Mr. Frazier. The priſoner has indeed talked to me about 
ſuch an affair, and ſhewed me ſome writings, which he pre- 
tended were his powers, and deſired my aſſiſtance, but 1 
excuſed myſelf from being any way concerned in it; for 
] could not underſtand it, nor did I believe that what he pre- 


tended to was real. Mr. 
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FREDERICK SCHMIDT, for Fonckar. 235 


Mr. Myer depoſed to the ſame ele. - 
The jury found the priſoner guilty. | Death. 

An Account of FREDERICK SCHMIDT. 
Frederick Schmidt " born at Breſlau, the capital of 


Sileſia, in the north-eaſt of Germany, where his parents 
made a conſiderable figure. 


himſelf chiefly to merchandize. His chief trading was to 
Hamburgh, where he had ſettled a correſpondence, ' though! 
he had ſome dealings in ſeveral parts of Holland, He mar- 
ried while he was very young; but upon ſome mil- 
underſtanding betwixt him and his wife, they parted ; 


after which he came over hither to negotiate ſome af- 


fairs of merchandize, and then went to Holiand. It was 
reported, that he went to France too, and at Paris coun- 


| terfeited ſome notes, on which account he was forc:d to 
fly from thence ; but this he always denied. However that 
was, he returned to England with the Baron de Loden, and 


the Counteſs de Boſtram. Who or what theſe people really 


were, is uncertain, but they were known here by no other 
titles. Some imagined that Schmidt was the Baron's ſer- 


vant; but it is more probable, as Schmidt hinted to ſome of 
his friends, that he and the Baron were upon an equal 
footing, and ſet their wits to work to maintain the Coun- 


teſs in ſame degree anſwerable to her title. He ſaid the 
Baron was an apothecary's ſon, and by being ſome time 


in his father's buſineſs, he learned how to prepare liquids 


that would diſcharge writing: that in this practice the Baron 
had been the greater offender of the two; but the Counteſs 


had done more than both of them. ON [6 = 
Among other frauds of this kind, it ſeems, that Schmidt 


altered a bank note from a ſmall ſum to 6001. and lefr it 
with the Baron, to borrow two or three hundred pounds 
upon it, The Baron for this purpoſe applied to one Mr, 
Perrier, but without ſucceſs; then he tried Mr. Minet, 
but he refuſing too, the Baron went to Mr. Wilday, and 


bought goods of him to the value of 2001. and gave him the 


boo l. note, and Mr. Wilday returned him in exchange 400l. 


in notes and caſu. 


| The counteſs appexs to have been the Mrs. R—dd of her time, and 


two allociaies teſemble the two P-rr 's. 
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| They gave him a good 
education. He lived ſeveral years in Breflau, and applied 
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235 FREDERICK SCHMIDT, for Foxgey. 


When Schmidt was apprehended, he aid he did not 
think the offence was capital; nor even after ſentence, 
when he was put into the Condemned-Hold, could he be per- 
ſuaded that he ſhauld ſuffer death for it; for he told the 
other malefactors, in as good Engliſh as he could ſpeak, 
that he ſhould not be. hanged with them, but ſhould, in two 


or three days, return to his former lodgings. He was ſo 


buoyed up with his hopes, that for a long time, he would nei 
ther read nor pray, but employed himſelf night and day in 
writing alarge number of letters to ſeveral noblemen, foreign 
miniſters, and- merchants, 

He underſtood ſome Latin, ſome French, and ſome Eng- 
liſh, but neither of them perfectly, and therefore the Or- 


| dinary adviſed him to have ſome miniſter, whom he could 


underſtand : but he was ſo far from ſending for any, that 
when a Lutheran miniſter voluntarily came to viſit him, 
he would hardly condeſcend tojgive him a hearing at firſt, tho? 


after ſome time, when, by receiving a letter from one, on 


whoſe promiſes he had too much depended, he found himſelf 


diſappointed in his hopes of a pardon, he changed his be- | 


haviour, ſhewed a great regard for this Lutheran, and appeared 
very thankful for his kind offices” 
He fell ſick a few days before his death, and bis expectations 


of life being entirely vaniſhed, he freely confeſſed the fact for 


which he was to die. 

At the place of execution he appeared very much com- 
poſed in bis mind, though he ſhewed but little regard to 
the prayers; for while the other criminals were at their de- 
votion, he employed himſelf in taking notice' of their beha- 
viour. The prayers being ended, he requeſted of the Lutheran 


. miniſter who attended him, to write to his aged mother in 


Germapy, and inform her of his unhappy exit, and then de- 


Fring the executioner to put him to as little 28 as poſlible, 5 


the cart drew aways 


"4 was "NE at Tyburn, on wee. April N 14 
in the 4 Sth 325 of his e 1 | 


CONSTANTINE MAC-GENNIS, for Murder, April, 
1724. 


CONSTANTINE MAC-GENNIS, of St. Clement's 
Danes, was indicted for the murder of Frances, the 
wife of Richard Williams, Feb. 15, 1723-4. 

He was a ſecond time indicted on the ſtatute of ſtab- 


bing, and a third time on the coronef's inquilition for the 


ſame murder. | 

' Ann Brampton. On Saturday morning, about half an 
hour paſt fix, looking out of a window up one pair of 
ſtairs, in Eſſex-Court, I ſaw the priſoner drag the deceaſed · 
along the paſſage. Her mouth and his hand were bloody, 
and as foon as he had got her out of the paſſage, he 
made ſeveral puſhes at her with his ſword, and then flun 
her down on the ſtones, and faid ſhe was a witch, and 
he would burn her; ſhe ſhricked a little, but her voice was 
very Yon . | | 
Benjamin Robinſon. As T was walking in the Temple, 
I heard a noiſe, and going into Eſſex- Court, I ſaw the pri- 
ſoner flouriſhing his ſword over the deceaſed, and he ſaid 
he would ſtick her again. I called to him, and aſked him, if 
he was not a baſe man to ſerve a woman ſo? D— n you, 
you dog, ſays he, I'll ſtick you too. The deceaſed was then 
on her hands and knees, and he ſtuck her in the breaſt, and 


then ran away. I ran after him, and ſome tub folks coming 


up, we ſurrounded him. He deſired us not to uſe him ill, 
and ſurrendered himſelf, | 


Richard Milliams, the deceaſed's huſband. My wife 


was the priſoner's laundreſs, and did his buſineſs in his 
chambers. She told me on the Thurſday before, that he 
had threatened her, upon which I adviſed her not to go 
to him; but ſhe ſaid he had always been a civil gentle- 
man, and ſhe believed he was drunk, or had been at the 


maſquerade, and ſomething had difturbed him, and ſhe 


oped there would be no danger when he came to him- 
ſelf ; ſo ſhe went to him that afternoon, and he bid her 
come the next morning and make him a fire: ſhe did ſo, 
and his behaviour was not then amiſs; but on the Satur- 
day morning, word was brought me, that he had murdered 
„ | NT 
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Jane Offley. On Thurſday in the afternoon, I ſaw the de- 
ceaſed come to the priſoner, and he bid her come again next 


very ſenſible and civil. | | 
John Bouch. Hearing of the diſturbance, I went and 


morning to make his fire, and when ſhe came, he appeared 


ſecured the priſoner ;_ but when I got him into Deverevx- 
Court, he ſaid he would go no further; that he ſhould 
catch cold for want of his wig; that the deceaſed was a 


witch, and that there had been a murder committed in 


the Tower, but he could not diſcover it, becauſe ſhe had 


bewitched him. I thought he was drunk, for he ſmelled 
very ſtrong. I put him in mind how great a crime he had 
committed. Then, ſays he, I muſt die for it, — Are you a 


magiftrate ? I told him I was a conſtable ; upon which he 


defired me to take care of his chambers, becauſe he had 
things of conſequence there. ä a 
Richard Glyn. A perſon came to the deceaſcd's huſ- 


band, and ſaid, There is a man ſtabbing your wife; up- 


on which I ran, and ſaw the priſoner with his ſword in 
his hand, and the deceaſed upon her hands and knees. 
I faid ta him, Are you not aſhamed ? — Aſhamed ! 


fays he, Why, ſhe is a witch. But you muſt be hanged for 


killing ber, fays I. Aye, ſays he, I know that as well 


as you. The tub-men coming up, I called to them, and 
ſaid, Why don't ye pull off your yokes, and ſecure him ? 


At the ſame time I bid the priſoner ſurrender, and de- 
liver his ſword. He anſwered, I am ready, and ſo taking 
his ſword by the blade, he held it out to one that ſtoog 
„5 . 


2 * 


killed the woman? He anſwered, If I had not killed 
her, ſhe muſt have been burnt, for ſhe. was a witch; and 
in a little time he gave me his ſword, and ſaid he would 
diſcover the moſt barbarous murder that ever was com- 
mitted.” - | es 2 
Luke Hill. The day before the murder the priſoner 
called me to go on an errand for him to one Mr. Sexton's, 
in Gray's-Inn, and to bid one Mr, Twiney come to him. 


He gave me directions more than once, and when I re- 


turned, he took my anſwer very ſenſibly, and paid me. 
I perceived no diforder in him then, for he talked very ra- 
| tionally. £ 5 | onght 
Michael Payne. I ſaw the deceaſed lying on her hands 
and knees at the bottom of the ſteps, and the priſoner flou- 
„ rining 


Francis Field. 1 ſaw the priſoner in Effex-Court, with 
the naked ſword in his hand. I aſked him, why he had 
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riſhing his ſword over her. He bid me take her away. I 
aſked him what I ſhould do with her? He ſaid he did not care, 
J might carry her and burn her, if I would. . 

Mr. Bouch, the ſurgeon. Upon viewing the body of the 
deceaſed, I found ſhe had nineteen wounds, one of them had 
paſſed under her breaſt, and penetrated her heart, and this alone 
was ſufficient to be the cauſe of her death. 8 
Several witneſſes appeared to prove that the priſoner was lu- 
natic. a | | | | 
Mary Price. 1 am ſervant at the Temple eating-houſe. 


The priſoner uſed to dine at my maſter's, and ſometimes | 


I carried victuals to his chambers, as I did the Thurſday be- 
fore he killed the woman. He was ſitting by the fire, looked 
very gruff, and did not ſpeak a word, nor would he eat any 
of the victuals, | WD” 

Mr. Jenkins. Some days before the deceaſed was killed, 
I went to the priſoner's chamber, he was then going. to 
| breakfaſt, and aſked me to drink tea with him. He went 
Into the cloſet for ſome milk, but finding none, he be- 
ſtowed ſome curſes upon his laundreſs, who was not pre- 
| ſent, and faid, ſhe was a witch, and a cat, and had eat 
up his milk, and had put ſtraw upon the fire, and made 


a raſh come out upon him. I met him on the Friday, 


and he talked to me in ſuch an odd manner, that I per- 


ceived a great alteration in him, and therefore ſnunned his 


company. | Sets, 

Francis Garvan, The Sunday before the accident, the 
priſoner came to me, and ſaid, there was a ſcheme laid 
to draw him into a plot, that there was a junto of con- 
| ſpirators, of whom Mr, Gordon was the chief; that one 
of them wanted to ſee him write, and another to ſee his 
ſeal; that his papers had been rifled ; that there was a let- 


ter in Mift's Journal levelled at him; that in Weſtminſter- 


Hall the people whiſpered and pointed at him; and that 
he was under great apprehenſions of being taken up, and 


| therefore intended to make the beſt of his way out of the 
kingdom. I went to Dr. Fitzgerald, and acquainted him 


with the priſoner's diſorder. . | 
Dr. Fitzgerald. Mr. Sexton ſent for me to come and ſee 
the priſoner, I went on Thurſday evening, and found the 
priſoner under a diſorder of mind. He told me, a friend of 
his, one Mr. O'Neal, had been barbarouſly murdered, and 
that he himſelf had been the occaſion of it, by telling the 
_ rogues which way O'Neal was gone: but at the ſame time 
Mr. Sexton ſaid, he had a letter, adviſing of O' Neal's ſafe ar- 
| | SE ny rival 
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--: 440, ANN JAMES, for privately STEALING: 


rival in Ireland. I enquired ho the priſoner had reſted, and 


was told, he had not ſlept in five nights. Pęrceiving bis dif- 
\ order, [Gm for a ſurgeon to bleed him; but” when the ſur- 
geon came, the priſoner placed himſelf againſt the wall, with 


his ſword in his hand, and ſwore he would not be blooded. 


Another Witneſs. The priſoner got upon one coach-horſe, | 


and beat the other with his naked ſword. 


Many other witneſſes ſpoke to ſeveral circumſtances of his 


having acted like a madman for a week or ten days before the 
murder. 


The jury 3cquitted him of the murder, as s being lunatic 


at that time. 
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: ANN JAMES, for privately STEALING, April, 1724: 


ANN 1 AM E 8, of St. Sepulchre 8, was indicted for pri- 


vately ſtealing a ſilver watch, value 40s. from the per- 


fon of William Pugh, April 4. : | 
William Pugh, I went to drink at the ſhed in Smithfield; 


the priſoner came in there, and I drank to her, but; the land- 


lord ſpoke to me not to drink to her any more; I ſtaid there 


about half an hour, and, then going along Chick-lane, ſhe 
overtook me, and aſked me how I 'did? I ſaid, I did not 


know ber. Not know me, my dear, ſays ſhe, why. yo 
drank to me in the ſhed, and I thank ye for it; and as it is 
very dark, if you'll be ſo kind as to ſee me home, I ſhall be 
ſtill mare obliged to ye. She talked ſo kindly and-ſo prettily, 
that I could not forbear going home with ber. When I came 


near her houſe, a watchman bid me take care, and fo I laid 


my hand upon my watch, was ſure J had it when I went 


in a doors with her; tho” if 1 had not been a fool and a puppy, 


J had never gone in at all, after I had ſuch fair warning given 
me; but, when the drink's 3 in, the wit's out, as the ſaying is. 
I thought myſelf a mighty wiſe fellow, and was above taking 
.counſel of any body, and fo I went in, and down we far to- 
. gether upon the bed. She was wonderful ſweet upos me, and 
willing to do any thing in life to oblige me. I ſtaid with her 


about half an hour, and then the candle tell out, and I was 
forced to grope in the dark a good while before I could find 


the door; but at laſt I got out, and then 1 miſſed my watch. 
Court, Was no ** with you in the room but the pri- 


foner | ? | | 
| I A Pug/. 


— 
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Puagb. Not a ſoul | I never ſaw hor felt any body but her. 

Priſoner. I know nothing of this fellow, nor his watch 
neither. He never was in my room, nor did 1 ever ſet & £9 
on him before this bleſſed day. | 


The jury acquitted her: | 


A bo — 
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EER CURTIS, alias FRIEND, and THOMAS 
JAMES GRUND L, (a Boy) for BurGLaRY, and 
JOANNA GRUND, for receiving STOLEN Goos, 
May, 1724. | | 


p 


P E T E R c URTI 83 alias i and THOMAS 


JAMES GRUNDY, of St. Mildred in the Poultry, 
ws indicted for breaking and: entering the houſe of Lluellin 
Aſpley, and ſtealing a filver tea-pot, value gl: a pair of filver 
candleſticks, value l. a filver coffee- pot, a filver ladle, and 
ſeyeral other pieces of plate, and wearing apparel, on the 11th 
of Jan. 1723-4, in the night time. 

And Joanna Grundy for receiving the ſaid goods, know 
ing them to have been ſtolen. 

Lluellin Aſpley. On the 10th of Jan. I went to bed, be- 
tween ten and eleven o'clock at night. Next morning my 
ſervant came up, and told me, the houſe had been broke open. 
and, going down, I found it was true. The entrance had 
been made at a window belonging to the neceſſary houſe, 
which looked into a neighbour's yard. There was an iron 
bar in the window: I meaſured the breadth of the ſpace be- 
tween that bar and the frame of the window, and finding it 


was but eight inches, I concluded the place muſt have been 


entered by a boy. 

Ann Wright, the proſecutor” - ban The Sand all went 
to bed about eleven o'clock. I fat up the lateſt of them, and 
made all faſt, and left the plate ſtanding upon the ſide- board. 
The next morning a neighbour rung at the door pretty early, 


and when I went down, he ſaid he believed the houſe had 


been-robbed, for the window in'the — houle was broke 
open. 
Charles Sbellno. On Saturday Jan. the 1 Ith, the priſoner, 
Peter Curtis, brought ſome apparel, and- a little filver ladle to 
my houſe, and deſired me to lend him three guineas upon 
them; he ſaid, they belonged to his maſter, who was an un- 


happy man: at the ſame. time he redeemed ſome women's 


7 Ka 1 ; cloachs, 
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cloaths, which, he ſaid, were his miſtreſs's, and, which he 
had pawned with me ſome time before for half a guinea; but, 
in two.or three days he brought theſe women's cloaths again, 
and borrowed l alf a guinea more upon them, telling me, that 
the money he had on the other things was not enough to an- 
ſwer his maſter's occaſions. On the 24th of April he brought 


ſome more plate, upon which he wanted two guineas; but, an 


Advertiſement having been left at my houſe by the proſecutor's 
order, I told the priſoner he muſt give ſome account how he 
came by the plate, and who his maſter was? Upon this he 
begged very heartily that I would let him go, and promiſed to 
make him ample ſatisfaction. I told him, I could by no means 
do that, and ſo I ſecured him, and ſent for the proſecutor, 
who came immediately, and this priſoner was carried before a 
juſtice, and committed to the Poultry Compter, = 

Jioſeph Winnet, conſtable. I was ſent for to the pawn- 
broker's, where J found the priſoner Curtis, and carried him 


before the juſtice, who committed him. Then I went to his 


lodging, which was in the houſe of Joanna Grundy (one of 
the other priſoners) and ſearched about, but could find no- 
thing. I went again afterwards, and told her it would be 
better for her to diſcover the proſecutor's plate; for if ſhe did 


not, perhaps both ſhe and her ſon (Thomas James Grundy, 


the other. priſoner) might come to be hanged for it. She 
would not then own that ſhe knew any thing of the matter; 
but next day ſhe came to me and faid, Lord! Mr. Winnet— 
J have had ſuch a dream I—It has put me into ſuch a hurry 
and confuſion of ſpirits —The Lord be merciful to me! I 
{þa}l hardiy be my own woman again this fortnight. I dreamt 
as how I was muddling among the dirt in a dark place under 


ground, and there methought was a parcel of plate in a baſket, 


and methought it was ſuch plate as you told me Mr. Afpley 
had loſt; for methought there was a coffee-pot, and a tea- 
pot, a pair of candleſticks, and ſeveral other things. I hope 
in the Lord it may prove true, that fo, by the blefling of pro- 
vidence, I may become inſtrumental in helping the gentleman 


to his goods again. I gave but little heed to this, till ſhe told 


me the dream was repeated, and was very urgent for me to 


go and ſearch her houſe once more; and, then at laſt I went, 


and in a corner of the cellar I found the plate in her baſket, 


the coffee- pot being uppermoſt. I apprehended that it had 


been hid under ground in the cellar, for the earth had 
been dug up, and lay looſe. After this, I went to Curtis in 
Newgate, and he owned the fact. I (ſays he) lifted the boy, 
Thomas James Grundy, over the wall, and put him into 
the window, and then he went to the ſtreet door and opened 


ag 
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it, and I and Joanna Grundy, his mother, went in, carried 
off the goods, and hid the plate under ground in her cellar ; 
and therefore, as I freely confeſs all this, I hope you will do 
your endeavour to make me an evidence againſt them. 


Court. His confeſſion affects himſelf, but is no proof a+» 


gainſt the other two. 


Curtis. I will give the court no farther trouble, I own 


that I am guilty. 


| The jury acquitted Joanna and Thomas James Grundy, 
and found Curtis guilty of the indictment. Death, 


PeTer CyrT1s gave the following Account of himſelf. 


I am now near 30 years old. I was born in the weſt of 
England, my father put me apprentice to a ſhip-carpenter 
but this was ſa laborious a buſineſs, that I never had any li- 
king to it, I went a voyage with my maſter, and ſoon after 
my return, tho' I was but a boy, I married and run away 
from my maſter, reſolving never more to work at my trade. 
But, as I was obliged to do ſomething for a living, I choſe to 
be a gentleman's ſervant, which I thought was the moſt eaſy 
ſtation of life I could fall into. In two or three years time I 
lived in ſeveral families; for I never ſtaid long in a place; 
but being extravagant, and having but ſmall wages, I run ſo 
far in debt, that, to avoid a gaol, I enlifted myſelf a volun- 
teer in the ſea ſervice, tho” not as a ſhip-carpenter, for I had 
forſworn that, but as a trumpeter, and in this capacity, I 
| ſerved on board the Shrewſbury man of war, when admiral 
Byng attacked the Spaniſh fleet in the Mediterranean. | 
After my return, I ſerved in a regiment of dragoons, and 
fought under the duke of Argyle, at the battle of Dumblain. 


At the dogitining of the engagement I had my thigh ſhattered; 


and before the fight was over, my horſe was ſhot under me, 
and a ſoldier and his horſe who were next to me, being both 
killed at the ſame time, the two borſes falling together, cruſhed 
me between them, and broke three of my ribs. | 

I was now maſter of fourſcore pounds, and had thoughts of 
putting myſelf into ſome way of buſineſs ; but falling into looſe 
company, I ſpent moſt of the money without fixing upon any 
thing ; and, what made the matter worſe was, I had no more 
ſenſe than to be bound for one of my acquaintance, for a much 
greater ſum than I was able to pay, and he had no more ho- 
neſty than to leave me to ſhift for myſelf as well as I could. 


To eſcape the danger impending, I determined to go to ſea 
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again; but the be hearing of my deſign, he had me ta: 


ken up, and committed to the Poultry-compter, on pretence 
of a felony; but bis view was only to detain me till he could 


take out a writ, and have me arreſted. for the ny due to 
bim. 
Here I continued a long time, locked up in a diſmal a- 
partment, without a bed to lie on, and almoſt periſned with 


hunger and cold; but at laſt, by the help of. ſome friends, I 


obtained my liberty, and ſoon after ] went to live with Mr. 
Aſpley, wha kept a china ſhop within a few doors of the 
?ompter. 
I continued a pretty while in his ſervice, and when I left it, 
I took up a ledging with Joanna Grundy. This woman was 


the contriver of the robbery for which I muſt die. She pro- 


poſed that I ſhould put her boy in at the window, that he 
ſaould. open the ſtreet door, and let us in, and when we had 
got as much as we could carry, that we ſhould ſet the houſe 
on fire to conceal the robbery. I agreed to the robbery, but 
objected againſt firing the houſe, becauſe it ſtood between an 
oil ſhop and an apothecary- „ and was ſo near the Compter; 
and beſides, the wind was very high that night. 

On the 24th of April, I offered two pieces of plate we ſtole 
out e of this houſe to a Pawnbroker, who took me up on ſuſ- 
picion, and Lwas committed again to the Compter ; Grundy's 
houſe, where I had lodged, was ſearched, but nothing being 
found there, and I pretending that the two pieces of plate were 
giyen to me to pawn by a perſon who abſconded, my maſter 
had ſo good an opinion of my innocence, that he bimſelf pro- 
cured my diſcharge : but I had not been above a week at li- 
berty, before he found farther cauſe of ſuſpicion, upon which 
I was taken up again, and committed to Newgate. The con- 

able coming to me there, and telling me, the plate was found 
in Grundy's cellar, I confeſied the fact, in hopes of being 
made an evidence. Thus far Curtis, 


The Ordinary fon. Fe This erifonec; when firſt he way | 


under condemnation, appeared to be deeply touched with a 
ſenſe, of his condition; but afterwards, inſtead of being more 


and more concerned, he gradually ceaſed to regard death, to 


the time he died. Vet his behayiour was no way rude or 
ſtubborn, but at prayers he was ſerious and obſervant. He ſaid, 
he had paſſed through ſuch a vaſt variety of adventures, acci- 


dents and ſhocks in life, as had long ago learned him to deſ- 


piſe death, whenever it ſhould approach, and in whatever 


ſhape. Beſides other yarious hardſhips, having never been in 
a bed 


tl 
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a bed in 22 weeks, except one week. That his hatred towards 
labour and induſtry, was the ſource and occaſion of à world 


of fatigue, labour and hardſhip, which he'thence-forward'un» - 


derwent; and from the very day that he propoſed and Te- 
ſolyed to give himſelf up to pleaſure, he never enjoyed any 
pleaſure at all. Many good reflections he made beſides, be- 
fore certain vicious women had turned his thoughts to' cruelty, 
and made his devotion a ſhew and pretence ; for he, with the 
other condemned priſoners, abuſed the clemency of their ſu- 
periors, who indulged themtin a long ſpace of time, antece- 
dent to their deaths; and, inſtead of confirming themſelves 


in goodneſs, grew wholly vile and abandoned; "entertaining 


murderous deſigns of making their eſcape from the hands of 
| juſtice. This intention was not diſcovered: till. the Saturday 
preceding their execution; at which. time their fetters. were 
found to be looſened, and ready to take off or put on, and 
inſtruments were when from the perſon of William Parkin- 
ſon. Upon which they eaſily acknowledged their intentions, 
but would not confeſs who furniſhed them with inſtruments. 
Peter Burgeſs, who was condemned for ſtealing plate in_the 
houſe of baron Spar, but received his majeſty's reprieve, de- 
clared that his irons had been looſened a ' fortnight, but 
he had not met with an opportunity of putting his deſign in 
practice. So that the ſhow of religion and devotion, even 
in this old man, and old offender, (for he was ſome time 


ago committed to Newgate for ſtealing a ſilver watch) was 


only artfully put on, the better to carry on thoſe wicked re- 
ſolutions which the Devil had infuſed into his heart, but was 
not able to render ſucceſsful. 

In like manner Curtis appeared quiet and calm, ghd af- 
firmed, that compoſure was owing to the will of God; but 
It at laſt appeared, that his chearfutneſs might proceed from 
hes fully believing that he ſhould not ſuffer death; for, beſides 
his deſigned eſcape, he had wealthy friends and reMfiions, up- 
on whom he wholly relied, which made. his dehneſenr ſo much 
alter while he * under convidtion. | 


, At the Place of E xecution, 


88 Curtis declared, that the woman, with whom he lodged, of; 
perſuaded him to rob Mr. Aſpley, telling him, her friends in 


the country would put off china wares, or other goods to the 
value of 1000l..and that her ſon got into the houſe, and let 
Curtis in, and the woman received the. goods: ; but, added 


he, 
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be, it is my fate only to die, who ſaved the houſe from be- 


ing fired, and theirs to eſcape who adviſed it. At the ſame 
time, to ſhew he did not repine at his fate, he ſmiled. As to 


the 14001. which he had buried in a portmanteau, he was 


directed to diſcover. the true owners, that their effects might 
be reſtored to them; but he ſaid, he found the portmanteau 
on Finchley-Common, and believed it belonged to a foreign 


ambaſſador, or nobleman : all the direction he could give was, 


that the coat of arms was a black ſpread eagle and dolphin. 
The diamond that he had been obſerved to wear, he could 
yet affirm he came very honeſtly by; but he begged pardon of 
God for all the offences of his life. 7 5 . 


He was hanged at Tyburn, on Monday, June 15, 
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b JOHN WRIGHT, for a Ronny, Auguſt, 1724. 


JOHN WRIGHT, of Pancras, was indicted for aſ- 
faulting Martha Mead on the high-way, putting ber in 
„ and taking from her a gold ring, value eight ſhillings, 


uy 13s 37; 1 | 1 | 
Martha Mead. As I was going to Hampſtead, between 
ten and eleven in the morning, I met the priſoner at Black- 


Mary's-Hole, and. enquired of him the way to Pancras. 
He ſaid, he was going thither, and would ſhew me: ſo 


ve went together through Pancras church-yard, and carrying 


me to an' ale-houſe, he would needs call for drink, and 
then. fitting down on one end of the bench at the ale houſe 


door, he invited me to fit down and drink with him. 1 


refuſed a good while; but he took me by the hand, and 
was very preſſing, and told me, there could be no harm in 
it, and ſo at laſt he perfectly conftrained me to it, as it 
were, and 1 did fit down, but it was on the other end of 
the bench, and drink part of a pint of beer. Then we 
went to Kentiſh- Town, and he called at the Black-Lion for 
ſome brandy, and was very urgent for me to take a dram 
with him, which I did, though it was with much ado. 
' (Then I defired him to direct me the way to Hampſtead. 
He faid, he would go with me, and be my guide; fo he 


led me through ſome bye-fields towards Highgate, 'and in 


one of thoſe fields, he forced open my hand, and pulled 


my gold ring off my finger, ard then turned out of the 


Way 
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way into another field. I followed, and aſked for my ring. 
He ſaid, he would give it me again preſently ; but inſtead of 
that, he offered rudeneſs to me, and carried me a long way 
round -a-bout, I don't know where-all, and told me it was 
the way to Hampſtead, though it was no ſuch thing. I had a 
callimanco gown tied up in a handkerchief, and he took that 
from me too, and then he told me truly, that I was obliged 
to follow him, and ſo he rambled up and down, and called 


— * 


at ſeveral houſes. . 1 
Court. And did you complain at any of theſe houſes of his 
robbing you | Lp 
Peroſecutrix. No. 
Court. Why ſo? . | 
Proſ. 1 was afraid, becauſe the people of thofe houſes were 
his acquaintance : and at laſt we wandered till we came to the 
ſign of the Dolphin, an ale-houſe in Long-Alley in Moorſields. 
Court, Then you did not go to Hampſtead ? | 
Proſ. No. | | | 
Court, But ſure you met ſomebody before you came to 
Long-Alley. 3 
Prof. Ves, a great many; but J was afraid he would have 
mobbed me, if I had offered to ſpeak, and ſo he went into the 
Dolphin, and gave my gown to the maid, and bid her not 
give it me till next morning; but I was reſolved not to ge 
without it, and ſo at laſt I got it from the maid, and then he 
went with me to my lodging, and my land- lord being a con- 
ſtable, I demanded my ring of the priſoner; but he denied 
then that he had it, though he owned it next morning. | 
Two other witneſſes depoſed, that the priſoner denied the 
ring over night; and the conſtable depoſed, that next morning, 
when the priſoner was in the Compter, he produced the ring. 


The Priſoner”s Defence: 


Priſaner. Having ſome buſineſs at Kentiſh: Town, I was 
going thither, and by the way I ftopped, and ſat down on 
a ftile near Pancras, when the proſecutrix came to me, 
and enquired the way to Pancras. I directed: her, and 
when we came to the Adam and Eve, I ſat down on one 
end of the bench, and called for a pint of beer; ſhe ſat 
down on the other end, and fumbling with her hand in 
her pocket, ſhe began to complain that ſhe had. laid her. 
money down at home, and forgot to put it in her pocket, 
or elſe ſhe would have had a pint of ale and a: cake. 1 
told her as to that ſhe ſhould be welcome to take part of 2 

. eine 
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| pint. with me, and fo I drank to her, and ſhe drank to ms 
again, and edging nearer. and nearer from the end of the 


bench, where ſhe fat at firſt, ſhe got cloſe to me. The 


land- lord brought out ſome cakes, and ſhe took one of 
them and eat it. After this we ſet forward for Kentiſh- 
Town, and when we came there, I went to the Black- 


Lion, where I called for two or three pints of beer, and 


three quarterns of brandy, and ſhe. drank. her ſhare very 


freely, though ſhe refuſed at firſt, and we ſtaid there three. 


ar four hours. Then ſhe enquired the way to Hampſtead, 


J told her I would ſhew her the way; but I muſt call 


upon a farmer firſt, about putting two horſes to graſs, 
and ſh: ſaid ſhe would go with me, and ſo ſhe did: but I 
went no bye-ways, nor did J violently take the ring from 
her, but ſhe cave it me as a pledge for her part of the expences 
J. had been at in the long journey we took together; and as 
for the gown, ſhe defired me to carry that for her. It was 
night by that time we arrived in town, and then we. went to 
the Dolphin in Long- lley, where we had three pots of beer, 


and after that we called at another place, and had. three half 


quarterns of brandy; and then it being about 11 o'clock, 1 
conducted her ſafe home to her lodgings. This is the ſhort 
and the long of our progreſs, and I hope God is above the * 


vil ſtill. 


The Landbrd at the Dolphin. The priſoner and this woman 


came to my houſe between 7 and 8 at night, and ſtaid there 


 till-near 11. "They had three mugs of beer. He had a ring 


upon his finger: 1 aſked him if it was his own, and he ſaid no, 
it was the young-woman's, They drank very familiarly to- 
gether, and ſeemed to be mighty loving; for he kiſſed her, 
and. me kifſed him a great many times, and to tell the truth, 
they ſet my chops a watering, ſo that I muſt needs kiſs her too. 
When they were going, ſhe took hold of his arm, and they 
went away together like man and wife, or whore and rogue, 


I don't know well which; but all the while they were at my 


houſe, I took them to be in a ſort of a courtſhip. 
Another Witneſs, When they came into the Dolphin, ſhe 
ſaid to him, My dear, I hope we ſhall drink together at 


night, as we have been out together all day, and lam very 
dry and faint. Then beer and brandy was called for, and 


they drank like good friends, and were very free, and familiar, 


and loving, and billed, and toyed, and hugged one another ſo 


heartily, that though 1 am an old man, it put me to the bluſh, 


and made me 1 don' t know-howiſh. 
1. 


The jury acquitted the priſoner, 5 | The 
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25 Perifet of the following Trial will ' ſhew hu extremel. 
cautious we ought to be in ſwearing, eſpecially when ay Eruis 
of our Fellow- Creatures are concerned. 


F RANGES BRIGHTWELL, and BENJAMIN BRIGHT 
' WELL, for a Robbery, Auguſt, 19424 £14 


17 ANCIS BRIGHTWELL and BEN JA MIN BRIGHT- 
I WELL, of Pancras, were indicted for aſſaulting John 
Pargiter on the high-way, putting him in fear, and taking 
from him. three ſhillings, July 20, 1724. 

Jobn Pargiter. - On the 20th of laſt chonth; having been 
at London, I was going home to Hampſtead, and between 


|  Fig-Lane, and the Half-way-Houſe, T got off my horſe to 


make water, which having done, and my horſe going on be- 
fore, I was walking after him, when the priſoner Francis met 


me, and paſſed me fix or ſeven yards; then Benjamin, the 


other priſoner, came up, and knocked me down into a ditch, 
and demanded my money and watch, and aſked me, if all 

my money was in one pocket ? I told him, yes, and he took 

it out. Then be bid me give him my hand to help me out 
of the ditch, and fo he lifted me up, and gave me my wig, 
which fell of my head when I was knocked down. As for 
the other ' priſoner, Francis, he neither did, nor faid an 
thing to me; but halted and ſtood till at a little diſtan 
while Benjamin robbed me.; and after that they went a way 
together, and I followed my horſe, and went home. 
the Saturday following I went to London again, and in my 


return, with ſome farmers, my neighbours, coming to the 


fame place as before, I told them that was the place where 
I had been robbed, and deſcribed: the perſons who did it. 
Riding a little further, I ſaw the two priſoners on the road, 
upon which I told the farmers that thoſe were the men, and 
had on the ſame cloaths as when they robbed me, and ſo we 
apprehended them, carried them to an ale-houſe, and charged 
them with the fact. They were under a great ſurprize, ant 
neither owned nor denied the matter, though Francis pre- 


tended that he was elſe-where, and upon guard at that time; 


but he prevaricated in his account; and this croſs-bow was 
taken from under his coat. 


Two other witneſſes confirmed the manner of the pri- 


ſaners _ apprehended. 


: * 2 1 The 
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The Prifencys Defence. 


Benjamin Brightwell, " I was at home when this robbery 


was committed. 

Francis Brightwell, And I was upon guard. 1 

Arn Miller. On the twentieth of laſt month, at three 
quarters paſt nine at night, I ſaw Benjamin Brightwell 


in the Brew-houſe-yard, and he was going to lie at Mr. 


Lomax' s houſe. 


Nun, Barber. On the 20th of July laſt, L was at Ben- 


| jamin s houſe, from three o'clock in the nen till bal 


an hour. paſt eight at night. 


Ann Miller, I lodged in Benjamin” 8 houſe, and he was at 
home at work, till half an hour paſt nine at night, on' the 


20th: of July. 


Mary Gibſon. | On Tueſday bing the e 85 
came to my houſe, and told me he was fuddled. when he was 


wohved. 17 

Jobn Batter. 1 * the Nuten fans that * was 
much in liquor when be was robbed. | 

Suſan Taylor. I ſaw Benjamin at my Rable-door be- 


| * nine and ten at night, and talked to him there, and 


beard him ſay, that he was going to Hs: at * Lame 


. houſe. * 


; Thomas Taper. And ſo did I. | 

Several witneſſes gave: Djs the character of 2 very 
hone man.. 

William Hug 10 a clergyman. I have knows: Francis 
Wighewel near twenty years. He was always reputed 
to be a perſon of the faireſt character, for ſobriety, pro- 


bity, and juſtice. He was to an extraordinary degree ac- 


.compliſhed with Latin and Greek literature, 'and had good 
ſxill in Roman antiquities; and, in a word, he catried 
Jo large a ſhare of exquiſite learning under his grenadier's 


Tap, that I believe there is not ſuch another grenadier | in the 
__ 4aniverſe, | 


Several "gs wajors, eaptains, and, other military of- 
tGcers,,confirmed:the evidence of Mr. Hughs. 
- The - priſoner, Francis -Brightwell's ferjeant, and divers 


| ;other - ſoldiers, depoſed,' that he was on guard, on the 


in of July laſt, from about a geren adi nine a _ tall 
eleven. 


The] jury pied we duden 
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As to the priſoners, they were certainly innocent; for this 
very robbery was committed by Sheppard and Blueſkin, as we 
ſhall ſee by and by, in the accounts of their lives. | 


Francis Brigbtiueli died at his quarters at Paddington, on 
Sunday, Auguſt 22, 1724. He was attended, during his 


mort illneſe, by Sir Hans Slozn, one of his majeſty”s phy- 


Tim the Britifh Journal, September $, 1724+ 
SIR, Foes 3 3 


1 | Fl N D ING that all our oublic papers (from the fourth of- 


* Avguſt, to this day) have omitted to make honourable 
mention of ſome very remarkable circumſtances relating to a 
very private perſon, I deſire his memory may be depoſited in 
your journal. The perfon J mean, is Francis Brightwell, the 
grenadier, who was tried and acquitted at the Old-Bailey, for 


a robbery ſworn againſt him; and who, ſince his coming out 


of priſon, died, as it is ſaid, of the gaol diſtemper. 3 
When evidence was given againſt him in court, Brightwell 
by ſeveral witneſſes proved, that he was upon the king's guard 
at Kenſington, at the time the robbery (if a robbery) was 
committed. Hereupon the court went into an enquiry con- 
cerning the reputation and character of the priſoner. Some 


officers, who had known him long in the fervice, gave teſti- 


mony as to his ſobriety and diligence in the duty of a ſoldier, 
As to his honeſty, a lady (preſent in court) declared, that ſhe 
had entruſted him with a thouſand pounds at a time; and 8 
gentleman, that he had committed his houſe and goods, to 
the value of ſix thouſand pounds, to his keeping: in both 
which truſts, Brightwell had acquitted himſelf to the ſatisfac- 
tion of the parties concerned, © e ö 
© Theſe ample teſtimonies, concurring to the honour of a 
man in ſo low a condition of life, gave (you may imagine) no 
ſmall ſurprize to all that were preſent ; when a clergyman ad- 
ded to their aſtoniſhment, by declaring, That he had long 
known the priſoner to be not only a perſon of ſobriety, but 

likewiſe 6f very excellent learning, and particularly ſkilled in 
Latin and Greek: for, that Brightwell had often conſulted 
him upon difficult paſſages in Virgil and Homer. . 
Thus much for what appeared at the trial of this grenadier. 

I ſhall only remark upon his learning, that I am amazed ſcho- 
larſbip is not very common among the military men, conſi- 
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252 P. and B. BRIGHTWELL, for 2 Ronny. 


dering their profeſſion admits of more leiſure hours than any 


other. Perhaps theſe gentlemen are afraid of knowledge, from 
a celebrated maxim delivered by John Dryden, The learned 
all are cowards by profeſſion: and yet Alexander and Cæſar 


were ſcholars; and, they did not ſeem to want courage. 


But, to purſue what further particulars J have learned of 


this deceaſed grenadier. He was contented in his ſtation, 


ſtudious of. leiſure, and ambitious only of knowledge. He had 
offers of being promoted to the rank of corporal, or of ſer- 
jeant; which he. declined, that he might have as few avoca- 
tions as poſſible from his ſtudies. Neither did he covert mo- 
ney ; and, I am apt to believe, had he been at the ſacking 
of a town, he would not have thought of carrying off any o- 
ther plunder, but a valuable book or two. ' Take the follow- 
ing inſtance of his diſregard of gain. He had an excellent 
manner of cleaning and furbiſhing arms, for which he- had his 
ſettled prices. An officer, whoſe arms he had brightened, 
was ſo well pleaſed with his work, that he ſent Brightwell 


{over and above the uſual price) a guinea for a preſent. The 
Philoſopher took his price and returned the guinea by the ſer- 


vant. Some time after, when the gentleman ſaw him; Why, 
ſaid he to Brightwell, would you not accept of the guinea I 
ſent. you? I am paid for my work, replied the centinel, and 
deſire no more. Accept of .a crown then, if your modeſty 
makes you think a guinea too much, ſaid the officer. Excuſe 
me, ſir, anſwered the veteran, and do not think it vanity or 
affectation, when I refuſe your kindneſs; but indeed, fir, I 
don't want it; but I. am thirſty, and have no money about 
me; ſo that if your honour will be pleaſed to give me three- 
pence to drink your health, I ſhall thankfully accept of it. 


This laſt particular of our grenadier runs ſo very parallel 


with a ſtory in Sir William Temple's obſervations of the Uni- 


ted Provinces, that I think it proper to tranſcribe it on this 
occaſion, for the entertainment of our readers. Vol. 1, 
page 50. re , e need u. : 


R Among the many and various hoſpitals that are in every 


man's curioſity. and talk, that travels Holland, I was affected 


with none more than that of the aged ſeamen at Enchuſyen, 
which is contrived, finiſhed, and ordered, as if it were done 


with a kind intention of ſame well-natured man, that thoſe, who 


kad paſſed their whole lives in the hardſhips and incommodities 


Of the ſea, ſhould find a retreat, ſtored with all the eaſe and con- 


veniency that old age is capable of feeling and enjoying, r 
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here I met with the only rich man that I ever ſaw in my life: 
for one of theſe old ſeamep, entertaining me a good while 
with the plain ſtories-of his fifty years voyages and adventures, 
while I was viewing this hoſpital and the church adjoining, I 
gave him, at parting, a piece of their coin, about the value 
of a crown: he took it ſmiling, and offered it me again; but 
when J refuſed it, he aſked me what he ſhould do with the 
money ? I left him to overcome his modeſty as he could; but 
2 ſervant coming after me, ſaw him give it to a little girl, that 


opened the church door, as ſhe paſt by him; which made me 
reflect upon the fantaſtic calculation of riches and poverty, 


that is current in the world, by which a man that wants a 


million is a prince, he that wants but a groat is a beggar, and 


this wWas a poor man chat wanted nothing at all. | 

I am, 81 R, 
Your moſt bumble Servant, | 
. Half- pay Dragoon. 
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1724 


JOUBN SHEPPARD, of St. Martin's in the Fields, 


vas indifted for breaking and entering the houſe of Wil- 


| liam Phillips, and ſtealing divers goods, Feb. 14, 1723-4. 
in the night; but, the evidence not being ſufficient, he was 


acquitted, | | | „ 
He was a ſecond time indicted for breaking and entering 


the houſe of Mary Cook, in the pariſh of St. Clements 


Danes, and ſtealing divers goods, Feb. 5, 1723-4; but, for 
want of ſufficient evidence, he was like wiſe acquitted of this 
indictment. 5 


— * — — 2 


JOHN SHEPPARD, for Boncla ns. 233 


J O H N SHEPPAR D. for BURGLARIES, Auguſt, 


He was a third time indicted for breaking and entering the © 


houſe of William Kneebone, in the pariſh of Sz, Mary Savoy, 


and ſtealing 108 yards of woollen cloth, two filyer ſpoons, and 


other goods, June 12, 1724, in the night time, | 

. William Kneebone, The priſoner had ſome time ſince been 
my ſervant. On the 12th of June laſt, about eleven at night 

1 ſaw all my doors and windows made faſt, and then went to 
bed: I was called up about four in the morning, and fount 


my houſe broke open. The bar of my cellar-window was 
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got in it. And ſogh 
-  eutor's houſe. Blueſkin and I diſapproved of the deſign, be- 
cauſe we did not think it could eaſily be done ; but the pri- 
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cut, the bolts of my cellar door were drawn, and the padlock 
 wrenched off; the ſhutter in my ſhop was broke, and 108 
' yards of woollen cloth, two filver ſpoons, and other things, 


were taken away. I preſently ſuſpected the priſoner, becauſe 
he bad lately committed ſome ill actions in the neighbour- 
hood; and acquainting Jonathan Wild with it, by his 
means, the priſoner was apprehended, and committed to New 
Priſon. I went to ſee him there, and aſked him, how he 
could be fo ungrateful as to rob me, after I had ſhewn him fo 


much kindneſs? He confeſſed he had been very ungrateful in 


doing fo, but ſaid, he had been drawn into it by ill company; 


and then he gave a particular deſcription of the manner of his 


breaking into my houſe. | 
Jonathan Wild. The proſecutor came and told me, that 
his houſe had been broke open, and he had loſt a great quan- 


tity of woollen cloth: That he ſuſpected the priſoner was 


concerned in the fact, becauſe he had committed ſeveral] rob- 
beries thereabouts, and he defired me to enquire after the 


goods. I promiſed to do him all the ſervice I could, and ac- 


cordingly, underſtanding that the prifoner was acquainted 


with Joſeph Blake, alias Blueſkin, and William Field, I fent 


for Field, who coming to me, I told him, if he would make 
an ingenuous confeſſion, I believed I could prevail with the 


court to admit him as an evidence. Then he diſcovered the pri- 
ſoner, and gave an account how ſome of the cloth they ftole, 


was diſpoſed of, by which means the priſoner. was apprehend- 
ed, and part of the cloth was found. 


M illiam Field. The prifoner told me and Blueſkin, that 
he knew of a ke worth milling, that is, a houſe worth _ 


breaking, — fork he ſaid, there was ſomething good to be 


he carried us to take a view of the proſe- 


foner told us, it might be done with all the pleaſure in life, 


r he had lived with the profecutor, and was acquainted with 
every part of the houſe, and he would undertake it hiſhſelf, if 
| we would but ftand where we were, and give a good look 


out. We agreeing to this, he cut the bar of the cellar 


cels of cloth, which we carried away. | | 
Other witneſſes depoſed, That when the priſoner was ap- 


window, and fo got into the ſhop, and brought out three par- 


| prehended, and carried before the juſtice, he confeſſed the 


fact. 


The jury found him guilty. Death. 
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JOHN SHEPPARD, for BuzcLanzizy 265 
An Account of Jobn Sheppard, . | 


Jobn Sheppard was born in Spittle-fields, in the year 1702. 
His father was a carpenter, and had the character of a very 
boneft, induſtrious man, though his two ſans, Thomas the 
eldeſt, and this Jobn, were both rogues. | = 


— 
£ 


They were but children when the father died. A lady took _ 


Tom to be her footboy, and afterwards, put him out apprentice 
$0, Carpenter, . _ __... <7 „ 5 
As to Jack, his mother endeavoured to place him in the 
Bluecoat Hoſpital, but, failing in that, ſhe put him to ſchool 
to one Mr. Garret, within Biſhopſgate: here he continued 
near two years, in which time having learned to read pretty 
well, and to write a legible hand, he was then put out ap- 
entice to a cane chair maker, in Houndſditch. He had been 
in this place but a little time, before his maſter died, and- 
Jack was then put to another man of the ſame trade; but 
this maſter uſed him ſo ill, that he ſoon left him. 
Mr. Kneebone, a woollen draper in the Strand, having had 
ſome acquaintance with old Sheppard, took Jack under his 
care, till he' could provide another maſter for him. This 
gentleman was very kind to him, took a great deal of pains 


do improve him in writing and accompts, and at laſt put him 


apprentice to Owen Wood, a carpenter, in Wych-ſtreet, 
naar Onury-lane.. 7 „ 1 
Sheppard behaved himſelf in this place pretty well for about 
four years; but then, by frequenting the Black- lion alehouſe 
in Drury-lane, which was kept by one Joſeph Hind, a button 
mould maker, and was a place of rendezvous for the vileſt 
wretches, he became acquainted with Elizabeth Lion, alias 
Edgworth Beſs, a common proſtitute, and grew ſo fond of 
ber company, that he ſtuck at nothing to provide money for 
her extravagancies. But he was afterwards intimate with ſe- 
veral others of the ſame profeſſion, among whom (next to 
Lion) one Maggot was the chief. 

He began his felonies by ſtealing what he could at the hou- 
ſes where he went to work. Rs | 


* The firſt of theſe was at the Rummer Tavern, by Charing | 


Croſs, where he ſtole two filver ſpoons. : | 

I be next about the end of July, 1723, at the houſe of Mr. 
Bains, a piece-broker, in White-horſe yard, from whence he 

carried off a piece of fuſtian. | 85 


On the firſt of Auguſt, about twelve at night, he went to | 
the ſame houſe, took the bars out of the cellar window, and 
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ſo entered and ſtole goods and money to the value of 221. 6 t 
which he carried to his girl, Magzot, by whoſe perſuaſions he 1 
adventure. . _-: -._.- - 

He did not go home that night, nor next day. The fuftian 
be had ſtolen was not miſled ; but, having put it in his trunk, x 
His fellow prefitice happened to ſee it the, day after the laſt 

fact, and acquainted his maſter with it. Sheppard hearing of 
this, he broke open his maſter's houſe at night, and carried 
off the fuſtian again, for fear it ſhould be brought in evidence 
againſt him. His maſter ſent word to Mr. Bains of what had 
- happened. . Mr. Bains then looking over his goods, and miſ- 
ſing ſuch a piece of fuftian as was deſcribed to him, he began 1 
to fuſpect that the ſame perſon had broke open his houſe, and 
reſolved to have Sheppard taken up. Sheppard, having intel- _ 
ligence of this deſign, went to him, and threatened to ſue 
him for ſcandal ; but, finding his menaces had no effect, he 
owned he had a piece of fuſtian ; but ſaid his mother bought 
it for him in Spittle-fields. His mother was ſent for, and, to 
{kreen her ſon, confirmed what he ſaid, tho' ſhe ſaid ſhe could 
not find the ſhop where it was bought. Mr. Bains however 
- proceeded:no-farther in the matter 
Sheppard keeping ill company, neglected his buſineſs, and _ 
lying out a- nights, occaſioned frequent quarrels between him | 
and his maſter :. and now being entered into the laſt year of 
his apprenticeſhip; and reſolving to follow his own inclinations 
without controul, he left his. maſter entirely, and fell in with 
155 Blake, alias Blueſkin, William Field, —— Doling, 
ames Sikes, alias Hell and Fury, and other notorious rogues. 
In October, 1723, Sheppard took a lodging in the houſe of 
Mr. Charles, in May-fair, at the end of Piccadilly. Mr. 
Charles had employed Mr. Panton, a maſter carpenter, to re- 
pair bis houſe, and Panton employed Sheppard as a jeurney- 
man ; but, before the job was finiſhed, Jack moved off with 
5 ſilver ſpoons, 4 ſilver tea-ſpoons, a ſilver fork, 6 plain gold 
rings, and one ſet with a ſtone, 4 ſuits of apparel, a conſider- 
able quantity of linen, and 71. 10s. in money. _ © 
Soon after this, Beſs Lion was carried to St. Giles's round- 
| houſe; Jack went to ſee her, but the beadle refuſing to let 
him in, he broke open the door, beat the beadle, and carried 
off . Beſs in triumph; and by this action acquired a reputation 
among the punks of Drury-lane, beyond any of his cotempa- 
rary prigs, * Er 8 
In Auguſt, 1523, his brother, Thomas Sheppard, was in- 
dicted for ſtealing two ſaws, the goods of Edward Price, and 
f | Et | : we 


x 
f 
* | 
* 


88 — — 
— — B .. 
rener 


— 
— — 


— — —— ᷣ R ——— ͤʃ— 


— 


e a RR Oc os ws # 


4 

*| 

| | 
4 

5 

. 

? 

& 

8 

bs 


— — 
CE 


*» 
— <ADeeooe om 
— — 


- 
VIS CLE PIES TITTY any Wo un 


— eager ro gr IC 


8 e mom i " "9 
— —ä4—é—— —— — — — — 


— — 


4 % 


Pf bo a 


JOHN SHEPPARD, for BuxcLaries. 243 


two ſaws, and other carpenter's tools, the goods of John 


Weſterman, in the Pariſh of St. Andrew, Holborn, July 22, 
1723. 

"He was a ſecond time indicted for ſtealing a faw, the pro- 
rer of John Gardener, in Chelſea, Auguſt iſt, 1723. 


The j Jury found him guilty of both indictments to the value 
of 10d. each, and he was burnt in the hand. 


7 


After his diſcharge from Newgate, he mene with his. 


brother Jack to lend him 40s. and take him in for a partner in 
bis robberies. The firſt fact they committed together was the 
breaking open an alehouſe in Southwark, from whence they 
took ſome money and apparel ; but Jack was ſo generous a 
partner, as to let him take the whole profit of this adventuryy 
The cloaths were ſold to Will. Field. 


In Feb, 1723-4, the two brothers and Edgworth Beſs, 


| broke open the houſe of Mrs. Cook, a linen draper, in Clare- 
market, and carried off goods to the value of 551. 

In-leſs than two weeks after they broke open the bouſs af 
Mr, Phillips, in Drury-lane, and ſtole ſome goods of no great 
value, the property of Mrs. Kendrick. 

A conſiderable time after the firſt of theſe burglaries, Tom 
Sheppard, offering ſome of Mrs. Cook's goods to ſale, was 
apprehended, and committed to Newgate; and, in hopes 
of being admitted an evidence, impeached his brother 
Jack, and Edgworth Beſs, upon which a ſtrict ſearch. was 
made after them, but to no purpoſe, till at laſt James Sizes, 
alias Hell and Fury, meeting accidentally with Jack, in St. 


Giles's, invited him to drink at one Mr. Redgate's, an ale- 


houſe near the ſeven dials, and, while they were there, Sikes 
found means to ſend for a conſtable. Jack was taken, and 
carried before juſtice Perry, who committed him to St. Giles's 


roundhouſe; but, before next mornings he broke out through 


the roof, and made his eſcape. * 
Qne evening in May, 1723, as be, and J. Benſon. were 
oing over Leiceſter- fields, Benſon attempted to pick a gen- 
1 's pocket of a watch, but failing in his enterprize, an 


the gentleman calling out, pick. pockets, they both took to 


their heels; Benſon got off, but Jack was taken and ſent to 
St. Ann's roundhouſe. Beſs Lion coming to ſee him there, 
ſhe. was detained too, on ſuſpicion of being a confederate. 
Next morning they were carried before juſtice Walters, where 


Mrs. Cook; and Mr. Phillips charged them with two felonies 


mentioned above, upon which they were committed to New- 
7 5 WM 
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priſon ; and as they generally paſſed for buſband and wife, 
ey were both confined in one room, called Newgate- ward. 
As he had the privilege of having his friends come to viſit 


him, they privately furniſhed him with implements for ſetting 


himſelf and Beſs at liberty. 
Early in the morning, on Whitſun-monday, May 25, hav- 


ing filed off his fetters, he made a breach in the wall, took 
aan iron bar, and a large wooden one, out of the window; 

- then having 25 foot to deſcend, he tied a blanket and a ſheet 
together, and, fixing one of them to a remaining bar in the 


window, Beſs ventured down firſt, and he followed. They 
were now got into the yard, and ſtill had a wall of 22 foot 


high to ſcale; but, climbing up by the locks and bolts of the 


great gate, they got over, and made their eſcape. | 
Jack was now become ſo eminent, that there was not a 


prig in St. Giles's, but thought it an honour, as well as an 
advantage, to be admitted into his company. Among theſe 


was Charles Grace, a cooper, who begged of Jack to take 
him for an affiſtant in his robberies, becaifſe he had got ſuch 


an extravagant whore to maintain, that all he could ſteal with 
bis own hands, was too little for her. Jack was eaſily perſua- 


ded, tho* not (as be ſaid) becauſe he wanted Grace, but be- 


Cauſe Grace wanted him. | 


— 


Theſe two conſulting with Anthony Lamb, an apprentice 


to Mr. Carter, a mathematical inſtrument-maker, near St. 
Clement's church, they agreed to rob Mr. Barton, who 


lodged in Mr. Carter's houſe. And accordingly, about two 
in the morning, Lamb let them both in, and they conveyed 


| away a conſiderable ſum of money, and goods to a great va- 


hue; but Lamb ſtaid in the houſe, and leaving the door open, 
went to bed to avoid ſuſpicion. But, notwithſtanding this, 
he was ſuſpected, and, upon a ſhort examination, confeſſed 


the whole affair, and was thereupon committed to Newgate. » 


Þ July, 174. 


Anthony Lamb, of St, Clement's, Danes, was indicted for 
breaking and entering the houſe of Henry Carter, and —_ 


money, wearing apparel, and other goods, the property of 
William Barton, and others, July 16, in the night. 5 


7 1 
. — * 


Mr. Barton. The priſoner is apprentice to my landlord 


Henry Carter. On the 16th of laſt month I came home a- 
bout one in the morning, and my goods were then in the 


houſe. About four in the ſame morning, Mrs. Carter came 


vp and told me, J had been robbed, I had ſome ſuſpicion of 
3 | 55 the 


- 


he priſoner, and, upon examining him, he confeſſed; that, 
about two in the morning, he let John Sheppard, and Charles 


Grace into the houſe, and that they opened the room Where 


my. goods were, and took them away, _ | 
Anthony Bragget, At the ſame time I loſt twelve yards of 
drugget, and the priſoner told me, that he would help me to 
my drugget again, and Mr. Barton to his goods, if we would 
let him puſh off. | er 7 15 
Then the priſoner's confeſſion, taken befofe the juſtice, was 


proved and read in court. The priſoner denied the fact, and 


ſaid, he was terrified into a confeſſion. : 

The jury acquitted him of the burglary, and found bis 
guilty of the felony only, to the value of 39s. "Trans 
portation. 5 „ n 


„ Deen Diby, 


Dpomds Sheppard, of St.. Clement's, Danes, was indicted 


{with John Sheppard, not then taken) for breaking and en- 
tering the houſe of Mary Cook, and ſtealing her goods, Fe- 
- bruary 5, 1723-4, in the night. _ x4 
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* The jury found him guilty of felony, to the value of 398“ 


ranſportation. 


+ On the 19th of | J uly, Jack Sheppard and Blueſkin ſtopped | 
A coach in Hampſtead road, and robbed a lady's woman of 


half a crown. PE et ; 

Next day, between Fig-lane and the Hampſtead half-way 
houſe, they. robbed John Pargiter, an Attorney, and for this 
Francis Brightwell, and his brother Benjamin were tried; 
and, though Pargiter ſwore poſitively againſt then, they were 


honourably acquitted, as we have ſeen in their trial, When 
Jack told the ftory of this robbery, Little I, ſays he, was the 


great, laſty fellow that pulled Pargiter out of the ditch—but 
the man had got a drop in his eye, and that dimmed his 
bod, | te 
When Jack Sheppard, his brother Tom, Blueſkin, Grace, 
or Hell and Fury, had committed any felony, they common=- 
ly diſpoſed of their goods to William Field, who ſometimes 


lodged at Blueſkin's mother's, in Roſemary-lane. Jack often 


ſaid, that Field wanted courage to venture in a robbery, tho? 
he was as great a villain as lived. Perbaps Field began to 


# 


think it more profitable, and leſs hazardous to receive than 


Fi K k 2 De 6 
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to ſteal; though if courage conſiſts in daring to commit fe. 
lonies, as Jack ſeems to think, there is no doubt but Field 


might put in his claim; for in October, 1721, he was tried 
on four indictments for felony and burglary, and was an ac- 
complice in ſeveral others. Ie was likewiſe in September, 


7720. an evidence againſt James Wilſon, and John Homer, 
alias Holmar, for robbing! George Herbert on the high-way, 


of eleven pounds, and in July, 1725, was convicted of re- 


ceiving goods ſtolen by perſons unknown, for which he was 


fired and impriſoned. 


Jack and Blue-ſkin, in order to keep their goods together, 


till they could diſpoſe of them to the beſt advantage, hired 
a ſtable near the Horſe-Ferry, in Weſtminſter, for a ware- 
touſe. Here, among their other effects, they put the 
woollen-cloth they ſtole from Mr. Kneebone, who had been 
ſo kind a friend to Jack. The goods being lodged, they ac- 
quainted Field with it, and carried him down to ſee them, 
expecting he would ta“ e them off their hands, and ſo he did, 
but without paying a farthing ; for at night, he broke open 


their ware-houſe, and ſtole all their merchandize, and after- g 


wards betrayed Jack to Jonathan Wild. 
Nor was this all, but to make ſure work of it, Field 


ſwore that he himſelf was an accomplice with Sheppard and 


Blake in breaking open Mr. Knee-bone's houſe. Jack often 
declared that Field knew nothing of the matter, till the day 
aſter this was done, and then, ſays Jack, I told him all the 
particulars of the ſtory, never dreaming the raſcal would 
make ſuch an ill uſe of the confidence | put in him. 

On Monday morning, Auguſt 30, the warrant came 1 


to Newgate, for the execution of Joſeph Ward for robbery, | 


Anthony Upton, for burglary, and John Sheppard. 

A little within the Lodge at Newgate there was on the 
left hand a batch, with large iron ſpikes: this opened into a 
dark paſſage, from whence you went up a few ſteps into the 
Condemned-Hold. The priſozers were permitted to come 
down to this hatch to ſpeak with their friends. , Sheppard be- 
ing provided with-implements, found means: to cut one of 


the ſpikes in ſuch a manner, that it would eaſily break off. 


In the evening two women of his acquaintance coming to 
ſee him, he broke off the ſpike, ard thruſting his head and 


thoeulders through the ſpace, the women pulled him down, 


and ſo he made his eſcape undifcovered, though ſome of 
the keepers were at the ne time drinking at the farther end 
of the lodge. | 


| Sheppard f 
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Sheppard, the next day after his eſcape, went to an 
als: houſe in Spittle-Fields, and ſent for a truſt) comrade: 
of his, one Will. Page, a butcher in Clare-Market. Af- 
ter a ſhort conſultation of what was beſt to be done in the 
preſent exigency, they agreed to go down to, Warnden in 
Northamptonſhire, where Page had - fome relations. They 
went accordingly ;. but meeting with à cold reception, they 

returned to London in about a week's tine. 
On the Sth of Sept. between eight and nine at night, av 
they were going along Fleet-Street,. they paſſed by the door 
of Mr. Martin, a watch-maker, and ſeeing none but a boy 
in the ſhop, they turned back, and Sheppard daſhing his 
hand through the ſaſh- window, ſnatched away three watches,, 
As they: ſoon underſtood that a ſtrict enquiry Was made 
after them, they thought it not ſafe to ſtay in London, and. 
therefore they retired to Finchley, in hopes of remaining 
concealed there, till the heat of the ſearch was over; but the 


keepers of Newgate, having intelligence of this, purſued, | 


them thither, and took them.” - _ . 24d e00b-iondÞ 

Sheppard was again brought to Newgate, and for bet-/ 
ter ſecurity, was lodged in a ſtrong room called the Caſtie, 
where he was hand-cuffed, loaded with a heavy pair of 
irons, and chained to a Maple in the floor. His eſcape 
had made ſuch a noiſe, that now he was retaken, curioſity” 


daily brought crouds of people to ſee him, and he ſo diverted 


them with recounting his rogueries, that few of them went 
away without giving him a little money. A file, a: chiffel, 
or a hammer, would have been much more acceptable ; but 
his viſitors were ſo narrowly watched, that there was no op- 
portunity of helping him to any ſuch implements. His 
thoughts however were employed in projecting a ſecond eſcape 
from Newgate, 09% 27109 4 WUIBNILY 
On Wedneſday, October 14, the ſeſſions began at the Old- 


Bailey, and Jack knew that the keepers would then have ſo much 


* 


buſineſs in attending the court, as would leave them but little 


leiſure to viſit him; and therefore thought that this would be 
the only time to make a puſh for his liber tg. 

The next day, about two in the afternoon, one of 
the keepers carried Jack his dinner, and, as uſual, exa- 


mined his irons, and found all faſt, and ſo left him. de: 
had hardly been gone an hour, before Jack went to work.. 


The firſt thing he did, he got off his hand- cuffs, and 


then with a crooked nail, which he found upon the floor, 


be opened the great padlock that faſtened his chain to the 
ſtaple. Next he twiſted aſunder a ſmall link of the chain 
or between 
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between his legs, and drawing up his feet-locks as high 
as he could, he made them faſt with his garters. He at- 
tempted to get up the chimney, 'but had not advanced far, 
before his progreſs was ſtopped by an iron bar that went 
acroſs within-{ide, and therefore being deſcended, he went to 
work on the out-ſide, and with a piece of his broken chain 
picked out the mortar, and removing a ſmall ſtone or two 
about fix feet from the floor, he got out the iron bar, 
which was an inch ſquare, and near a yard long, and this 
proved. of great ſervice to him. He preſently made fo 
large a breach, that he got into the Red-Room over the 
Caſtle. Here he found a great nail, which was another 
very uſeful implement. The door of this room had not 
been opened for ſeven years paſt; but in leſs than ſeven 
minutes he wrenched off the lock, and got into the en- 
try leading to the chapel. Here he found a door bolted 
on the other fide, upon which he broke a hole through 
the wall, and puſhed the bolt back. Coming now to the 
chapel-door, he broke off one of the iron ſpikes, which 
he kept for farther uſe, and fo got into an entry between 
the chapel and the lower leads. The door of this en- 
try was very ſtrong, ard faſtened with a great lock, and 
what was worſe, the night had overtaken him, and he 
was forced to work in the dark. However, in half an 
hour, by the help of the great nail, the chapel ſpike, 
and the iron bar, he forced off the box of the lock, and 
opened the door, which led him to another yet more dif- 
cult; for it was not only locked, but barred and bolted: 
When he had tried in vain to make this lock and box 
give way, he wrenched the fillet from the main poſt of 
the door, and the box and ſtaples came off with it: and 
now Sepulchre's chimes went eight. There was yet ano- 
ther door betwixt him and the lower leads; but it be- 
ing only bolted within-ſide, he opened it eaſily, and mounting 
to the top of it, he got over the wall, and ſo to the upper leads. 
His next conſideration was, how to get down ; for 
which purpoſe looking round him, and finding the top of 
the Turner's houſe adjoining to Newgate, was the moſt 
convenient place to alight upon, he reſolved to deſcend: 
thither ; but as it would have been a dangerous leap, be 
went back to the caſtle the ſame way he came, and fetched 
a blanket he uſed to lie on. This he made faſt to the wall 
of Newgate, with the ſpike he ſtole out of the chapel, and 
_ ſo ſliding down, dropped upon the Turner's leads, and then 
the clock ſtruck nine. EX; ES, 1 
m_ Pucki 
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-'Luckily-for him the Turner's garret-door on the leads 
—— to be open. He went in, and erept ſoftly down 
one pair of ſtairs, when he heard company talking in a 
room below. His irons giving a clink, a woman ſtarted, 
and ſaid, Lord! What noiſe is that? Somebody anſwered, 
The dog or the cat; and thereupon. Sheppard returned up to 


the garret, and having continued there above two hours, he 


ventured down a ſecond time, when he heard à gentleman 
take leave of the company, and ſaw the maid light him 
down ſtairs. As ſoon as the maid came back, and had 


Mut the chamber- door, he made the beſt of his way to the 
ftreet-door, unlocked it, and ſo made his eſcape about twelve 


at night. 


It is uncertain where he took up bis lodging for the we 


maining part of that night, or rather morning, or when, 


or how he got the irons off his legs: but on the firſt of No- 
vember, not only his feet-locks, but his hand-cuffs too, 
were found in a room belonging to Kate Cook, and Kate 


Keys, in Cranbourn-Allex. 
He had not been many days at liberty before he wrote the 
two following letters; and drefling himſelf at night like a 


= went to Mr. Applebee's houſe in 1 Black-F yang; and 


ft them with his maid - ſervant. 


Mr. Applebee, 
＋ HIS with my kind 58 to you, and pray give my 
kind love to Mr. Wagſtaff, hoping theſe few lines will 
find you in good health, as I am at preſent; but I muſt 
own you are the loſer for want of my dying-ſpeech : but to 
make up your loſs, if you think this ſheet worth your while, 
pray make the_beſt of it. Though they do ſay that I am 
taken among the ſmugglers, and put into Dover-Caſtle, yet 
I hope I am among ſmugglers ſtill, So no more, but 


Your bumble ſervant, | 


JOHN SHEPPARD: 


And 1 defire you would be the dei to my laſt lodging 
fo farewel, now I quit the Lain n . | 


| Newgate frewel. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Auſtin, 
7 OU was pleaſed to paſs your jokes upon me, and did 
1 ſay you ſhould not have been angry with me, had I took 
my leave of you; but now pray keep your jokes to yourſelf, 
jet them laugh that win: for now it is an equal chance, 
Fou to take me, or I to get away, but I own myſelf guilty of 
that ill manners; but excuſe me, for my departure being 
private and neceſſary, ſpoiled the ceremony of bidding adieu. 
But I wiſh you all as well as I am at preſent. But pray be 
not angry for the loſs of your irons, had you not gave me thenr 
1 had not taken them away ; but really I had left the 
hind me had convenience ſerved. So pray don't be angry. 


How Auſtin and Perry you did ſay, 
If e'er the Sheppard got away, ER, 
That in his room hang'd you'd be, 


Don that fatal Tyburn tree. 8 
But chat raſh way J pray forſake, is | 
TDhho' Sheppard is ſo fortunate, 1 . 
I wou'd have you with patience wait, Z 
Till that again, you do him take, | , 
For you are large and heavy men, | 
And two the weight what was of him; 
And if a way to that tree you take, 
Upon my word you'd make it ſhake: a 
So farewel now, my leave | take. 42 = 
And what is amiſs done, you write, for my ſcholarſhip is but ' 
mall. | e 2 | 4 
This from your fortunate priſoner, - > 
1 JOHN SHEPPARD. : 
In a few nights after leaving theſe letters, be bioke r 
_ a ſhop in Monmouth- ſtreet, and ſtole ſome wearing ap- * 
parel. * | 

On the 2gth'of October he broke open the houſe of Ro- c 
bert Rawlins, a pawn-broker in Drury-Lane, from whence B 

he took a ſword, a ſuit of apparel, ſeveral ſnuff- boxes, 


2 S rings, 
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465 and watches, and other goods, to a conſiderable va 
le: 

And now. Jack . reſolved. ro appear like a gentleman. 
aeg his old friends in Drury- 5 F. Clare- Market. 

ſtrutted about in 4 fine ſuit, of black, light Fee. 

111 ruled. ſhirt, with a ſilver. .hilted lord by bis fi de, a, 
Hiro ring on his finger, and à gold watch in his pocket: 
0 in s he knew there was 5 diligent ſearch mag. al- 
ter 5 
On the 21ſt of October, he dined x his two. womens, 
Cook and Keys, at a public-houſe in Ne ate · ſtreet, where, 
they were ver oy merry, together.” About four in the aftery, 
noon. they took coach, and drawing up 97 d pa 
through f Fey and Gio tf. Sheers ale · houſe i in Maypole-, 
Alley, by Clare-Market, where, in the evening, he ſent ſor, 
his mother, and treated her with part of three. quarterng 
of 1 As ſhe knew the danger he was, in, ſhe. ad- 
viſed h im to take care of himſelf, and bi out. of of, 12 
way! but Jack had been drivking pretty ary „ ang. wa 
grown too wiſe to take counſel, and yo. * 1 fe 88 fear. 
any” thing; and therefore, leaving his moth ner, he an: 
about” in the neighbourhood from ale-houſe t dl A- hop, till. 
near twelve 0 clock, when he was ee e {ns 
an ale-houſe' boy, who had po ſeen. bim. 5 or _ 
was then ſo drunk, that be Was unable to make any te- 
Mikey and ſo, he was once more gonyeyed i in. A chene to, 
ewgate. 1 

He had now a create} hilihber of Fiſitors than ever; and. 
not a few perſons of quality among, them. WP ack was not a 
* little Vain of having ſuch company, and did his beſt. to 1 2 
them: he was full of his Jokes and fo ories of his own pranks 

which hie related in a manner, that ſhewed he was ſo far fr 
repeat af His vices, that he ; only ed for an opportunity 
of repeatihg them. He did not however forget to entregt the, 
noblemen to intercede with the king for a pardon, and was in 
great hopes of Seen one, mere] 5 vpn the merit of Rake 
an extraordinary villai 

Indeed, when be Was at chapel, he Ren appeared: 
very Tach Th attentive z. 8 both before, , and HOPE 
diately after, he made himſelf as merry 28 poſh ble, an 
endeavoured” all | he could to prevenk: . rel ligious Miles 
courſe, f | | % 
On the 16th of November he y Was carried to the you 8 
Bench Bar at Weſtminſter, where the record of his con- 
Wen being read, and an affidavit made — he was the 

7 | * ſame 


„till. 
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ſame John Sheppard mentioned in that record, Mr. Juſtice 


Powis awarded ſentence of death againſt him, and a rule 


of court was made for his execution on the Monday follow- 
The day came, but Jack had ſtill ſome hopes of : 


 eluding juſtice. Somebody bad furniſhed him with a pen- 
knife; this he put naked in his pocket, with the point up- 


wards, and, as he told one whom he thought he could 


truſt, his deſign was to lean forward in, the cart, and eut 
aſunder the cord that tied his hands together, and then, 
when he came near Little- Turn- ſtile, to throw himſelf over 
among the croud, and run through the narrow paſſage, 
where the officers could not follow on horfeback, but 
muſt be forced to diſmount; and in the mean time doubted 
not, but by the mob's aſſiſtance, he ſhould make his eſ- 
cape. It is not unlikely that he pleaſed himſelf with theſe 
- thoughts, when he ſaid, I have now as great a ſatisfaQtion at 
heart, as if I was going to enjoy an eſtate of two hundred 
pounds a year, though the chaplain underſtood it in a dif- 
fetent ſenſe. But this hopeful ſchenie' was difcovered in the 


Preſs-Vard in Newgate, juſt: as he was going into the cart, 


thoughit was not prevented without ſome loſs of blood: one 
| Watſon an officer, too incautioully examining Jack's pockets, 
unluckily cut his own fingers. © 
| Sheppard had ſtill another project in his head. He ear- 


neſtly defired ſome of his acquaintance, that after his body 


9 $ 


was cut down, they would, as ſoon poſſible, pul it into 
a warm bed, and try to let him blood'; for he faid, he 


tors if tech care was taken; they moight bring, Jiſd to Jie 


"PAs the place of execution he behaved (himſelf very 
gravely, confeſſed in particular, that he robbed Mr. Phil- 
ps and Mrs. Cook, though, for want of full evidence, the 
jury had acquitted him of both; and declared, that, when 
—_ Blue-ſkin robbed Mr. Knee-bone, Will, Field was not 
Wi them. 8 | 685 | $4 15 1 . 25 1 

He was hanged at Tyburn, on Monday, November 16, 
1724, in the 23d year of his age. He died with great dif- 
ficulty, and much pitied by the mob. When be had hung 
about a quarter of an hour, he was cut down by 4 ſoldier, 

and delivered to his friends, who carried him t6 the Barley - 
Mow in Long-Acre, and he was buried the ſanie evening in 
St. Martin's church- yard. 7 F N 8 : 

I don't remember any felon in. this kingdom, whoſe ad- 
ventures have made ſo much noiſe as Sheppard's. . He was 
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lor a conſider able time the common ſybje& of converſation. 
I have ſeen fix or ſeven different hiſtories of his life ;. and 
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ſeveral copper-plates, repreſenting the. manner of# his eſcapes 
out of the Condemned-Hold, and the Caſtle in Newgate; 


beſides other prints of his effigies. The principal of theſe 
Taft was a mezzotinto, done from the original picture, 
painted by Sir James Thornhill, an which occaſion the fol- 
Being ſtanzas were printed in the Britiſh Journal of Nov. 


28, 1724 


,, KS 1 e 
Thornhill, tis thine to gild with fame 
Th' obſcure, and raiſe the humble name; 
To make the form elude the grave, 

And Sheppard from oblivion fave, . 


Tho' life in vain the wretch implores, — 
An exile on the fartheſt ſhores, | ©] 
'Thy pencil brings a kind reprieve, „ Ee ded 
And bids the dying robber live. 


This piece to lateſt time ſhall Rand, + - 1 


And ſhew the wonders of thy hand. 
Thus former maſters grac'd their name, 
And. gave egregious robbers fame. | 


— 


Apelles Alexander drew, 

Cæſar is to Aurellius dum, 

Cromwell in Lilly's works doth ſhi ne: 
ah And Sheppard, Thorakill, lives in thine. - 


r. Thurmond contrived a pantomime entertainment, called 


HALzquin SHePPARD.——A Night Scene in Groteſque | 
Charafters.—— It was ated at the Theatre-Royal in 


Drury-Lane. The ſcenes were painted from the real places 
" Then's farce of three as, was printed, under the title of 


D, for BukGLARES, '- 267 


Sheppard was even thought a proper ſubje& fot the ſtage. 


er : or the Adventures of JOHN SHEPPARD. 


VL 


This was never acted at any of the theatres: but after it 
3 


had lain a long while neglecte 


Quaker Opera. 


— 


lain a le it was 1 
Ad catches at Bartholomew-Fair, by the name of | 
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| 268 JOHN SHEPPARD, for BURGLARIES, 
And what is yet more, Jack's adventures have been ſpiri- 


| Wake 


tualized i in the pulpit, if a late friend of mins was not in jeſt 
when he told me the ſtory ; ; but, however, I ſhall re . it 
a8 near as I can, in his own. words, and lere the — 1 to 
dg e ho far it deſerves AN 
ne Sunday evening, ſays he, as I was returning home 
fromm the other end of the town, I ſome how miſſed my way, 
and ping By a porch, I beard the ſound of a preacher's 
voice, upo which T turned hack and ftepped in. He was 
pretty near the concluſion of his ſermon. What I heard was 
ſo mal a part, and ſo remarkable, that I believe I can re- 
peat it almoſt verbatim. > heſe were hey wards, or at leaſt to 
this effect, b "E296 1 
% Now, my beloved, what a bchely conſideration it 
is, that men ſhould ſhew ſo much regard for the preſervation 
of a poor periſhing body, that can remain at moſt but a few 
years ; and at the ſame time, be ſo unaccountably negligent of 
2 precious ſoul, which muſt continue to the ages of eternity | 
O what care! what pains; what diligence ! and what con. 
trivances are made uſe of for, => laid out upon theſe frail 
and tottering tabernacles of clay | when alas! the nobler 


part of us is allowed. ſo very ſmall a ſhare of our concern, 


that we ſcarce will give. ourſelves. the trouble of beſtowing 


_ athought upon it. 2461} 246 © 


«© We have a hee e of FER in a notorious 


malefactor, well known by the name of Jack Sheppard! 


what amazing difficulties has -he overcome, what aſtoniſhing 
things has he performed, for the ſake of a ſtinking miſerable 
carcaſe, hardly worth. hanging l. How dextrouſly did he pick 
the padlock of his chain with a crooked nail? How manfully 


he burſt his fetters aſunder, climb up the chimney, wrench 


out an jron-bar,. break his way through..a ſtone-wall, and 
be Foe 409878 . + at epiry By I ene him, till be 
Lot upon the 2% of t pri on ? a fixing a 10 anket to 
e Wall with Ike , e ſtole out 155 555 chapel, ng in⸗ 
frepidly di did h eſcend to the top, of the fe. ay s houſe, and 
how cautiou y 1 down the airs, and make his eſcape at 
the ſtreet-door ? 
O that Je were all like Jack Sheppard | [ miſtake me not, 


5 my brethten, 1 An t mean in a carnal, but i in a f. iritual 


Lenſe, for 1 ee 9, ſpiritualize theſe things, What a 1 
Ihame ie would bi if we ſhould not think it worth « ow while 

to take as mu pains, ad employ as many deep thou ts, 0 
bare an ſo 2 48 be ** dang to e his "tes 1 « Ie , 
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JOHN SHEPPARD, for Bunotanges, | 26g 


<« Let me exhort ye then to open the Locks of your 
Hearts with, the, Nail of Repentance; | burſt aſunder the 


Fetters of your beloved Luſts; mount the Chimney;of Hope, 
take from thence the Bar of good Reſolution, break 
through the Stone-wall of Deſpair, — all the ſtrong Holds 


in the Dark-Entry of the Valley of the Shadow of Death: 


| raiſe yourſelves to the Leads of Divine Meditation, Fix the 
Blanket of Faith with the Spike of the Church. Let yout- 


ſelves down to the Turner's Houſe of Reſignation, and def - 
cend the Stairs of Humility: ſo ſhall you come to the Door 
of Deliverance from the Priſon of Iniquity, and eſcape tlie 
clutches of that old Executioner the Devil, who goeth aboyt 


| likea roaring lion n whom. he may devour.” s 


But the beſt piece I have nen relating to Sheppard, is 


dialogue in the Britiſh Journal of Dec. 4, 1725. As I 2 i 
lieve it is hardly now to be met with, and am well e it 
| wi be penn, 1 an give it 2 'place here. 


* 


s R, 
HE following e between an ancient * 3 obs 


hero is, we apprehend,' deſigned" as an imitation” of 


Luck or Fontenelle ; whether the author has ſucceeded in 
thac deſign, or no, we will not pretend to determine; but 
if he has not, we are of opinion, that the good ſenſe and 
truth which runs through it, will be a ſuffcient apology. for 


N it this day” O entertainment. | 


243. 14208 


Jor res Cavan and Jac SnepeanD, 


15 * 4 tt, 499 8 


Fe c. How now, * wretch ! what a has inſpired 


te. with the thought of Twelling into A compariſon with | 
me! 


8. Look you, Sir, I have been as cranes in my way, 
as you in yours, perhaps more ſo: and as we are now in a 


place where glory is our beſt portion, I can ſee no reaſon why 


an equality in 0 Thould, not be a foundation for an equality 
in fame. 


de. And is it poſſible? Gods! what do I bear? Are 
: al my battfes compared to ftreet-robberies ? All my ſieges to 


burglaries ? And muſt all the actions of my life be tarniſhed by 


a vile compariſon with a es 1 n charter is that 
of a 'toabFreaker ?. 1 Fr 
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"270 JOHN. SHEPPARD, for * Fe 


Es « 8, Softly,good Ceſar. Is: it more a crime to pick a lock, 
unhinge à conſtitution? Are a pair of fetters more fa. 
red than the liberty of the people? And is it more diſhonoux - 
able to ſlip through the 12 of a gaoler, chan break through 
the laws of one's e 
„ C. Now, friend, have caught thee': waſt not thou 
ade a public rg of mne for breach of thy country's 
WS. 143 . 
wet K. enn, ad it ets, if any luis, 1 have an ad- 
Vantage over. thee : J only infringed the laws, not overturned 
them. I did not grow too big a villain for them to puniſn 
me, as you did, and therefore was puniffied i in an extraor- 
dinary manner; but ſurely, in fair reaſoning, it is the crime, 
Pt, the puniſhment, that is ſcandalous. 
; 7 That I am ready to rant 3 ; but prythee wha are wy 
rim 
£1 << 8. O Lord, dir! L wapt- my, to repent them”: : 
uſurping tyranny; enſlaving your country; deſtroy ing the 
eftabliſhed plan of government; invading foreigners, whoſe 
freedom you had no right to diſturb; and perplexing citizens, 
whoſe liberties you were abliged to preſerve: in a word, be- 
ing ſeditious at home, and troubleſome mon; & the beſt 
28 f ou have to boaſt ... 
: Wh his is a little odd : but pray, Sir had I no vir- 
tues? 
58. Very few. Some 3 indeed you bud, and 
fo had I, or neither of us had been fit for our buſineſs : your 
purpoſe was to obtain power; mine to get riches : we both 
took illegal. methods, and therefore ſome ſupplemental qua- 
ties were neceſſary to our undertakings ; you was learned, 
- wiſe and valiant ; I was fly, cunning and dexterous. 1 8 
C. And will you then make no difference between our 
enterprires 3 
8. Not til you ſhew methat the one was more warranable 
than the other, or leſs noxious to mankind ; and which ev 
you prove fo, I will allow to be the moſt laudable, | 
C. Very well! as yet you have only ſhewn that our 
vices are equal: now, pray, Sir, what are your virtues ? 
8. Did I ever pretend to. any? Sir, you miſtake me, 
T only put in for fame, to which virtue is but an indifferent 
title. Lord, Sir! if either you or I had virtues, we had been 
forgotten long he. 
* C. Heyday ! and fo you are content, if 1 give up my 
character for that of a villain, to be thought one too. 


= 


| / 
8. I never 


— 


fOHN SHEPPARD, for BuxGLAanies, 27 
& 8. I hever aſpired to be greater than Cælar. 1 
0 C. Preſumptuous! and doſt thou hope to be equal? 

b 8. Why not? My actions are as wonderful, and ſome- 

what honeſt err. „ % 4% f % TGT 

% C. Why doſt thou not relate them then? For as yet L 

have heard nothing but infamous things of thy perform 
in 425 31 * 2 8 ls beo Dr nn 

Be. Cæſar, I hate boaſting; but could I write like thes 
an account of my life, it would not be credited, but it would 
be free from the cenſures that may be paſſed upon thine: men 
would find nothing in it, undertaken; through wantonnefs er 
ambition. I did not ravage, as you did, in the Eaſt for fames 


A * 
1 


e 
— rit> TO AW adhd nen e AIG 42712 O el 4 4 4 4 
9 8. Why now you talk reaſon, and I ſhall hear yo 
Y with plaſfure.- bett ig e e e eee, 
C. What is your opinion of my eouragee 
TR 8. Why, that you had courage is not to be diſputed; 
but yow- muſt allow it to me alſo ; and I think I have fhewn 
4 it to a greater degree than you did. I fancy declating war 
n ; alone and unarmed againſt a whole potent kingdom, is What 
5 you would not have ventured upon: beſides, Ediirage is 
7 quality ſo many brutes have in common with as'that'itis almoſt 
a ſhame to boaſt on it: and that it has ſuch à deperidariee” 
7 on our conſtitution, that it is no more a nietit than Birth, 
| beauty, or any other accidental ornament ; and a man is 
FRE no more to be: praiſed, or blamed, for having, or wanting 
courage, than for having a fine hand, or a diſtorted face; 
„C. What of my humanity and moderation? 
« S. Trick and artifice lixe my own: rigout and cruelty 
would have undone you: why, 1 never purloined any thing 
that could be of no uſe to me. 
C. What ſay you to my wiſdom and learning 
8. Your learning I don't underſtand, but I hope you _ 
would not palm it upon me for a virtue. And as for your 
wiſdom, I am aſhamed the world has been impoſed on by it: 
I have contrived a better plot for ftealing a gold watch, than 
that by which you ſtole the liberties of Rome; Nor was 
e | your 
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21 jou SHEPPARD, fo FF ee 


pour ſcheme. for getting the bword. of power- into. your lande 
y-any- means equal to mine fot procuring one whoſe only 
. — was a ſilver hilt. O! that I had been Cæſar, and you 
Sheppard | I ſhould have made a ont Enpero?, apd you 
but a ſorry ef, 25:53 290: 
* C. Come, good words ald few ; 1 have but one as 
tion to aſæ: what are your thoughts of my reſolution ? 
Do you think paffing the. Rubicon, or ſwimming from 
Alexandria to my dest, have hiſtorical aQions:their: equals Pl 9! 
e 8. Heyday !! Did you ever hear of my two eſcapes? And 
de you think the man who had reſolution enough o attempt 
them, did not ſurpaſs Nun l e nit 10 f 
9. C. They were acts of deſpair, not of reſolution. | + 
8. I believe, Sir, you will find them founded on the 
| fame principle with yours; 'or-if-they vary, it:is-for the ber- 
ter. Such of yotir mad pranks as you had no- occaſion to 
play, were done for glory thoſe which you were forced on 
for life. My actions were all of the latter fort; and therefore; 
as I hinted before, more meritorious than yours; fon next to 
playing the fool, the greateſt yy is doing it only with a view: 
to be talked of. Won yi 83 
% C. It is ſomewhat hard, "that though I have givenup my; 
public character, you will allow me no perſonal merit in my 
private. 5 3 4 evi VI. e 
8. Sir, 1 have reaſon Von and Ga have done great 
actions in Hur ſeveral ways z but the: ends for which we did 
them, render them vile: there is no ſuch thing as iperſonal 
merit independent of ſociety, | nor can any-accompliſhments: 
deſerve that name, but in proportion to the: benefit which the 
weal- public receives from them. Courage, humanity, mo- 
deration, wiſdom, learning and e are fine qualities, 
but it is the uſe and application which: make them virtues; 
and the only reaſon for paying any regard to them is that when 
men are engaged for the good of their kind, ſuch qualities 
make them more able to procure it effectually, which argu- 
ment is reverſed when the purpoſe is altered. 
C. I am almoſt; of your ano Vos reaſon 
well; and I wiſh, for the peace of mankind, the rulers of 
the earth had ſo. _ a notion of — —_ as ou 
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LAK all duns. for a deer. 


£ — — > 6h and ther 2 Jo 12, 1724, in the 
night-time. x 3 
Mr. Kneeboiee. . h heard chat ts of my neighbours 5 
Houſes had been robbed, and ond, pn intimation, that | 
mine was marked down for the next, I took a particular care 
to fee all my doors and windows faſt, before I went to bed: 
notwithſtanding which, it was broke open that very night, 
and 108 yards of woollen cloth, and other goods, were taken 
away, which I miſſed in the morning, and found two bars of ' 
my cellar-window were cut, and my-cellar-door, which had 
been locked with a padlock; and bolted, was broke open. I 
acquainted Jonathan Wild with what had happened, and told 
him that I ſuſpected Jack Sheppard. Jonathan procured Shep- 
pard and the priſoner to be apprehended. - I went to Sheppard 
in Newgate, and he declared to me, that himſelf and the vi 5 
ſoner committed the fact. 
Nuurt. What Sheppard confeſſed: might be evidence again | 
| himſelf, but cannot affect another. | 
Mr. Kneebone. After they were taken, William Field ap- 
| peared a voluntary evidence againft SheppaM „and is now comy 
25 2 witneſs againſt the priſoner.  ' 

Milliam Field. I was not much acquainted with Shooarh 
for J had ſeen him but two or three times, by means of his 
coming to the priſoner, who-lodged at my houſe in the Mint. 
T he CRETE aſked me to go out with him-and Sheppard to 

. Kneebons, I was unwilling to expoſe myſelf to any 
e and told him that I did not know the houſe. Blood, 
ſays he, nor I neither; but Jack Sheppard does, for he has | 
lived-there, and he'll undertake it, and we ſhall have nothing 
to do, but to help to carry off the goods, or elſe I ſhould be 

23 Unwilling to venture as you. I agreed to that, and fo the 
priſoner and I went, from my houſe in the Mint, to Lam= 
| beth, where we croſſed the water, and got to Sheppard's 

lodgings 2 about three in the afternoon; we 
ſtaid there till about twelve at night, and then all three went 
to Mr. Kneebone s houſe, bs _ broke it open, by tax- 
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274 : _ JOSEPH BLAKE, for- BURGLARY. 


ing the bars out of the cellar- window; for he told us he had 
cut them above a month before. I had provided myſelf with 


a tinder-box, and the priſoner had a wax candle, which J 


gave him money to buy as we came along. Sheppard took 


the tinder-box and candle, and went in, and we ſtood to look 


out, till he had got the goods in readineſs, and then he open- 
ed the back-door, and we went in, and each of us took a 


burden of broad- cloth, and fo walked off. The priſoner and 


J went afterwards to pawn part of this cloth; but he ſtood at 

a little diſtance, while I carried it in. It was found. there by 

my directions, and here it is. | | 
Abraham Men er, a Jew. I went with Mr. Wild to help 


bim to bring the priſoner to Newgate, and, as we were com 


ing by the proſecutor's houſe, Mr. Wild ſaid to the priſoner, 
There's the Ken | and he anſwered, Say no more of that, 
Mr. Wild, for I know I am a dead man; but what I fear i 185 
that I ſhall afterwards be carried to Surgeon? s-hall and anato- 
mized. To which Mr. Wild replied, No, Ih Il take care to 


prevent that, for I'll give you a coflin. 


Quilt Arnold. I went with Abraham and Mr. Wild to 


apprehend the priſoner, and, going to his chamber door, I 


bid him open it, but he ſwore he would not, and fo I burſt 


it open. He drew a penknife, and ſwore be would kill the 


firſt man that came in: then I am the firſt man, ſays I, and 
Mr. Wild is not far behind, and if you don't deliver your 
pepkvife immediately, Il chop your arm off. Then he threw 
the knife down, and I apprehended him. ] afterwards heard 
Mr. Wild promiſe to give him a coflin. - 

Priſoner. I knew nothing of the fact, nor ever had any 
acquaintance with Field. As for my reſiſting Quilt Arnold, 


1 took him at firſt for a bailiff come to arreſt me. 


The jury found him Saut. Death, 


| Aer the verdig was given, he ſaid to hu court: on n Wed- 
neſday morning laſt (the 14th of this month) Jonathan Wild 
ſaid to Simon Jacobs, I believe you will not bring gol. this 
time, I wiſh Joe (meaning me) was in your caſe, but I am 


_ afraid be is a dead. man; ; but Ell do my endeavour to brin 


you off as a ſingle felon, And then, turning to me, he ſaid, 
believe you muſt die. Lil ſend: you a good book or two, 

25 provide you a coffin, and you ſhall not © be anatomized. 
Sima Jacobs, alias Joſepl Gueſt, was convicted of felony 
at the ſame ſeſſions, for ſtealing two guineas, and 38. 6d. the 
Morey of George Earcourt, out of a elk in the Crowns 
* | 3 office, 
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bffice; Auguſt 8. Tranſportation. He was tried for a Bur- 


plary in October, 1722. 


An Accoimt of JosEPRH BLAKE, alias BLUESKIN- 


Joſepbh Plate was born in London: He was kept fix years 
at ſchool; but had ſo early an inclination to rozuery, that 
he made but little progreſs in his learning. Here his acquaint- 
ance begun with Will. Blewit, who was his ſchool-fellow, 
and who afterwirds proved to be a villain of the firit rank, 
as we ſhall find in his trial, in March, 1726. 

As ſoon as Joe was taken from ſchool; he ar 
to picking and ſnatching. pockets; in company with one Ed- 
ward Pollit. The greateſt prize they got was one night about 
three years ago, in Threadneedle: ſtreet, where they ſnatched 
off a woman's pocket, in which they found 37 ſhillings, and 
ſome half-pence, a filver ſnuff-box gilt, a pocket bottle of 
geneva, and a tortoiſe- ſhell tobacco- box. : 


Joe was hardly fifteen, before he had been in all the Bride- 


wells and Work-houſes about town. He afterwards under- 


took ſtreet-robberies, and joined himſelf with Will. Lock; 


Robert Wilkinſon, James Lincoln, Valentine Carrick, and 
Daniel Carrol; and was one of their company when they rob- 
bed Mr. Clark, aſſaulted captain Langley, and murdered Peter 


Martin, the Chelſea penſioner, June 4, 1722. Wilkinſon 


was taken firſt, and carried before juſtice Hewit, where; itt 
hopes of being made an evidence, he informed againſt Oakey, 
Milkſop, Ping, Lincoln, Carrick, Carrol and Lock. But 
Lock being apprehended ſoon after, made a much larger in- 


formation before juſtice Blackerby, containing about 70 rob- 


beries, beſides the murder of Peter Martin; ſo that Lock was 


admitted an evidence, Wilkinſon's impeachment was ſet a- 


fide, and he himſelf was brought to the bar, and convicted of 
the murder of Peter Martin, and of ſeveral other robberies: 


' Feoſeph Rice, who was ſhot in attempting to rob the lady 


a man on 


Chudleigh's coach, was another of Blake's companions. 


Blake was taken in December, 1722, and made an inform» 
_ of twelve robberies, the chief of which are. the fol- 
m—_ X 1 8 | 


© With William Blewitt, and Richard Oakey, I ſtopped 
jorſeback near Walworth- common, bound bim, 

and took gs. and ſome copper, a ſtudded caſe watch, which 
5 Mm 2 | | watch 


- JOSEPH BLAKE, for Bunoimiy. 275 


plied bimſelf 
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watch was pawned by Mrs. Jones, wife of Humphry Jones, 
and I had 128. | | 

«© Three weeks before I was taken, with one John Junks, 
alias Lavie, alias Levie, I took from four paſſengers in the 
Chamberwell ſtage- coach, about twenty ſhillings, and on Sun- 
day laſt, being the 16th of this inftant December, 1722, with 
Matthew Flood, I robbed a ſingle gentleman. in a chaife, a- 
bout fix in the evening, on the Hampſtead road, of a ſilver 
watch with a black ribband, and a half broad-piece. On the 
20th of this inſtant, we robbed two gentlemen, W. Young, 
Eſq; and Col. Cope] with hunting caps on, in a chariot on 
the Hampſtead road, and took two gold watches, with chains 
and ſeals; and out of one gentleman's fob I took a ſmal} 
ring, an inſcription writ round it, having a ſmall cryſtal- 
ſtone; alſo one guinea in gold, and about 16s. The watches 
we fold to R Grettrix, of Sou hwark, for 14 Guineas. Note, 
Junks laid down his piſtol by the gentlemen, while he com- 
mitted the robbery. | | £8 

« With Richard Oakey, and Ichn Junks, I ſtopped 
a ſingle man with a link, in Fig-lane, who reſiſting vs, 
Junks and Oakey beat kim with their piſtols on the head and 
breaſt, and took from him one guinea, and one penny, and 
left him in a wounded ſad condition. ä 
„ Alſo I, with Edward Pollit and John Junks, ſtopped a 
man on horſeback on Hampſtead road, bound him, and tookx 
one guinea, twelve ſhillings, a great coat, a hat, and a co- 
loured handkerchief: the coat Junks had, and ſold. 5 

& Alſo, with Matthew Flood and Jobn Junks, I robbed a 
gentleman in a coach near Tyburn-houſe, of one guinea and 
about ſix ſhillings, | | 1 


Daniel Carrol eſcaped to Ireland, where he had not been 
long, before he was killed by a thief-taker. ET 

5 Oatey, Levee and Flood were convicted on Blake's evidence, 
of robbing Mr. Young, Col. Cope, and Simeon Betts. The 
watch they took from Mr. Young, as before, was the ſame 
he had been robbed of once before by Molony and Carrick, 
Blake, upon theſe convictions, expected not only his liberty, 
but part of the reward -allowed by. the government ; but he 
was told, he had no right to either, becauſe he was not a 
voluntary witneſs; but, ſo far from it, that he made a. violent 
reſiſtance, and received a dangerous cut in his head, and other 
wounds, before he would ſurrender; and therefore, if he 
would not conſent to be tranſported for ſeven years, he muſt 


find ſecurity for his good behaviour before the court would 
55 1 LY diſcharge 
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Alcharge him; and ſo he was remanded to Wocd-ſtreet 5 


Compter. 
Jonathan Wild paid for the cure of Blake's wound, 


and allowed bim three ſhillings and ſix-pence a week for a 
conſiderable time, No doubt but he had ſome reaſons ſor fo 
doing. 


Blueſxin lay above a year in the Compter, before he 


could get bail; at laſt prevailing with two Gardeners, he 


acquainted the court, that he was ready to give ſecurity 


for his good behaviour for ſeven years. The court referred 


him to Sir John Fryer. Blake and his two ſureties accord- 


SS ingly attended on Sir John, who took their recognizance. 
A gentleman, who was then preſent, afked him how long it 


might be before they ſaw Blake again at the Old-Bailey ? 
Another an! ſwered, about three ſeſſions, and he happened to 


gueſs right ; ; for at the third ſeſſions Joe was brought to the 
bar, as we ſhall immediately fee. | 


No ſooner was he at liberty, but meeting with Jack 
Sheppard, they went to plundering. together. On Monday, 
July 20, about nine at night, not far from Fig-Lane, they 


robbed John Pargiter of three ſhillings, as he was going 


home to Hampſtead : the conſequence of which was very 
unhappy, For as Pargiter was drunk when he loſt his money, 


he raſhly, to ſay no worſe of it, ſwore the robbery upon two. 


innocent brothers, Francis and Benjamin Brightwell ; and 


though it appeared in court, that they were men of ſpotleſs 


characters, and were acquitted with honour, yet it coſt 


Francis his life; for in a little while after he died with grief, 
or as ſome ſay, with the jail diſtemper. How ſhocking muſt the 


thought of this have been to the profecutor, if he was not in- 
capable of reflection 
Blake and Sheppard committed ſeveral other robberies to- 


gether; but the laſt fact Blake was concerned with him in, 


was the breaking open Mr, Kneebone'! s houſe, for which” they 
were both condemned. 

The day that Blueſkin was tied; he was put into the bail - 
dock, in the ſeſſions-houſe. Jonathan Wild going in to ſpeak 


with him, he ſuddenly drew a elaſp-penknife, and cut Jona- 


than's throat; but as the knife was dull, the wound, though 
Es ORs did not prove mortal. 


As to his behaviour after fates; take it in Mr. Purney's 
words. 


„When under condemnation, he did not few a concern, 


yet always made the reſponſes ** and never appeared 


otherwiſe 


A 


— — — 8 


5 
=, : "ED ID 5 r b 8 _ * n 2 AK Ib 8 2p ” r 
— En RF: 4 e 2 . n Dre 
r — _— — * I "SY gy —— > — . 9 


— 


1 


— ES? 


—— OL 


= 278 ons VINCENT DAVIS, for Mozpis. 


otherwiſe than ſerious at chapel 3 when he was aſked if he 
was prompted to commit the violence upon Mr. Jonathan 
Wild, who paid for the healing of his wounds two years ago, 
allowed him money in the Compter, promifed him good 
books, a coffin, &c. he anſwered, that none prompted him 
to that aſſault, but a ſudden thought entered that moment into 
his mind; or elſe he ſhould have provided a better knife, 
which would have cut off a head directly; adding, that he 
ſo acted, becauſe, that perſon, as he thought, could have 
obtained tranſportation for him; as one man, Sheppard, Was 
condemned for the ſame offence before. 

As his death approached, his concern did not encreaſe, 
but rather abated, and he appeared more thoughtleſs. It was 
thought he meditated means of eſcaping, even to the very 


time of his being executed. 
% At the place of execution Joſeph Blake, though he 


was obſerved by ſome who ſaw him, to be diſguiſed in liquor, = 


and to reel and faulter in his ſpeech at Tyburn, yet was he, 
before he died, ſenſible of the crime he therein committed; 
and as he ſhed tears in the morning at chapel, fo he thewed 
the ſame regret immediately before his death.“ 


He was hanged at Tony Nov. 11, 176. 
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VINCENT DAVIS, for hs Monden of is Wie, 
April, 1725. 


V/ INCENT DAVIS, of Clerkenwell, was indicted for 
the murder of Elizabeth his wife, by giving her with 

a knife one mortal wound in the right-fide of the breaſt, 
of the length of one inch, and depth of three inches, on 
the 15th of March, 1724-53 of which mortal wound ſhe 
inſtantly died. 
He was a ſecond time indicted on the coroner s inquiſition 
for the ſaid murder. | 
Mary Tindal. The priſoner and his wife, the deceafed, | 
had lodged about two or three weeks at my houſe in Smith- 
field. On Sunday morning he went out, and returned at 
noon : after dinner he went out again, and towards evening 


his wife went to ſee for him: ſhe came back in a little time, 


and ſaid, he was got into company with ſome ill women at 
Roper's, a lewd ale-houſe in Pye-Corner. He came home at 


night, and calling to me at the ftairs-foot, Is my b—h above? 
| | ſays 
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ſays he. If the is, bid her come down with a candle. The 
oor woman begged me to go down with her for fear he 
Thould abuſe her : I went, he d—ned her for a b—h, beat 
her, and ſwore he would murder her: ſhe ran away; he fol- 
| lowed her, but ſhe got out of his ſight, and came back to me, 
and ſaid, Pray, landlady, if he comes again, tell him that 
Jam not at home, for if he finds me, he will certainly be my 
death. I hid her behind ,my bed: he came and enquired 
for her, I denied that I had ſeen her ſince they parted, — 
Gd d—n her for a b—h ! ſays he, and fo went out again 
but in a little time returned and went to bed. When his 
wife thought he was aſleep, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would go down 
into his room, and ſee how much money he had ſpent of 
the ſeven ſhiltings he took with him in the morning; ſo ſhe 
went, and when ſhe came up again, ſhe ſaid, I have found 
but three half-pence ; I am afraid he will murder me, for he 
has found his knife that I had hid in his box, and has laid 
it in the chair by his bed-ſide, with a bull's pizzle. Next 
morning I went into his room, and took hold of his bull's 
pizzle. He jumped out of bed, and ſnatched it from me, and 
ſwore that he valued his pizzle as he valued his life, and it 
would as ſoon loſe an inch of one as the other, for he kept . 
it on purpoſe to pizzle the b—h his wife. I left him, 1 
he dreſſed himſelf, and came out of his chamber, locked 1 
the door, and went away. His wife, between ſix and ſeven : 9 
in the evening, perſuaded me to go with her to ſee for 1 
him at the ale-houſe in Pye-Corner; we found him there, 
and he was as good as his word in exerciſing his pizzle 
upon his wife. I left them together, and went home: i 
ſhe followed me in a quarter of an hour: I told her, that _ Il 
as her life was in danger, ſhe was to blame in not ſe- | i 
curing him again, as he had been ſecured once before in, | 
New-Priſon, for abuſing her. He came home ſoon after, 
and ſitting down by -her in a lower room, he faid, You 
bþ—h! what buſineſs have you here, or any where in my Ft 
company? I will make you know, you b—h, that you ſhall * 
pores follow me any more, for I am married to little Jenny. = 
Well, Davis, ſaid ſhe, if it is ſo, I cannot help it; but 
nevertheleſs let us drink together and be friends, for there 
is none in earth beneath, or heaven above, that I value 
ſo much as you; and therefore, be married to whom you 
will, we will not part. He took two bones of mutton 
in his hand, and went to Starkey's at the White-Horſe, 
and ſoon after he was gone, ſhe ſaid ſhe would. go thi- 
| ther too, and ſup with him, and ſo ſhe went; but it was 
1 „ ee e, CAE. | .not- 
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not long before ſhe came back again with her hand bloody, 
and ſaid ſhe had cut her fingers; and ſhe begged me to 


leave my chamber-door open, that if he came home and 


offered to abuſe her, ſhe might run in there and fave her 
life. He came home before I was a-bed, and in his uſual 
language d——n'd her for a b—h, and bid her come down 
and bring a candle, for his room was up one pair of ſtairs, 
and mine was up two. She went to him, and I went to 
bed; I heard him ſwearing at her upon the ſtairs, and heard 
her at the ſame time beg him to be reconciled and be 
friends with her: at laſt, ſhe run up into my room, and he 
alter her, with his butcher's knife in his' hand, and there, 
without any provocation given him, I ſaw him ſtab her in the 


breaſt. I jumped out of bed, ſhe ran down Rtairs, I after | 
her, and he after me. She got into a neighbour's houſe, 


where ſhe died about twelve o clock, which was half an hour 
aſter ſhe had received the wound. 

Aary Fefferies, I live at the T obacco-Roll, next door 
to Mrs. Tindal, the laſt witneſs, "There i is only a thin par- 


tition betwixt her ſtair-caſe and mine; I was going to bed 


between 11 and 12 o'clock, when I heard a diſturbance 
in her room, and a noiſe of two or three people running 


down ſtairs. I ran down too, and opened my door to 


fee what was the matter. The moon ſhone on one fide 
of the way, but the other ſide was ſhaded by the houſes, 
The deceaſed came to my door, which was on the fhady 
fide, and ſaid, For God's ſake let me in, for J am ſtabbed ! 
At the ſame time I perceived a man run from the ſhady, 
to the moon-light ſide of the way, with a bloody knife 
in his hand. | took the deceaſed in and ſhut the door; 
| ſhe ſat down upon ſome leaf-tobacco, pulled out her fto- 
macher, and ſhewed me the wound, but I could not bear 


to look at it, I opened the .door again to call ſome of 


the neighbours, when Mrs. Tindal, and ſome others came 
in: the (deceaſed; cried, He has killed me 
ſake call ſomebody to throw up his heels and ſeige him, and 
don't let my bload lie at your door. One of the neighbours 


anſwered, What can we do? He runs about with a knife 


in his hand, and ſwears he will kill the firſt man that offers 
to touch him. But ſoon after this he was brought in by 
the conſtable and watch, and looking upon his wife, 
Ha! ſays he, ſhe is not dead yet Betty! ſpeak to me. 


Jam afraid, ſays 1, you will find to your ſorrow, that ſhe 


will not liye mich longer. The Lord give you a heart to 


repent ! Well, ſays be, > now TI ſhall he hanged, hd 
Fx 8 | ha 


for God's 
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had as live be hanged for her, as for any woman in the world. 
She died in about half an hour. 5 

Mr. Kilpatrick, the ſurgeon, depoſed, that he probed the 
wound, and found it about three inches and a half deep, and 
that it was the cauſe of her death  _ : . 

Mr. Gill, the conſtable. I carried the priſoner to New- 
priſon, —As he was going along he ſaid, I have killed 
my wife, and the beſt woman that ever man lay by, and I 
know I ſhall be hanged 3 but for God's ſake; don't let me 
de anatomized, | . - BR 


The jury found him gullty. Death. 


As ſoon as he heard the verdict, he turned about and ſaid, 0 


-d d—n ye all! 


The OR DIN AR L's Account of VINcENT Davis. 

& Though this malefactor, immediately after the com- 
miſſion of the murder, either as being terrified or alarmed, 
or as hoping it might afterwards avail him, appeared to be 
greatly concerned and ſorry for the fact; yet, after he had 
been viſited in Newgate, and had regaled himſelf for a few 
days, a very ſtrange and ſad degree of profligateneſs uſurped 
the place of ſorrow, ſuch as I forbear here particularly to 
mention; and though he was carried to the chapel before his 
condemnation, when the other priſoners were not admitted 
thither,. he behaved in a, mariner very different from what was 
expected from him. After his condemnation, his deportment 
did not alter; he ſeemed deſirous to appear like a. bold man, 
and as one who could gaze on death with unconcern : but, 
notwithſtanding this, when the warrant for execution was 
ſigned, his behaviour changed at once, and his very coun- 
tenance and heart ſeemed to be ſtruck with conſternation even - 
to the laſt; he did not indeed ever look in a book in the 


_ _ "chapel, but at laſt ſhewed a vaſt concern; yet he could not 


be convinced, that he had done any hurt in killing his wife, 
ſaying, She deſerved it, and if he had not deſtroyed her life, 
ſhe would have deſtroyed his ſoul ; for even her very ſight. 
raiſed malice and abhorrence, and hatred in his foul, and 
whatever is contrary to chriftian love and charity, from the 
time ſhe had him committed to New-prifon. During his 
confinement, he not only ſent many letters to all his former 
friends and acquaintance to form a company, and prevent the 
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ſurgeons in their deſigns upon his body; but at the chapel 

ſtrove to conceal his looks, from thoſe” whom he ſufpected to 
be ſuch : fo great were his apprehenſions that he ſhould be 
anatomized, that as I was told, he deſired and wiſhed he 


might be hanged in chains, to prevent it, and with that view 
bout of jan 7 hn 


He was hanged at Tyburn, on Friday, April 30, 1725. 
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ISABEL WILLIAMS, for. privately! ſtealing, April, 
1725, 


JSABELLA WILLIAMS, of St. Martin's ia the | F ielde, 
was indicted for privately ſtealing a gold ring ſet with dia- 


monds, value twenty ſhillings, two moidores, 36 guineas and 
a half, and twelve ſhillings and ſix-pence in ſilver, from the 
perſon of John Wilmar, March 21, 1725. 


John Wilmar, T came to London with nine horſes, 110 


ſold ſeven of them, and had all the money, which was be- 
tween forty and fifty pounds, in my pocket. About eight at 
night, when I was going home, and ſomewhere in the 


Strand, I enquired my way to Hyde-Park- Corner, where 


my lodging was. The priſoner over-hearing me, came 


up, and ſaid, If I would give her a pint of wine ſhe would 


ſhew me the way: that J will, and thank you too, fays 1— 
ſo we went to a tavern, the Harp and Crown, at the corner 
of St. Martin's-Lane; where, inſtead of one pint, we had 
four or five; but after the ſecond or third, I found myſelf 
weary and drowſy, and fo I fell aſleep. The drawer awaked 
me, and aſked me, if I had loft nothing? I told him, No. 
But he made me feel in my pocket, and then I miſſed my 
money, but not all, for ſome was left in my bag. The pri- 
ſoner was carried to the round-houſe, 231. 135. were found 
upon her. L * 4 r 1 


7 


Bernard Armſtrong. I am drawer at the Harp and Crown. 


About eight at night the proſecutor and priſoner came in, and 


aſked for a room. My maſter don't uſually allow women to 
Feng ſtairs with men; but thefe two looking like civil people, 


thought there might be no hurt in it, and ſo I ſhewed them 
which time I ſaw enough in their behaviour to convince me, 
that the priſoner was a woman of the town. The man grew 
drowſy, and I ſuſpected the might have ſome deſign to wy 
8 We: 1 85 his 


2 room above. They called for three pints of wine, by 
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His pocket. Honeſt countryman, ſays I, have a care what 


you do, and have a care of your. money, if you have got 


any about you. Money, ſays he, aye, I have money enough, 


I have 40 or 50 l. in my pocket, you need not be afraid of 


your reckoning, and ſo let us have the other pint: they had 


ait, and afterwards they called for another, which I carried 


in; but in the mean time I made ſeveral excuſes to go into 


the room, that ſhe might have as little opportunity as poſſible, 
of making too free with either. his perſon or pocket. She 
called to pay, the reckoning came to five ſhillings and two- 
pence: The man was then aſleep; ſhe gave me a guinea 
and ſix ſhillings in ſilver. I thought ſhe had made ſome miſ- 


take, and aſked her, if ſhe knew what ſhe had given me. 


Piſh, ſays ſhe, and winked upon me, Is the man a fool? 


Don't you know your buſineſs? Can't you take the money, 
and be eaſy, | I ſtill refuſed it, and her prefling me to take 


it made me ſuſpect, that ſhe had picked the countryman's 


33 and ſo I told her. She grew angry, and would 


have gone away, but I ſtopped her, and awaked the man, 


and aſked him if he had loſt any thing? he ſaid, No; 


but I made him feel in his pocket, and then he ſaid he had loft 
his gold, upon which | ſent a porter to the round-houſe for a 

—— Foy, the beadle, The porter coming, I went with 
bim to the tavern, the proſecutor charged me with the pri- 


toner, and the priſoner with the proſecutor, and ſo I con- 


ducted them both to the round-houſe, where I pulled off her 
Moes and ſtockings to ſearch her, and J found a crown-piece, 
a guinea, and a moidore upon her, and the conſtable found a 


great deal more. 


—— Halliwell, the conſtable, They came to the 
round-houſe a little before twelve; we ſtripped her, and 
ſearched her in every part; two crown- pieces were found - 
in her ſtockings, two moidores in her hand, ſeveral gui- 
neas, a half - guinea, a half crown, and a gold ring ſet 
with a ſtone, and fix ſparks, in her pocket, and as many 
other guineas in her boſom, as made up twenty pounds 


_ thirteen ſhillings, She ſaid that he gave her the money to 


pay the reckoning, and that ſhe would ſend for a friend 


to make up what money was wanting, if the proſecutor 
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20% ISABEL WILLIAMS, forprivately Stealings 


The Pri ſoner s D efence. 


Priſoner. I met, this countryman in the Strand. He 


took hold of me, and ſaid I ſhould ga and take a glaf 


With him. TIrefuſed, and got from him, and was in hopes 
he would trouble me no more; but he turned back and 


followed me to Temple-Bar. At laſt, with great impor- 
tunity, and much againſt my will, I went with him to 
the tavern, where we had five pints of wine. He preſſed 
me to go to his lodgings, at- the White-Horſe in Piccadilly, 


and lie with him all night, and from thence go with him 


next morning into the country; but I told him he was 
miſtaken. in his woman, for I was no ſuch perſon as he 
thought me to be. My dear, ſays he, If you will but 


go, you ſhall want for nothing, I have money enough, and 


don't value thirty or forty pounds, and, it you think I will 
not be as gqod as my word, 1 will give it you now: and fo 
he pulled out his money, and threw it into my Jap, and ſaid, 
He only defired me to pay the reckoning out of it. And 
IT am fo far from being guilty of what I am now charged 


with, that I never did an ill thing in the whole courſe of my 


n 2 

—— Rimmingtan, a barber, at the Perriwig in Black- 
Fryars. I have known the priſoner ever ſince ſhe came from 
Sunderland, which is nineteen years ago. She lodged. in my 
houſe five months ago: ſhe has had three huſbands, two 


of them are dead, and the third, who is now living, is a 


taylor and a ſoldier: ſhe has two children, and has been 2 
very induſtrious wife, and uſed to aſſiſt her huſband in his 
buſineſs. She all along behaved herſelf like a civil woman. 
No company came to her, and ſhe was never out of her 


lodging after ten o'clock at night. 


| Rimmington's mother depoſed to the ſame effect. 


The jury ſoupd the priſoner guilty of the inqictment. 


She pleadgd ber kelly, but the Jury of matrons found her 


not with quick ch owever, 


: | e was afterwards reprieved, 
in order to be tranſported, ; 8 


JOHN 
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JOHN COOPER, a BLIND COOPER, for 


' a MiSDEMEANOUR, in uttering counterfeit Money, May, 


Te Bis + Sar | | | „ 
es OHN COOPER, commonly called BLIND COOPER, 
nd | was indicted for a miſdemeanour, in uttering ſeveral | 
) | falſe and counterfeit guineas, well knowing the ſame to be 
to falſe and counterfeit. N 5 poke 
ed Samuel Briton, drawer at the Rummer, at Charing-croſs. 
ly, On the 5th of laft March, the priſoner and Harpham (wha 
im was convicted this afternoon) were drinking at our houſe, 
Vas Harpham went away, and then the priſoner rung the bell, and 
he gave me a guinea (as I thought it was) to change, I carried it 
ut to my miſtreſs in the bar. She ſcrupled it, as thinking it looked 
nd too thick ; but, however, ſhe gave me the change, which I 
vill delivered to the priſoner, and he went away. Mr. Thomp- 
ſo | ſon, the warden of the Mint, happened to be behind the bar 
id, at the ſame time; he deſired to ſee the guinea, and, having 
ind examined it, he found it to be a counterfeit. On the 16th of 


March, Harpham came again, and was ſhewn into a room. 
He faid his name was Thompſon. In a little time the priſoner 
came, and enquired for him, and was conducted into the 
ſame room. A conftable was ſent for, but before he came, 
Harpham went away, ſo that only the priſoner was taken at 


my that time; but Harpham coming again the next night, he was 
wo taken too. 1 ” : | : 
8 4 Mr. Crofts, maſter of the tavern. On Friday the 5th of 
1 2 March, between feven and eight in the evening, I ſaw the 
his drawer deliver the guinea to my mother; and it being ſhewn 
an, to Mr. Thompſon, he defired me to go with him to Mr. 
her Drummond, a goldſmith; I went, and there I ſaw it cut in 


two, and it proved to be a counterfeit. I wrapt the two 
pieces up in a paper, and ſet my ſeal upon it, and here it is. 
On the Tueſday fe*nnight Harpham came again, and was 
quickly followed by the priſoner. Upon which, I bid the boy 
go and fetch a tray of fiſh from Hungerford-market. My 
ſaying ſo, was a ſignal agreed upon for my man to fetch an 
officer. Harpham went away before the officer came, but 
the priſoner was taken then, and Harpham coming again the 
next evening, he was taken too, 3 
Mr. Thomp/on. When I looked upon the guinea, I ſaid, if 
it was gold, the Mint muſt at leaſt loſe two ſhillings by the 
thickneſs of it. I enquired who they had it from; and was 


7 anſwered 


IN 
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anſwered, from a blind man, or one that pretends to be blind. 
ls not his name Cooper? Yes. Then I know him; he has 
been Þrofecuted before now, for putting off bad avidotes; 1 
feng guinea to Mr. Drummond's, where it was cut. 

t is made of baſe, mixed metal. It is dated 1723, and an- 
ſwers exactly to one of the dies that was found in Harpham' $ 
Fultegy, and has been produced in court. 

Mr. Reynolds. I. paid the priſoner 22 guineas on Mr. 
Horobey' 3 account, The priſoner being (or pretending to be) 
blind, 10 
into the ather, and then began to ring them, and one of them 

not ſounding well, he deſired me to change it. I looked on 
i d.told Mg was ſure. he never had it of me, for all 
oy ig him were old,guineas, but this was a new ſhining 
6 and dated 1724. Perhaps, ſays he, it may be cracked. 
Nay, lays I, it may be good too; for it Idoks fair, and there- 
fore I Will take i it; and ſol, did, and paid it away, but it was 
returned me next day. . told the priſoner of it, and he rea- 
dily gave me two good half guineas for it. 
Elizabeth Ruſſel. I have known the priſoner a year and a 
half. I. defired him to give me ſilver for a guinea, which he 
did, after his houſe-keeper, Elizabeth Reeves, had looked up- 
on it, and told him it was good. But the next day ſhe came, 
and ſaid, ſhe believed it was not good, and prayed me to 
change it. And then ſhe gave me a kin ng George's guinea z 
but it was a king Charles's guinea that I gave her the day 
before. I did not know what to do in the caſe, but I went 
to change it at Mr. Cotton's, and he took me dean juſtice 
Ward, in whoſe hands the guinea was left. 

Mr. Ruſſel. I Was telling the priſoner os * uinea 
which he had given to my wife, was left in the juſtice's ow 
to which he faid, The juſtice has no buſineſs with it, go and 
fetch: it away, and I will give you! eight groats for it; for 
the gold upon it is worth ſo much. 

Mrs. Abbat. I ſaw the guinea that Mrs. Ruſſel Fo the 
priſoner. to give her filyer 1 and I remember there was 
writ Carolus upon it. 

Mr. Cotton. Mrs. Ruſſel coming to me to N a gui- 
pea; I ſuſpected it, becauſe it looked fo thick. I carried it 
to Mr. "Pellaty the goldſmith, and he turned it up with a gra- 
yer and found it white within. I will be hanged, * he, 
if this is not one of Cooper's guineas. 

©: This was confirmed by Mr. Bellaſy, who added, that he 
had ſome time ago ſearched the priſoner's houſe for falſe moi- 
Lare. x The, guinea was produced in court, and compared 
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umbled the guineas over a pretty while out of one hand 
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JONATHAN WILD; for Eater, 


with that which was cut, They were exactly alike, didre 
was a flaw in the laſt figure of the date, 1723, and the like 
flaw. was in the die produced at Harpham's trial. 056 A151 
Mr. Newman. The priſoner's boy, who leads him, brought 
me half a guinea to change, I miſtruſted it, and putting it 
between my teeth, it broke. I carried it to Mr. Bellaſy, who 
ſaid it was not good, for it was made of ſpelter. I ſent it 
back to the priſoner, who came to me two days after ward 
with a broken half guinea (I do not know whether it was 
the fame or no) and ſaid, he had been at the Tower, and 
Had an aſlay made of i it, and found it Was ond” n Aus. 
1 1 bin 
The jury Wand kim guilty, and, te court fontences 
him to pay a fine of- tool. and nn twelve ee pe 
| nnen | 
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. JONATHAN WILD, 5 Feronrs, May, wee 
ON Monday, February 15, 1724-5, Jonathan Wild * 
e apprehended- at his own houſe in the Old-Bailey,” by 

Mr. Thomas Jones, high conſtable of Holborn diviſion, and 
carried before Sir John Fryer, Bart. who, being indiſ- 
poſed, ſat up in his ded to examine him. He was charged 
upon oath with aſſiſting one —— Johnſon; a highwayman, 
to make his eſcape from a conſtable at Bow, near Stratford, 
im the eounty of Middleſex, and was ee nas 0 1 
Nengate. 

The ſeffions at the Old-Bailey beginning on Wedneſday 
the 24th of the ſame month, he that day entered his prayer 
to be tried that ſefſions, or bailed, or diſcharged: But, on the 
Friday following (if I do not miſtaks) there came down 
warrant of detainer, which was. produced in court, withieves | 
ral informations ba os oath to the folluning effect. 8 


AE 


1. That for many years paſt he had beets 6 confedirats with 
hand numbers of highwaymen, W denen 
op-lifters, and other thieves. 7324-3 : 
. That he had formed a kind of corporation of Wiser, : 
of which he was the head or director, and that notwithſtands 
ing his pretetded/ſervices, in detecting and proſccuting offends 
ers, he procured ſuch only to be hanged'as rene their 
Oy or refuſed to 5 ſhare it with him. 75 
e - JT. That 


: Fs by procuring falſe evidence to ſwear perſons into facts 
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III. That he had divided the town and country into ſo ma- 
by diſtricts, and appointed diſtin&t gangs for each, who regu- 


larly accounted with him for theit robberies. That he had 


alſo a particular ſet to ſteal at churches in time of divine ſer- 
vice: and likewiſe other moving detachments to attend at 
court, on birth-days, balls, &c. and at both houſes of Parlia- 


ment. circuits, and country fairs. 


IV. That the perſons employed by him were for the moſt 
part felons convict, who had returned from tranſportation be- 


fore the time for which they were tranſported was expired; 


and that he had made choice of them to be his agents, be auſe 


they could not be legal evidences againſt him, and becauie he 


Had it in his power to take from them what part of the ſtolen 
goods he thought fit, and otherwiſe uſe them il, or hang them 


as he pleaſed. 


V. That he had from time to time fupplied fuch ebnhvicted 


felons with money and cloaths, and lodged them in his own. 
houſe, the better to conceal them; particularly ſome, againſt 


wham there are now informations for counterfeiting and dimi- 
niſhing broad pieces and guineas. 

VI. That he had not only been a receiver of ſtolen goods, 
as well as of wtitings of all kinds, for near 15 years paſt, but 
had frequently been a confederate, and robbed along with the 
above-mentioned convicted felons. 

VII. That, in order to carry on theſe vile practices; to gain 
ſome credit with the ignorant multitude, he uſually carried a 
ſhort ſilver ſtaff, as a badge of authority from the government, 
which he uſed to produce, when he himſelf was concerned in 


- | o_ 
VIII. That he had, * his care and direction, ſeveral 
warehouſes for receiving and concealing ſtolen goods; and alſo 


a ſhip for carrying off jewels, watches, and other valuable 


goods, to Holland, where he had a ſuperannuated thief for his 


IX. That he kept in pay ſeveral artiſts to make alterations, 


and transform watches, ſeals, ſnuff-boxes, rings, and other 


valuable things, that they might not be known, ſeveral of, 
which he-uſed to preſent to ſuch perſons, as be * might | 
be of ſervice to him. 

X. That he ſeldom or never helped the owners to the notes 
and papers they had loſt, unleſs he found them able exactly to 
ſpecify and deſcribe them, and then often inſiſted on more 
than half their value. | 

XI. And laſtly, It appears that he has often fold began 


they 
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they were not guilty of; ſometimes to prevent them from 
being evidences againſt himſelf, 'and at other times for the 
ſake of the great reward given by the government. 

Befides theſe informations, an affidavit of Mr. Jones was 


read in court, importing, that there were two perſons who 


offered to charge Wild with crimes of à capital nature. 

I think theſe two perſons were John Follard, and Thomas 
Butler. DE | 
Follard was, in April, 1725, indifted for privately ſtealing 


from Robert Hall, a bank note for 561. December 23, 1724. 


He was a ſecond time indicted for ſtealing a gold watch and 
chain, value 251. from a perſon unknown, Feb. 1, 1724-5. 
To both theſe indictments he pleaded guilty, and the fame 


day pleaded to his majeſty*s,pardon. 


Butler had been lately committed for preaching the parſon, 
alias the paſſing lay. He likewiſe obtained the king's: pardon, 
and pleaded to it the ſame day. "ER 

It was expected that theſe two would afterwards have been 


_ evidences againſt Jonathan Wild, but he ſaved them that 


trouble by committing a felony, while he was a priſoner in 
Newgate, as we ſhall ſoon ſee. 


On Saturday the toth of April (the laſt day of the ſeſſions) 


he moved by council, that his trial might be deferred till the 
next ſeſſions; and an affidavit made by himſelf was read in 
court, the purport of which was, That the laſt night he was 
accidentally informed, that the grand jury had found a bill 


againſt him for felony, but he knew not what felony, ſince 


which he had not had time ſufficient to procure his witneſſes, 
without whom he was unable to make his defence; one of 
them living near Brentford, and another in Somerſetſhire. | 

This motion was oppoſed by the council for the crown. 


They urged, that, as he was in cuſtody, he could not but 


expect his trial to come on at the enſuing ſeſſions, and there- 
fore ought to have been prepared for it: That, if the ſingle 


_ affidavit of a priſoner in ſuch a caſe might paſs, no body would 


want excuſes, and any trial hereafter might be put off by the 


ſame rule. That he had not ſo much as named his witneſſes g 


and though he ſays in his affidavit, that he knows not what he 


is indited for, yet he ſwears that theſe are material wit- 


neſſes. | | | 
The priſoner then ſaid, that the names of the witneſſes 


were —— Hays, at the Pack-horſe at Turnham green, and 


—— Wilſon, a clothier in Froom ; and that, tho' he did not 


know particularly what he was indicted for, yet he had heard 


that it was ſomething about one —— Stetham, And his 
| | Oo . 
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council moved, that the names might be put into the ds 
vit. and that he might ſwear it over again. 

The council for the king returned, That juſtice 1 ne- 
ver be denied him, but he ſtood entitl: d to no favours; and 
that they were not ſure, that the two perſons who had plead- 
ed to their pardons, would be to be found at the next ſeſſions. 

Some gentlemen upon the bench appearing willing that the 


' Priſoner ſhould be allowed time till the following ſeſſions, to 


prepare for his defence, the court told him, they had no more 
to ſay to him. He bowed, and anſwered, I thank your lord- 
ſhip, and am very glad of it. 


Follard and Butler were bound each in a recognizance of 
500l. to appear at the next ſeſſions. 


On Saturday Mbraing; May I5, 172 55 


Jonathan Wild was indicted for privately ſtealing in the 
ſhop of Catherine Stetham, in the pariſh of St. Andrew, Hol- 


born, 50 yards of lace, value 40l. the goods of Catherine Ste- 


tham, January 22, 1724 5. 
He was a ſecond time indicted, for that whereas 50 yards 


of lace, value 40l. was privately ſtolen in the ſhop of Cathe- 
Trine Stetham, by perſons unknown to the jurors, on the 22d 


of January, 1724-5, he, the ſaid Jonathan Wild aſterwards, 
that is to ſay, on the Ioth of March, in the ſame year, felo- 
niouſly did receive of the ſaid Catherine, ten guineas on ac- . 
count, and under colour of helping her to the ſaid lace again, 
and did not then, or at any time ſince, diſcover, apprehend, 
or cauſe to be e and proſecute the jon who ſtole 
the ſaid Jace. 

The priſoner, in the morning before his trial e came on, diſ- 
perſed among the jurymen, and ſeveral others who were then 


walking on the leads before the court, a conſiderable number 
of printed papers; of which the following is a copy. 


A lift of the Siri diſcovered, ee and con- 


victed of ſeveral robberies on the highway; ; and alſo for bur- 


glaries and houſe-breakings; and alſo the ſeveral perſons here- _ 


under named, for RY from tranſportation, by Jonathan 
Wil, as followeth : N N 


 Robbing on the Highway 35 


«© Edward Spencer and Joſeph Hutton, for aſſaulting, 
5 wounding and The two N near r Fleet- bridge, the time 
a 0 


* 


(7. x 


| JONATHAN WILD, for Ferones. 291 
ö the hard-froſt. The father and ſon, named Hutchins, a 


unſmith, in the Minories. 

e William White, Thomas Thortand, Timothy Dun, 
and Darvill, alias Chapman, for aſſaulting "Thoda Middle- 
thwaite, Eſq; on the highway, with an intent to rob him ; 
and afterwards affaulting and murdering Mrs. Knapp, and 
robbing her ſon, and ſeveral other robberies. 

„ Footman, alias Goodman, and Thomas Smith, for 
robbing *Squire Wetherington upon Epping-F oreſt, of his 
watch, money, and horſe. 

Henry Checkley, for wbbieg a gentleman living at 
Oxford, at a bookſeller's, in an alley by St. Paul's Church- 


Yard, leading to Pater-Noſter-Row, of his watch and 


pocket book, wherein was a bank- note of a conſiderable va- 
Ive. 

„John Holmar, and James Wilſon, for robbing a ſailor 
of eleven guineas and a half, in Warwick-Lane. 

John Wigley, and James Reading, for robbing Mr. 
Conyers, in Iſlington, of a ſilver- watch, a ſilver pair of 
ſpurs, and ſome money. 

& John Dykes, for robbing William Smith, in Stepney- 
Fields, of a ſilver watch, a filver pair of buckles, coat, hat, 
vig, and ſome money. 


ce John Eaton, and Thomas Piggot, for robbing Elizabeth | | 


Knowles, of goods to the value of eleven pounds. 

« William Williams, and John Thomas, for robbing 
h 8 Arnold on the high · way, a baker, in Spittle- 

ields. 

„Thomas James, for robbing Mr. Maud, a droggiſt, in 
the Strand, of ſome money and a ring. 

1 Thomas Sinnament, and William Colthurſt, for rob- 
bing Mr. Hearl, and others, on Hounſlow- Heath. 

„ Butler Fox, for robbing Sir Edward Lawrence. 

& James Shaw, alias Smith, alias Thompſon, for the 
murder of Mr. Potts, receiver of the window-ligh s, taken 
by others for robbing, but convicted by me for the mur- 
der. Re 
7 0M Jeremiah Rann, for aſſaulting and robbing a clock» 

maker's ſervant of a clock, who lives in Lombard-Street. 
James Lincoln, and Robert Wilkinſon, for robbing and 
killing a penſioner, near Buckingham- Wall. 


&* John Levee, and Matthew Flood, for robbing 'Squire | 


Young, and Col. Cope, on the Hampfte:d- Road. | 
+ Richard Oakey, for robbing Mr, "Fn a carpenter, 
near Fig lane. 
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6c James Butler, and William Duce, the proſecutor found 


out by me, for aſſaulting and robbing Mr. Holms,. a ſchool- 


maſter of Chelſea, and at the ſame time attacked my Lady 

Chidley's coach, but came off with the loſs of one of their 

comrades, whoſe name was Rice. | 5 

_ ** Humphrey Angier, for robbing Martin Lewin, late city- 

marſhal, .near Highgate. | | 

K „John Herington, for robbing Dr. Vaſey, in Leiceſter- 
ads. | | | | | | 
„ Edward Joice, for robbing a gentlewoman by Exchange- 


Alley, who lives in Mug-well-ftreet. | 


Houſe-breaking, 22. 


« William Rigelſden, and Elizabeth Shirley, for break- 
ing into a dwelling houſe, adjoining to the Banqueting- 


| Hodoſe, White-Hall; and from thence breaking inio the 


Banqueting-Houſe, and ſtole from the communian-table a 
filver candleſtick. | 


. * 


« William Hoſkins, and John Parrot, for robbing the 


| ſhop of Mr. Downes, a hoſier, the corner of Northumberland- 


Court in the Strand, of ſilk hofe, and other things to a great 
value; and alſo for robbing the Biſhop of Norwich's houſe. of 


goods to a great value. 


„John Fairbone, for robbing a brew-houſe, near Brick- 
Lane, in White-Chappel, of a confiderable ſum of money. 
«© John Allen, and John Chance, for robbing a gentleman's 


| houſe, near Hammerſmith pariſh, of goods and wearing ap* 
pauarel to a great value. | 


Robert Evans, and John Latherington, for breaking the 
houſe of Major Harding, and ſeveral of his neighbours, in 
Strutton-Grounds, Weſtminſter, of divers goods of great value. 

„ Samuel Weſt, for robbing} Mr. Gumbleton's houte 
near the New-Exchange in the Strand, of plate, and other 
goods of great value. | 


„ Samuel Davis, and Thomas Draper, for robbing 2 


linnen-draper's ſhop in Alderſgate- ſtreet, of ſeveral parcels of 
oods. . f | 

ar” Henry Browne, for robbing Mr. Lambe's, near Hack- 

ney, and ſeveral others in the ſame pariſh, of goods to a great 

value. g | cs | 
„ John Harris, for robbing the houſe of Wm. Taylor, and ſe- 

veral other houſes in Shoreditch'pariſh, of goods ta a great value. 
„ John Wheeler, for robbing Mr. Clay's houſe at Eagam, 

of goods to a great value, 


— 


James 
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James Harvey, and a perſon called Cock eyed Jack, 


5 for robbing a weaver's houſe in the park, Southwark, r | 


oods to à great value. 
Arnold Powell, for robbing a glaſs-grinder's houſe near 
Fleet-Bridge, of goods to a great value. 

«© Thomas Fades, and Thomas Wynne, for breaking. the 
houſe of a ſhoemaker, near the old Mint, in Southwark, 
and taking goods to a great value. 

% John Sheppard, and Joſeph Blake, for breaking the 
houſe of Mr. Kneebone, a woollen-draper near the New- 


Church in the Strand, and robbing the ſame of goo to a 


great value. 
Returning from Traafhortais an, 10. 


„ James Filewood, alias Violet, William Bond, Charles 
Hinchman, Samuel Whittle, Martin Gray, William Holaday, 
Robert Godfrey, alias Perkins, Old Harry, alias Henry Wil- 
liams, Henry Woodford, John Meffe. | 
The nine perſons under-written, taken by the ſaid Jo- 
nathan Wild, for returning from tranſportation, have re- 
ceived mercy, and have been tranſported again. Jahn 
Maſon, Edward Catornes, Sarah Wells, William Smith, 
John Hall, Thomas Stanton, James Dalton, Mey King, 
and John Jones. 

6 Note, ſeveral others have inns alſo convicted for the 
like crimes, but remembering not the perſons names whe 
have been robbed, I omit the criminals names. 

„ Pleaſe to blots; that ſeveral others have been alſo 
convicted for ſhop-lifting, picking of pockets, &c. by the 
female ſex, which are capital crimes, and which are too te- 


dious to be inſerted here, and the proſecutors. not willing ta 
de expoſed, 


In regard therefore of the numbers above convicted, 


ſome that have yet eſcaped juſtice, are endeavouring: to take 


Wee the life of the ſaid 
| JONATHAN WILD. 27 


The jury having taken their FRO. and the priſoner be- 
ing brought to the bar, the council for the king took no- 
tice of the priſoner's extraordinary proceedings, in re- 
lation to the above-mentioned papers: that ſuch practices 
were unwarrantable, and not to be ſuffered in any court 
of juſtice : this was apparently intended to take off the 


credit of the king 3 witnefles, and prepoſſeſs and in- 


fluence 


| | bag, for a broad piece. 
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guerce the jury. Though, as he believed them to be men 
of integrity, he was under no apprehenſions that it would 


have ſuch effect, but that they would give a conſcientious 


verdict according to evidence: and that whatever the pri- 
ſoner might hope for, from ſuch indirect management, 
it was far from making his cauſe appear in a more favour- 


able light. That it was impoſſible, but that a man who 


Had trained up, and erected a corporation of thieves; a 
man who bad carried on a trade of felony for ſo many 
years, and made it his conſtant known practice to procure 
goods that had been loſt in any part of the town, muſt 


have had it in his power to detect thoſe felons he was 


concerned with : and yet, that there was good reaſon to 
believe, that, to the great ſcandal of public juſtice, he had 
intimidated many from reformation, and prevented them 
from making ſuch diſcoveries, as might have been of public 


advantage. I hat if a ſtrict enquiry was to be made after the 


motives of his apprehending and convicting thoſe criminals, 
named in his liſt, we might find they were private intereſt, 
old grudges, or freſh quarrels, and not the leaſt regard to 
juftice, and the good of his country. TY 


The prifoner prayed that the witneſſes againſt him might be 
examined a- part; which the court granted. 


Firſt Indictment for ftealing Lace. 


Henry Kelly x. On Friday the 22d of January laſt, I 
went to viſit Mrs. Johnſton, who then lived at the priſoner's 
houſe. Her huſband brought me over from Ireland. I found 
her at home, and we drank a quartern of gin together. By 
and by in comes Peg Murphey, with a pair of brocaded ſhoes 
and clogs, and makes a preſent of them to Madam Wild, the 
. priſoner's wife. The priſoner was in company with us at the 
ſame time, and when we had drank two or three quarterns 
more, Murphey and I got up to go away together. He 


aſked us which way we were going; 1 ſaid, to my lodging at 
the Seven-Dials. I ſuppoſe, ſays he, you go along Hol- 


born; we anſwered, yes. Why then, ſays be, I will tell 
you what— There is an old blind b ---h, «that keeps a ſhop 
within twenty yards of Holborn-bridge, and ſells fine Flan- 


ders lace, and her daughter is as blind as herſelf : now, if 


„He was eonvided in July, 1745 of uttering a gilt king Edward's ſhil- 
| you 


— 1 : 
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E you will take the trouble of calling upon her, you may ſpeak 


with a box of Jace: 1 will go along with you, and ſhew you 


the door. 


lace ? 5 | 
Kelly. To ſpeak with a thing, is to ſteal it. So we 


agreed, and the priſoner, and I, and Murphey, went to- 


Crurt. What do you underſtand by ſpeaking with a box of 


gether, till we came within fight of the ſhop, and then he 


pointed, and ſhewed us which it was, and, ſays he, Do you 


go, and I will wait here, and bring ye off, if any diſturbance 
ſhould happen. Murphey and I went in, and turned over 


ſeveral parcels of lace, but could not find that which would 


pleaſe us; for it was our buſineſs to be mighty nice and dif- 
ficult : this piece was too broad, and that was too narrow, 


and the other not fine enough. At laſt the old woman 


ſtepped up ſtairs to fetch another piece, and in the mean 
time I took a tin-box of lace, and gave it to Murphey, who 


put it under her cloak. The old woman came down again 


with another box, and ſhewed us ſeveral more pieces ; but 


we could not agree about the price, and ſo we came away, 


and found the priſoner where we had left him, and told him 
we had ſpoke. We all went back to his houſe, where we 


opened the box, and found eleven pieces in it. He aſked us, 


it we would have ready money, or ſtay till an advertiſement 
came out? Stock was pretty low with us at that time, and fo 
we choſe ready money, and he gave us three guineas, and 
our broad pieces. I cannot afford to give any more,, ſays he, 


for ſhe is a hard-mouthed old b----h, and I ſhall never get 
above ten guineas out of her. I took the three guineas and a 


crown for my own ſhare, and Murphey had the reſt. I 
was taken u 


formation. | Eo 
Margaret Murphey * I have known the priſoner three 


years. On the 22d of January laſt, about two o'clock 


in the afternoon, I went to his houſe to preſent his wife 


with a rich pair of ſhoes. and clogs, and there I found Kelly 


and Johnfton with the priſoner and his wife. They were 


p by means of Butler, and ſo I made my in- 


drinking Hollands geneva, and J ſat down and drank with 


them. When I had ſtaid about an hour, Kelly and I got up ts 


go away together. The priſoner enquired whither we were 


going? We told him to the Seven-Dials. Then, fays he, 
E. 


* she was harged March 27, 1728, for ſealing a ſilver ſalt, and a ſilver 
F a- pOt. N 5 a 5 * i EY 2 4 ; ; 9 Fa. * 
2 Se. 
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Holborn 


ere is an old blind b----b, that keeps a lace-ſhop hard by 
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Foldorn- bridge, and ſhe has got a daughter as blind as herſelf, 
o that if you will cal} there, you may eaſily ſpeak with a box 
or two of lace. I will go with you, and ſhew you the door, 
and then wait at a little diſtance to bring ye off, if any thing, 
ſhould happen. So we all went. He ſhewed us the ſhop, 
we left him, and ſtepped in. The old woman and her daugh- 
ter were both there. We cheapened ſome luce, and turned 
over ſeveral parcels, but were fo difficult, that none we ſaw 
would pleaſe us. At laſt the (Id gentlewoman went up ſtairs 
for another parcel, and ieft only the daugkter and us in the 
fhop : the daughter turning her head aſide, Kelly took a tin- 
box of lace, which at firſt he put under the ſkirt of his coat, 
and then handed it to me, The old woman came down, and . 
mewed us another parcel. We pitched upon a piece, and 
the afked, I thin it was five ſhillings a yard, we bid her four. 
She wouls not take it, and ſo we came away, and found the 
prifoner where we had left him, and told him what ſuccefs we 
had met with. We all went back to his houſe. He took us 
up ſtairs, where we opened the box, and found eleven pieces 
of Jace in it, He aſked us, if we would have the Cole, that 
is, the money then, or ſtay to ſee what reward would be of- 
fered in an advertiſement. We choſe ready money, and fo 
he gave us three guineas and four broad pieces. I cannot af- 
ford to give any more, ſays he, for, though I have got ſome 
influence over her, by helping her to goods two or three times 
before, yet I know her to be ſuch a Ringy old b----b, tha 1. 
Hall not get above ten guineas out of ber. 
Catherine Stetham, the elder. On the 22d of January, 
between three and four in the afternoon, a man and a wo- 
man came into my ſhop, on pretence of buying ſome lace 
for flocks. I ſhewed them two or three parcels, but they 
were fo difficult, that nothing I had below would pleaſe them: 
and fo, leaving my daughter in the ſhop, I ſtepped up ſtairs 
and brought down another box. Well, that would do, but 4 
- what was the price? J aſked them 6» ſhillin*s a yard. No, | 
they would give me four. I told them I could not take it, and t 


fo they went out; and in about three hours afterwards ! miſſed 
a tin- - box of Jace, which Lvalued at fifty pounds. t] 
© Here the priſoner's council, who attended ro ſpeak to fe 
any point that ſhould ariſe, begged leave to obſerve, that ſt 
according to the evidence given againſt the priſoner, he ſu 
m 


i | could. not, in their opinion, which they ſubmitted to the 
| court, be guilty of this indictment, becauſe the indictment 

| | | fets forth, that He did privatcly ſteal the lace in the ſhop; 24 
. 2 


wben it was certain, that he did not enter the ſhop. he 
8 Po 


JONATHAN WILD, for FELOKIES. 297 


he might be guilty of a ſingle felony, in being acceſſary he- 
fore the fat, or in receiving the goods afterwards, know- 
ing them to have been ſtolen; but could not, as they appre- 
hended, be guilty of the capital offence, except, as the act 
directs, it had been inſerted in the indictment, that he did 
aſſiſt, command, or hire. 5 F 
The court, in ſumming up the evidence, obſerved to the 
jury, that in other cafes, as in robberies and burglaries, an 
acceſſary before the fact, is a principal, He that ſtands by, 
or watches at a diſtance, being as guilty, and as liable to the 
ſame puniſhment, as the very perſon who enters the houſe, or 
ſteals the money or goods ; but as it was not remembered, 
that there had yet been any precedent of the like conſtruction, 
being put upon indictments of this nature, it remained a mat- 
ter of doubt, and therefore in fuch a caſe, it was moſt ele- 
cible to incline to the fide of mercy. Rb 
The fecond Indictment. For taking Money on Pretence of re- 
Aoring the ſtolen Goods, and not proſecuting the Felon. 


The council for the king having opened the inditment, and 
the evidence againſt the priſoner, the court ordered the 
clerk to read the following clauſe of an act made in the fourth 
year of his late majeſty king George I. on which the indict- 
ment was founded. 8 | . 

Clerk reads. And whereas, there are divers perſons 
who have ſecret acquaintance with felons, and who make it 
their buſineſs to help perſons to their ſtolen goods, and by that 
means gain mon*y from them, which is divided between them 
and the felons, whereby they greatly encourage ſuch offen- 
ders. Be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that wherever 
any perſon taketh money or reward, directly, or indirectiy, 


Under pretence, or upon account of helping any perſon or 


perfons to any ſtolen goods or chattels, every ſuch perſon ſo 
taking money or reward as aforeſaid, unleſs ſuch perſon do 
apprehend, or cauſe to be apprehennded, ſuch felon, who ſtole 
the ſame, and give evidence againſt him, ſhall be guilty of 
felony, according to the nature of the felony committed in 
ſtealing ſuch goods, and in ſuch and the ſame manner, as if 
ſuch . offender had ftolen ſuch goods and chattels, in the 


manner, and with ſuch circumſtances as the ſame were 


Rolen.” a | 
Catherine Stetham, the elder. On the 22d of January 
laſt, in the afternoon, a box of lace, which I valued at fifty 
pounds, was ſtolen out of my ſhop. I went the ſame 
| F yp „F 


6 
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night to the priſoner's houſe to enquire after it, but not 
finding him at home, I advertiſed the lace J had loſt, with 
a reward of fifteen guineas, and no queſtions to be aſked. 
But hearing no news of it, I went to the priſoner's houſe 
again, and then I met with him. He deſired me to give him 
a "deſcription of the perſons J ſuſpected, which I did as well as 
1 could. Upon this he promiſed to make enquiry, and bid 
me call again in two or three days; I did ſo, and then he ſaid 
he had heard ſomething of my lace, and expected to hear 
more in a little time. While we were talking, a man came 


in, and ſaid, tbat by what he had learned, he believed that 


one Kelley, who had been tried for putting off gilded ſhil- 
lings, was concerned in ſtealing the lace, I went away, and 
came again on that day the priſoner was apprehended: I 
think it was the 15th of February, I told him, that though 
I bad advertiſed but fifteen guineas reward, I would give 
twenty, or five and twenty, rather than not have my lace 
again. Don't bg Jin ſuch a hurry, good woman, ſays he, 
perhaps I may help you to it for lefs, and if I can 1 will 
The perſons that have your Jace are gone out of town: I 
Mall ſet them a quarrelling about it, and then I ſhall get it the 
cheaper. On the 1oth of March he ſent me word that 
if I would come to him in Newgate, and bring ten gui- 
neas in my pocket, he could help me to my lace. [ 
went, he deſired me to call a porter, but I telling him I 
knew not where to find one, he ſent out a perſon who 
brought a man that appeared to be a ticket-porter. The 
priſoner gave me a letter, which he ſaid was ſent to him, 
as a direQion where to go for the lace ; but as J could 


not read, I delivered it to the porter ; after which the pri- 


ſoner bid me give the porter ten guineas, or elſe, he ſaid, 
the perſons, who had the lace, would not deliver it. I 
gave he porter the money, and he went away, and in a 
little while returned with a box ſealed up, but it was not the 
ſame that I had loſt. I opened it, and found all my Jace, 
except one piece. Now, Mr. Wild, ſays I, what muſt I 
give you for your trouble? Not a farthing, Madam, ſays he, 
not a ſingle farthing ; I don't do theſe things for worldly in 
tereſt, but for the benefit of poor people who have met with 
misfortunes. As for the piece of Jace that is miſſing, I would 
not have you be uneaſy, fo: I hope to get it for you cer it be 
long; nay, and } don't know, but in a little time, I may 
not oy help you to your ten guineas again, but to the thief 
too : and if I can, much good may do you ; and as you are 


a widow, and a good chriſtian, I defire nothing of you but 
your 
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prayers, and. for them I ſhall be thankful. J have a great 


e e 


3 
@ QA 


many enemies, and God knows what may be the conſequence 
'of this impriſonment. 

Priſener. T hope the court will conſider the ſervice I have 
done, in convicting a great number of criminals. I beg that 
Murphey and Kelley may be called in again, that I may afk 
them a queſtion or two. 

Court, Let them come in. Now what is your queſ- 
tion ? N „ | 
Priſoner. Mrs. Murphey, I deſire to know 

Court, You muſt not propoſe your queſtion to the witneſs, | 
but to the court; and if your queſtion is proper, the court 
will require the witneſs to anſwer it. 

Prifoner. 1 beg your DP will aſk her who ſtole the 
face? | 

Curt. That is not a proper queſtion, for as ſhe is upon 


| oath, we cannot require her to anſwer any queſtions | to ac- 


cuſe herſelf. 

Priſoner. She ſwore upon the firſt indictment, that 

Court, Whatever ſhe ſwore upon that trial, we cannot 
take notice of it upon this, except ſhe was now to [wear it 
over again, which we cannot require her to do. 

K. Council. This indictment is laid for taking money 
of Catherine Stetham, under pretence of helping her to 
goods that had been ſtolen by perſons UNKNOWN, and 
the prifoner would now afk the witneſs, Who ftole thoſe 
oods ? 

b Priſoner, I would aſk her then, if J ſtole the lace? 

Murphey. No, but he was concerned with thoſe chat did 
ſeal it, and he received it after it was ſtolen; 

Here the priſoner's council begged leave to obſerve, that 
as Murphey had ſworn the priſoner guilty of a felony, in 
being concerned with thoſe who ſtole the goods, they pre- 
ſumed. that the act upon which he was now indicted, was 
never intended to affect him, or any other felon, but only 
ſuch perſons as were not felons themſelves, but held a cor- 


reſpondence with felons: for as there were old Jaws in force 


for the puniſhment of felons, it would have been wholly un - 


neceſſary, that a new law ſhould be made to the ſame purpoſe, 


that is, to no purpoſe at all. That the very preainble to the 
Clauſe of the act on which the priſoner ſtands indicted; in- 


timates, by a plain diſtinction, that felons are not in that 


place intended. The words are theſe, Whereas there are 
ſeveral perſons who have ſecret acquaintance with felons, 


and who make it their buſineſs to help perſons to their 


Pp 2: | ſtolen 
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_ ſtolen goods, and by that means gain money from them 
Which is divided between THEM and the FELONS,”——— 
That, by a proviſo in the ſaid clauſe, it could not be ſup- 
oſed, that felons were then intended, without making con- 
tradictions and inconſiſtencies in the act itſelf. F or the words 
are, Unleſs ſuch perſon doth apprehend, or cauſe to be 
apprehended, ſuch felon who ſtole the ſame, and cauſe ſuch 
felon to be brought to trial for the ſame, and give evidence 
againſt him,” Suppoſe now there was but one perſon con- 
cerned in ſuch a caſe, can it ever be thought that the legiſla- 
ture intended that this very perſon ſhould apprehend himſelf, 
bring bimſelf to a trial, and give evidence againſt biraſelf 
No certainly. 55 

The eouncil for the crown . to tbis effect. That 
it was no abſurdity or contradiction to ſay, that the act 
was intended to affect the felons; for that a man's being 

a felon did not any way hinder him from diſcovering his 
5 if he had any: and as to the ſuppoſiion 
that a felon had no accomplices, but committed the felony by 
-bimfelf, it was out of the preſent queſtion, and no way re- 
lating to the priſoner's caſe, for it was evident that he had 
accomplices, and had not diſcovered them. 

The court obſerved farther, That felons were fo far 
from being excepted in the act, that it was principally in- 
tended againſt them, for it particularly mentions, „ thoſe 
that make it their buſineſs to help people to ſtolen goods.“ 
And it was certain that ſuch perſons muſt” be receivers of 
ſtolen goods, knowing them to be ftolen, and fuch are felons: 
that the caſe of the priſoner came within almoſt every cit- 
cumitance of the act, it being evident, that He was the perion 
who had ſecret acquaintance with felons, who made it his 
buſineſs to help people to flolen goods, and by that means 
gained money froin them, which was divided between him 
and the felons, and thereby greatly encouraged ſuch offenders, 
and had not eppreherded them: that it was a very ſurpriſing 
Plea for a man to fay, | am more guilty than you are aware 
of, and therefore I ought to ſuffer the leſs : and that it could 
never be thought, that the parliament intended by this act to 
excuſe a man me rely becauſe 1 Was a k. felon, and 4 more cri- 
minal than another.. 200 


The; jury acquitted the priſoner of the firſt inditment, and 
found him guilty of the ſe. PRs . 


An 


An 
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An Aecount of JoxaTHAN NN 


JONATHAN WILD was born at Wale in 
Staffordſhire, about the year 1682. He was the eldeſſ 
ſon of his parents; his father was a carpenter, and had the 
character of an honeſt induſtrious man. At about fifteen 


years of age, Jonathan having made fome progreſs at ſchool 


in writing and arithmetic, was bound apprentice to a buckle- 


maker at Birmingham. When his time was expired, he 
married an honeſt. woman at Wolverhampton, by whom he 


had one ſon: but they had not been married two. years, be- 
fore jonathan took it into his head to leave his wife and child, 
and come up to London. He had been but a few months in 
town before he ran himſelf ſo far in debt, that he was arrefted, 


and thrown into Woodſtreet-Compter. He ſays himſelf, in 
a pamphlet, of which I ſhall give ſome account hereafter, 


that, by misfortunes in the world, he was ſubject to the diſ- 
cipline of the Compter, for above : the ſpace of four years 
during which time it was impoſfible, but he muſt be, in ſome 
meaſure, let into the ſecrets of the criminals there under con- 
finement; and particularly Mr. Hitchen's management. 
Here it was that he contracted a cloſe incimacy with one 
Mary Miliner, a common ftreet-walker. She had run round 
the whole circle of vice, knew all the ways of the town, and 


moſt of its felonious inhabitants. 


The time came when they both obtained their liberty : & 


ſoon after which it was reported that they were married; but 


without the help of a parſon. The firſt buſineſs they went 
upon together was that of the Buttock and Twang, or in 
other words, the whore and bully. They had not followed 


this trade long before they met with ſome pretty good booties, 


which enabled them to take a little houſe in Cock-Alley, op- 
polite to Cripplegate church. 


Jonathan, by his own induſtry, and his help-mate's aſ- 


ſiſtance, was by this time acquainted with all the thieves of 


any note within the bills of mortality, and he had cunning 
enough to dive into all their ſecrets. He ſoon knew their 
uſual baunts,' what lays they went upon, how they proceeded, 
and in what manner they diſpoſed of their ftolen goods, 
and in conſequence of this knowledge, he had their lives in his 

power, and from a confidant, became ã director. 
Formerly, when a thief had got a prize, he could eaſily 
find people enough to take it off is bands, at ſomething leſs 
than 


n 
: ar. 
Ts 5 


8 nate th 0 x * 
nr od ow. r « Fs 


p N us. N. Rag? Mb. Kut 
2 1 d 54 -Y 
VS . Frag 3 ou. 8 8 
7 Stag eee ER p br EE 


Fun 


* 


* 
— PPE 
. 
2 * 
HEE 
" 3 
2 4 > : 


—— 


reer — » 
- N o wo * 1 7 7 1 
5 1 8 r n 4 
— 0 * 2 — 3 — 
N po * 0 * Rods 
i — 4 1 — — — — — — — — 
— —— — 
— : — eames 
— —— — — — — 
—— FED — ä—Ü—ä— 4 <—- _ — — ꝰ ans — — — — — — — - — * 
CREE Eng — —— — 8 ——— BR: WL = 
Mn 4 1 ———— Le een 8 ——— — — — — 
” * - 
> 
a 
- 


— 


— * gt AS 2 3 — . 7 "TIEN 
"IS © — * - 
* 4 

— — — 

— — — 5 
— — — 
— = 
» 4 . 


—— 


5 == 


— I — 
— _— - * 
* — 
2 — 
—— — — 


—— — wr eines on A ns 
* 


his care. 74 


302 -JONATHAN WILD, for Fetowts. 


than the real value ; for the law had then provided no puniſh- 


ment for the receivers: but after the legiſlature had paſſed an 
act, which made it felony to receive ſtolen goods, knowing 


them to be ſtolen, a conſiderable ſtop was put to this practice. 
Thoſe few that continued it were obliged to act very cau- 
tiouſly, and as they ran great hazards, they inſiſted upon ſuch 
extravagant profits, that the thieving trade was in danger of 
coming to nothing. . Es | | 
But jonathan contrived a ſcheme that gave new life to the 
buſineſs ; and, convening fome of the principal villains, he laid 
the matter before them. | Re | 
You know, my bloods, quoth he, that as trade goes at 
preſent, you ſtand but a queer chance; for when you have 
made any thing, if you carry it to the Fencing Culls and 


Flaſh Fawin-brokers, theſe unconſcionable dealers in contra- 


band goods will hardly tip ye a quarter of what it is worth; 
and if ye offer it to a ſtranger, it is ten to one but you are 
Hobbled ; fo that there is no ſuch thing as a man's living 
dy his labour; for if he don't like to be half-ſtarved, he muſt 
run the hazard of being ſcragged, which, let me tell ye, is a 
damned hard caſe. Now, if you will take my advice, I will 
put ye in a way to remedy all this: when you have been upon 
any lay, and ſpoke to ſome purpoſe, let me know the par- 
ticulars, and | will engage to pay back the goods to the cull 
that owns them, ard raiſe ye more cole upon that account 
than you can expect from the raſcally fencers, and at the 
ſame time take care that you ſhall be all bowmen. 

This was received with a general approbation, and im- 


mediately put in practice. No ſooner was a robbery com- 


mitted but Jonathan was informed what the goods were, 
when, how, and from whom they were taken. The goods 
were depoſited in ſome convenient place, but not in his own 
houſe ;_ for at his firſt ſetting up the buſineſs, he acted very 
ca: tiouſly, though afterwards he grew daring. When things 
were thus prepared, away goes Jonathan, or his conſort, to 


the perſons who had been plundered, and addreſſes them to 
this purpoſe. ON 


I happened to hear that you have lately been robbed, and 


a friend of mine, and an honeſt broker, having ſtopped a 
parcel of goods upon ſuſpicion, I thought I could do no leis 


than give you not.ce of it, 2s not knowing but ſome of them 
might be yours, and if it ſhould prove fo, (as I wiſh it may) 
you may have them again, proviced that nobody is brought 
into trouble, and the broker has ſomething in conſideration of 


People 
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People who have been robbed are willing to recover their 


goods with as little trouble as poſſible, and therefore it is 
no wonder if they eaſily fell into Jonathan's meaſures. 
But if, as it ſometimes happened, the perſon was too in- 
quiſitive, Sir, ſays Jonathan, I only come to ſerve you, and 


if you think otherwiſe, I muſt let you know, that you are 


miſtaken, Ihave told you that ſome goods being offered to pawn 
by a ſuſpected perſon, the broker had the honeſty to ſtop 


them; and therefore, Sir, if you queſtion me about thieves, - 


I have nothing to ſay to you; but that I can give a good ac- 
count of myſelf: my name is Wild, and I live in Cock- 


Alley, near Cripplegate, where you may find me any day in 


the week ; and ſo, Sir, your humble ſervant. By this af- 


fected reſentment, he ſeldom failed of bringing the injured 


perſon to treat with him upon his own terms, which on ſuch 
occaſions he commonly advanced. 
All this while as Jonathan had his profits out of * was 


paid tothe broker, he took no money of thoſe to whom he 
reſtored the goods, by which management he kept up a to- 


lerable reputation, and at the ſame time there was no law in 
being that could affect him. 

But as he ſoon became eminent in his profeſſion, he al- 
tered ſome of his meaſures. He no longer applied to thoſe 
who had loſt any thing, but they were obliged to apply to him, 
if they expected his aſſiſtance, and he received them in his 
office with much formality. At their entrance it was hinted 


to them, that they muſt depoſit a crown as a fee for his ad- 


vice. This being done, he demanded their names, where 
they lived, when and how they were robbed ; if they ſuſpect- 


ed any verſons, and what kind of perſons they were, the 


particular goods that were loſt, and what reward would be 
given if the goods were returned ? Theſe articles being known, 


were entered in a book he kept for that purpoſe, and then the 


perſons were afſured that a careful enquiry ſhould be made, 
and, if they called again in two or three day s, he might poſ- 
ſibly give them ſome intelligence, 

When they came according to appointment, and deſired to 
know what ſucceſs he had met with? Why, indeed, ſays 


Jonathan, I have heard ſomething of your goods, but the 


perſon I ſent to enquire, tells me, that the rogues pretend they 
can pawn them for more than you offer, and therefore, if 


_ ever they make reſtitution it muſt be upon better terms; 


however, if I can but once come to the ſpeech of the raſ- 
cals, | don't queſtion but I ſhall bring them to reaſon, 
If this did not always prevail with the owners of the 


| | | | goods, 
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goods, to offer an additional reward, it ſerved at leaft 


ro enhance their obligations to Jonathan, by making them 
imagine he uſed them very Kindly, and took a great deal 
of pains, if, after their attending two or three times more, 
be helped them to their goods again at their own prices. 
Jonathan bad always fome advantage or other by examin- 


ing ſo minutely into the circumſtances of a robbery. 


Tf, as was often the caſe, he knew as much of the mat- 


ter before-hand, as thoſe who came for his aſſiſtance could 
tell him, his enquiries then ſerved to amuſe them, and pre- 
vent their ſuſpecting his conſciouſneſs: but if he had not 
already been let into the whole, or any part of the ſecret, 


the exact information he received by this means was ſuch a 


check upon the thieves, that they ſeldom dared to conceal any 
thing from him; and if they did, or refuſed to accept of his 
terms, it was at their peril, 

Pocket - books, ſhop- books, accompts, and other writings, 
which were formerly looked upon as things of no uſe but to 
the owners, and conſequently not worth Realing, were now 
become articles of conſiderable advantage to the thief, and 
more to the receiver, Trifling curioſities, toys and trinkets, 
would fetch more by being returned to the proprietors, than 
any body elſe would give for them, 

Jonathan now appeared with a ſword by his fide, and the 
fifſt uſe that we find he made of it, was in an engagement 
with his wife. She had ſome time ſo provoked him to wrath, 
that he ſwore he would mark her for a b—h, and thereupon 
drawing his ſword he ſmote off one of her ears. This oc- 
caſioned a divorce; but however, Jonathan, in a grateful 
conſideration of the ſervice ſhe had done him, by orincing 
him into ſo large an acquaintance, and affiſting him in bis "bu- 


ſineſs, allowed her a weckly penfion as long as ſhe lived.” 


But to look a little back, we muſt kere obſerve that be- 
fore Jonathan made any great figure, he was for ſome 


time an aſſiſtant to Charles Hitchen, the city-marſhal, in 
ſearching infamous houſes, andjapprehending diſorderlyperſons. 


After ſeveral rambles togetber for promoting ſo bleſſed a 
work, theſe hopeful reformers fell to loggerheads about one 
another's honeſty,” and ſo they parted ; and each of them ſe⸗ 
parately purſued. the buſineſs of thief- taking. 

In the ſame year 1715, Jonathan left his hoiſe in Cocks 
Alley, and took lodgings at Mrs. Seagoe's in the Old-Bailey, 
where he went on in his own calling ſucceſsfully, notwith- 


ſtanding the marſhal's oppoſition. The marſhal was greatly 
enraged, and raſhly vowed that he would expoſe Jonathan's 


I FOguEel les, 


Old-naſs. 
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rogueries, and make him aſhamed to ſhew his face. Jona- 


than defied him to do his worſt, The marſhal went to Work, 


and in the year 1718, publiſhed a mot ſtupid pamphlet, un- 


der the title of THE REGULATOR : er, 4 Diſcovery F the 


Thieves, Thief-taker, aud "Looks —— in and about the City of 
London, with the Thisf-taker's Proclamation : Alſo an Account of 
all the Flaſh Wards now iq vague among the Thieves, &c, 

As in this pamphlet, and : Jonathan's anſwer to it, there 
are ſeveral paſſages relating to his conduct, which are no 


4 


where'elſe to be met with, we ſhall make ſeveral extracts 
from each. And as ſome knowledge in the. canting dia- 


lect is neceſſary to the underſtanding of thoſe paſſages, we 
think it not Improper to begin with the matſhal's liſt of flaſh 


words. $ . EE 1 


Ihe rumbo, or the whit. Newgate. 
The Ppinfing ken. o ˙ ( ( 
London- Bride well. 5 
„c 
A boozing-ken. An ale-houſe. 
A caſe, or a flaſh ken. A houſe frequented by thieves 
Autum. A church. 3 3 


7 
1 * 


The mount. London. bridge. f e 
The nubbing cheat. The gällows. 
A jigger. Adr. 1 17 
The dancers. The ſtairs. . 3 
The glaane, The window, A. 


The quod cull. The turnkey. | 
A bunt, br a pris. & thiek 
A cove, or cull. Aman. Cull is likewiſe frequently uſed 
.- to nie afook.. n 
The baggage man. He that carries off the booty. 
A fence, or a lock. A receiver of ſtolen goods. 


A mill-ken. A houſe-breaker. 


-S fl. A pickpogaet. ; 1 
A flaſh cull, One that keeps company With thieves. 

A bridle-cull, A highwayman. + 00 
A lift. A ſhop-lifter, one that ſteals goods in à ſhop under 
pretence of buying them. — 
A ſhop ſneak. One that watches an opportunity to get 

into a ſhop unſeen, and ſteal the goods. 


* 


The morning ſneak. To walk betimes about the ſtreets | 


in the morning, and if you ſee any body come out 
of doors, you then flip in and take what you can 


lind. ; 19 5 : | Ps 
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: dd tunnle ſmabble, To run into a ſhop at night, blow 


out the, candle, and ſnatch up any thing that you can 
carry off. 


The "a -ſcamperer. A foot-pad. | 
The waggon-lay. Stealing goods out of waggons at ar 


inn, or on the road. 


I The rattling lay. Stealing goods out of caches as they 


paſs along the ftreets. - 


The ſervice lay. Hiring themſelves for ſervants in order 
to rob the houſe. . 
The queſtion lay. Lo knock at a door eatly in the morn- 
ing, and afk for the maſter of the houſe, and if he is 
a- bed, to deſite the ſervant not to diſturb him, for 
you will watt till he riſes, and fo you ſors an oppor- 
tunity of ſtealing ſomething. | 
The kid lay. Is, when you ſee a boy or a porter with 
a bundle, to defire him to go of an errand for you, 
telling him you will take care of his goods the while ; 


but as ſoon as he is out of bght, you make off with 
the boo | 35555 


1 9. | 
The dub lay. Picking pockets, 


To go upon the top. Is when two prigs are together, | 
| one gets upon the other” 8 ſhoulders, and ſo enters a 
chamber- window. 
A tail drawer. He that ſteals a man' 8 ſword from his 
ſide, | 
A queer cull. One chat puts off bad money. 
A cruifer. A beggar. 
A lappy cull. A drunken man. 
An 990 gager. A rich old man. 
A bulk or gammon. He that joſtles a man, while another 
picks bis pocket, 
A ſcout cull. A watchman. 
A Harman. A conſtable. 5 | 
To bundle the cull of the ken. To tie the man of the 
| houſe neck and heels. | 
To ſlum the ken. To break the houſe. 
To ſtrike the gigg. To unlock the door. 
To lope the dancers. Togo up ſtairs, 
To lope off. To run away: 
The cull is peery. The man is fly. 
Ihe cull comes down. He puts his hand in his pocket. 
The cull giggs. The man looks. 
A buttock. A ſtreet-walker. 5 
A _ and file. A pick-pocket why, 5 
A twang⸗ 


blow 
1 Call 


it an 


they 


order 


1OrR- 


he is 


„ for 
ppor- 


with 


you, 
hile; 


with 


ther, 


ters 2 


a his 


other 


f the 


Nang 


A twang. A bully. 

A trap. He that after a buttock and file, has bit a cull of 
his pocket-book, makes it his buſineſs to find out 
where the man lives, and extort money from him to | 
prevent his being expoſed. 


To pay-back. To return ſtolen; goods. 


A puſh. A croud of people. 

A puſhing tout. A thief's watchman, or ſcout, one that 
carries intelligence of a puſh. __ 

A bowman prig. A bold dexterous thief, a ſure rogue. 


All's bowman. All is ſafe, 
To ſpeak. To ſteal. 


To fiſæ. To ſearch. 
To whiddle. To make a noiſe, ks or impeach. 


To ſhove the tumbler. To be whipped at the cart's tall. 
To be glimm' d. To be burnt in the hand. 


To be topped or ſeragged. 19 be hanged. 

Narbjes. Fetters. 

A dub or tilt. A pick lock key. 

A glim. A candle. 

Aglimſtick. A candleflck; or dark lanthorn. 

A beſs or betty. A ſmall iron crow. 

Pops. Piſtols. ow 

A pad. A bed. 

Dudds. Linen. 

A miſh. A ſhirt. 

Stock drawers. Stockings. 

Stampers. Shoes. 1 

A poll, or catſing. A wig. „ 

A ſhap. A hat. | 

A tie. A neckcloth. 

Famſtrings. Gloves. 

A clank. A tankard, 

A heaker. A ſilver cankard; 

Feeders. Spoons. 

A mauſe. A bundle. 

A wipe, or clout. A handkerchlef, 

A lobb. A ſnuff- box, or any other box. 

A bit or truff. A purſe. | 

A reader. A pocket-book. 

A tail. A ſword. | | YE 
A chive, A knife. Es h 8 
A loge. A watch. | „ | { 
A-toge. A coat. 

A Peter. A trunk, or portmanteau. 


K 5 A Jacob. 
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A Jacob. A ladder. . 
A rum fam. A gold ring. 

A tumbler. A cart or waggon. 

A rattler. A coach. Ws | | 

A boufer. A dog. IR, 

A finny. A funeral, 5 | 
idge. Gold. 
edge. Silver. 

The tatler is up. The moon ſhines, 

Boned, or habbled, or ſnabbled. Taken. 

The munge. The nn. N 


pe CITY MARSHAL" $ 2 of JoxXaTHAN Wit, Se 


cc Tf theſe ould hold their. peace, the ſtones i in the ſtreot 
would cry out of ſuch abominable practices, as are com- 
mitted and carried on in this city and places adjacent, by 
thieves and robbers, and thicf-takers, One thief-taker brought 
to juſtice, is more for the advantage of the city, than a hun- 
dred thieves : and in order thereto, I {hall here take notice of 
only one of the aforeſaid felonious practices, taking it for 
granted, that all the reſt are of the ſame management; 
to wit, a gentlewoman, as ſhe was paſſing along in the 
evening in a coach, on the ſouth ſide of St, Paul's church- | 
yard,. was there, in a moſt audacious and barbarous manner, 
robbed to a conſiderable value, by three of the moſt notorious 
rogues, Will. Matthews, Chriſtopher Matthews, and Oba- 
diah Lemon, (who agreed to make himſelf an evidence) that 
ever this kingdom were plagued with; which being diſco- 
vered and fought after, in order to bring them to juſtice for ſo 
doing, the thief-taker h. -aring of the ſame, and fearing that 
he might by this means loſe three of the moſt profitable cuſ- 
tomers which belonged to his felonious ſhop, immediately 
ſummoned the three aforeſaid offenders to a friendly conference, 
where it was unanimouſly agreed, that the only way to fave 


them at this critical juncture was, for one of them to make 


himſelf an evidence, &c. Well, then, faith the thief-taker, 


in order to blind the juſtice, and that he may take the infor- 
mation, is to induce him to believe that we are doing ſome- 


thing for the good of the public: therefore, you muſt put into 
the information a numerous train of offenders, which have 
been concerned with you, either in robberies, buying, ot 
receiving of your ſtolen goods; and at the ſame time you 


| muſt be ſure to promiſe him, the ſaid juſtice, that you will 


Convict _ a and that there may be a perfect harmony 
non 


- *4, 
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between us, you ſhall hear me your counſellor, your thief- 
taker, and factor, promiſe as faithfully that I will apprehend, 
take, and bring them to juſtice for the ſame : but by the bye, 1 | 


muſt give you this caution to leave out the ſixty dozen of hand- 


kerchiefs that was taken by Mr. Ridley, from a dyer'sſervant, 
who they ſent on a ſham errand, for which handkerchiefs, 1 
received thirty guineas from the owner, but gave Oakeyz 


Lemon, and Mr. Johnſon but ten guineas. That you do not 
put ſuch and ſuch robberies into the information, becauſe I 


was employed by the perſons that you robbed, to get their 
goods again, and they not bidding money enough for the ſame, 
they were not returned to the right awner ; therefore, you 
know, ſuch muſt be left out, otherwiſe I ſhall bring my own 
neck into the nooſe, and put it in the power of every little 
prig, as well as others, to pull the cord at their pleaſure ; 
3 ſuch terms, who the d-xv-l would be your fac- 
A N 

* And now let us ſee what js the conſequence of this 
ſkittiſh and felonious information; but deceiving the magiſ- 
trate, and letting the three aforeſaid notorious offenders ef- 
cape the hand of juftice, and hanging up a couple of ſhim 
ſham thieves, Hugh Oakey, and Henry Chickley, which he 
got little or nothing by in the room thereof : and likewiſe to 
give the thief-taker an opportunity to rob or extort a ſum of 
money out of all the reſt in the information, by making up 


and compounding the felonies with them, which by a modeſt 


computation, cannot amount to leſs than a hundred pounds, 


or more, &c. then is it not high time for the citizens of Lon- 


don, and the places adjacent to beſtir themſelves, when the 
8 offenders have found a way out, with the aſſiſtance of 
their friend the thief-taker, to eſcape the hand of juſtice ? 
This will give them encouragement, and make them deſ- 
perate, as well as frequent in their robberies, and what the 
citizens; and others muſt dearly pay for, if not timely pre- 
vented, by putting a ſtop to the ſame: in ſhort, the thief 
the goal, the juſtice, and the king's evidence, all of them 
ſeem to be influenced and managed by him, and, at this rate, 
none will be brought to the gallows but ſuch as he thinks 


fit, &c. Now, if enquiry were to be made, by what means 


he arrived to this pitch of preferment he is now at, you will 
find that he hath been as great a proficient in all matters and 
things that he hath hitherto engaged in. : | 

„IJ. Who, when in a private ſation, and followed the 
trade of buckle-making, knew how to plate a crown-picee as 
well as any that followed that employment. * 
T a E II. When 
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li II. When he became an evidence, did the buſineſ 
= Kkittiſhly, and 2s effectually, as any of thoſe he now ſets 
bf up · 
„ III. When he was a twang, and followed his wife, 
Mary Milliner, a common night-walker, no ſooner had ſhe 
picked a pocket, and given him the ſignal by a hem, or other- 
wiſe, but he had impudence and courage enough to attack the 
cull, until the buttock had made her eſcape. | 
« IV. When king of the gipſies, Jonathan Wild exe- 
| cuted the hidden and dark part of a ftroller to all intents and 
purpoſes, until in Holborn, by order of the juſtice, his ſkit- 
tiſn and babooniſh majeſty was ſet in the ſtocks for the 
ſame. 
„ V. New king among the eres, and lying: maſter⸗ 
general of England, captain-genergl of the army of plun- 
derers, and ambailador extraordinary from the prince of the 
air, hath taken up his refidence in an apartment fitted up on 
purpoſe for him in the palace of the queen of hell, where 
continual attendance is given for receiving and buying of ſtolen 
goods, as likewiſe to pay them back again, provided the right 
owners will offer money enough for the ſame; but, if not, 
then doth his excellency fly off, and give you to underſtand, 
that the goods he hath heard of are not yours, and that he 
cannot aſſiſt you, and that you may be gone about your bu- 
ſitneſs, for, he will take a ſum of money of the thief, or dif- 
ſe of the goods ſome other way. Certainly ſ:ch a monſter 
in iniquity as this, is not to de found in any part of the ha- 
bitable world, ſave only in this kingdom, and this infa- 
tuated city, and places adjacent, thoſe places of general cor- 
tion. | 
15 67 VI. There being one thing more, which he earneſtly 
deſires, and ſolicits to be employ ed in finding out. and fetting 
up evidences againft the falſe coiners, and then you need not 
doubt but in a little time you will have as many coiners as you 
have thieves. O Londen! Longon ! fo much fame for thy 
good order, by what means is it now come to paſs, at thou 
art become a receptacie for a den of thieves. and robbers, and 
all ſorts of villainpus perſons and practices? 
ys And here it cannot be taken amiſs to examine into the 
trade of puniſhing wickedneſs and vice, the ſame being be- 
come one of the moſt myſterious, profitable, and flouriſhing 
trades now in the kingdom; and the open, but unwarrant- 
able and pernicious practice of the regulator, Jonathan 


Wild. 
e And 
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te And in order thereto, I ſhall here take a view of kini 
in the public ſtreets, which he ſo much boafteth of, and fain 


would perſuade you, that he doth ſo much govd to the public, 


by ſtopping the whores, and other perſons viciouſly inclined, 
and forcibly entering the houſes of bawdry, and taking them 
out from thence, and committing them to goals. And now; 
I pray, what is the conſequence of all this? Woeful expe- 
rience plainly ſhews, that by the ill acquaintance and eonver- 
fation they meet with there they learn to be thieves, and find the 


way to the thief-takers houſes, ſet up by them on purpoſe to 
harbour and train up one brood of thieves under another, and 
ſo ſcreen and ſave them from the gallows, to the end that 
they may live by the reverſion of them. And now it is the 


general complaint, that people are afraid, when it is dark, to 


come to their houſes, for fear that their hats and wigs ſhould 
be ſnatched from off their heads, or their ſwords taken from 
their ſides, or that they may be blinded, knocked down, cut, 
or ſtabbed ; nay, the coaches cannot ſecure them, but the 


are likewiſe aſſaulted, cut, and robbed in the public ſtreets. 
And how can you ſuppoſe it to be otherwiſe, when there 
are ſo many public offices, public and private houſes,” public 


inns and public Mops, ſet up on purpoſe to harbour thieves 
and robbers, and earry on the baſeſt deſigns with them. | 


JoxATHAN WIIp's Account of himſelf and of the CiTy 


MARSHAL. 


6 When two of a profeſſion are at variance, the world. is 


let into many important diſcoveries ; and whether it be among 


thief-takers, lawyers, or clergymen, an expectation natu- 
rally ariſes of ſome Billingſgate treatment: for the ſatis- 


faction of the world in this particular, I ſhall, like a true 
cock of the game, anſwer Mr. Hitchen at his own weas 


« Says my old maſter in iniquity, One thief-tak*r brought 


to juſtice, is more for the advantage of the city, than a hun- 


dred thieves. Not to juſtify the practice of thief-taking, 1 


acquieſce with him in this, if the oldeſt offenders are to be 
firſt proſecuted, and then I will leave the world to judge, 


who will firſt deſerve an exemplary puniſhment.” “ 


This looks as if Jonathan was not the original thief-taker, | 
: but that he borrowed ſome hints from the Marſhal, and after- 


wards improved them. 


The information he mentioned in reſpect to the ſetting: 
up an evidence is entirely groundleſs, the perſon acculed be- 
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ung perfectly ignorant of it; and there are enough to prove 
that the evidence voluntarily appeared before my lord- 
mayor: and as for not returning of goods for want of a re- 
Ward ſufficient to the value, I ſhall ſhew what flagrant 
crimes the City Marſhal has been guilty of, of this na- 
ture. ce % ĩ ᷣͤ rc nt +} 
Jonathan does not here deny the charge of not return- 
ing the goods, and therefore we niay venture to take it for 
Aa af be eo; . 
Says this author, He knew how to plate a: crown - piece 
as well as any that followed that employment. — Now, 
if he. could prove this aſſertion, or any thing like it, it 
tis very rational to ſuppoſe, that be would bring the 
thief-taker to condign | puniſhment, being his implacable 
That, ſetting up evidences againſt falſe coiners, is the 
way to have. as many .coiners as thieves, is ſuch a piece of 
nonſenſe, abſurdity and contradiction, that it is not be pa- 
7 ² -l... ee: | 
And it is a notable piece of inconſiſteney to ſay, that 
taking whores out of bawdy-houſes, and ſending them to 
- _ + work-houſes, makes them thieves. By this way of arguing, 
the houſes of correction, inſtead of deterring iniquity, en- 
creaſe thefts and robbories, and the reformers of manners are 
the promoters of wickedneſs: but it is no wonder that the 
Marſha}, throughout his treatiſe, expreſſes a great deal of un- 
eaſineſs at the informers, for thoſe perſons very much leſſen his 
intereſt in ſuppreſſing houſes of lewdneſs, the keepers whereof 
have been generally penſioners to bim. I can produce per- 
- fons who will make it appear that ſeveral houſes of ill-fame 
are ſupport: d by quarterly payments to him: beſides, there 
being frequently ſums of money extorted from libertines for 
- connivance at their lewdneſs,. and ſometimes from perſons en- 
tirely innocent, unacquainted with the character of thoſe houſes? 
and he has of late been ſo audacious as to examine taverns of 
the beſt reputation, and inſiſts upon yearly compoſitions from 
them, though the only payment he has met with has been 2 
ſalute with a erab- tree cudgel, and a decent toſs in a blan- 
<kets - | 1 1 . 
1 has ſhewn ſuch an excellence in the flaſh or cant 
dialect, that every body muſt allow him a maſter, and that 
experience only muſt have completed him. His dialogue de- 
monſtrates his great knowledge in the intrigues of pick: 
pockets, houſe-breakers, and highway-men; and a man would 


wear by his apt deſcription that he had been an actor in Fs 


Ee 


crimes he pretends to fix upon others. 
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The boys in the ken ſwearing and grinning like ſo many hell 
cats, and the man in the ſilver-buttoned coat, and knotted 
wig, with a ſword by his fide, is an exact ſcene of a city of- 


ficer, and his company of pick-pockets at an ale-houſe be- 


tween Moorfields and Iſlington, where they uſed to rendez- 


vous daily, the boys giving an account of their day's work, 
and the maſter diſpenſing further inſtructions-. 


I need not mention his being nearer the pillory than ever 
a certain perſon was to the ſtocks. And however a certain 
diminutive perſon may reſemble a baboonz it is evident to all 
that knew the gigantic city marſhal, that he wants nothing 
but a cloven foot, to perſonate, in all reſpects, his father 
Beelzebub. 7 | | a 3 0 | 

There are many other particulars which I ſhall omit, 
and proceed to ſeveral matters of fact, to make appear, that 
(inſtead of a ſcoundrel author's being entirely free from all 
the evil practices he has treated of) he is guilty of the ſame 

after the Marſhal's ſuſpenſion in his office, and he was 
forbid attendance on the Lord Mayor, he on a time applied 


_ himſelf to the buckle-maker, near Cripplegate, in the follow- 


ing manner: | | 
l am very ſenſible that you are let into the knowledge 
of the intrigues of the Compter, particularly with relation 
to the ſecuring of pocket-books : but your experience is in- 
ferior to mine ; I can put you in a far better method than 
you are acquainted with, and which may be done with ſafety; 
for, tho* I am ſuſpended, I ſtill retain the power of acting as 
conſtable, and notwithſtanding I cannot be heard before my 


Lord Mayor as formerly, I have intereſt among the aldermen 


O 


upon any complaint, But I muſt firſt tell you, that you 


will ſpoil the trade of thief-taking, in advancing greater re- 
wards than are neceſſary; I give but half a- crown a book, and 


when the thieves and pick-pockets ſee you and I eonfederate, 


they will ſubmit to our terms, and likewiſe continue their 
thefts for fear of coming to the gallows by our means. You 
ſhall take a turn with me as my ſervant, or afliftant; and we 
will commence our rambles this night.?“ | 5 
« The night approaching, the marſhal and the buckle- 
maker began their walk at Temple-bar, called in at ſeveral 


brandy-ſhops and ale-houſes, between that ahd Fleet-ditch ; 


Some of the maſters of theſe houſes complimented the Marſhal 
with punch, others with brandy, and ſome preſented him 


with fine ale, offering their ſervice to their worthy protector. 
The Marſhal made them little anſwer ; but gave them to un- 
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derſtand, all the ſervice he expected from them was, to give 
him information of pocket-books, or any goods ftolen, as a 
pay-back ; for you women of the town, (addreſſing himſelf 
to ſome females in one of the ſhops) make it a common prac- 
tice to reſign things of this nature to the bullies and rogues | 
of your retinue ; but this ſhall be no longer borne with, I will 
give you my word, both they and you ſhall be detected, un- 
leſs yon deliver all the pocket-books you meet with te me. 


What do you think | bought my place for, but to make the 


moſt of it? And you are to underſtand this is my man (point- 
ing to the buckle- maker) to aſſiſt me. And if you at any 
time for the future refuſe to yield up the watches and books 
you take, either to me, or my ſervant, you may be aflured 
of being all ſent to bridewell, and not one of you ſhall be 
permitted to walk the ſtreets. For, notwithſtanding I am 
under a ſuſpenſion, (the chief reaſon of which is, for not ſup- 
prefling the practices of ſuch vermin as you) I have ſtill a 
power of puniſhing, and you ſhall dearly pay for the leaſt diſ- 
obedience to what I have commanded. 20 | 
„ Strutting along the ſtreets a little farther, the Marſhal 
on a ſodden ſeized. two or three dexterous pick-pockets, re- 
primanding them for not paying their reſpe<'s to their mighty 
chief ; and withal, aſking them to what parts of the town 
they were rambling, and whether they did not ſee him? To 
which they anſwered, that they ſaw him at a diſtance (he 
| being large and remarkable enough to be known by them and 
their brethren) but, he caught hold of them fo haſtily, that 
they had no time to addreſs him. Ve have been ſtrolling 
(continued the pick-pockets) over Moorfields, and from thence 
to the Blue-boar, in purſuit of you; but not finding you as 
uſual, we were under ſome fears that you were indiſpoſed : 
the - marſhal replied, he ſhould have given them a meeting 
there, but had been employed the whole day with his new 
man. You are to be very careful, ſaid he, not to oblige any 

perſon but myſelf, or ſervant, with pocket books: if you pre- 
ſume to do otherwiſe, you ſhall ſwing for it, and we are out 
in the city every night to obſerve your motions. Theſe in- 
ſtructions given, the pick-pockets left us, making their maſ- 
ter a low congee, and promiſing. obedience. . This was the 
progreſs of the firſt night with the buckle- maker, whom he 
told, that his ſtaff of authority terrified the-ignorant to the 
extent of his wiſhes. Q 
Another night, walking towards the back part of St. 
Paul's, ſaid the Marſhal to the buckle-maker, I will now ſhew 
you a brandy ſhop that entertains no company — and 
1 | | thieves- 
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thieves. This is a houſe for our purpoſe, and I am informed, 
that a woman of the town, who frequents it, has lately, de- 


\ cently robbed: a gentleman of his watch and pocket-book 
the advice I received from her companion, with whom I have 
a good underſtanding. We will go into the houſe, and if 


we can find this woman, I will aſiume a more ſtern coun- 
ten ance (tho' at beſt, 1 look like an infernal) and, by conti- 
nued threats, extort a confeſhon, and hy chat means get poſ- 
{Hon of the watch and pocket-book ; ia order to which, do 


you {lily accoſt her companion—here he deſcribed her, 


call to her, and inform her, your maſter is in a d d ill 
humour, and ſwears, if ſhe don't inſtantly make a diſcovery 
where the watch and pocket-book may be found, at fartheſt 
by to-morrow, he will certainly fend her to the Compter, 


and thence to the Workhouſe. The means being thus con- 
certed to gain the valuable goods, both maſter and man en- 


tered the ſhop, in purſuit of the game, and, according to ex- 


pectation, they found the perſon wanted, with ſeveral others; 
_ whereupon the marſhal ſhewing an en:aged countenance, be- 


coming the deſign, and the buckle-maker being obliged to fol- 
low his example, the company ſaid, that the maſter and man 
looked as ſour as two devils, — devils, ſaid the Marſhal, I 
will make ſome of you devils, if you don't immediately diſco- 
ver the watch and pocket book I am employed to procure. 


| We don't know your meaning, fir, anſwered ſome, Who do 


you diſcourſe to? ſaid others, we know nothing of it. The 
Marſhal replied in a more ſoft tone, You are ungrateful to 
the laſt degree, to deny me this ſmall requeſt, when I never 
was let into the ſecret of any thing to be. taken from a gen- 
tleman, but I communicated it to you, deſcribing the perſon 
ſo exactly, that you could not miſtake the man; and there is 


ſo little got at this rate, that the devil may trade with you 


for me, This ſpeech being over, the Marſhal gave a nod to 
his man, who, in obedience to his maſter's motions, and his 
former commands, called one of the women to the door, and 
telling the ſtory above directed; the female anſwered, Un- 
conſcionable devil l. when he gets five or ten guineas, not to 
beſtow above five or ten ſhillings upon us unfortunate wretch- 


es: but, however, rather than go to the Compter, I'll try what 


is to be done. "The woman returning to the Marſhal,” aſked 
him, what he would give for the delivery of the watch, be- 
ing ſeven or eight pounds in value, and the pocket-book hav- 


ing in it (:veral notes and goldſmith's bills: to which the 
Marſhal anſwered, a guinea; and told her, it was much better 
to comply, than to go to Newgate, which ſhe muſt certainly 


expect 
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expect upon her refuſal. The woman replied, that the _ 
was in pawn for 40s. and if he did not advance that ſum, ſhe 
ſhould be obliged to ſtrip herſelf for the redemption, Aſter 
abundance of words, he allowed her 3os. for the watch and 
book, which ſhe accepted, and the watch was never returned 
to the owner. 

s Not long after this, a gentleman in liquor dropping into 
the Blue - boar, near Moorfields, with a woman of the town, 
immediately Joſt his watch. He applied to the Marſhal, deſi- 
ring his aſſiſtance; but the buckle-maker being wel! acquaint- 
ed with the walk berween Cripplegate and Moorfields, had 
the fortune to find the woman. The maſter immediately 
ſeized her, on notice given, and by vehement threatenings, 


obliged her to a confeſſion. She declared, that ſhe had ſtolen . 


the watch, and carried it to a woman who - kept a brandy- 
op near, deſiring her to aſſiſt in the ſale of it. The miſtreſs 
of the brandy-ſhop readily anſwered, ſhe had it from an ho- 
neſt young woman that frequented ber houſe, whoſe huſpand 
was gone to ſea; whereupon ſhe pawned the watch for its 
value, and ordered the iale. This ftory ſeeming reaſonable, 
the watch maker purchaſed the watch, and gave the money 
agreed for it, which was 50s. Thus the ſale of the watch 
being diſcovered, the Marſhal with his ſtaff and aſſiſtants, 
immediately repaired to the watch-maker's houſe, and ſeized 
3 maker, in the ſame manner as a perſon would do 
the greateſt cririnals: he carried him to a public houſe, tel- 
ling him, that if he did not forthwith ſend for the watch, he 
ſhould be committed to Newgate. 

„The watch-maker not being any ways accuſtomed to 
unfair dealings, directly anſwered, that he bought the watch, 
and the perſon he had it of, would produce the woman that 
ſtole it, if it were ſtolen. the woman being then preſent. The 
Marſnal replied, he had no buſineſs with the perſons that ſtole 
the watch, but with him in whoſe poſſeſſion it was found, and 
that, if he did not inſtantly ſend for the watch, and deliver 
it, without inſiſting upon any money, but on the contrary, 
return him thanks for his civility, which deſerved five or ten 
Pieces, he would, without delay, ſend him to Newgate. Upon 
which the innocent watch-maker being much ſurprized, ſent 
for the watch, and ſurrendered it to him. And fince that he 
has been well ſatisfied, for the perſon who owned the watch 
made a preſent to the Marſhal of three guineas for his trou- 

ble, and the poor watch-maker never had a faithing for his 
50 ſhillings. This ſtory and the following, ſufficiently demon- 

ſtrate the n of the City Marſhall. Sg 
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£ Some time ago, a biſket baker near Wapping, having 
joſt a pocket book, wherein was, among other papers, an 
Exchequer bill for 100l. applied him'elf to the Marſhal's man, 
the buckle maker, for the recovery thereof ; the buckle ma» 


ker adviſed him to advertiſe it, and ſtop the payment of the 


bill, which he did accordingly ; but having no account of his 
bill, he came to the buckle maker ſeveral times about it, and 
at length he told him, there had been with him a tall man, 
with a long peruke and fword, calling himſelf the City Mare 


hal, and aſked him, if he had Joſt his pocket book ? The 


biſket baker anſwered, Yes, defiring to know his reaſons for 


_ aſking him ſuch a queſtion, and whether he could give him 


any intelligence, He replied, No, he could not give him 


any intelligence of it as yet, but deſired to be informed, whe- 


ther he had employed any perſon to ſearch after it? To which 
the biſket baker anſwered, he had employed one Wild. Up- 


on which the Marſhal told him, he was under a miſtake, for 


he ſhould have applied to him, who was the only perſon in 


England that could have ſerv.d him, being well aſſured it 


was entirely out of the power of Wild, or any of thoſe fel- 
Jus, to know where it was, (whi.h was very certain, he 


| having it at that time in his cuſtody) and defired to know 


the reward that would be given, The gentleman anſwered, 
he would give iol. The Marſhal replied, that a greater 


reward ſhould be offered, for that Exchequer biils, and thoſe 
things were ready money, and could immediately be fold, and 
that, if he had employed him in the beginning, and offered 


40 or Fol. he would have ſerved him. The biſket baker 
acquainting Wild with the ſtory, Wild gave it him as his opi- 


nion, that the pocket book was in the Marſhal's poſſeſſion, aud 


therefore it would be to no purpoſe to continue advertiſing 
it, he being well aſſured, that the marſhal would not have 


taken the pains to find out the biſket baker, unleſs he knew 
how to get at it. Upon the whole, Wild adviſed the biſket 


baker rather to advance his bidding, conſidering what hands 
the note was in, and for that the Marſhal had often told his 
ſervant, how eaſily he could diſpoſe of Bank notes and Ex- 
chequer bills, at gaming-houſes, which he very much fre- 
quented. Purſuant to this advice, the owner at laſt went a 
ſecond time to the Marſhal, and bid forty pounds for his pock- 
et book and bill. Zounds, fir, ſaid ihe Marſhal,” you are too 
ate L which was all the ſatisfaction he gave him. Thus the 
poor biſket baker was tricked out of his Exchequer bill, But 
it happened a ſmall time after, that ſome of the young fry of 


pick pockets, under the tuition of the Marſha!, fell out in 


ſharing 


88 
e e eee eee wn nt I x 
* . ee I ae net Aer EE Fa; N * 


r 


. 


i 
KJ 
v7.90 
wg 
£ 


: 
F 
42 
_ 
: 
: 
#* 
4 
3 
* 

* 

2 
*; 

4 Ib 
* 

vi & 
oF 
* jp 
4 7 27 

1 


Ea LI 


J 


"ch 
108 


318 JONATHAN WILD, for Fzionirs. 
ſharing the money given them for this very pocket oak ; 


whereupon one of them came to the perſon firſt employed by 


the biſket baker, and diſcovered the whole matter, viz. That 


he had ſold the biſket baker's pocket book, with the hundred 


pound Exchequer note in it, and other bills, to the city mar- 
ſhal, at a tavern in Alderſgate- ſtreet, for four or five guineas. 
The perſon to whom the boy applied himſelf, aſked him what- 
ſort of a perſon the gentleman was he took it from, who rea- 


dily anſwered, that he was a luſty elderly man, with light 
hair, which was very apparent to be th: {ame perſon, There 
are ſeveral living who weill juſtify this account of the whole 


affair, and the Exchequer bill was never returned to the own= 
er, but paid to ber perſon, though it could never be traced 


back. 


1 This account, entirely fact, contains a charge far creates 


than any the marſhal has pretended to fix upon the thief-tacer, 


as he ſtiles him. 


$6 Farther to ſhew the dealings and good correſpondence 


between the marſhal and the thieves and pick-pockets about 
town, I think it proper to inſert the following ſtory : 


<< Some time ſince when a perſon flood in the pillory near 


Charing- croſs, a gentleman in the crowd was deprived of a 
pocket book, which had in it bills and lottery tickets, to the 


value of ſeveral hundred pounds; and a handſome reward 
was at firſt off.red for it in a public advertiſement, thirty 
pounds at leaſt. The Marſhal having a ſuſpicion, that a fa- 
mous pick-pocket, known by his lame hand, had taken the 
book, he applied to him, and to enforce a confeflion and de- 


livery, told him, with a great deal of aſſurance, that he muſt 
be the perſon, ſuch a man, with a lame hand, being deſcri- 
bed by the gentleman, to be near him, and al. he was 


certain, had ſtolen his book. In ſhort, fays he, you had the 


eward ; but if you refuſe to comply with ſuch advantageous 


| wo and you muſt bring it to me, and you ſhall ſhare the 


_ "terms, you muſt never expect to come within the city gates; 


for if you do, Bridewell at leaſt, if not Newgate, ſhall ie 

our reſidence. After ſeveral meetings, the Marſhal's old 
friend could not deny that he had the pocket book, but he 
ſaid to the Marſhal, I did not expect this rigorovs treatment 
from you, after the ſervices have done you, in concealing you 
ſeveral times, and by that means keeping you out of a goal. 
It is not the way to expect any future fervice, when all. my 
| former * — are forgotten. The Marſhal, notwith- 

ſtanding 


8. 
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ſtanding theſe reaſons given, ſtill inſiſted upon what he had at 
firſt propoſed ; and, at length, the pick pocket conſidering, 
that he could not repair to the Exchange, or elſewhere, to 
follow his pilfering employment, without the Marſhal's con- 
ſent, and fearing to be a mark of his revenge, he condeſcended 
to part with the pocket- book, upon terms reaſonable between 
buyer and ſellor: whereupon, ſays the Marſhal, I loſt all my 
money laſt night at gaming, except a gold watch in my 
pocket, which I believe there will be no enquiry after, it coming 
to hand by an intrigue with a famous woman of the town, 
whom the gentleman will be aſhamed to proſecute, for fear of 
expoſing himſelf, I will exchange goods for goods with you. 
So that the pick-pocket, rather than he would riſk the con- 
. ſequences of diſobliging his maſter, concluded a bargain,” 


& I now preſent you with a tory, which ſhews the Marſhal's 
„ prodigious courage and forwardneſs to hang burglars, 
even his own pupils, for the reward. E 


“ One night, not far from St. Paul's, the Marſhal, and 
the buckle- maker, his man, met with a detachment of pick- 
pocket-boys, who inſtantly, at the ſight of their maſter, 
took to their heels and ran away. The Buckle- maker aſked 
the meaning of their ſurprize : to which the Marſhal anſwered, 
I know their meaning, a pack of rogues | they were to have 
met me in the fields this morning with a book, I am informed 
they have taken from a gentleman, and they are afraid of be- 
ing ſecured for their diſobedience : there is Jack Jones among 
them: we will catch the raſcals. Upon which Jack Jones 


running behind a coach to mate his eſcape, was taken by the 


Marſhal and his man. The maſter carried him to a tavern, 
and threatened him ſeverely, telling him he believed they 
were turned houſe-breakers, and that they were concerned in 
a burglary lately committed by four young criminals. This 
happening to be fact, and the boy fearing the Marſhal had 
been informed of it, he, for his own ſecurity, confeſſed, the 


Marſhal promiſing to ſave his life on his becoming evidence: 


whereupon the Marſhal committed the boy to the Compter 
till the next morning, when he carried him before a juſtice of 
the peace, who took his information, and iſſued a warrant for 
the apprehending his companions. Notice being given wherg 
the criminals were to be found, viz. at a houſe in Beach- 
Lane, the Marſhal and his man went privately in the night 
thither; and liſtening at the door, they over-heard the boys, with 
7 i 
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feveral others in a mixed company. - They entered the houſe; 
where they met ten or eleven perſons, who were in a great 
rage, enquiring what buſineſs the Marſhal had there, and ſa- 


luted him with a few damn ye's, which occaſioned the Mar- 
ſhal to make a prudent retreat; pulling the door after him, 


and leaving his little man to the mercy of the ſavage company. 


In a ſhort ſpace the Marſhal returned with eight or ten watch-, 


men and a conſtable ; and, at the door, the Marſhal out of 
his daſtardly diſpoſition, though his pretence was a ceremonious 
reſpect, obliged the conftable to go in firſt, but the conſtable 
and Marſhal were both ſo long in their compliments, that 


_ the man thought neither of them would enter in, at laſt the 


eonſtable entering with bis long ſtaff extended before him, the 
Marſhal manfully followed, Etying out, Where are the rebel 
villains * Why don't ye denne them? The buckle- maker an- 


ſwered, that they were under the table, upon which the conſtable 
pulled out the juvenile offenders, neither of them being above 


twelve years of age. The two boys now taken were com- 


_ mitted to Newgate: but the fact being committed in the 


county of Surrey, they were afterwards removed ' to the 
Marfhalſea-Priſon. The aflizes coming on at Kingſton, and 


Jones giving his evidence againſt his companions before the 


grand jury, the bill was found, and the Marſhal indorſed his 
name on the back of it, to have the honour of being an evi- 
dence againſt theſe monſtrous houſe-breakers. On the trial, 


the nature of the fact was declared ; but the parents of the 


offenders appeared, and ſatisfied the court that the Marſha 


was the occaſion of the ruin of theſe boys, by taking them 
into the fields, and encouraging them in the ftealing of 


pocket books: and told him, on his affirming they were 
thieves, that he had made them ſuch. The judge obſerving 


the Marſhal's views were more to. get the reward of fort 
pounds than to do juſtice, ſummed up the charge to the jury 
in favour of the boys, who were thereupon acquitteq, and 


the Marſhal reprimanded. He was ſo enraged at this, and ſo 
atfory with himſelf for not accuſing the boys of other crimes, 


that he immediately returned to London, and left his man to 


diſcharge the whole reckoning at Kingſton.” 


To relate all the villainous tranſactions of the eco dia, 
would require a volume. 


Let us now return: to Wild, at his in in che Old- 


Bailey, where we left him in the year _= [3 
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off his people, as he uſed to call them, obeyed his or- 
ders in letting him into the ſecrets of their robberies, and 


committing the goods to his diſpoſal, he aſſured them, 
that they might depend upon his protection; and, indeed, 
he had ſo much honour, that to the utmoſt of his power, he 
always performed whathe promiſed them, This punctuality 
wo eſtabliſhed his credit, that if he ſent for any of them, with 
a promiſe of a ſafe conduct, they would go to him directly, 


though they knew it was in his power to hang them: when 
they « came, if they agreed with his propoſals, they parted good 


friends, but if they proved obſtinate, and though he had an 
informatien againſt them, he would ſay, I have given you 


my word, that you ſhould come and go in ſafety, and ſo you 


ſhall—but look to yourſelf, for when you fee me again, you 
ſee an enemy. 


Nor is it a wonder that he acquired ſo great an aſcendency 


over them, when he was not only willing, but generally able 


to keep his word, whether it was to hang them, or ſave them. 
If they had followed his inſtructions, they were ſure he would 


not diſturb them; and though they were apprehended by 
others, he ſeldom failed of procuring their diſcharge in a little 
time : he uſually got them to be admitted evidences, by pre- 
tending they were capable of making large informations againſt 
others, and in this caſe, if he found they were not ſufficiently 
provided with particulars, he would furniſh them with pri- 
va'e memorandums of his own : if by ſuch means he could 


not prevent their coming to a trial, he would ſome how 
contrive to keep the principal witneſſes againſt them out 
of the way, at the time when the priſoners were called 


to the bar, and then they would be diſcharged for want of evi- 
dence. 
But, .on the- other hand, when any of his people pre- 


ſumed to be independent, and took upon them to diſpoſe of 


what they ſtole, without conſulting him, and ſubmitting to 


his terms, or by any other act of rebellion, forfeited his fa- 
vour, they were ſure to feel the effects of it. In ſuch a caſe 


nobody could be ſo vigilant as Jonathan, to bring the offen- 


der to juſtice, and as he was well acquainted with all their 


places of feſort, there was no eſcaping his hands. 
Thus, by puniſhing the diſobedient, he not only got the 


reward allowed for convicting them, but eſtabliſhed his autho- 


rity over the others, and at "the fame time appeared to have 


ſome pretence to the character of Seng a ſerviceable man to 


the public. 
If ſome, -who could make tree with him, enn 


how he could carry on ſuch a trade of reſtoring ſtolen 


9 | 8 / - goods 


7 


they could get no other. 


and were equally ſurpri : 
chair under the piazzas of the chapel, with the ſeats and fur- 


| Newtoner's Lane; upon which, taking his man Abraham 


5 


22 JONATHAN WILD, for FrLons: 


| 2 without being in a confederacy with the thieves 7 : 


e would anſwer, I have, indeed, a large acquaintance 
among ſuch ſort of people, and when I hear that ſach a 
robbery has been committed at ſuch a time, and, that ſuch 
and ſuch goods have been taken away, I ſend to enquire af- 
ter the ſuſpected perſons, and order word to be left at the 
moſt likely places for them to hear of it, that if they will 
cauſe the goods to be carried to ſuch a place, they ſhall re 
ceive ſuch a reward, and no queſtions ſhall be aſked them : - 
and where is the harm of all this? I neither ſee the thief, nor 
receive the goods. This was his account of the matter, and 

We ſhall now deſcend to ſome particulars of his manage- 
ment. 1 | 8 5 e 
A lady went in her chair to pay a viſit in Piccadilly: 


The chairmen left the chair at the door, and waited for her 


return at a neighbouring ale-houſe, and while they were 
drinking, the chair, with the velvet ſeat and furniture, was 
carried entirely off. The chairmen immediately applied to- 


Wild, and aſter taking his uſual fee of a crown, he told 


them, that he would conſider of it, and deſired them to call 
in a day or two: they came accordingly; Wild inſiſted upon a 


cConſiderable reward, which they paid him, and then he bid 
them be ſure to attend the prayers at Lincoln's-Inn chapel 


the next morning. 1 went thither at the time appointed, 
ed and pleaſed to find their lady 's 


niture in the ſame condition as when they loſt it. 
On Saturday night, March 31, 1716, Mrs. Knap, a 


widow gentlewoman, and her ſon, coming from. Sadler's- 
Wells, were attacked in Jockey-Fields by five footpads, 


and ſhe was murdered. . A large reward was offered for 
diſeovering the villains. A little after this murder, 'T homas 
Middlethwaite, Eſq; was attacked in his coach near the 
Pindar of Wakefield, by the ſame rogues z but, upon his fir- 
ing a blunderbuſs, and wounding one of them, they diſperſed 
without robbing him. 5 | YH 
Jonathan immediately made it his bufineſs to find out 
the murderers: by the deſcription given him of ſome of 
them, he knew the whole gang, which were Will White, 
Tom Thurland, Jack Chapman, alias Ned Darvel, Tim 
Dun, and Iſaac Rag. On the Sunday ſe'nnight, after the 
fact, he received intelligence, that Will White, and ſeveral 
Other rogues were a merry-making at Jack Wetherly's caſe in 


JONATHAN WILD, for Fl. 323 
with him, he went thither and ſeized him, and brought hien 


away in a coach about midnight, As ſoon as he was lecured, | 


word was brought to Jonathan, that one James Aires, againſt 
whom he likewiſe had an information, was in company with a 
woman at the Bell-Inn in Smithfield. Wild and his aſſiſtants 


went thither, and were not diſpleaſed to find they were 


miſtaken in their man, for inſtead of Aires, the perſon proved 
to be Thurland. They met him under the gate-way, armed 
with two brace of piſtols ; but coming upon him ſuddenly, they 
prevented his firing. Next night they went to a caſe in 


White-Horſe-Alley in Drury-Lane, where they met wich 


Daruel, alias Chapman, who had been wounded in the arm 
by Mr. Middlethwaite. Soon after this, there being another 
information againſt Iſaac Rag for burglary, Jonathan found 
him at one of his haunts in St. Giles's: he was carried before 
a juſtice, where he informed againſt twenty-two of his ac- 
Complices, houſe-breakers, footpads, and receivers of ſtolen 
goods, upon which he was admitzed an evidence. In Jan. 
1714-15, Rag was convicted of a miſdemeanor, in entering 


tie yard of Thomas Powell, with an intent to ſteal his goods. 


He was found in a duſt-hole with a pritol, ſome matches, and 
ſeveral pick-lock keys upon him. His ſentence was to ſtand 
three times in the pitlory. In October, 1715, he was in- 
dicted for breaking the houſe of Elizabeth: Stanwell, Aug. 
24, but acquitted, Pn | | | 
On the 18th of May 1716, William White, Thomas 


Thurland, and John Chapman, alias Edward Darvel, were 


indicted, at the Seſſions-houſe in the Old-Bailey, for aſſault- 
ing John Knap, gent. on the highway, in the pariſh of 
St. Andrew's, Holborn, putting him in fear, and taking from 
him a hat and wig, March 31, 1716. 
They were a ſecond time indicted for the murder of 
Mary Knap, widow : White by diſcharging a piſtol loaded 
with powder and bullets, and thereby giving her one mortal 
wound, of which ſhe inſtantly died, May 31, 1716; and 
Tuhurland and Chapman for-aiding and aſſiſting him in the ſaid 
murder, RES ws e | ACRINGS. n 
They were a third time indifted for aſſaulting John 
Gough on the highway, and robbing him of a brown geld- 


ing, value five pounds, a ſuit of cloaths, and ſome mo- 


„ £55255 bee og th 
William White was a fourth time - indicted with James 


and ſtealing divers goods, April 1, 1716 - 
” Sſ2 | Jahg 


: - Ruſſel; for breaking and entering the houſe of George Barclay, 
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John Chapman was a fourth time indicted for breaking 


the houſe of Henry Croſs, and ſtealing five piſtols, March 3, 


171 16. ö a $-+ Fe! | | | 
3 pit and T þurland refuſed to plead, and ſtood obſtinately, 

withour ſpeaking or holding up their hands, upon which the 
court ordered the judgment to be read which, the law has 
appointed in ſuch caſes. The two priſoners however, con- 
tinued mute. The court directed their thumbs to be tied 
together with whipcord : this was done by two officers, wha 
drew the cord tight with their whole force, and fo held it 
for above a quarter of an hour. This working no effect, the 
court paſſed ſentence upon them to be preſſed to death. 
When they found by this, there was no eſcaping, they both 
pleaded, Not guilty, and afterwards challenged all the jury 
upon which a new jury was impanelled, and the witneſſes 
were ſworn, - ED 3 | 


| The firſt and ſecond Indictment. 


Mr. Knap. A gentleman, who had made my mother a 
viſit a few days before her death, among other things in con- 
verſation, was pleaſed to expreſs how well he had been ſatis- 
fied with the diverſion he had met with at Sadler's-wells, 
which made my mother very deſirous to fee it. Accordingly, 
on the evening that proved fatal to her, we both went thither; 
we ſtaid there till ten at night, and then J got a link at the 


bar, and lighting it, we came away together, Nothing hap= 
| pened till we got within forty yards of the houſes, near 
_ Gray's inn garden wall, and then we met with a ſoldier; we 


did not much like him, but he proved to be a very honeſt 
fellow: he paſſed us, and in an inftant, ſome fellows coming 
up, my link was blown out, my hat and wig were taken off, 


and I was knocked down, upon which my mother ſcreamed 


cut, and thereupon one of them fired a piſtol cloſe by me, 
and immediately 1 heard my mother cry, Lord help me ! help 


me! and then the rogues fled. I went to the houſes for help, 
and the ſoldier came to my aſſiſtance. Having lighted my 
link, I went back and found my mother upon the ground. 


Iſaae Rag. I and the. priſoners. were concerned in this 
fact; but White was the man that killed the gentlewoman, 
for each of us had a piſtol with a brace of bullets, and after 
the fact, we went to drink together, and- we all pulled out 
our piſtols to ſee who had fired, and we found that White had 
fiſcharged his; we aſked him why he did ſo? and he ſaid, 


. 


56 
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be did it to frighten the woman, and make ber hold her 


tongue. 
Another witneſs depoſed, that he heard White confeſs that 


he ſhot Mrs. Knap, tho? he ſaid, he did not intend 0 — 
only fired to frighten her. | 


The j Jury found them. guilty of both indiQments 
Third Indictment. | 


= Mr. Gur, F Holloway and the halfway-houſe, L 
was robbed by five or fix men; they took away my horſe, 


and all my cloaths. Thurland was one of them, and he pul- 
led off my breeches, and then they bound me naked as I was, 
and threw me into a field, where they left me without com- 
fort, but promiſed to ſend me ſome company. 


Iſaac Rag. I and the priſoners, and Tim Dunn and Will, 


Parker,- who are not yet taken, committed this robbery. 
The jury found them all ouilty of this indictment. 


White and Ruſſel were likewiſe, on Ragg's evidence, can 
victed of breaking Mr. Barclay's houſe. 

On the laſt indictment againſt Chapman, Ragg depoſed, 
that he and the priſoner broke open the houſe of Mr. Crafs, 
and ſtole the five piſtols, which were divided among the 820g 

that killed Mrs. Knap. 


The Jury found bim guilty of felony. 77 . g 5 | 


After. a 


White ſaid he was born i in Lai [+ ſerved. aboard ſe- | 


yeral men of war for 10 years, and owned he was guilty of 
the facts for which he ſuffered, but confeſſed nothing more. 

Chapman ſaid, he was born at Laytonſtone in Eſſex, and 
was by trade a gardener. He confeſſed himſelf guilty of 


\ 


the crimes he was convene of, but would own, nothing 


farther. | 


Thurland ſaid, he was barn at Hertford, was a miller by 


— and had ſome time kept a ſhop at Coleheſter. He ac- 
Tan meren the offences for which he was condemned. 


White, Chapman, and Thurland were hanged at. Tybu m, 
Ju une 8. OY White aged 34, — 32, and Thurland 
= 303 Ti. 
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303 Timothy Dunn was not yet taken, for he had removed 
his lodging, and kept himſelf fo cloſe, that not a word was 
to be heard of him at any of the caſes. But this did not diſ- 
courage Jonathan; he knew that the fellow could not live 


long in ſuch a private manner, for he muſt either follow the 


— 


old buſineſs, or ſtarve; and what is more, Jonathan offered 
to lay a wager of ten guineas that he would have him before 
the next ſeſſions; ſome of his acquaintance accepted the offer, 
and the money was depoſited. 

Dunn, grown weary of his confinement, and willing to 
know if Wild was ſtill in queſt of him, ſent his wife to get 
what intelligence ſhe could. She was acquainted at Mrs, 
Seagoe's, Where Jonathan Jodged, ſhe therefore went thi- 
ther and ſtaid all the afternoon. What information ſhe gain- 
ed is uncertain; but when ſhe went away in the evening, 


Wild ſent a man after her to dog her home. She took water 


at Black-Friars, and croſſed to the Faulcon. He followed in 
another boat. She ſuſpecting him, croſſed again to White- 
Friars. He was preſently after her, and ſhe perceiving it, 
took another boat to Lambeth. He ftill followed, but it be- 
ing now dark, and he keeping at a convenient diſtance, ſhe 
thought ſhe had loft him, and ſo went directly to her lodging 
in Maid-lane, near the bank-ſtde in' Southwark. But he 
watched her ſo narrowly, that he ſaw where ſhe went in, and 


ö that he might not miſtake the houſe the next day, he ſet a 


mark upon the door with a piece of oh; and then returned | 


with the news of his ſucceſs. 


Early in the morning Wild, his man Abrabam, — 


Riddleſden, an attorney, and another, went to Dunn's lodg- 
ing, which was up two pair of ſtairs. He, hearing them 


at the door, got out of his back window upon the roof of a 
pantry, the lower end of which was not above ſeven or eight 
Feet from the ground. Abraham getting into the back yard, 

and ſeeing Dun upon the tiles, fired a piſtol and wounded him 


in the ſhoulder, fo that he rolled down into the yard, and 


then, though there was no fear of his eſcaping, Riddleſden 


came and ſhot him in the face with ſmall ſhot. Thus Jo- 


nathan won the ten guineas, and Timothy was hanged. © 
This Riddleſden (or, as Wild calls him in his lift Riglef- 
den) was convicted of breaking into the Banqueting-houſe, 
und ſtealing plate from the communion-table ; but he ob- 
tained a pardon on condition of tranſporting himſelf within fux 
months. He went over ſea, but it was not long before he 
returned to England, and found means to marry the daugh- 
ter of a wealthy 88 at ä upon Tyne; ; 3 
r 
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"I he could get her ſortune into his own hands, he was diſ- 
covered and once more committed to Newgate. His wife 
followed him thither, and was brought to bed ia the goal ; 
but her friends hearing where ſhe was, fetched her away, and. 
Riddleſden ill requited her kindneſs in fuffering the hardſhips 
of a priſon for the ſake of his company : for he contracted 
an intimacy with the widow of Rich. Revel, one of the turn- 
keys of Newgate, and if I am not miſinformed, married 


her; but be that as it will, they lived together as man and 


wife. After making what intereſt be could, he was permit- 


ted to tranſport himſelf a ſecond time, upon which, taking 


Mrs. Revel with him, he went to Pennſilvania but in a 


little while, a quarrel ariſing betwixt them, ſhe left him, 


returned to London, and took a public-houſe in Golden- lane. 


Whither he went afterwards, or what became of him, is very 


uncertain, and we can only ſay, that we have not yet heard 


of his being hanged, : 


 Fonathan got a great deal of reputation, 2s well as a hand- 
ſome reward, by his courage and good management in this 


affair of madam Knap. He valued himſelf mych upon it, and 


thought it ſomething worth boaſting of, in his anſwer to the 


City Marſhal. 


pon all occaſions (ſays he) no perſon bas been more 


forward in apprehending and bringing to juſtice the boldeſt 


of criminals, even to the hazard of his life; particularly in 


the caſe of the barbarous murder of Mrs. Knap, and the 
breaking open the biſhop of Norwich's houſe.” 


But had he been thus forward on all oscaſions, (as he would | 


here inſinuate) he might have eſcaped that puniſhment which - 


actions of a different kind brought him to. 


InF ebruary, 1714-15, Robert Parrot, of St. James's Weſt- 

- minſter, was indicted for breaking and entering the Bu 

the right reverend Father in God, Charles, Lord Biſhop of 

Norwich, and ſtealing a pair of diamond ear-rings, a gold 
watch and chain, with plate and wearing apparel to a very 

great value, Auguſt 18, 1714. 


John Chance. The priſoner (who keeps a gin ſhop over- 


againſt the biſhop's houſe in King ſtreet, Weſtminſter) came 
to me. and ſaid, there was a large parcel of rich goods brought 
from Norwich to the biſhop's houſe, and that he knew it, be- 


cauſe he helped to unload them, and that he would ſhew me 


how to get into the houſe. We agreed upon the matter, 
and 0 bs apd 1, ard Will. . Who! is not yet taken, broke 


open 


ſe of 


= 
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open the houſe and ſtole the goods, which we fold to one 
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White, in Holborn. The ear-rings for 10l. and the plate for 
8. 6d. an ounce. * | 


Guilty; Death. He was afterwatds reprieved for Tran 


portation. 


Jonathan, in his liſt, calls this priſoner John, inſtead of 
Robert Parrot, and joins Will. Hoſkins with him, as if they 
were both concerned in the ſame facts, but in this he ſeems 
to be miſtaken, for, | | 


In December, 1724, William Hotkins was indicted for 
breaking and entering the houſe of Richard Downs, and ſteal- 
Ing 80 pair of ſilk ſtockings, and 40 pair of worſted ſtockings; 


November 2. The ſhop was broke open by boring holes, and 


D taking out ſome pieces of boards on the fide of the ſhop 


next Northumbetland-court; and part of the goods were found 
at the priſoner's lodgings. 5 33 
John Chance depoſed, That he and the priſoner committed 


the fact. Guilty. Death. 


Either Jonathan obſerved but little repulatity in keeping 


bis books, or elſe he truſted wholly to his memory, when he 


drew up this lift, for moſt of his ctiminals are miſplaced in 
reſpect of time; ſome are miſtaken, and others are charged 


with facts they never committed; the examining of all which _ 


has given me no ſmall trouble. - ' 5 
But not to tire the reader with running any farther back, 
or dwelling upon trifles, I ſhall now proceed to the trial of 


Goodman, alias Footman; who, (after Robert Parrot) was 
the next criminal of note that was apprebended by Wild, 


January 13, 1515-16, James Goodmad, alias Footman, and 


2 Stephens of Stepney, were indicted for aſſaulting Philip 


White on the highway, putting him in fear, and taking 


from him a bay gelding; a pair of ſpurs, and one ſhilling, 


December, 1715. 


Mir. White. On the gth of October laſt, between Strat⸗ 
ford and Ilford, I was met by three men on horſeback, I be- 


lieve Goodman was one of them. They took from me my 
Horſe, my ſpurs, and a ſhilling. On the 17th of December 


Following, I met the priſoner, Goodman, upon my horſe at 
Bow, in Middleſex, and John Stephens was with him. I ſent 


my ſervant to demand my horſe, and he going up to them, 


they both clapt ſpurs to their horſes, and . rode away, We 
_ purſued them, Goodman. flaſbed a piſtol at me, but it did 
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not 90 off. Then they quitted their horſes, and got over a 


ditch into a field, upon which, I gave my ſervant a ſmall gun, 
and ordered bis to purſue tho. which he did. Fhe pri- 


ſoners fired twice at him, but miſſed him; he fired at them, 
but miſſed likewife. D- nit, ſays one of the priſoners, we 
will kill or be killed, we won't be taken alive. Let s turn 


upon them, and fire again, for our lives are as good 25 theirs. 
Upon this, my man recharged his gun with ſome pebble- 
Nones, and, firing, wounded Goodman behind the head. He 


_ _ preſently fell down, and was taken, Another perſon, whoſe 


name was White, coming by, leaped the ditch, and purſued 
Stevens with a drawn hanger ; Stevens' perceiving himſelf 
hard put to it, preſented two piſtols at him; White bid him 


fire, but told him, if he mift, he would cleave his Kull; and 


thereupon Stevens dropped his piſtols, and ſurrendered, „We 
took from them two muſquetoons, a ſcrew piſtol, which was 
loaded with three bullets, and each of the other piſtols was 


charged with two, > + 


Goodman called two Witneſſes, 

The firſt. In November laſt four men came to my inn, and 
put up their horſes, one of which was the horſe claimed by. 
the proſecutor, and had a cut in his knee, and one 
Smith defired me to ſend for a farrier to cure the cut, which 
T did; then they all four went away, and left the horſe to the 
farrier's care, and, when he was cured, Smith's brother came 
and paid the farrier, and ordered me to deliver the horſe to 
Goodman. 

The ſecond witneſs was the farrier, who depoſed, That 


| Smith's brother paid him for the cure. 


But the jury being of opinion that theſe" witneſſes were 
Goodman' s 2ccomplices, they found him ag) 


Ader convidtion, he was put into the Bail- dock; Wa be- 
ing thought the ſafeſt place after the murder of Mr. Spurling 
in the hold. But, about ſeven o'clock on Saturday night, 
being a little before he was to receive ſentence, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſome other criminals in the ſame place, he threw 
himſelf over the top of the Bail- dock, and dropped upon the 
leads, from whence he got over the ſpikes into the ſeffions- 


= 


houſe yard, and ſo made his eſcape through the mobywith bis 
fetters on. About a month afterwards he returned to an ale- 


houſe in Holborn, to treat with a lawyer about commencing 
a ſuit 'againſt a carrier, Goodman, before his conviction, 


had given ſome money to this carrier to deliver to a woman 
he called his wife, in the country; but the carrier, hearing 


9 | | that 
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that he was convicted, did not deliver the money, but thought 
it more prudent to convert it to his own uſe. 

While Goodman was conſulting with his lawyer upon 
this affair, he was ſeen by ſomebody that knew him, and no- 
tice was immediately ſent to Wild, and the keepers of New- 
gate, who, joining their forces, came and ſecured him, tho” 
with no ſmall difficulty, for he made an obſtinate and deſ- 
pe ate reſiſtance ; but at laſt was overpowered, and at the 
next ſeſſions, was carried down to the Old-Bailey, and re- 
ceived ſentence of Death. 

He was 32 years of age; was born in Little-Harwood, in 
Buckinghamſhire. His parents were ſober, honeſt people, 
and gave him a virtuous education. He was put appren- 
tice to a carpenter, in Ayleſbury, whom he ſerved ſeven 
years. Soon after his time was out, he, with two more young 
fellows, went out one day in a frolick to hunt a deer, in or- 
der to have a veniſon paſty, and be merry over it; but one 
of them being taken, was made an evidence againſt him and 
his companion, who were convicted and fined 30l. a- piece; 
but not being able to pay it, they were committed to Ayleſ- 
bury goal for a year and a day. About two years after his 
diſcharge he married, and, coming into buſineſs, he lived in 
good reputation for about 9 years; but, then falling into ill 
company, he neglected his trade, and became very looſe and 
extravagant, by which be brought his wife and children to 
ruin. He confeſſed the fact of which he was convicted; and 
that he followed ſuch a conrſe of life for ten months before, 
in which time he had committed ſeveral robberies, but none 
very conſiderable. He begged 22 of God, and thoſe he 

had injured. 


He was. hanged at nee a 12, 171 OY with 
Joſeph Hutton, iy name is in „ e ii) and nine 
others. „ 
8 Abodt is 6 time „ Povel, a notorious broker, 
was apprehended : nd committed to Newgate, for attempting 
a burglagy near Golden- * Jonathan underſtanding that 
he was pretty fluſh of the cole, cauſed it to be intimated to 
him, that he expected him to come down, or ways and means 
would be found to have him topped. Arnold, not believing 
that it was in Wild's power to hurt him, dared him to do 
his worſt. And Wild, reſolving to convince him of his miſ- 
take, exerted his utmoſt diligence to find out whom he had 
robbed. It was not long before he heard that Mr. ag 

a glaſs- 
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a glaſs-grinder, at Fleet-ditch, was one, whoſe houſe had 


been broke open by Powel. Wild applied to Mr. Eaſtlick, 


a proſecution was agreed on, and a bill was found for the 
burglary...” This brought Powel to repentance, and ſo he ſtruck . 
up a peace with Jonathan, who had his own terms, and there- 
upon retracted his great zeal, and contrived an expedient for 
Powel' s deliverance. 

At the beginning of the ſeſſions at the Old- Bailey, Mr, 


Eaſtlick attended with his witneſſes: but Wild perſuaded 


them that on the firſt and ſecond days the court would be 


taken up with other trials, and therefore they need not loſe 


their time in waiting at the Seſſion s-houſe, but he would give 
them timely notice when Powel's trial came on. They de- 
pended upon this; but in the mean time, Jonathan ſo ma- 
naged the matter, that Powel was brought to the bar. The 
witneſſes were called, but none appeared, and Wild, who 


was then in court, declared that he knew not what was be- 


come of them. The priſoner was taken away again, and af- 


terwards brought a ſecond time, and fo a third, but till no 
witneſſes appeared; at laſt, the jury were charged with him, 
and for want of evidence, be was acquitted, and the court 


ordered the proſecutor's recognizance to be eſtreated. But 
Mr. Eaſtlick, hearing of this management, the next morning 

applied to the court; upon which Wild was ſeverely repri- 
manded, and Powel was ordered to remain till che next ſeſ⸗ 
ſions, when he endeavoured to elude a trial, by putting him- 
ſelf in a ſalivation; but that not availing him, he was tried 
for, and convicted of. a wo gt and was N at Tyburn, 
March 20, 17162 17. 


Wild had now left his eos at Mrs. 8 Seagoe's, and taken 
a houſe on ſhe other ſide of the ways next to the Coop 8— 


5 Arms. 


#. 


{ 

Thus Jonathan, to . his pretences of ſerving the pub- 
lic, as well as for other purpoſes, found it neceſſary now and 
then to hang up two or three of his, people; but this was 
inſufficient. to conceal his other praQiſes. His encouraging 
felons, and trading in ſtolen goods, were by this time too well 
known to be longer ſuffered with impunity. 

And accordingly this year, 1718, (the fourth? of king 
George I) an act was paſſed, ſor the farther preventing rob- 


be ries, burglaries, and other felonies, and for the more ef- 


fectual tranſportation of ſelons: by a clauſe in which, it was 
made felony for 28 perſons to take a reward under pretence 
go I Ho of 


— 
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of reftoring ſtolen goods, except ſhey proſecuted the felons 
| who ſtole them. | 


It was generally thought that this would ruin Jonathan 0 
buſineſs, and indeed it proved a damp to it for a While; but 
it was not long before he ventured to enliven it gain. It is 
true, he acted with much more caution than before, and conſe- 
quengly altered ſome of his meaſures, by which he thought 
to evade the law. 

| When people had been two or three times with him, 
in queſt of what they had loſt, he would tell them, that 
be had made enquiry after their goods, and thereupon 
had received information, that if ſuch a ſum of money 
was ſent to ſuch a place, the goods would be delivered to 
the perſon who carried it. This being agreed on, a porter 
Was called, the money put into bis hands, and directions 
were given him to go and wait at the corner of the ſtreet; 
when he came to the place appointed, or perhaps in his way 
thither, he was met by ſomebody who delivered bim the 
goods upon his paying the money. : | 

At other times, perhaps the owners of the ode, as 
they were going home, were oyer-taken by a ſtranger, who 
put the goods into their hands, and at the ſame time a note, 
in which was writ the ſum of money they were to pay for 
them. | 5 

But in ſome Dazzrdehss caſes he commonly put the dats 
themſelves upon taking the firſt ſtep, by advertiſing what 
goods they had loſt, and offering a reward to any one who 
would bring them to Jonathan Wild, who was thereby im- 
powered to receive them without aſking queſtions. 

In the two former caſes he neither ſaw the thief, nor re- 
ceived the goods, nor took the money 3 and in the latter, the 
principal part was the perſon's own act, and he appeared no 
otherwiſe than as a friend, in whoſe honour he could ſafely 
confide; and in ſerving people this way, there was no ne- 
ceflity of ſuppoſing him to be a confederate with the felons 

who had robbed them. 

| When you had got your goods, and e to know 

what he muſt have for his trouble, he would tell you with an 
air o indifference, you might do as you pleaſed, he demanded 
nothing; be wes glad it had been in his power to ſerve you; 
what he had done was from a principle of doing good, and 
without any views of ſelf-intereſt ; and if you. thought fit to 


| make bim a preſent, it Poul be 128 own act, the * 
3 
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feR of your generoſity, and he ſhould not take it as a reward, 
but merely as a favour. 88 
As he nad ſometimes cuſtomers from the other end of the 
town, to ſave them the trouble of coming ſo far as the Old- 
Bailey, or perhaps for ſome. other reaſon, he took an of- 
fice in Newtoner's-Lane, and placed his man Abraham in it ; X 
but, in a quarter of a year, Mi. Wild's buſineſs grew fo 
briſk, that he was obliged to ſend for his man home again to 
aſſiſt him. a ; 
Abraham had the character of a very faithful and induſtrious - 
| ſervant to his maſter, and was entruſted in affairs of the 
_ greateſt conſequence, and not undeſervedly, as we ſhall ſee 
in the following inſtance. | . = 
Jonathan had been ſo fatigued in the late burry of buſineſs, 
that his health was much impaired, and it was thought neceſ- 
ſary for him to enjoy a little eaſe, and take the benefit of the _ 
country air. | | 
Accordingly, leaving Abraham to ſupply his place, he took 
lodgings at Dulwich. . | 
W hile he was there, a gentlewoman, in going to the South- 
Sea-Houſe, had her pocket picked of bank-notes to the value 
of ſeven thouſand pounds. As ſoon as ſhe miſſed them, ſhe 
went to Jonathan's houſe, and applied to his man. He 
deſired her to give him the particulars of the notes, and 
the beſt deſcription that ſhe could of the perſons who were 
near her a little before or after ſhe miſſed them. This be- 
ing done, he promiſed to make a diligent enquiry, and fo 
he did to ſome purpoſe; for in a few days, three pick- 
pockets were taken with all the notes upon them, and car- 
ried down to Jonathan, who thought fit to diſcharge them 
upon delivering up all their effects The notes were returned 
to the owner; but Jonathan got four hundred pounds by the 
bargain. | 3 | 
Theſe three were afterwards tranſported for other of- 
fences. One of them had ſpoke with a bank-note for 10001. 
and be carried it with him to Maryland, where he bought 
his liberty, and then went to New-York, and ſet up for a 
gentleman, * 5 „ 


1 


8 Bailey. | | 
One night, about this time, a mercer, at the corner 
of Lombard-ſtreet, ſent a porter with a box of rich goods, 
| to the value of two hundred pounds, or more: three thieves 
Who were out upon the kid-lay, took notice of him, and had 
| * 065 | . a great 


= 


| Jonathan, being pretty well recovered, returned to the Old- 
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a great mind to ſpeak with the box; upon which, one of 
them, who was well dreſſed, goes up to him: Porter, ſays he, 
can you ſtep a little way, and I will give you ſix-pence ? Yes, 
Sir. Do ſo much then as go to the tavern at the end of the. 
ſtreet, and deſire the drawer to give you the roqueleau that the 
gentleman left in the bar—you ſhall carry my watch for a 
token: you may ſet your box down upon this bulk, and I will 
of it till ye come back: but whatever you do make 
K. | ER | 
The porter pitches his burthen, runs to the tavern, en- 
_ quires for the roqueleau ; but nobody there knew any thing 
of the matter: may be, ſays he, you are afraid to truſt me 
with it; but the gentleman has ſent a very good token—here is 
his gold watch—gold !—blood ! it is nothing but pewter lac- 
quered over. As ſoon as he found this he begun to fear he 
was bit, and hurried back as faſt as he could, but he came too 
late, for neither the gentleman nor the box were to be met 
with. Lord ! ſays he to himſelf, what muſt T do ? What 
account ſhall I give to my maſter ? I muſt never let him 
know what a ſenſeleſs dog I have been, to be gulled at this 
rate; I muſt invent ſome excuſe, I muſt forge ſome lie or 
other to bring myſelf off, or I am an undone man. At laſt 
he came to a reſolution ; rolled himſelf in the dirt, went 
home, and told his maſter two fellows had knocked him 
down, and run away with the box. The ſtory was pro- 
bable, and gained credit. The mercer applied to Wild, and 
told him the ſame ſtory. Look you, Sir, ſays Wild, this 
porter of yours is a lying raſcal, and if you will ſend for him 
hither, I will convince you of it. The porter was ſent for, 
Abraham took him into a room, betwixt which and the next 
room, where Jonathan had placed the mercer, there was 
only a thin partition, ſo that what was ſaid in one might eaſily 
be overheard in the other. Honeſt friend, ſays Abraham, 
your maſter was here juſt now about a box; we wanted to 
know ſome particulars that he could not inform us of, and ſo, 
before he went, he ſent word for you to come hither, Now, 
if you will tell us how you loft the box, and what ſort of 
| perſons took it from you, ſomething may be done. Why 
two or three fellows came up to me, and knocked me down, 
and ran away with it. If they knocked you down, it 1s 
a robbery, and therefore I am afraid they will not ven- 
ture to come in and return the goods. Why ſo ? Becauſe 
they ſtand a fair chance to be hanged: but come, you may 
as well tell the whole truth at one, for if you do not, we ſhall 
find it out ſome other way. Do you know nothing aa ; 
| | | token 
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token? A token yes, was there no ſuch thing as a watch 
given you by. a gentleman, for a token to fetch his roqueleau 
from a tavern? —Why indeed that is the very caſe; but how 
the d-v-I came you to know it? I believe in my conſcience 
you are a witch. Well, you may go home again now, and 
we will try what we can do. 

One of thoſe who were concerned in cheating the por- 
ter, lived at that time in Wild's old houſe in Cock- Alley. 
Wild and Abraham went thither, and liſtening at the door, 
they heard the man and his wife a ſcolding. You b—h, 
ſays he, I will go to Holland to-morrow. Wild imme- 
diately puſhed open the door, and ſaid, Will you by G—d ! 
but you ſhall not, and fo conducted him to the Compter. 
Next day the mercer had his goods again; Wild was ſatis- 
fied for his trouble, and the priſoner was diſcharged. 

Abraham was Jonathan's oldeſt ſervant z but he had ſe- 
veral other alltants, among whom Quilt Arnold was the moſt 
noted. 
uſineſs now 1 031 in upon ee rom all quarters, in- 
ſomuch that he found it neceſſary to take a larger houſe, and 
accordingly removed to a more convenient habitation, the 
King's-Head, in the Old-Bailey, 

His convicting Holliday did not prevent others from lay- 
ing another temptation before him ; for in lefs than a week's 
time, two women came to him with a ſcheme for breaking a 
| houſe ; but they, as well as Holliday, being ſtrangers to him, 
and not having proper credentials, he thought it by no means 
adviſeable to fall in with their propoſals, and therefore very 


prudently made a merit of his fear, and ſhewed them the way 
to o Newgate. : 
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In February, 1718-19, Margaret Dowell, alias Dod- 
well, and Alice Wright were indicted for a miſdemeanor, 
in adviſing and endeavouring to perſuade Jonathan Wild, to 
break and enter the houſe of John Cook, and Real his goods, 
Jan. 23, 1718-19. 

Jonathan Wild. On the 23d or 24th of laſt month, the 
"priſoners came to my houſe, and ſaid they wanted to ſpeak 
with me in private; upon which I looked at them very ear- 
neſtly, and perceiving one of them to be with child, I did 
not know but ſhe might want a father for it: however, 1 
took them aſide, and deſired them to tell me their buſineſs. 
Why, ſays Dowdell, 1 have loſt nothing, but yet I want to 
find ſomething. 1 believe I can help you to a thouſand 
i Ty 1 I don't doubt of making it many thouſands, 


if 
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if you will be ruled by me. O by all means, ſays I, and I ſhall - 
think myſelf very much obliged to you, for putting me in the 
Way: pray, what is to be done? Why you mult procure me, 
ſays ſhe, two or three ſtout fellows. Very well, ſays I, and 
how then? Why then, ſays ſhe, the buſineſs is to break 
open the houſe, and take the money. It is the houſe of John 
Wood, a cane chair-maker, in Wormwood-ſtreet, near 
Biſhopſgate ; and he has a lodger, an ancient maiden gentle- 
woman, that has got ſome thouſand pounds in her box, under 
the bed where ſhe lies. Now there is a ſaw-pit in the ſhop, 
and the only way will be for one of the fellows in the evening, 
to take an opportunity of hiding himſelf in this ſaw- pit, which 
he may do very eafily. and ſo in the dead of the night 
he may let in his companions; and then they muſt take care 
to ſecure two ſturdy apprentices, and a boy that lodges in the 
garret, for they will be apt to be very refractory : but I beg 
this may be done, if poſſible, without committing murder, — 
Phoo ! ſays Alice Wright, eople that go upon ſuch: matters 
- muſt do as well as they can; they muſt take care of them- 
ſelves, and act as they ſhall ſee beſt for their own ſecurity, — 
Nov, when theſe boys are ſecured, it is the eaſieſt thing in 
the world to come at the old gentlewoman's- money; for ſhe 
is gone into the country to fetch more, and her room is un- 
derneath where the boys lie :—then oppoſite to her room, is 
the room where Mr. Cook and his wife lie; but you muft 
tanke 2 particular care of him, he is a deviliſh reſolute man, and + 
it might not be much amiſs, if he were knocked on the 
head: and when that is done, you may find money in his 
. drawers, for he never is without. Right under his room lies a 
gentlewoman and a ſmall child; but I muſt deſire of you, 
that neither ſhe nor the child may be hurt and ſo muſt I too, 
. . ſays Dowdell, for I would not have them come to any harm 
fer the world. When I heard all this, I thought it was pro- 
per to take care of my chaps. 155 | . 
Mrs. Cook, Mr. Wild came and informed me of this de- 
* - ' gn, and deſcribed ail the rooms in my houſe as exactly as if 
be had lived there. Dowdell had been my lodger five months, 
and, though-ſhe was behind-hand in her rent, 1 was. unwilling 
to turn her out becauſe I knew ſhe was very poor, and might 
be hard put to it to get another lodging; but at laſt ſhe went 
away of ber own accord, without giving me notice; or offer- 
ing to pay me any thing. When ſhe and the other priſoner 
were carried beſore the lord- mayor, they both confeſſed the 
whole matter. My „ 


9 . Dorodel! 
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| Dowdell called ſeveral to her character. They depoſed, 

that ſhe was a captain's widow, ahd had forme 
. good credit, but was now reduce. 

Wright dalled one witrieſs, who ſaid, he knew nothing 

more of her, thah that ſhe had lived in two or three places 


| Where he was acquainted, and that ſlie had had 4 child by 2 


gentleman whom he knew. 


The jury found them both guilty of the miſgemeanor, 
ahd the court ordered, that they ſhould ſuffer ſix months 


1 * 


impriſonment. | 


4A pentleman having loſt his ſword from his fide, applied 


to Wild for his aſſiſtance. Having depoſited his ctowit *kE 


was aſked, with a ſolemn air, whete it was he loſt it) He 
named the place, and upon that Jonathan turns about to his 


man Quilt Arnold, and ſays, Who can this be? When all 


our people are gone down to Briſtol fair? Quilt Arfiold, pau 


fing a little, atiſwered, I'll be Hanged if it is not Sam. Lynn 
fot I ſaw him in the ftreet yeſterday: Did ye ſo? (fays Wild 
why then that's the raſcal, I'Il watrant ye; and then, turning 
to the gentleman, ſir, ſays he, if you'll call in a day ar two, 


' ybu ſhall hear more of it. The gentleman came accbrding 
to appointment. Faith (ſays Jonathan) I can't hear of the 
young dog; but I believe he is gone aftet the reſt to the fair, 


add if he is, as ſoon as he comes up again; I dot?t Nr 
but J ſhall help you to your ſword. When the affair was 


news of it, till at laſt Jonathan told him the rogue had ſold it 


he nor the ſword was now to be found. | 


Not long after this, Jonathan miſſed another very uſeſul 


hand. He had minuted down in his books 435 watch, a 
parcel of fine lace, and ſeveral othef things 


neglected coming to account, and no news was to be heard 
of him for two or three months. Jonathan ſwotre he would 


be up with him for his ingratitude; and accordingly ſpared 
nd pains in hunting after him; but, as Jack had retifed from 
buſineſs; it was no eaſy matter to meet with him. However? 
. hearing that at laſt he lodged at an ale-houſe in Biſnopſgate- 
ſtreet, he got a warrant, and, taking two of three” to affiſt 
him, went thither betimes in the morning, aud gaining an” 
eaſy admittarice at the ſtreet door, he went foremoi up ſtairs, 


F 


oo V u with 


ny lived in 


* 


over, the gentleman went 2gain and again, but could hear no 


x 


vpon the road, tb raiſe money to carry him down; and neither 


| | 0 great valuez 
which this raſcal (whoſe name was Jack Butfet) had made 
upon the lodging-lay at Newingtonzgreeh 3 and yet he wholly. 
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a piſtol in his hand, though not ſo ſoftly but Butler heard 
him, upon which he jumped out of bed, flipped on his coat, 
breeches, and ſhoes, and getting out of the window, (which. 
was but one ſtory high) dropped into the yard, climbed over 


the wall into the ſtreet, and run acroſs the way into a dyer's. 


ſhop, and ſo through to a waſh-houſe, where ſome women 
were waſhing. He told them he was purſued by bailiffs, and 


| begged they would let him hide himſelf. The good women 


pitied his. caſe, and directed him to the coal hole. In the 
mean time Jonathan had wrenched open the door, and found 


that Butler had given him the ſlip, and, what was more, he; 


knew not which way to follow him ; however, he made as 
much haſte as he could down ſtairs, and ſceing nothing. of 
him in the ſtreet, be concluded he muſt have taken refuge in 


ſame houſe not far off. At laſt he ſaw the dyer's door open, 


upon which he goes over, and, meeting with the man of the; 
hpuſe, acquainted: him with what had happened, and: ſaid, he 
believed the rogue muſt have ran in there, decauſe (it being 
early in the morning) he ſaw no other door open thereabouts. 
He cant. be here, (ſays the dyer) for I have not been out of . 
the ſhop. above a minute. Sir (ſays Jonathan) that muſt be 
the very time de flipped in, and therefore I beg you would 
give me leave to ſearch for him. T he dyer bid him ſearch, 
and welcome. | t 
Jonathan and his aſſiſtants went in, and finding the women 


in the waſh-houſe, enquired. of them if they had ſeen ſuch a 


fellow: they denied-it ſtiffly, till he ſatisfied them the man 


he wanted was a thief, and then they adviſed him to look in 
the coal-hole. Jonathan took a candle, and looked all round, 


it to no purpoſe. Then be went into the cellar, and 
ſearched every corner of it, but ſlill the man was not to be 
found., He examined the kitchen, the ſhop, and every other 
place where he thought-1 it was poſſible for the fellow to be hid, 
and yet all was labour in vain. He was heartily. vexed, and 


ſwore he was never ſo foiled in his life before. He told the 
der he believed the rogue Was got out again. That's im- 


poſũble ſaid the dyer, for I have been in the ſhop ever ſince, 
and if he went down ſtairs, he muſt be there ſtill, for there's . 
no other way out but at this door, and he could not come 
this way without my ſeeing him; and therefore I'd adviſe. Jen 
to look in the cellar; again, and IU go with ye. Down they 
all went, and the dyer turning up a large tub which he — 4 4 
in his trade, immediately Butler made his appearance. So, 


Mr, fon of a b— have I caught you at laſt? ſays ec 


than; W have Je. done with the * watch, the lace,. a xt 
| 1 t 
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the other moveables that ye ſtole out of your Jodgings, ye 
runnagate raſcal? You ſhall certainly ſwing for it: Fake 
care of you, if there's never another rogue in England. But, 
notwithſtanding theſe menaces, Jack knew the ſecret of calm- 
ing Jonathan's wrath, and therefore calling him afide, If 
you'll ſtep to my room again, ſays he, and look behind the 
zed*s-head, you may find ſomething that will make you a- 
mends for your trouble. Jonathan went, and was well fatis- 
fied with what he found; but, as Butler was apprehended in 
ſo p'tblic a manner, it was neceſſary to carry him before a 
_ Juſtice, the juſtice committed him to Newgate 3 and by good 
management, inſtead of being hanged, he was only tranſ- 
orted, 5 | ; 
x; Jonathan one day, going to an inn in Smithfield, obſerved 
a large trunk in the yard, and imagining there might be ſome- 
thing of conſiderable value in it, he goes home, and orders: 
Jerry Rann (of whom we have taken ſome notice above) 
to go and ſpeak with it: Rann dreſſes himſelf like a porter, 
and brings it off. It belonged to Mr. Jarvis, a whip-maker 
in that neighbourhood, and he had ſent it to the inn, to- be 
carried down into the country ; but, hearing that ſomebody. | 
had ſtole it, he applied to Wild, who, after a great many de- 
lays, helped him to moſt of the goods again for ten guineas. 
Wild and Ranp quarrelling ſoon afterwards, Wild found means 
to have him changed ; but the day before his execution, he 
ſent for Mr. Jarvis, and diſcovered the whole affair to bim. 
Mr. Jarvis was the more inclinable to believe this account, 
becauſe his own ſervant informed him, that Wild was at the 
inn, when the trunk was laid down there. It was reported, 
that Wild was threatened with a proſecution for this; but Mr. 
Jarvis dying ſoon after, the deſign died with him. 
It is faid, that Jonathan, reſolving to carry on a trade to 
Holland and Flanders, purchaſed a floop, and put in the fa- 
mous Roger Johnſon, to command her; that he carried over 
gold watches, rings, ſnuff-boxes, and other plate, and ſome- 
times perhaps Bank notes, which had been ſpoke with by the 
way of the mail. His chief wh ort was Oftend, from 
whence he travelled up to Bruges, ene Bruſſels, and other 
conſiderable towns, where he diſpoſed of his effects, ef 
in a Jading of hollands, and other goods; returned to England, 
and uſually brought his cargo to land in the night, without 
giving the leaſt trouble to the officers of the Cuſtom-houſe. 
This buſineſs was carried on pretty ſucceſsſully for about 
two years, when. by ſome miſmanagement, te pieces of 
Holland were loſt, and * ſtopped the value . | 


/ 
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of the mate's wages. The mate was ſo provoked at this, that 
he went immediately, and gave information of Johnſon's run- 
ning a vaſt quantity of goods; whereupon the veſſel was ex- 
Enequered, and Johnſon was caſt in 7ool. damages, and this 
put an end to his trading to Holland. 1 


There had long been great animoſity betwixt Johnſon and 
Tom Edwards, who kept the caſe in Lopg- lane. Johnſon 
was expert at the paſſing-lay, and Edwards at the waggon- 
by. Edwards was indefatigable in his calling, for he would 
ſometimes follow a waggon for 100 miles together: he always 
lay at the ſame inn where the waggon put up, and when e- 
very body elſe was in bed, he would creep down from his 
room, and take a box or a portmanteau out of a waggon, 
unbar. the. inn gates, carry his booty into ſome private field, 
and plant it under a hedge, and ſo return privately to his own 
bed again. One evening, as he was coming out of the Black- 
lion ale-houſe in the Strand, which was then kept by — 
Butler, (the brother of Tom Butler, who received his pardon 
in order to he an evidence againſt Wild) he met with John- 
fon and ſeized him, and, charging him with felony, carried 
him to à tavern: Johnſon ſent for one of Wild's men, who 
came, with a conſtable and a warrant againſt Edwards, and 
carried bim before a juſtice, who committed him to the 


Compter. . 
I am not certain how this affair ended; but, ſome time 
afterwards,* Edwards, having intelligence of a large quantity | 


of valuable ſtolen goods, which it ſeems were planted in one. 
of Jonathan's private ware-houſes, got a warrant and ſeized 
them, Jonathan was fo provoked. at this, that, tho? he di 
not think proper to claim the goods as his own, yet he tool 
put an action under the name of Johnſon, to whom he ſaid 
the goods belonged, arreſted Edwards, and threw him into 
the Mar alſea, where he lay one night, but next day gave 
bail for his appearance, 58 
Edwards vowed revenge. He got ſeveral informations a- 
Kainſt Jahinſon, and only wanted to find where he was. 
Aſter a long. ſearch to no purpoſe, he accidentally met with 
bim in the road at Stratford, upon which he ſeized him, 
and, ſending for a conſtable, carried him into the Three- 
. "Crawns ale-houſe hard by. _ Johnſon ſent a meſſenger to in- 
form Wild of what had happened. id and his man Q. ilt 
Arnold, went down directly to Jobnſon; a quarrel aroſe, and 
Johnſon made his eſcape. 5 ©. ' 
An information was made againſt Wild for his manage- 
ment in this affair, and he, receiving ſome information of it, 
fFbſeonded for three weeks; and then, imagining the danger 
= | Was 
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| was over, ventured to appear again in public ; but he found 


himſelf miſtaken; for the high-conſtable of Holborn, hearing 
that he was returned to his own houſe, went thither with the 


two Willis's, and apprehended him and his man Quilt Arnold. 


They were carried before a magiſtrate and committed to 
Newgate. From this inſtant Jonathan' O cunning and courage 


forſook him. 


Of the proceedings againſt him from this time, to the time 
of receiving ſentence, we have already given a more exact 
and full account than ever appeared in public before. We 


are now come to take notice of his behaviour under con- 


demnation, and ſhall begin with the following elegy. 
Fl The Complaint of JoNATHAN WIII. | 


| CONF IN'D within that dark and dreary cell, 
Where. terrors reign, and where no comforts dwell ; 
Where ominous viſions wretched ſouls affright, 
Halters and gibbets painting to the ſight: 
—_— ſome in tears lament, and others ſwear, 
While honeſt Purney. “ reads aloud a pray'r; 


Of life deſpairing, conſcious of deſert, 


Sad Wild now vents the anguiſh of his heart : 
Thus of his inauſpicious fate complains, 
As. he with gloomy brow ſurveys his chains. 
Ungrateful country] zealous for thy ode 

How often have I hazarded my blood ? 
Nor have I. arms alone, but arts employ'd, 

_ words, piſtols, and damnation have defy'd. 
Warm in thy cauſe, of dangers not afraid, 


low great a ſlaughter has by me been made 7 


Witneſs, ye records, of this horrid doom, 
Nor let it be forgot in days to come; 
By me thrice thirty have in halters dy d, 
I ſeiz'd them, and in vain teſcape they try d; 3 
' ?T was I who evidences did prepare, ; 1 
And to tho purpoſe taught them what to bee. 99 
Ye Britons! curs'd with an unthankful ons - 
For ever to exalted merit blind, 7 
Is thus your conſtant benefactor fpurn'd? 3 
Are thus his faithful ſervices return'd ? 
This dungeon his reward for labours paſt, _ 
And Tyburn his full recompence at laſt? _ | 
More generous Blueſkin !——O, that thy mY 


Thomas Purney, Ordinary of e 
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3-4 O, that ſucceſs had crown'd the ftroke you gave! 
- 'Fhen had I gone with honour $o the grave | 
How will the crowds, that J have ſent before, | 
Triumph to meet me on th'infernal ſhore ! 

At me what looks inſulting will they caſt, 
And fneering cry, —Old friend, you're come at laſt! 
But ſure, eer long, the time will come again, 
When watches ſhall be loft in Drury-lane; W 
Snuff- boxes, finely painted, miſs their way, 
And rings and pocket - books ſhall go aſtray : 
When Phillis at the ball or maſquerade 
Shall loſe a preſent by ſome lover made: | 
Then you, — unthinking monſters i—you, that now 
Exult at my unpitied overthrow, 8 
Then you'll repent too late: you then, in vain, 
- Will with te have your Jonathan again | 
But you, my faithful ſervants every where, 
Whom I have train'd up with a father's care, 
Sure you ſome grateful ſentiments will have, 
And drop a tear upon your maſter's grave! £1 
From rags, and ſaunt'ring bare legg'd up and down, 
With pockets never bleſs'd with half-a-crown ; 


From felling fave-alls, pimping at poor ſtews, 
From raking kennels, and from blacking ſhoes ; | 
Twas I that rais'd ye you by me were made 4 
. Succeſsfulcartiſts in a thieving trade: IJ 
J taught ye to lead comfortable lives, The = 
Io keep a train of whores, and ſtarve your wives: = 
Go on and proſper, bravely play your parts, fr 
Nor leave unpractis'd any of your arts: p 
Be rogues renown'd, and trample on the laws, | f 
And, like true bloods, revenge your patron's cauſe. e 
The Ordinary's Account of JonaTHaAn WILD. ' | c 
This malefaQor, after his conviction, affirmed, that he c 
had faſted” upwards of four days, which, together with his t] 
lameneſs and indiſpoſition, had rendered him unable to attend q 
the ſervice of God in the chapel. He endeavoured to con- w 
vince people, that at Wolverhampton he knew ſeveral perſons . 
that would have proved his friends, had he thought his caſe Ka 
dangerous, and timely applied to them: but as he carried on 3 
the ſame practices above a dozen years, and was now grow- lie 
ing old, he could not be made to believe he ſhould ſuffer at at 
laſt, for what he had publickly done unpuniſhed ſo long. 3 + 
ne Wes DIE: 1 
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be was then told by a gentleman, that he had artfully evaded; 
the Jaw, and eſcaped juſtice z which juſtice had ſome time 
ſince overtaken one Thompſons who was executed for earry- 
ing on ſuch practices but a very ſhort time. That he ought 
to have taken warning when he was firſt committed priſoner , 
to the Compter, where, he ſhould have obſerved the miſery 
of vicious peòple, inſtead of learning their ways, endeavour- 
ing to underſtand them and their practices, and afterwards 
aſſociating with them. He replied, that his buſineſs was do- 
ing good in recovering loft goods; that as he had regaingd-+ | 
things of great value for dukes, earls, and lords, he thought; 
he deſerved well. That he had apprehended the greateſt and, 
moſt pernicious robbers the nation was ever moleſted by, and 
had wounds and ſcars ſtill remaining in his head, body, and 
legs. He appeared to be very much diſordered and confuſed. 
in his thoughts, which he, faid was owing to thoſe: wounds, 
and in particular to two fractures in his ſkull which diſordered: 
his brain, tho' covered with ſilver plates. He never went 
to chapel during the whole time that he continued under ſen- 
tence of death, ſaying, he was lame, and unable to ſuppart ; - 
himſelf on his legs, and much more unable to.go up ſo far. 
Another reaſon he added was, that certain enemies of his a 
mong the crowd, would not only interrupt his prayers by 
pointing, whiſpering,' &c. but would, he believed, inſale 
bim, and, if they dared, would raiſe a tumult; therefore as. 
he knew to pray to God without attention or regard, war 
worſe than wholly to omit prayers : and as he could not at- 
tend his duty amidſt ſo vaſt a crowd as appeared in the cha- 
pel, he earneſtly deſired he might not be carried to the cha- 


* 


7 


pel, and accordingly he was not. He kept the other male- 
factors in order and regularity, no interruption happening 
either at prayers, or when the word of God was reading. 
The day before he died, he deſired he might receive the ſa- 
crament, at which time he enquired the meaning of the 
words, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree ; alſe con- 


e cerning the diſpoſition of the ſoul when firſt ſeparated from 
is the hody, and the local ſituation of the other world, and more 
= queſtions of ſuch a nature: but he was anſwered, that they! 
- were matters of leſs actual moment and importance than 

18 bother things he might employ his time about; he yyas-adviſed-- 
e rather to. repent of his ſins, to read and ſtudy Chriſt's. paſſions. 
n muesrits and atonement, and the infinite juſtice as well as un- 
-ͤͥ ·mmä limited, mercy. of Almighty. God. He appeared ſomswhat 
t attentivs to the prayers, eſpecially before he had ſome expes - 
at 1 ern ; | 8 1.9” <4 ta tione 
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tations of a reprieve, and after he found that all expectations 
* The evening before he ſuffered, he enquired how the 
noble Greeks and famous Romans, who ſlew themſelves, 
came to be ſo glorious in hiſtory, if ſelf murder be a crime? 
He was defired to conſider, that the wiſeſt and moſt learned 
heathens—called felf-murder cowardice, in not ſuſtaining the 
misfortunes that Providence laid upon human nature, and that 
Chriſtianity is much more expreſs againſt ſuicide.” He con- 
felled that ſelf-murder was impiety, but his confeſſion ap- 
peared to be hypocriſy ; for, about two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, he endeavoured to prevent his execution by drinking 
laudanum; but the largenefs of the draught, together witlt 
his having faſted before, inſtead of deſtroying him imme=- 
diately, was the cauſe of his not dying by it. 
% At the place of execution, Wild rendered himſelf de- 
 Iious by poiſon, but began to recover himſelf and united 
with other criminals. in the public prayers, as well as 
= tumult and clamour of the occaſion would give them 
leave.” © | 7 | 15 
Thus far the chaplain. His account ef Jonathan in his 
laſt hours is very ſhort, and therefore we ſhall be a little more 
After taking the liquid laudanum, he grew ſo drowſy, 
that he could not hold up his head, nor keep open his 
eyes at prayers. Two of his fellow priſoners, perceiving 
dis © diſorder, endeavoured to rouſe him: they took him 
by the arms, and perſuaded him to ſtand up and walk a 
lietle, which as he was lame of the gout, he could not do 
without their aſſiſtance. This motion awakened him a little, 
and then his countenance turned very pale, lie ſweated vio- 
lently, and grew exceedingly faint add. lick; ſoon after which 
he vomitted till he had thrown up the greateſt part of the 
laudanu m. e e . | 
After this he recovered a little, but ſtill was drowſy, 
and almoſt infenfible of what he ſaid or did, and in this 
| 2 he was put into the cart, and conveyed to Ty- 
1 . 3 F TENETS 
It is not eaſy to expreſs with what roughneſs he Was 
treated by the mob, not only as he went to the tree, but 
"even When he was at it: inſtead. of thoſe ſigns of pity 
they generally ſhew when common criminals. ate going 
to execution, they reviled and curſed him, and pehted hint 
with ſtones and dirt continually. By the. time that he 
came to the end of his journey, he was conliderably w_ 
e c eovered 
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Eovered from the diſorder the laudanum had thrown hi mn 
into. The other malefactors being ready to be turned off, 


and the executioner telling Jonathan he might take any rea- 
ſonable time to prepare himſelf, he continued ſitting in the cart 


for a little while; but the mob grew ſo outrageons at this in- 


dulgence, that they called out inceſſantly to the hangman to 


do his office, and threatened to knock him on the head if 


he did not immediately perform it. He found delays were 


dangerous, and therefore no longer deferred to give the po- 
pulace the ſatisfaction they demanded. | 


Thus ended the life of Jonathan Wild, on Monday, 
Say 24, 2926. | 

About two o'clock in the morning, after his execution, he 
was buried in Pancras church-yard; but his body did not reſt 
there, for in two or three nights afterwards, the ſurgeons, 
as it is believed, thought fit to remove it. A hearſe and 5 was 


ſeen waiting about midnight at the end of Fig-Lane, at which 


lace the empty coffin was found the next morning; but what 
ecame of the body is yet a ſecret. 5 

Jonathan, by his wife at Wolverhampton, had one ſon, 
who was near nineteen years old at the time of his father's 


death; a little before which he came up to London. He 


Was a lad of ſo. turbulent a diſpoſition, that it was thought 


proper to confine him while his father went to be hanged, 
for fear he ſhould do ſome miſchief among the mob, Not 


long after the execution. he ſold himſelf for a ſervant to the 
plantations abroad. C | ; 
Jonathan had five other wives, or at leaſt women who 


ſupplied the place of wives, beſides the mother of the boy: 


nor did he 1 wait till one was dead before he took ano- 
ther. Mary 
third; by her he had a daughter, the fourth was Sarah 


illiner was the ſecond, Judith Nun the 


Grigſon, alias Perrin; the fifth Elizabeth Man, who eo- 


Habited with him four or five years, and then died; the 
ſixth and laſt ſurvived him, and afterwards married again, but 
is fince dead. | | | 


Thus we have finiſhed our account of this extraordinary 
criminal, wherein we have carefully avoided the fictitious, 


extravagant and improbable ſtories, which all other ac- 
counts of him hitherto publiſhed are ſtuffed with. We have 


been at no ſmall pains in examining into facts. The Mar- 


"Thal's charge, and Wild's anſwer, from both which we 
have made large extracts, and the ſeveral trials we have 
interſperſed, are ſufficient vouchers for the greateſt part of 
this piece, and the reſt we received from perſons who were 
e ER X x „ Jul 
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well acquainted with his affairs, and could have no intereſt in 
deceiving us. = | ET 
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MARY PICART, alia, GANDON, fer Bicamy, June, 
TORE | 1725. | | : 
N. ARY PICART, alias Ganpon, was indicted for mar- 
A rying Philip Bouchain on the 24th of June laſt, her for- 
mer huſband being then living. £ | 
Paul Gandon. Mine broder, Jean Gandon, and dis 
voman, de preeſonar, vas marie togader at de Stapaney- 
Shurſh, and I was den praſant : it is vary long time ago 
me no ramamber ow long—it is more as twanty year. 
Dare vas de miniſtar Anglois, dare vas de putting de ring upon 
de feengar, dare vas de putting de hands togader, and de oder 
tings dat be make uſe of in de marriage. Den after dis vas 
done da bote leeve a togader .ſo as de man and de vife : and 
mine broder Jean make yon, two, tree ſhile upon her: 
but now mine broder be grown von old man; he no make 
more ſhile, and ſo ſhe marie vid dis oder man Philip Bou- 
chain. i | 
Philip Bouchain, Me vas marie to dis voman dat is 
de trute, upon the twanty-fourt of dis mont, a ſis heures 
after de noon, a Venfeigne de Hand and de Pen in de 
Fleet-Lane, and me give tree ſhilling and tree quartern of 
ſheneva to de parſoong. But me vas vary muſh elevate vid de 
liquor, and dis and dat and t'oder, ſo dat me no could tell 
vat I do ven de ting vas done. But me no go to de bed vid mine 
vile at all, for in tree, ſour heures after de ſaremonee vas over, 
dare come in ſome relationg of mine ſpouſe, and dey make de 
grand noiſe and de uproar, dat me no cou'd tink vat a y 54" 
vas de maiter vid em. But, in a leetel time da tell me dat I 
muſt no do vid mine vife, for ſhe vas belong to anoder man: 
and fa da take her avay, and me vas force to go to bed vid 
mine own ſalf. . 2 85 4 
Priſoner. Me ave but von huſband, and dat is Jean 
Gandon; for dis oder man, Philip Bouchain, be none huf- 
band for me. Vat ſignify de parſoong and de ring, and 
all de ſaremonee? Vy dat no make a de huſhand, | 
| Dare be no huſband no vife till da go to bed togader. But 
Monſicur Bouchain he do no vid me in de bed; he do no- 
ting in the varld, Nothing but de ſaremonee. Vy dat 
be no huſband. | | 
c . There 
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| There being no proof that the ſecond marriage was conſum- : 


muated, the jury acquitted the priſoner. 
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JAESTER GREGORY, wife of Jobn Gregory, of che 

pariſh of St. Mary Woolnorth, and Heſter Gregory 
of the ſame place, ſpinſter, were indicted for a wildem 
in that they, together with one John Smith, did conſpire 
againſt, and by falſe inſinuations, induce, and perſuade John 
Cockerell, a gentleman of fourteen hundred pounds a year, 
to marry Abigail Cole, they pretending ſhe was a lady of 
a great eſtatę in Barbadoes, when they well knew, that ſhe 


Was a perſon of evil fame, and of no fortune, to the great diſ- 


paragement of the ſaid John Cockerell, to the great diſcom- 


poſure of his mind, and in order to leſſen his eſtate and ſub- 


ſtance, May 6, 1725. 

I be council for wha plaintiff having opened the ;ndidlmenti 
and the evidence againſt the defendants, the witneſſes were 
called and ſworn. 

Mr. Cockerell, About the middle of laſt April, I went 
to the houſe of Mrs. Eccleton, in Lombard-ſtreet. to fpeak 
with her mother, Mrs. Gregory, the elder of the defen- 
dants; the bufineſs I had with her, was to demand a 
debt that was due to me. Sir, ſaid the, I am unprovided 
at preſent to anſwer your demand; but however, I have 
ſomething to propoſe that may be much to your advantage. 


Are you diſpoſed for matrimony ? Do you waut a good wite, 
with a great fortune? If you do, 1 can introduce you-to an 


agreeable young lady lately arrived from Barbadoes. She 
has got a vaſt plantation there, with apwards of one hun- 


dred negroes upon it. Her eſtate is worth above a thouſand  _ 


pounds à year: and ſhe likes England ſo well that ſhe is reſolved. 
to marry and ſettle here, if ſhe can meet wich a ſuitable fortune. 


Why, really, Madam, ſays I, provided things are as you 


repreſent them, I cannot ſay that I have an averſion to 
marriage. I would willingly have an heir; but—a— 
Madam——Are you ſure that the lady is worth ſo much ? 
Am I ſure? Sir, ſaid ſhe again, Yes, I am ſure —— 
I had it from Mr. Smith, himſelf, and he manages all her 
affairs, You know Mr. Smith, at my couſin Tryon's ? 


He is worth 300 1. a year, and lives in very good eres 
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two defendants: 
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dit, and it is not to be thought that ſuch a man as he would 
impoſe upon any body. This diſcourſe was only betwixt 
me and Mrs. Gregory. I went home, and this Weft-India 


lady ran ſo much in my mind, that I flept but little that 


night, The next morning I went to Mrs. Eccleton's 


again, where I. found not only Mrs. Gregory, but her 
daughter Miſs Gregory, the other defendant, and John 


Smith. We fell into the ſame kind of diſcourſe as be- 
fore. Mr. Smith aſſured me, that what Mrs. Gregory had 


told me, of the lady's fortune, was all true, which made 
me very defirous of coming into the lady's company; 


and therefore I begged of them to let me know, when and 
where I might be ſo happy as to meet with her. They 
promiſed to make enquiry, and to fend me word. We 
parted, and next day, being Sunday, a letter was brought 
me, as I ſuppoſe from Mrs. Gregory, appointing me tq 
come in the evening to Mrs. Eales's, in Ely- Court, i 
Holborn, where I might expect to ſee this Barbadian. 1 
went accordingly, and found her drinking tea with the 
the was dreſſed in a rich brocade, with a 

7 laced head, a gold watch, and diamond pendants. 
e had a great deal of diſcourſe about the lady and 
her plantation. Miſs Gregory ſaid, as her mother had ſaid 


* 


before, that Madam Cole was worth at leaſt a thouſand 


pounds a year, and had a hundred negroes. I mentioned 
the name of a ſolicitor of my acquaintance, who lived in 
Barbadoes, and aſked the lady, if the knew him! No, Sir, 
ſays ſhe, I cannot ſay that I have any perſonal knowledge 
of the gentleman; but I have heard of his name. Pray, 
Madam, ſays I, How long may you have had this plan- 
tation ? About three years, Sir, ſaid ſhe : and, dear Madam, 
ſays J again, If I may be ſo bold—by what means might it 
come into your poſjeſion ? Why, Sir, anſwered ſhe, it 
was leſt me by my own brother at his death; and now, of all 
my relations, | hape only one ſiſter living. She is about nine 
years old but ſuch a poor ſickly thing | my uncle left 
ber fifteen hundred pounds, which comes to me if I ſurvive her, 
With ſuch kind' of converſation we pafled the time till the 
company broke up. Next day, I went to Miſs Gregory ta 
enquire how the lady liked me? Lord, Sir, ſays ſhe, I be- 
lieve in my conſcience you have bewitched the Lady. .She is 
ſo charmed] ſo captivatcd ! ſhe has ſeen ſomething in you 
fo engaging, that ſhe has been in raptures ever ſince. —— 


Her Heart ! her foul ! her fortune ! all that ſhe has, is yours! 
Look you, Mis Gregory, ſays I, as to the lady's heart, 1 
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Why, Pray, Madam, who are you ? What are you [ Sir, 
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am under no apprehenſions of being deceived ; but, methinkg 


= account I have had of her fortune wants confirmation, 


Well! Mr. Cockerell, fays ſhe, you are the ſtrangeſt man 
ſo full of your doubts—I thought Mr. Smith had ſatisfied youg | 


and if he, that has all her concerns under his care cannot, 
don't know how I ſhould. I went to Mr. Smith again, to 


talk with him ſeriouſly about it. Sir, ſays I, this is an affair 
of conſequence, and therefore let me beg of yau to be in- 


genuous. Has Mrs. Cole really got ſo good a fortune as is re- 
ported? Why, I will you, Sir, ſays he, ſince you preſs me 


1o cloſely : it is not quite ſo much, people are apt to talk a 


little extravagantly in ſuch caſes ; eighty negroes is the out- 
fide, and her yearly income is not above ſeven, or at moſt 
eight hundred pounds a year. Upon this fall of at leaſt two 


iſs Gregory, and tells her of it. Lord, Sir, ſays ſhe, 


Don't you perceive the trick? It is all an artifice of Mr. 


Smith, he deſigns to try for the lady himſelf. She told me 
but this very day, that he had really made ſome offers, and 
therefore it is. no wonder if he does all he can to leſſen your 
pu opinion of her. I know indeed, that at preſent ſhe pre- 


fers you, not only to him, but to all men that ever ſhe ſaw, 


though you are now in the ſixty-ſixth year of your age; but 
yet, if ſhe ſhould find you neglect her, Mr. Smith may hap- 


pen to ſupplant you: for nothing provokes a woman ſo much 


as being lighted : it puts her upon doing what otherwiſe ſhe 
would never have thought of, and therefore, if you have any 
thoughts of ſecuring her to yourſelf, be quick! diſpatch ! 
the ſooner the better. I begun to think there might be ſome 
danger of loſing my Weſt-India bargains if I did not pur- 


ſue her cloſely, and therefore I defired Miſs Gregory to 


77 her, if ſhe was willing to be married next morning? 
Miſs Gregory went, and brought me back word, that the 
lady conſented, I made the beſt preparation I could in ſo 
ſhort time, and then waited upon Madam. As we were go- 


ing to church in a coach, I ſaid to my lady, Madam, don't 


deceive me, have you really ſuch a plantation? She anſwered, 


yes: in ſhort, we were married, and went to bed; but next 


day, after dinner, I went as far as Smithfield, and at my re- 


turn found my new wife in company with an elderly woman. 


Now, Sir, ſays my counterfeit Iady, it is time to undeceive 
you ; for it would be to no purpoſe to keep you longer in the 
dark: you think you have married a great fortune; but 
you are miſtaken, Miſtaken! ſays I, in a great ſurpriſe, 
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hays ſhe, I gm now your wife, but, before you made me fo, : 
ccleton's maid. You have often ſeen me at her 


houſe, though you did not know me again in another dreſs ; 
and this is my mother, a good honeſt woman, though ſhe 
keeps a chandler's ſhop, Mercy on me, ſays I, what have [ 
done? Done, favs ſhe again, you have done nothing that you 
need be aſhamed on: you have married Abigail Cole. Away 
I ran to Mrs. Gregory 1 wonder, Madam, ſays I, how you 
could be guilty of ſo vile an action, as thus to impoſe upon 2 
man, who has always been your friend ! what could in- 
duce you to ſo much wickedneſs ? Lord! Mr. Cockerell, 


ſays ſhe, what do you mean? I think you have got a ſuitable 


wife: ſhe had no great fortune indeed, but ſhe may fave 

you one by her good management. You bad money enough 

before, and you only wanted an heir to enjoy it, and in due 

time ſhe may bring you one. 

Defendant's council. Did you never aſk Mrs. Gregory, or 

Mrs. Eccleton, to heip you to a wife? 

Docferell. No; but they have propoſed ſeveral to me. 
Council, Did you never ſay that you liked the Barbadoeg 


lady ſo well, that you would marry her if ſhe had not 2 


groat ? And, that you preferred her to all the women in 
England? That you believed ſhe was fruitful, and that you 
wanted nothing but an heir? 

Cockerell.. No. 

Council.” Did not you ſay, the morning after you were 
married, that you were entirely ſatisfied with her, that you 


was fure ſhe was a virgin before you made her a wite, 


and happy was the wooing, that was not long a doing? 

| Cockerell, I ſaid no ſuch things, and 1 have witneſs to 
prove her a woman of ill- fame. 

Abigail Holms. Mrs. Cockerell had been Mr. Eccleton- 's 


cook-maid, and her father was a ſoldier, and a penſioner of 
Chelſea-College, 


Council. And is ſhe chilies a perſon of il. fame ? By 
no means, and we ſhall prove the reverſe ; we ſhall prove 
by the plaintiff's own confeſſion, that ſhe was a virtuous 


young woman. 
Thomas Fog, I live with Mr. Eccleton the ſadler: the 


morning after the wedding, I heard Mr. Cockerell ſay to : 


my maſter, I am ſure my wife was a maid as for the 


management in bringing the wedding about, I have beand 


Mrs. Gregory, and the reſt of our people ſay, that at firſt 
they only tajked of it as a banter, and little thought of Jar 
ing It to any thing 3 3 but when they ſaw that Mr. TRE l 
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was ſo quickly in love, they carried on the jeſt, till he Was 


married in earneſt, 


Mrs. Eccleton. Mr. Cockerell has ſworn that he came 


to my mother on account of debt, I don't know that 
ſhe owes him a ſhilling ; but ! am ſure that he. came very often 


on another account. I believe I may ſafely ſwear that he has 


teazed my mother five hundred times to help him to a 


wife. I myſelf have recommended him to at leaſt twenty 


women, all of whom he left, as ſoon as he found their 
fortunes fell ſhort of his expectation. He was ſo con- 
tinually importuning us to introduce him to ladies, that at 


laſt we contrived to get rid of him by dreſſing up my 


maid in a young lady's apparel, and recommending her 


'to him for a Barbadoes fortune, and the plot ſucceeded even 
beyond expectation. The firſt viſit he made her was on Sunn 


day evening, and they were married on the Thurſday follow- 
ing. I believe ſhe is as modeſt a woman as lives, nor is ſhe any 


thing below him on account of her father's being a ſoldier, | 


for his father ſerved in the ſame character under Oliver Crom- 
well, The Monday after the wedding, Mr, Cockerell came 
to me, and ſaid, he was bit. Bit, ſays I, what! a man of 


your years, and ſo well acquainted with the town too? It is 
very ſtrange, indeed. Well, ſays he, it was my own fault; 
I was a raſh old fool, J can blame nobody but myſelf : but I 


ſhould have bit her, if ſhe had been ſo rich as I expected; for 
J have made over all my eſtate to my brother's ſon, except 
130 l. a year, a third. of which is all that ſhe can come in for. 
I cannot tell whether he did this before marriage, or ſince, 


but he defired both me and my ſiſter, the defendant, to 
perſuade his wife to conſent to a divorce, upon condition 


of his allowing her a handſome reward: I told him I thought 
no woman would be. ſuch a fool as to ſwear herſelf to be a 
whore, and fo loſe her huſband for a little money. Phoo |! 


ſays he, there is no occaſion for all that; I can manage jt. 


a much better way, if you can but get her to comply; for 


I will provide a pre- contract betwixt me and another lady, 


and get witneſſes to ſwear it. | 


Ann Tea. Mr, Cockerell, after the wedding, came to | 
my miſtreſs Eccleton's, appeared very well pleaſed, and aſked 


for Mrs. Gregory, but as ſoon as ſhe came to him, he charged 
a conftable with her. She deſired a little time to dreſs herſelf; 
but he took her by the ſhoulders, and would haye thrown 
her down ſtairs if he had not been prevented. I heard 
him ſay, the reaſon why he was in ſuch a hurry to be married, 
without making any farthgr enquiry about the woman's 
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352 FOSTER SNOW, for Mutpis. 
eftate, was, for fear ſhe ſhould enquire after his eftate and hi# 
character. - 55 8 N 
Mr. Singleton. On Thutſday morning, which was the 
wedding-day, Mr. Cockerell telling me what a great fortune 
he was going to marry, I bid him take care that he was not 
bit. Bit, ſays he, No, no, I am too old for that; they muſt 
have good luck that can bite me. And are you really certain, 
fays I, as to the plantation? Ay, ay, ſays he, I am very well 
fatisfied, | Fr _ | 
Mr. Hammond. After the wedding, Mr. Cockerell told 
me, that he was very well ſatisfied with his bride. 
CTCaurt. The marriage vow of the plaintiff over- turns the 
whole indictment, for his making that yow is an acknow- 
tedgement, that he did not depend upon the report of her 
fortune, for, in a moſt ſolemn manner he declared, that he 
took her for richer or poorer, not for the ſake of a Barbadoes 
plantation, but to live with heriafter God's holy ordinance z 
that is, for the procreation of children, and for the mutual 
ſociety and help of each other. . . 
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The jury acquitted the defendants. 
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| FOSTER SNOW, for MurBER, October, 1725. : 


F OSTER SNOW was indicted for the murder of Thomas 
= Rawlings, by giving him with a knife one mortal wound 
in the left breaft, the length of one inch, and depth of 
even inches, of which mortal wound he inftantly died, Oc- 
_ .. | Io * 
| 8 fecond time indicted on the ſtatute of ſtabbing. 
And a third time on the coroner's inquiſition for the ſaid 
murder. | 758 25 a 
John Waterman. On the jth of October, at night, the 
deceaſed came into the priſoner's houſe, the Feathers ale- 
houſe in Holborn, and brought a couple of rabbits, which he 
ordered to be roaſted for ſupper, and then he ſat down by 
the kitchen fire. While be was there the priſoner came in, 
appeared w_ uneaſy, walked to and fro, and muttered out 
n him! d— un him! Then turning to a porter, he 
mentioned the man with a filver button to his hat. That is 
you, fays I to the deceaſed, Yes, I know it, ſays he, and 
fo got up and went out, to prevent words, as I ſuppoſe. The 
"priſoner followed and curfed him, and a great many es 
: * | | words 
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FOSTER SNOW; for MURDER; - . 


words paſſed between them. They came in again, and ſup- ; 


per being ready, it was brought upon the table. The deceaſed 


deſired the priſoner and his wife to fit down and eat a bit: 


but the priſoner turned about and {aid, Fat the devil! and 
then quarreled with his wife and beat her. The deceaſed got 


up and ſtept between them to part them, upon which the 


pm reached to the dreſſer and took up ſomething, which 
ſuppoſe was a knife (but. I could not fee diſtinctly becauſe 


it was night, and there was no candle upon the dreſſer) though 
Whatever it was, he ſtretched out his arm in this manner, — 


and ſtruck the deceaſed thus, - -and thereupoh the deceaſed 


immediately ſunk down and died. 


Mr. Midaleton. I called at the houſe to drink, the de- 
ceaſed was there, and aſked me to drink with him. The pri? 
ſoner came into the kitchen in a very ſurly humour, You 
are à ſaucy dog, ſays he to the deceaſed: and you are another, 
ſaid the deceaſed again. Sirrah, you are a rogue, ſays the 
priſoner : call me rogue, ſays the deceaſed, and I'll lay you 
behind the fife. PTT. 

John Waterman again. I heard the deceaſed ſay, Ve litt! 

og, if you was a man as you are not, I'd throw ye behin 
the fire; and then the deceaſed and I ſat down to ſupper, an 


4 * 


| 65% Be quarreled with his wife. 


obn Rood. About a month agd I called at the priſoner's 


| houſe, and enquired for the deceaſed, he's a fogue, ſays the 


2 a yillain! a raſcal ! He owes me money; I faid 1 
elieved he was a very honeſt man; to which the priſoner res 
plied, I'd make no more of killing him than of killing a toad 


nf Fa ? | 2s | aA a 
Mr. Hatthin/on, the ſurgeon. I was ſent fot to the de3 
|  keaſed, but he was dead before I came. He had a mortal 


wound in his left breaſt between fix and ſeven inches deep; 
and I believe it was given with ſuch a knife as this, which was 


afterwards-found all bloody in the kitchen. 


' Thomas Byas. The priſoner came into the kitchen and 25 
peared to be very uneaſy; What, ſays he, muſt I be abuſed | 
in my own honſe by a man that owes me money? Who dd 


pe mean? Me? ſays the deceaſed : Ves, you, replies the pri- 


ner. His wife came in, and deſired him to be quiet. Tess 
I will be quiet in my own houſe, faid he, and gave ber à flap 


on the face. The deceaſed ſaid, Are you not à rogue for 


that? The woman ran out, the priſoner would have followed; 


but the deceaſed. prevented him, and preſently after the de- 
eaſed fell down and died. £4.27 8 20 
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354 FOSTER SNOW, for Monprn. 


The Priſoner's Maid. The priſoner was going to follow 
my miſtreſs, but the deceafed ſtopped him, and ſaid, Vou 
ſhall not ſtrike her in my preſence. I had juſt before laid 
this caſe knife upon the dreſſer, and I ſaw the priſoner take 
it up: I did not ſee him give the ſtroke; but the deceaſed 


- ſunk down by the dreſſer, and died before we could get a 


ſurgeon. We afterwards found this very knife all bloody up- 
on the for, © | | 5 
The priſoner made no other defence, than calling ſome of 
his acquaintance to his reputation. They gave him the cha- 
racter of an honeſt, quiet, good - natured man; and added, 
that the deceaſed, when i n liquor, was commonly very frac- 
tious, and the moſt troubleſome man in nature. = 


The jury found the priſoner guilty of the three indictments. 


Deatb. 


From the Poſt-Man, of Nov. 2, 1723. 
& The Caſe of Mr. FosrER Snow, now under Sentence of 
"M0 155 | Death. TOPS, 


Foſter Snow being to be executed to-morrow with the other 
. "criminals, for whoſe death a warrant came down to New- 
gate laſt Saturday night, he gave the following paper to 2 
friend of his, defiring the ſame might be publiſhed, while 


be is yet living, to atteſt the truth of it to any objector. 
'F HE firſt circumſtance attending my caſe, which I ſhall 


begin with, is ſuch, that I believe my countrymen will 


think very remarkable. They will ſay it was ſomewhat ex- 
traordinary, that a man ſhould riſe out of his bed in the 


morning to prevent à murder, and be r in the evening 


to commit one. But ſo it happened, that on the 7th of 
October, the day on which I committed that deteſtable fact, 
for which I abhor myſelf, and am the juſt abhorrence of all 

mankind, I heard an out-cry of murder betwixt one and two 
in the morning, upon which I jumped out of bed, aud, going 
to the chamber where my. wife and daughter lay, I knocked 


* haſtily at the door, telling my wife there was a cry of mur- 


der at the next houſe, and bidding her get up and open the 


door immediately; but ſhe delayed ſo long, that I was in a 


paſfion, and ſwore I would break open the door if ſho did not 
come preſentiy; upon which ſhe then let me in; and, _—_ 
a 24 dering 
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| dering what made her keep me out fo long, I looked about, 


and, to my great ſurpriſe, found the deceaſed, Mr. Rawlins, 
had wrapped himſelf up in one of the curtains: his cloaths 


' | ſeemed to be but juſt put on, and his ſtockings were about 


his heels, ſo that I concluded he was no ſtranger to my bed; 
but I did not ſtand to expoſtulate the matter, the cry of mur- 
der calling me away to help the poor woman, which I did, 
and took her off a party-wall between her houſe and mine in 
her ſhift, and carried her to my own houſe. | | 
The ſame day, about two or three o'clock, when I was 


abroad, Mr. Rawlins brought a couple of rabbits to my houſe, 


which, at my return, about nine at night, I found dreſſing, 
and aſked who they were for? being told they were for Mr. 
Rawlins, I made anſwer, that he had better pay his debts, 
than live ſo profuſely. When they were ready, Mr. Rawlins 
called for my wife to fit down to ſupper with him, and after 


' ſome time I was called by Mr. Rawlins to fit down with 


them, which J refuſing, Rawlins ſaid, d n me, I don't 
care for your company ſince I have got your wife's. To 
which I ſaid, Nay, if this be the caſe, you ſhan't have hers 
neither. And then I took my wife by the arm and drew her 
from the table; but Rawlins reſcued her from me; and, 
while ſhe and my daughter ran away, he collared me, and 
threatened to throw me behind the fire: and, after this inſult, 


he took hold of both my hands, and griped them ſo violently, 


that it was inſupportable, and put me into ſuch a paſſion, that 


I took up the knife, and with it gave the unfortunate blow, 


tho? without any deſign to murder him, neither did any ſuch 
thought ever enter into my head. | 

; My wife and daughter had truſted the deceaſed, and lent 
him ſeveral ſums of money, how much was beſt known to 
themſelves; but my wife told me there was above 18l. due to 
me from the deceaſed, a great while before this unhappy ac- 


cident, of which, till then, I was entirely ignorant, becauſe 


they had given Mr, Rawlins credit unknown to me. 

25 5 Porn Suow- 

5 Mr. Snow's friend, to whom he communicated the above 
paper, gives this farther account of his behaviour ſince his 
impriſonment and condemnation. þ 


Mk. Snow having declared what is contained in the above- 


paper before his friend and two clergymen, and deſired 
to take the ſacrament z the clergymea aſked him ſome neceſ- 
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3 FOSTER SNOW, for Mun bx. 


ſary gueſtions about his qualifications for that ſacred ordis 
nance; to which he gave a very pertinent anſwer, telling 
them withall, that it would not be the firſt time. Upon 
this the dergymen telling him, that he could not take it till 
he forgave his wife and daughter; he made anſwer, that he 
knew he could not, but that he did forgive them and all the 
world, though he ſaid they had been the occaſion of his 
| ruin in trade, as well as of bringing him to this untimely 
| * SEP 
; © Upon the firſt day of the ſeffions, Mrs. Snow and her 
daughter meeting with her huſband's witneſſes and friends af 
the Fountain-tavern without Newgate, when the trial was 
expected to come on every hour, they aſked his maid what 
ſhe had to ſay in her maſter's behalf. My mafter and miſ- 
treſs, ſaid ſhe, were quarreling, and my maſter ſtruck her, 
upon which the deceaſed got up, and, taking faſt hold of my 
maſter with both hands, ſhook him very hard, and ſwore 
d n him, be ſhould not abuſe his wife in his company. 
Mean while the wife and daughter ran away, when Mr. Snow 
curſed him, and ſaid he was à villain to meddle or make be- 
twixt him and his wife, aſking him, what buſineſs it was of 
his? Upon which the deceaſed came to him, and ſwore he 
would lay him behind the fire; and my maſter in his defence 
might take up the knife and ſtab him; but J can't tell, for I 
did not ſce him do it; and if he did it, it was in a paſſion. 
However I ſaw the deceaſed fall, and the knife upon the 
ground, The maid was aſked ſeveral times if the was ſure ſhe 
did not ſee her maſter ſtab him? and the declared every time, 
that ſhe did not. This ſhe proteſted before the mother and 
daughter, and the reſt of the company at the Fountain-ta- 
vern; and, had his trial then come on, ſhe was ready to 
ſwear it. 
The ſon of the decal, Banding? at the tavern door, 
innocently declared the truth before three or four people, that 
Mr. Snow's daughter had been a very good friend to his father 
and his family, for ſhe had chiefly maintained them for a 
; year and a half laſt paſt, or elſe, he ſaid, he did not know What 
they ſhould have dove. | | 
e As for Mr. Saow's behaviour, ſince he received katence 
of death, his friend, who has never failed ſeeing or ſending 
to him twice every day, declares, and ſo do all the keepers, 
that he has behaved bimſelf as well as ever man did under 
condemnation. His ſaid friend, and a clergyman being alfo 
| hare company with the Ordinary of Newgate, aſked how he be- 
: | e and he told 88 that he behaved as well, or _ 
| | than 
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than any man he ever had under his care. The condemned 
rſon, being afked on Saturday laſt, why he lay upon the 
— bricks when he had a bed in the room? anſwered, That 


he would never lie upon it for fear he ſhould fall aſleep and | 
neglect his duty. 


“ He has taken the ſacrament; and declared the truth of 
the above paper, both before and line 


% N. B. Whereas it has been maliciouſly 3 of the 


unhappy perſon now going to ſuffer death, for the murder of 
Mr. Rawlins, that he was guilty of the like fa& once before, 
in killing a Gardener at Stoke-Newington : This is to certify 


that the ſaid Gardener was Mr. Snow's particular friend, and 


that a perſon who belonged to the Sword-blade-office was in- 


dicted for that fact at the Old- Bailey, and, after full evidence, 
found guilty of manſlaughter.” | 


Copy of an advertifertent inſerted by order of the court, in 


the Seffions-paper of December, 1725. 


ec ' The printer of the news paper, entitled, The Poſt-Man, | 
being required to attend the court, on account of hjs printin 


and publiſhing in his Foſt-Man of Tueſday the 2d of Novem- 


ber laſt, a paper, intitled, The cafe of Foſter Snow, &c. - 
which was ſubſcribed with, and in the name of the ſaid Foſter 


Snow, and repreſenting his caſe very different from what it 


appeared to be, upon the evidence given at his trial, thereby 
to extenuate his own guilt, and refle& upon the juſtice of the 
nation: the ſaid printer, acknowledging himſelf to be the printer 
and publiſher of the ſaid libel, was committed by the court; 
and, being called upon to — the perſon from whom he 
received the ſame, and alſo to give evidence, upon his pro- 
miſe ſo to do if required, and upon his humble ſubmiſſion, 
and begging pardon of the court for his offence, he was dic 
| charged, 2 


We ſhall make no e on the's account pine in the 


Poſt-Man, but leave the reader to compare it with the fore- 
going trial, and with the following paſſages, which are ex- 
tracted from Mr. Guthry, the ordinary per. 


46 Foſter Snow, about 55 years of age, appeared at his 
trial, and a little after, to be in great perplexity and confa- 
fion, ſo that he was thought to be crazed. The principal 
. of this was, to ſee "himſelf of ſuch an advanced 2 
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who had lived ſo long innocently, and without giving offence, 


bearing the character of an honeſt houſe-keeper and peaceable 


neighbour, now in his old age brought to ſuch ſignal diſgrace 


and puniſhment, for ſo heinous a crime as murder. 


He confeſſed his heinous fin of murder with many tears, 
and on all. occaſions in chapel, where he punctually attended 


divine ſervice twice a day, he appeared very devout, ſighing, 
groaning, and ſhedding abundance of tears for his ſins, and 
that of murder in particular. And when in private he was 
admoniſhed to endeavour after true repentance, attended 


with a broken heart and contrite ſpirit,” which is a facrifice 


God will not deſpiſe ; he ſaid, O murder! murder! that is 


the great grief and affliction of my foul! And on the Lord's 


day, when in the communion ſervice, I read the ſixth com- 
mandment againſt murder, I obſerved him extremely moved 
and concerned, and weeping very bitterly. _ 

As for his wife he ſpoke modeſtly of her, and becauſe 


of ſlanderous reports, and upon his wife's deſire, it was aſked 


whether or not he cntertained jealous thoughts of her? To 
which he anſwered, I never had jealouſy of her perſon, but 


of her purſe; alluding to her truſting Mr. Rawlins with too 


much money. He complained mightily of his wife's unkind- 
neſs and unnaturalneſs, in not viſiting him more frequently, 
and in not ſupplying him with money and other neceſſaries, 
while he was in priſon, and under ſentence: but, it ſeems, 
fometbing of unkindneſs occaſioned a ſort of indifferency be- 
tween them. TO: 8 975 

He complained very much of his wife's daughter. He 
ſaid, that ſhe was an undutiful wife to her huſband, who ha: 


now left her, and gone abroad. That ſhe entertained Mr. | 
Rawlins too much about his houſe againſt his will, and pre 
judicial to his intereſt, That ſome of Rawlins's children 


were kept at his houſe. That familiarity was ſuſpected. That 


he had been a moſt kind father-in-law to her, giving to her 


the charge of his whole houſe, for which he Kad been but 
ſorrily requited. This I do not affirm as a truth, but only 


declare ingenuouſly what he aſſerted. He ſpoke alſo with very 


much concern of his grand - child, a young girl whom he 


greatly loved, and feared that ſhe ſhould be neglected in her 


education after his death. But as to his wife and daughter, 
upon admonition of the neceſſity of forgiving injuries, he moſt 
frankly: forgave any offence by them committed, and heartily 
prayed for their proſperity, not entertaining the leaſt grudge 


xgainſt them, his neareſt and deareſt relations: ſolemnly pro- 
telling that he died in peace with all the world; that he en- 


| tertained 


Sr * 
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thttalned no ill thoughts of his wife; and altho' he ſaid that 


his daughter- in- law was the indirect occaſion of the murder he 


committed, he prayed that ſhe might prove a good and virtu- 


ous woman, and more free of all ſuſpicions than formerly fit 


had been. 


« He ſaid, that he was defcerided of honeſt parents, who 
had given him an education ſuitable to his ſtation, That he 
was of the ſame trade with his father, a gardener; and that 
in the ſaid employment, and that of a butler, he had ſerved 
82 of great quality and eminence, with reputation. And 


at ſince his marriage, about 14 years ago, he had been an 


honeſt houſe-keeper, in very good character and eſteem with 
his neighbours : but his great failing was, that, eſpecially 


when a little intoxicated, he fell into violent and outragious 


fits of paſſion, which was the only immediate cauſe of his 
murdering Mr. Rawlins, never having entertained in 
— the leaſt deſign of injuring, much tes of marderia 
him. 


6 He faid, that Mr. Rawlins had provoked bim vely 


much, by coming into and ſtaying in his houſe agai his wills 
and by affronting him with diſdainful undervaluing ! ge, 
and ſeveral other ways in his own houſe, while he was owing 

im money, and either could not, or would not pay him. 


It was repreſented, to him, that all theſe provocations were 


no ways equal to the direful vengeance. he had faken upon 
him. This he confeſſed to be true, and ſaid, that he was 


ſorry for the great ſin of murder, ſo he alſo repented of the 


moſt unreaſonable paſſion which was the cauſe. of it; and 


ewiſe, for any manner of drunkenneſs, or: other 1 more than 


ordinary ſins he bad been guilty of. He denied his being 
guilty of any other notorious. ſins, and affirmed, that he. had 


deen at all times of a charitable” diſpoſition to the, utmoſt ot 
his power, and moſt ready to perform other good offices. to 


mankind. 

6 He, denied that he faid, that, after having given \ Rawlins 
names, he would. make no more to kill him . to kill a 
dog, or a toad. 


e Seven or eight days Tr WM. his death, be was areroully | 


afflicted with ſickneſs, ſo that he was ſeldom. able to come to 


Chapel. He was ſomewhat crazed, . which hy al by. ts 


looks and geſtures, particularly in chapel: the 


he died, where he ſpoke a little too much, and cried — 


the time of divine ſervice, as if he had been diſturbed in mind. 


But he ſtill continued penitent for his crying guilt, was very 
e for what advices, prayers, and good inſtructions 
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460 PHILLIS NOBLE, for privately Stealing. · 


were given bim; declared, that he died in the faith of being 


ſaved only through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, in the com- 


munion of the church of England, of which he was born ai 


unworthy member, and in peace with all the world.” 


| He was hanged at Tyburn, on Wetneſday, November 33 


2 
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PHILLIS NOBLE, for privately ſtealing, Januarys 


I725-20. 


 PHILLIS NOBLE was indicted for privately ſtealing from 


j the perſon of Ben. Goſling a braſs box, and two guineas; 
an. 3. F/ ne 0 a thee) 3 
Ben Goſfing. You muſt note, that I live in White- 
Horſe-Yard, in Drury-Lane; I am a bricklayer's labourer by 
trade: I work hard for my money, and therefore the more 
fool I, for taking no better care of it, and ſo much for that: 


but, as I Was a ſaying, betwixt one and two o'clock in the 


morning, and a mortal cold night it was, I am ſure I have 
cauſe enough to remember it: for, as I was coming by the 
Corner of Bennet's- court, in Drury-Lane, who ſhould I meet 
but the priſoner ; and ſo, ſays ſhe, how do you do, my deat: 
it is bloody cold weather: I wiſh you would give me a dram. 
Whereof, ſays I again, for matter of that, I don't much 


care if I do, if we can but come to a good fire; and fo, what 


fignifies lying, we ſtruck a bargain, and went to a gin-ſhop,; 


and I thought I had better do fo than wander about the ſtreets 


all night; though I muſt needs own, I might as well have 
gone home to my wife; and my wife, though I ſay it, is as 
good a woman as ever lived; but that is neithef here nor 


there: the truth of the tory is, I was got a little in for it, 


and when I am once in, I never mind which end goes fore- 
moſt; and it is many à poor man's caſe as well as mine; 
and fo, Sir, being with this woman in the gin- hop, we 
drank quartern after quartern, till the reckoning came to the 
tune of eight-pence; and I had got a bfaſs tobacco-box in 
my pocket, with two guineas in it, and a note upon com- 


mand for fix pounds, fix ſhillings, and ſome other odd matters: 


whereof, I takes out this box to pay the ſhot ; now; whether 


| ſhe ſaw the money in the box, or did not fee it, I cannot be 
poſitive; may-hap ſhe might, or, may-hap ſhe might not? 


though it is no great matter one way or the other; but _—_ 
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can ſwear, out of this box I took a ſhilling, and gave it my 


landlady to change, and then put up my box again, and then 
ſome other people came in to drink, and by and by my land- 
lady brings me a groat out of my ſhilling, and I went out 
with the groat in one hand, and Phillis in the other; but, 
going to put my groat up, I miſled my box, and fo 1 
called the watch, and the watch carried her to the Round- 
houſe, and there my box was found thruſt down her back, 

but the d-y-l a penny of money was there in it; and my 


wife found the note upon her; and there is an erfd of my 


ſtory. 


Jacob Otay, John Egly, and the proſecutor's wife, de- 


poſed, that upon ſearching the priſoner, they found the box 
and note, 

Priſmer. It being a cold night, I went into a gin-ſhop 
for a dram of anniſeed, and there I found this goſling a 
drinking with a parcel of bunters, but in a little time he 
fell upon them and beat them; for he was deviliſh drunk, 
and then truly he would fain' have been rude with me; 
but I gave him to underſtand, that I was above making 


| myſelf familiar with any ſuch fellows, and ſo I went out, 
but he followed me, and thruſt me up againſt a wall, and 


pulled out a piſtol, and ſwore he would fire at me, if 1 would 


not let him raviſh me. . 


The jury found her guilty to the value of ken- pence. 
vr opt | 
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MAJOR ONT, for MURDER, March, = 725-008 


OHN ONEBY Was ingicted for the murder of William 
Gower, Eſq; by maliciouſly giving him with a drawn 
ſword, in the left part of the belly, near the navel, one 
mortal wound of the length of one inch and an balf, and 


depth of ten inches, February 2, 1725-6, of which mor- 


tal wound he languiſhed till the next day, and then died. 


He was a ſecond time indicted on the coroner's inquiſition | 


for the ſaid murder. 
Thomas Hawkins. On the F of February, between nine 
and ten at night, Mr. Blunt, the deceaſed, the priſoner, 


and myſelf, went from Will's coffee-houſe to the Caſtle ta- 
vern, where, in about half an hour, Mr. Rich came to us. 
After the fourth bottle, the priſoner called for a box and dice; 


10 £ A | SPL the 


= fas oe — 5 IOW n , . * * a e _ 
a AY r rs wary Ve Cre; HATE 
— cn r * wo Oh <4 n 
= FS: — - th Lf oe $4 ON A - AS bs 4 de . yt 
eh of — 3 7 0 es os 0 S 1 * 
AY e _ „ WES er My NF oy ID! 2 N 


4 > avg tas 8 N 0" n . een 
A — RYE 
EE br 

3 — ** 3 "4 1 MS — 
4 


K 
"8 
* 


5 
Wo 
34 

1 * 
KS 

” 

5 2 


2K IEP} r i 
<a 


SN 


— 1 7 
r 
4s n 4s 


n 
* N 
— vs -. 
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the drawer ſaid they had none in the houſe : why then, ſays 

the priſoner, bring the pepper-box. The drawer brought it, 
and dice were laid upon the table; but I don't know by whom: 
ve played low, nobody ſetting above half a guinea, and yet I had 
no great inclination to game, and eſpecially to ſet the priſoner; 
and therefore, after a trifling loſs, I declined the play. The 


priſoner appeared diſguſted at it, and aſked me why I refuſed: 


I told him I ſhould uſe my own pleaſure, whether it was 
agreeable ro his honour or not : the reſt continued playing. 


The deceaſed loſt thirty ſhillings: Mr. Rich faid, who 


will ſet me three half-crowns? Upon which the deceaſed 
took ſomething out of his pocket, and laid it on the table, 


but concealed it with his hand, and faid, I will ſet you 


three pieces, and then taking his hand away, we ſaw three 
half- pence. This was not offered to the priſoner, but he 
appeared to be much affronted. He ſaid, that's very im- 
pertinent to ſet three half-pence. The deceaſed ſaid, what 
do you mean by impertinent ? And the prifoner replied, 
you are an impertinent puppy; and preſently ſnatched up 
a bottle, and threw it at the deceaſed's head, and it beat 


ſome powder out of his wig, but did him no hurt. He, 


in return, toſſed a glaſs, or a candleſtick, I cannot tell 
which, at the priſoner 3 but it did not reach him. 
They both roſe up together, and went to their ſwords, 
which hung up in the room. The deceaſed being quickeſt 
got his ſword firſt, and drew it, and ſtood in a poſture of 
defence, at a good diſtance from the priſoner, who was 
advancing, and was drawing his ſword to meet him; but 
Mr. Rich ſtepped in between, and prevented him. Then 
the deceaſed threw away his ſword, and they all fat down 
again, and drank for about half an hour; when the de- 
ceaſed, offering his hand to the priſoner, ſaid, we have had 
words, Major, and you was the aggreſſor; but let us agree. 
The priſoner anſwered, No, d 
blood! and then, turning to me, he faid, Hawkins, you 
was the occaſion of this: why then, ſays I, if you have done 
with him, and have any thing to ſay go me, I am your man, 
and J will ſee you out. No, ſays he, I have another chap 
frſt.——In about half an hour after this, which was 
near three in the morning, the company broke up. I went 
out of the room firſt, and Mr. Blunt and Mr. Rich were 


next after me. When I came into the ſtreet it rained, and I 


run under a penthouſe, where I ſtood a little while; but not 
parts a Chair ready, and ſeeing none of the company come 
out, I returned to the room, where 1 found the deceaſed 


3 | wounded, 


n you, [I'll have your 


/ Re TY OO OO SP IT 


MAJOR ONEBY, for MURDER, 303... 


wounded, and leaning on a chair in a- languiſhing condition. 
He died the next morning. I knew him intimately, and 1 
don't believe that there was a ſweeter tempered man in the 
world. | | 

John Rich, I, the priſoner, the deceaſed, and ſome 
others, went together to ſee the new tragedy of Hecuba 
we ſat in the pit. The deceaſed and the priſoner appeared to 
be good friends all the time of the play; and as ſoon 
as it was done, I left them; but met them again at the 
Caſtle tavern in about half an hour. The priſoner and 
T1 called for a box and dice, which, not being to be had, 
he called for a pepper-box, and it was brought. I ſaw 
dice lying upon the table, but don't know how they came 
there. i ſaid, let us play low. Some words paſſed between 
the priſoner and Mr. Hawkins. I laid down three half- 
crowns. The Major ſet me. I threw. Seven was the 
main, and fix the chance. The deceaſed put down three 
half-pence againſt me, and ſaid, here, I will ſet you three 
pieces. The priſoner damned him, and called him an im- 
pertinent puppy. Sir, ſaid the deceaſed, I am not afraid 
of. you, and he that calls me a puppy is a ſcoundrel. At 
theſe words the priſoner threw a bottle at him. It bruſhed 
his wig as it paſſed, and he, in return, toſſed a glaſs. They 
both got up together, but the deceaſed, being the nimbleſt, 
jumped on the table, and reached his ſword firſt, and then 


_ ſtepping down, he drew, and ſtood ready to defend him- 


ſelf, but made no offer to puſh, In the mean time the 
priſoner took down his ſword and cane, which were together, 
and there being the table and a chair between them, he came 
round the table, and was going to engage with the deceaſed ; 
but 1 ſtepped between them, and told the priſoner, who was 
drawing his ſword, if he made a longe, it muſt be through 


my body, which, as 1 was unarmed, would be wilful mur- 


der. The deceaſed then threw away his ſword, and they 


both ſat down again. The deceaſed put his hand forward, 


and ſaid, come, Major let us be reconciled ; words in heat 
may be forgot and forgiven. The priſoner anſwered, G -d 
n you, you lie: I'll have your blood, by G—d! 


and then turning to Mr, Hawkins, he ſaid, this is all along 


of you. Mr. Hawkins anſwered, then I am your man; 
and the priſoner replied, no, I have another chap to deal 
with firſt, When we all got up to go, the priſoner hung his 
great rug-coat upon his ſhoulders, and, I think, buttoned 
it in one or two places. Mr. Hawkins went out firſt, Mr. 
Blunt next, the deceaſed followed him, I, the deceaſed, 
PIE. | . | and 
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and the priſoner came laſt; but be was hardly out of the 
room, when he called to the deceaſed, Hark you, young 
gentleman, a word with you. The deceaſed turned tack ; 


they both re-entered the room. Tbe door was 1mme= 


diately ſhut fait. I heard a claſhing of ſwords, and a loud 


ſtamp on the floor, which J gueſſed was made by the pri- 


ſoner, he being a very heavy man. Mr. Blunt and I ſtep- 


* ped back, and endeavoured to get in; we could not rea- 
dily open the door; but the drawer coming to our aſ- 


ſiſtance, we made an entrance, Mr. Blunt . and J cloſe 
behind him. The priſoner was then next to the door, 
and ſtanding with his ſword drawn in his right band, the 


- point of it being towards the deceaſed, whom he held by 


his ſhoulder with his left hand. I think the deceaſed. had 
then no ſword in his hand, at leaſt I ſaw none, and I ſoon 
after found it cloſe-to the wainſcot, behind the folding.of the 
great oval table. It was bloody and greaſy four or five inches 
from the point. The deceaſed cloſed with the priſoner, but 
in ſuch a. manner, as if he rather fell towards him through 
_ weakneſs, than otherwiſe, which makes me think the wound 


was given him before witz came in. We put him into a chair, | 
and ſent for a ſurgeon. As I held up my hand to part them, 


J felt a little prick through my coat, by the priſoner's ſword 3 
but 1 believe it was done accidentally. Mr. Blunt at the ſame 
time clapped his band on his belly, and faid, he was dan- 
gerouſly wounded ; but I am ignorant by what means. I told 


the priſoner, when we came out of the room, that I was 


afraid he had killed the deceaſed. No, ſays he, I might have 


done it if I would, but 1 have only frighted him. Burt, | 
ſuppoſe I had killed him, I know what I do in theſe affairs; 


for if | had killed him to night, in the heat of paſſion, I 
ſhouid have had the law on my ſide ; but if I had done it at 
any other time, it would have looked like a ſet meeting, and 


not a rencounter. I adviſed him however to make off, for | 
fear of the worſt —{ aſked the deceaſed on his death-bed, if 


he received the wound fairly? He anſwered faintly, I think 1 


did—but—] don't know — what mi ht have happened—if 


you had not - come in. | 

#7zchael Flunt. From the hay. we went to Will's, and 
thence to the Caſtle, where we were very merry and friendly, 
till the dice were called for. We played low, but Mr. Haw- 


kins ſoon declined ; upon which the priſoner ſaid to him, why : 
do you come into company, when you will not do as others 
do? Mr. Hawkins anſwered, Don't trouble yourſelf about 


me, I'll do as 1 pleaſe. The deceaſed ſe three half-penco, 
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priſoner ſaid it was damn'd impertinent; and ſome other 
— paſting, he flung a flaſk at the deceaſed, who, in re- 


turn, toſſed a glaſs or a candleſtick, They took their ſwords, 
but were prevented from engaging, and ſo they fat down 


again; the deceaſed offered his hand to be reconciled, upon 


| which the priſoner gave him very ill language, and ſwore he 
would have his blood. As this made me apprehenſive, that 
their quarrel would break out again the next day, I invited 
the company to dine with me, in hopes to bring on a re- 


conciliation, and prevent future miſchief. The priſoner an- 


ſwered my offer with No, G—d d—n you, I will dine with 
none of you. Are you angry, cir, ſays 1 ! Have you any 
thing to ſay to me? Or me, ſays Mr. Hawkins? Or me, 


ſays Mr. Rich? No, he had nothing to ſay to any of us. 
This was about two or three in the morning. And after we 
were all come out of the room, I heard the priſoner call the 
deceaſed back; and they were no ſooner got into the room 


again, but the door was flung to with great violence, and I 


heard the claſhing of ſwords, When I got in, which was 
with much difficulty, I did not ſee that the deceaſed had any 
ſword in his hand, but he was ſinking forward, and I, by 


going to affiſt him, received a wound in my belly, which I 
was afraid was mortal; but I cannot tell how, or by whom 
it was given, though I think it could not be by the deceaſed, 
becauſe he had no ſword; and, beſides, was not in a condialens 
to dy it. A ſurgeon being in the houſe, gave me his imme- 


diate aſſiſtance. 

Mr. Shaw, the ſurgeon, 1 found the deceaſed 1abguiſbing 
in a chair. His inteſtines appeared at the wound, and by be- 
ing expoſed to the air, begun to mortify: when I had dreſſed 
him, I ſent him home ; but the next day I found a ſecond 
rupture of the inteſtines. He died ſoon after, and that wound 
was the cauſe of his death, 

Priſoner. A wager was laid betwixt Mr. Rich and 
Mr. Blunt, concerning Mr. Mills's acting the part of Cæſar, 
in the play of Julius Cæſar, and it was loft by Mr. Blunt. 


After this a box and dice were called for, but not by me; 


the drawer ſaid he had dice, but no box, upon which ſome» 
body called for a pepper-box. I flung a-main at a ſhilling, 
and paſſed it about. Mr. Hawkins refuſing, I ſaid, I thought 
there was as good fellowſhip in a little play, as in altogether 


drinking : then we played for half a crown or three ſhillings ; 


and when the box came round again, the reſt likewiſe refuſed 
to play ; at laſt the deceaſed offered to ſet three half-pence, 
which I ſaid was very impertinent. * called me raſcal; 
* 2 En, . 1 2 ; | You 
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Vou impertinent puppy, ſays I, what do you mean by that? 


Upon which he threw a glaſs at my head, and drew upon me. 
I told him he acted baſely in drawing pon me, when it was 


he that gave the affront. After this I put on my great coat, 


and was going out. Mr. Hawkins had flipped away, and the 


reſt being gone out of the room, the deceaſed puſhed the door 


to, and drew upon me, and wounded me in the knee, and 
cut my fingers, I parried, and cloſed with him; he endea- 
voured to {tab me in the back, at which time Mr. Blunt came 
in, and received a wound in his belly, which muſt have been 


by the deceaſed's ſword. 
John Barnes, the drawer. I threw: the priſoner” s great 


coat over his ſhoulders as he was going out. Mr. Hawkins 


came out firſt, and aſked if his chair was at the door, I ſaid, 
Yes. Mr. Blunt followed, and I went to unbar the door; 


the reſt of the company not coming, I went back and met 
Mr. Rich, he bid me open the door: 1 thought he meant the 


fireet:door, and was turning that way again, but he ſwore at 
me, and told me the other door, 1 opened it, and went in 


firſt, and the deceaſed and the priſoner were both with their 
ſwords in their hands, pointing towards each other. The de- 


ceaſed cloſed with the priſoner, in a manner as if he was ra- 


ther falling than puſhing, and the priſoner with his left hand 
had hold of the deceaſed, who, as ſoon as we parted them, 


was ſo weak, that he could not ſtand. I did not ſee him 
bleeding when I came into the room, though I cried out to 
the priſoner, For God's ſake what are you doing ? 


Priſonor. Did not you fee the deceaſed offer to ſtab me 
in the back ? | 


Barnes. No. 
Mr. Zurdet, a Surgeon. The next day in the evening the 


_ priſoner ſent a- coach to my houſe, with a letter for me, in- 
forming me, that he had been wounded in a rencounter, and 


deſiring me to come to him. I went, and found him in bed 
at the houſe of Mrs. Gardiner, in Dean-ſtreet, near Red- 
lion- ſquare, where he had concealed himſelf. He had one 


- wound below his knee an inch and half long, and another 
on his buttock, two of his fingers were cut in the firſt joint, 


and he ſhewed me three or four holes in his breeches, but 
none of his wounds were above a quarter of an inch deep, 


and that in his leg had but juſt raiſed the ſkin. 


Mrs. Gardiner. The priſoner came to my houſe about 
two o'clock in the morning: he was bloody, and, upon 


ſearching him, I found a wound in his buttock as deep as my 


finger, and I dreſſed it for him. T4, 
Wo > Court, 
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Court. The evidence is plain, that the priſoner gave the 
firſt provocation; and, it is not denied, that he afterwards 
killed the deceaſed. The queſtion is, Whether from the 
time the priſoner threw the bottle, to the time the deceaſed 


received the wound, there was any reconciliation? If there 


was not, J think it can be no leſs than murder. 

The jury found there was no reconciliation; but not be- 
ing ſatisfied as to the murder, they agreed upon a ſpecial 
verdict, | 

The council on both ſides attending, they ſtated the 
principal points of the evidence for the conſideration of the 


Judges. 


What the priſoner's council drew up, was to this effect. 


% We find, that the priſoner, the deceaſed, and three 
more, met at the tavern, where they all appeared very friend- 
ly. A box and dice were called for - they played ſome time 


together, till Mr. Rich ſaid, Who will ſet me three half- 


crowns? The deceaſed put down three half pence, and ſaid, 
I'll fet ye three pieces. The priſoner ſaid, That's impertinent. 
The deceaſed anſwered, He that ſays I am impertinent, is a 
raſcal. The priſoner threw a bottle, and the deceaſed threw 
a glaſs. They both got up and took their ſwords ; but one 
of the company ſtepped in, and prevented their engaging. 
They ſat down again to drink, ſtaid about an hour, and then 
the company broke up. The oriſoner put on his great coat. 
They all went out of the room. The priſoner and the de- 
ceaſed returned, the door was ſhut, and the claſhing of ſwords 
was heard.“ 


The council for the king 3 the evidence to the follow- 


| ing ee 


c We find, that on the 2d of February, the oriſoner, the 
deceaſed, and three others, were in company at the Caſtle- 
tavern, and continued in a peaceable manner for about two 
hours, The priſoner then called for a box and dice, but none 
being to be had, he called for the pepper-box, which was 
brought. Dice were found upon the table; they played at 
hazard. Mr. Rich aſked, who would ſet him three half- 
crowns ? The deceaſed, in a jocular manner, laid down three 


half-pence, and ſaid, There's three pieces. The priſoner cal- 
led him an impertinent puppy, and threw a bottle at him, 
which miſſed my but bruſhed his wig. The deceaſed toſſed 


a glaſs 
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a glaſs, or 2 candleſtick, at the priſoner, which did not hit 


him. They both roſe up and took their ſwords ; but were pre- 


vented from fighting. They fat down again. The deceaſed 
offered to be friends with the priſoner ; but the priſoner an- 


ſwered, No, God du ye! Þ'll have your blood, by God! 
In about an hour after this, the company all went out of the 
room; but the priſoner called to the deceaſed, and ſaid, 
Young gentleman, a word with ye. They both returned into 
the room, the door was {hut with violence, and the claſhing 
of ſwords was heard. — We ind, that from the time the bottle 
was flung, to the time of the MERE up of the company, 
there was no reconciliation.” 


Theſe two rough draughts being compared, and ſome al- 
terations being made, a third was drawn up, which was a- 
greed to, and ſigned by the jury, and was to this tenor: 


„ We find, that on the 2d of February Jaſt, about ten 


at night, the priſoner, the deceaſed, John Rich Thomas 
Hawkins, and Michael Blunt, met in a friendly manner in 


a room in the Caſtle- Tavern in Drury-Lane. That, after 
they had been there about two hours, a box and dice were 
called for. The drawer ſaid they had dice, but no box: The 
priſoner then ſaid, bring the pepper-box. It ws brought, 
They played at hazard; and after ſome time Mr. Rich afked 
who would ſet him three halt-crowns ? the priſoner ſet him: 

Mr. Rich won, and at the ſame time the deceaſed put down 


three half-pence, and ſaid, I have ſet ye three pieces. The | 


prifoner ſaid he was an impertinent puppy. The deceaſed an- 


iwered, he that calls me an impertinent puppy is a raſcal: 


upon which the priſoner took up a bottle, and with violence 
threw it at the deceaſed's head; it did not hit him, but only 


bruſhed his wig; and he in return toſſed a glaſs or a candle- 
ſtick at the priſoner, but it did not reach him. Then they 


both aroſe and took their ſwords, which both hung up in the 
room: the deceaſed being nimbleſt, got his ſword firſt and 


drew it, and ſtood at a diſtance upon his own defence. The 


priſoner was drawing his ſword, and coming towards the 
deceaſed, but Mr. Rich interpoſed, and prevented him : up- 


on which the deceaſed threw away his ſword, and they all 


ſat down again. The deceaſed not Jong afterwards, offered 
his hand to the priſoner, and ſpoke to this effect: We have 
had hot words, Major, and you were the aggreſſor, but let 
us paſs it over and be friends. The priſoner anſwered, No, 
God dn ye, I'll have your blood. When the reckoning 

| was 
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was paid they all went out of the room: the priſoner, who 
had his great coat thrown over his ſhoulder, called back the 
deceaſed, and ſaid, Young man, a word with ye; upon which 
the deceaſed returried : they both re-entered the room, the 
door was ſhut with violence, and all others excluded. A 


claſhing of ſwords was heard. The deceaſed received a mortal 
wound, of which he died the next day: on which day it like- 


wiſe appeared that the priſoner had three flight wounds, And 
the deceaſed, being aſked on his death-bed, if he received his 
wound fairly ? he anſwered faintly, I think I did. That, from 
the time of throwing the bottle, to the WY up of the 
company, there was no reconciliation,” - 


This was the ſubſtance of the ſpecial verdict. The priſoner 
who had entertained ſtrong hopes of coming off with a ver- 
dict of manſlaughter, was remanded back to Newgate, where 
he continued tolerably eaſy for about a year, being free from 
irons, and lodged in the moſt commodious room in the gaol. 
And finding by this time, that the proſecutor had taken no 
ſteps towards bringing on the hearing of the ſpecial verdict | 
before the judges, he grew pretty confident, that it would be 
determined in his favour, and imagined that the profecutor 
was of the ſame opinion. At length he reſolved to move the 
judges of the King's-Bench, for a concilium to be made for 
arguing the ſpecial. verdict b the court. On Monday, 


the 5th of February, an habeas- corpus being iſſued, be was 
carried from Newgate to the King's-Bench bar, where the 
court ordered a concilium accordingly, and aſſigned Mr. Ser. 


Jane Baines and Mr. Serjeant Eyre, to be his council; Mr, 
aſterman to be his cler k in court, and Thomas Oliver, Eſqz 
to be his agent or ſolicitor. On Friday following he was 
again carried to the bar of the King's-Bench .court, where 
Mr. Serjeant Darnel, on the part of the king, opened the 
ſpecial verdict. He was anſwered on the part of the priſoner 


by Mr. Serjeant Eyre; after which, the lord chief juſtice 
Raymond declared, that he would take the opinion of all his 


brethren the judges, as ſoon as they could conveniently meet 
together, in order finally to determine the caſe, Fe 
The priſoner was ordered back to Neweate : but on his 


| way thither he ſtopped and dined at the King” 5-Armg-Ta- 


vern in the Strand, where he expreſſed himſelf with great joy 


and ſatisfaction in being aſſured, as he ſaid, that the ſpecial 


verdict would be determined in his favour ; and that he bad 
nothing now to do but to get into the army, and repair 
| 10 3A a | the 
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the loſs he had ſuffered in- the proſecution, by 1 
the enemy. 


The affair enen in ſuſpence til Saturday the 6th of E 
May, 1727, when the judges met at Serjeant's-Inn, to put 


(if poſſible) an end to it. Mr. Serjeant Baines being indiſ- 
poſed, could not attend, and therefore Mr. Kettleby was em- 
ployed for the priſoner. 


While their lordſhips were ſitting, the priſoner was ex- 


treamly merry in Newgate, over a bowl of punch, his favou- 
rite liquor, drinking the healths of the judges ; who, he ſaid, 
were then working his deliverance, for, as he had done no- 
thing but what became a man of honour, he was well aſſured 
they would not hurt him. 

But, in the midſt of his mirth, he was interrupted by 3 


raſh friend of his, who coming to Newgate, affirmed with a 
great oath, that eleven of the twelve judges were of opinion 


he was guilty of wilful murder. T his was a great allay to 


his hopes, and (to uſe his own 8 frighted him —— 


ably. 


Fe had two or three men attending about Serjeants-Inn 


to liſten for news, and none of them returning to him 


that night, it encreaſed his fears, and gave him no ſmall 


uneaſineſs. 

The judges having heard the arguments of the counell on 
both ſides, broke up about ten at night, without publickly 
declaring their opinions; few people could ſpeak with cer- 
tainty : but, from ſeyeral circumſtances which had been taken 


notice of, it was generally thought, that the prifoner either 
was, or ſoon would be declared guilty of murder. | 


He found his affairs were now in a dangerous ſituation, and 
therefore began to think of muſtering up all his friends, for 
fear he ſhould be driven to the neceſſity of applying to the 
king for mercy. 


He did not, however, wholly deſpair of the judges, for he 
ſtill flattered himſelf with ſome hopes that they would at laſt 


determine in his favour; till the keeper of Newgate acquaint- 


ed him, that, in order to prevent his eſcape, he muſt ſubmit | 


to be double ironed, and to have a man placed in his room on 
nights. He appeared extremely ſhocked at this, and deſired 
to know, whether it proceeded from a Tecret order of the 


judges, or from any falſe information that the keeper might 


have had, of his intending to make his eſcape : he was wil- 
ling to hope the FRO but the keeper, without giving him 
any 
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any ſatis faction, ordered his ſervant to fetter him directly, at 
which it is ſaid he wept bitterly : but, having in ſome mea- 
ſure recovered himſelf, he ſpent moſt of the remaining part 
of the day in writing letters to the lord-mayor, and to ſome 
of the judges, complaining of the hardſhips he ſuffered by this 
treatment. But the keeper receiving no orders to. take the 
jrons off, the major then concluded, that the judges had found 
him guilty. N „„ 

The perſon appointed to lie of nights in the major's room 
was John Hooper, the preſent executioner, who was one 
thought well qualified for fo important a truſt, And indeed 
his behaviour anſwered the character given him, for he ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo well in this employment, that the place of 
executioner being afterwards vacant, he was immediately pro- 
moted to it by virtue of his own perſonal merit, without bri- 
bery or corruption. | = 

But as honeſt a fellow as Jack was, yet, when the keeper 


introduced him to the major, the major it ſeems did not much 
like his looks ; for, ſays he, What the devil do ye bring 
this fellow here for? wheneyer I look at him 1 ſhall think of 
hanging. 


A few days, however, not only reconciled the major to 
his new companion, but made him even fond of his company, 
for Jack was a comical fellow: he would tell a hundred wild, 
out- of-the way ftories, writhe his face to all the figures in geo- 
metry, and play a world of monkey tricks, with which the 
major was exceedingly diverted, . N 

About three weeks after this, the king's council moved for 
the priſoner to be brought up to the King's-Bench bar to re- 
ceiye the judgment of the court, relating to the determina- 


tion of the ſpecial verdict. He was accordingly carried up 


thither on Monday the 12th of June, when the lord chief 


Juſtice Raymond declared to him, that the judges had unani- 


mouſly found him guilty of wilful murder; and acquainted 

him with the ſeveral reaſons on which this general opinion 

was founded. | | | wy | 
The priſoner obſerving that great ſtreſs was laid on that 


wicked and malicious expreſſion of his to the deceaſed, God 
 d—n: you, Fll have your blood; he declared, that as he 


hoped-to find mercy at the hands of Almighty God, he never 
made uſe of that expreſſion. In the next place he prayed to 
be recommended to his majeſty's clemency, in regard to his 


long and faithful ſervices in the army. As to the firſt he was 


told, that as the words were ſworn, and ſtood. in the ſpecial 
verdict, his allegation availed nothing; and to the ſecond, that 
155 | . as 
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as that was a court of juſtice, he muſt apply elſewhere for 
mercy. Then the court remanded him back to Newgate, 
and ordered him to be brought again on Monday following, 
to receive ſentence, 

Purſuant to this order, on Monday the 19th cf Tune, he 
was carried up a ſecond time, and ſentence of death was paſ- 
ſed upon him, and his execution was ordered to be on the 3d 
of July following. 

His friends in London had already done what they could to 
procure him a reprieve, but without any proſpect of ſucceſs 
and now he was reſolved to try his relations in the country, 
tho” he had formerly treated them with no ſmall degree of in- 
ſolence. An appearance of humility was, however, neceſlary 
at this time. He therefore wrote very ſubmiſſive letters to 
them, begging pardon for what was paſt, and entreating them 
to come to town, and aſſiſt him at this critical junQure. 

Some of them came up from. Leiceſterſhire, and one im- 
mediately made him a viſit; but, upon ſome diſguſt, returned 
into the country in greater haſte than he came from thence ; 
| which mede it believed that the major 's haughty temper had 
got the fart of his hypocriſy. Another gentleman indeed, 
tho? not ſo nearly related as the former, continued with him 
till the day of his death, and on 8 occaſions acted the part 
of a real friend. 

The major pretended an inctusby with moſt of the nobility 
in the kingdom; but, when his relations came to enquire into 
the ſtate of his affaits, they could not meet with one who was 
willing to ſpeak for him, nor even ſo much as to deliver his 
petition. 

About a week before his death, a paper was publiſaed un- 


der the title of, The Weight of Blood: being the caſe of 


mejor John Oneby. It contained ihe /trial taken verbatim, 
from the Seſſions Paper: part of Mr. Hales, of Eaton's ſer- 
mon upon duels, and fir Richard Steel's Theatre, numb. 26, 

on the ſame ſubject; beſides which, there are only three or 

four ſhort paragraphs, one to introduce, and the other to con- | 
clude. In the latter are the following paſſages: 


But as to Oneby, * tis greatly to be feared, that, as he 
lived a profligate, he will die a reprobate, having declared 
ſince his conviction, that neither his confinement, nor his 
crime, ever gave him ſo much uneaſineſs as his d—d garters, 
(as he is pleaſed to ſtile his fetters). After ſentence pronoun- 
ced, this bravo ſhowed e marks of a very great inter- 
nal ſhook,” : OE 
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Tt ſeems the writer of this paper, a little before it ap- 
peared in print, went to the Major in Newgate, and told 
him he had heard that ſuch a thing was in the preſs, but 
would uſe his utmoſt endeavours to have it ſuppreſſed, for fear 
it ſhould obſtruct the meaſures that were taking to obtain a 
reprieve.  - : | : 

Probably the writer wanted matter to fill up bis paper, and 
came with this pretence, in hapes of hearing or ſeeing ſome- 
thing that might anſwer his purpoſe. - But whatever was the 
real motive, as ſoon as the Major ſaw the paper, and under- 
ſtood that the perſon who had been with him was concerned 
in it, he fell into a terrible fury, and made no ſcruple of be- 
ſtowing his curſes upon him, even in the Preſence of the 
Ordinary of Newgate. He tried ſeveral ſtratagems to decoy 
the poor author to the priſon, in order to give him proper 
diſcipline, though they proved ineffectual; and this he had 


- fo much at heart, that no more than three days before his 


death, he declared; that he deſired but one thing before he left 
the world; and being aſked what ic was? He anſwered, no- 
thing but to have the ſatisfaction of taking my leave of that 


raſcally fellow, with a bulls pizzle. 


It is reported, that about the ſame time, an Undertak 
came to the Preſs-Yard in Newgate, and ſent in the follow- 


ing letter to the Major. 


| Honoured SIR, 2 2 NN 


F HIS is to inform you, that I follow the buſineſs of 
an Undertaker, in Drury-Lane, where I have lived 
many years, and am well known to ſeveral of your friends. 
As you are to die on Monday, and have not, as I ſuppoſe, - 
ſpoke to any body elſe about your funeral, if your honour 
ſhall think fit to give me orders, 1 will perform it as chedþ, 
and in as decent a manner as any man alive. 


| Your honour's unknown 


Humble ſervant, 
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No wonder if, this letter put Oneby into ſuch a paſſion, 


that the Undertaker thought it expedient to make off with as 


* * * 


much: haſte as he coul. | 
It is added, that at night, when John Hooper came as uſual 


to watch in the Major's chamber, the Major called to him, 
Jack! faid he, what do you think? D—n my blood ! if 


there was. not an Undertaker here to-day : the fon of a 
b—h ſaid he would bury me as decently as any man alive. 
O dn the rogue! I wiſh I could but meet with him! | 
Oneby continued to write letters to ſeveral perſons of diſ- 
tinction, begging them to intercede for him; but without ef- 
fe. On Saturday the 2d of July, his friends ſent him word, 
that his petition had been delivered ; but all was over. 258 
About ten at night he went to bed as uſual. About four 
the next morning he called for a glaſs of brandy and wa- 


ter, and then raiſing himſelf up in his bed, he wrote 


his laſt will and teſtament in manner and form following: 


= Couſin Turvill, give Mr. Ackerman, the turnkey below 
Rairs, half a guinea; and Jack, who waits in my room, five 
ſhillings. The poor devils have had a great deal of trouble 


with me ſince J have been here. 


This being done, he laid down again, and deſired Jack 
and another man who waited at the door, to be ſtill, 


that he might compoſe himſelf againſt the coming of his 
About ſeven, he ſaid faintly to his footman, 


friends. — 
who then came into the room, who is that? Philip? A 


"gentleman, coming to his bed-ſide ſoon after, called Major! 


Major! but bearing no anſwer, he drew open the curtains, 
and found him weltring in his blood, and juſt expiring. 


Mr. Green, a neighbouring ſurgeon, was inſtantly ſent for; 


but before he came the Major was dead. He had made ſo deep 
a wound in his wriſt with a penknife, that he bled to 
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Some of the foregoing particulars we have taken from a 
pamphlet entitled, A Narrative of the Life of John Oneby, 
Eſq; we ſhall now add a few more from the ſame piece, re- 


| lating to him before the murder of Mr. Gower. 


& John Oneby, aged about fifty-three years, was born at 
Barwell in Leiceſterſhire. His father was an attorney of 


' unblemiſhed character, and practiſed with great ſucceſs. He 


took care to beſtow an education on his ſon John, as deſign- 
ing him for the buſineſs of the law; who accordingly ſerved a 


clerkſhip 
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glerkſhip with a gentleman of great eminence in his profeſſion: 
but, proving a youth of an aſpiring and haughty temper, his 
head ran upon things greater than the pfoviſion they had 2 
or were capable of making for him. | 

“ The cuſtody of the great ſeal of England being com- 
mitted to Sir Nathan Wright, a very near relation of Mr. 
Oneby's mother, application was made to this gentleman, to 
beftow ſome genteel employment on his young kinſman 3 
but nothing greater than the place of his train-bearer could be 
procured. | | 

«« His great ſpirit brooked with it for ſome time, hoping 

that ſomething better would offer: but, as nothing did, he 
quitted the lord-keeper's ſervice, and took a reſolution of 
going abroad into the army. 
His friends ſoon procured bim a commiſſion, and he 
ſerved in ſeveral campaigns under the late Duke of Marl- 
borough in Flanders, where he acquired the reputation of a 
gallant officer, he having diſtinguiſhed ' himſelf in ſeveral 
battles and ſieges, and received divers wounds. 

He having once the misfortune to quarrel with an officer 


of horſe at Bruges, they went out together from the camp 
and fought. His. antagoniſt received a mortal wound, and 
died the next day. But this being done, as the people of 


honour, call it fairly, Mr. Oneby was called to a court-martial, 
and very honourably acquitted ; and had now eſtabliſhed that 
vain, empty character, ſo much admired by too many in the 
army, viz. of having felled his man. 

The next exploit of this nature was performed by him 


at Port Royal, in Jamaica; where, fighting a duel with one 


Lieutenant Tooley, they were both deſperately wounded.— 
Mr. Tooley languiſhed for about eight months, and then 
died ; but, having been Jong before reconciled to Mr. 
Oneby, the latter was never called in queſtion about his 
death. | 


« Having ſerved about twenty-two years in the army, and 


Tifing gradually, according to his right of ſeniority, he at 


length attained to the rank of a Major in the regiment of 
dragoons commanded by the hon. Brigadier Honey wood; 
but upon the peace of Utrecht, his pay was curtailed, and a 
ſtop put to his farther preferment. 

In theſe circumſtances he returned to England, verſed 
in all. kinds of vice, particularly gaming, to which he had 


much addicted himſelf in the camp, and had there met ſeve- 


ral revolutions of fortune. Sometimes an auſpicious hand of 


dice having enabled — to make an entertainment for the chief 
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generals in the army; his ambition leading him to great pro- 


fuſeneſs that way, when it has been in his power. And at 


bother times his ill luck has reduced him to ſcandalous neceſ- 


ſities. He now aſſociated himſelf with the principal game- 
ſters of this town, deſigning to ſupport himſelf after their 
example; and frequented all the public places of reſort, where 
gentlemen played, being ſeldom without cards or dice in his 


. pockets, And there is no doubt but it was he who conveyed 
the dice upon the table at the Caſtle- Tavern, in Drury-Lane, 
which produced gaming; the conſequence whereof was then 
the murder of Gower ; and ſince that of himſelf.” 
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JEREMY FITZPATRICK and WILLIAM SMITH, 
alias CLARK, for Fe.ony, March, 1725-26. 


JEREMY FITZPATRICK and WILLIAM SMITH, 


alias Clark, were indicted for ſtealing a caſk, and five 


gallons of brandy, the goods of John Emmerton, January 


5 f John Emmerton. On the 3d of January, in the after- 


noon, the priſoner, Smith, came to my ſhop, and ſaid 


he wanted half an anchor of brandy for a cuſtomer of his 3 


we agreed upon the price, and that he ſhould pay ready mo- 


ney for it, if his cuſtomer liked it; but otherwiſe the porter 


ſhould bring it back, and he, this priſoner, ſhould pay the 


porterage. | accordingly ſent my porter with the caſk of 
brandy, and gave him ftrict orders not to deliver it without 
money. The porter came back with a full caſk, but it was 
full of water inſtead of brandy. 


Porter, I waſs put the caſk of Prandy into a creat pag, 


and was carry it alonk with the preſſioner, William Smit, to 


the ſign of the Anchor ale-houſe in the Saffy. And fo aſs 


we were coing tokether, honeſt porter, ſays he, if my 
friend was like the Prandy, I was kive you the money for 
it, put if he don't, you muſt take it pack again. It is ferry 
well, Sir, ſays 1; ant ſo we went into the houſe. I pitcht 
my purden upon the taple, and there was the preſſaner, 
Fitzpatrick, a ſitting upon a pench py the fire-fide, ant he 
had cot a plue apron on like the landlort of the houſe, Come, 
honeſty, ſays he, fit down while you ftant, and call for a pins 
of Peer, and ſo I tid ; and while 1 was trinking, Smit was 
take a caſk of prandy, and fet in a corner of a room, pe- 
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co pehint the ſcreen ant pring out my pag with the caſk in its 
and I was take it upon my pack, ant carry it home akain 


ing, the 3d of laſt month, he brought an empty half anchor 


went into the yard, and there I ſaw both him and Smith, fil- 


they carried it away. 


W TY $6 ws va 


carried it behind the ſcreen, from whence he brought a glaſs 


water into the porter's bag, and ſend him away: as ſoon as 
be was gone, they both carried out another caſk between 
did not pleaſe my cuſtomer ;- and, when he came to taſte it, 
and, if he changed it, and cheated his maſter, I cannot help 


| elf know nothing of the matter, 
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t to Fitzpatrick, Here lantlort, ſays he, ſee how you was 
like this prandy. So when Fitzpatrick was trink a little of it, 
he ſaid, Why arra fait now, I was not like it at all: the pran- 
dy as you prought me pefore was after being petter as this, 
Inteet (ſays Smit) I am ferry ſorry waſs not like the prandy, 
for I think it ifs aſs coot as ever you hat, put if you ton't 
think ſo too, the porter muſt carry it pack akain, for I mate 
my parkain to return it, if it tid not pleaſe you. And ſo he was 


E 


put when I waſs come to open it, the tiffel a pit of prandy 
was there, for it waſs full of water. | | 


Edward Freeman. The priſoner Fitzpatrick and I lodge 
both in the ſame houſe. About 11 o'clock on Monday morn- 


into my room, and, ina little time, carried it out again. 
ling the ſame caſk with water. Fitzpatrick ſaid, My friend 


here has ſpilt ſome brandy, and we are meaſuring the caſk, 
to ſee how much there was in it. When they had filled it, 


Mrs. . The two priſoners came with this caſk of 
water to our houſe (Mr. Dockrell's, at the anchor in the 
Savoy) and there they ſmutted it to make it look like an old 
one. Then Smith went out, and Fitzpatrick put on a blue 
apron, which I never ſaw him wear before, but I ſuppoſe it 
was that he might be taken for the landlord of the houſe. 
He was fitting by the fire when Smith came back with a por- 
ter, who pitched his bag, with a caſk in it, upon the table. 
Then they called for a pint of beer for the porter, and, while 
he was drinking, Smith cook the caſk out of the bag, and 


of brandy to Fitzpatrick, who taſted of it, but ſaid he did 
not like it. Preſently after this, T ſaw Smith put the caſk of 


them. | Bet | „ 
Smith. I made my bargain to ſend the brandy back if it 
he did not like it, and ſo I bid the porter take it away again; 8 


. I am ſure that Fitzpatrick is entirely innocent; for I my- 


$3 


| Fitzpatrick, Fait now, if I don't mauke my innoſhen(h 
appear, I will be after forfeiting both my head and ears to th 
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honourable court. And, in the firft plauſh concerning the 
ca{hk of water: be my ſhout now tiſh honeſt man, William 
Smith, took down an empty caſhk of water, that lay upon 
tc ground, to ſhee whether or no it waſh leaky, and aſh 1 
hope to be ſhaved tat is all I know of te matter: and, in the 
next plauſh, conſherning my wearing a blue apron. If tiſh 
honourable court will pleaſh to be after aſhking any body that 
knowlh it, they will give you ſhatisfaction tat J kept an ale- 


houſh above a doſhen years ago, but meeting with gre: (n. 
es and miſhfortunes, I was forſhed to leave off trade . 2nd 
turn merchant, and ſho I took a warehouſh up three © of 


ſtairſn, and ſhold brandy. And therefore I hope your ku ur- 
able worſhips tat fit upon the bench, will be after tauking it 
into conſhideraution, for I have got a wife and four fmall fa 
miliſh to maintain me. 

| Court. As the agreement was, that they ſhould not "TAL 
the brandy till they had paid for it: and, as they took it 
without paying for it, and without the porter's leave, it was 
felony in them, the ſame as it would have been in any other 
perſon, if he had I taken it without ebenen © to 
buy it. | 


The Jury found the n . Tranſportation, 


BURNWORTH, BLEWIT, 'DICKENSON, BERRY, 
LEGEE, and HIGGS, at halten Ates, for Men- 
4 DER, April, 1726. 


7. H ESE fix criminals were commit: ed to Wes for 
the murder of Thomas Ball, in the Mint, Southwark. 

On Wedneſday, March 30, 1726, a Habeas Corpus be- 
ing brought for removing them to Kingſton, they were 
alf put into a waggon, hand- cuffed and fettered, to be car- 
ried down thither, under a guard of the duke of Bolton's 
horſe. _ 

As they paſſed along the road, they behaved in the moſt 

audacious manner imaginable, rattling their irons, laughing, 
ſinging, ſwearing, and huzzaing. 
About noon they came to Kingſton, and were all put in- 
to the ſtock-houſe. The judges arrived the ſame day, when 
; Ry for holding the aſſizes were opened and 
rea 


4 .. 2 The 


brought to the bar and arraigned, 
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The next day a bill was found againſt the priſoners, and, 
on the day following, being the firſt of April, they were 
Five of them pleaded not 
guilty ; but Burnworth refuſed to plead, till a watch, a hat, 
a Wig, and other things, which had been taken from him by 
the perſons who apprehended him, were reſtored, His thumbs 


were tied, as uſual in ſuch caſes ; but he continuing obſtinate, 


the court "paſſed ſentence upon him to be preſſed to death. 
Burnworth being carried to the ſtock-houſe to be put under 
the. preſs, the court proceeded to the trial of the others, 


William Blewit, Emanuel Dickenſin, Thomas Berry, alias | 


Teague, Fobn Legee, alias Large, alias Leggy, and Jobn Higgs, 
alias Hlichs, together with Edward Burnworth, alias Frazier, 
(not then in court) were indicted for the murder of Thomas 
Ball; Blewit and Burnworth, by giving him with a leaden 


bullet, diſcharged from a piſtol, one mortal wound, on the 


24th of January laſt, of which he inftantly died ; and. the 


Others for aiding, abetting, comforting, and maintaining the 


ſaid Blewit and Burnworth, in committing the ſaid murder. 


The council for the king having opened the indictment, 
and evidence againſt the priſoners, the witneſſes were called 
and- ſworn. | 


Will. Marjoram, alias Huggady. On the 24th of Janna 
laſt, I and Burnworth, Legee, and Higgs, met at an ale-houſe 


in White horſe- alley, in Chick-lane, from whence we went 
into the fields, where having four or hve piſtols about us, we 
_ diſcharged them ſeveral times, to try whether they were in 


order or not: then we proceeded to Copenhagen-houſe, where 
we met with Blewit, Dickenſon, Berry, and one Wilſon 


(who is not yet taken). They told us they had been ſhooting 


birds; we ſhook hands together, and each company ſpent 
about eighteen pence, after which, we joined recconings, and 


ſpent a ſhilling more. Burnworth went to caſting bullets in a 

mold. He was very expert at it, and when he had made as 
many as he thought ſufficient, he diſtributed them to the 
company. The next thing we did, was cleanvig our piſtols: 
we had eight or ten of them among us all. From Copenha- 
gen- houſe, we went to Black mary's-hole, where we ſpent 


about ſeven ſhillings in beer, brandy, and geneva, and then 


went towards Chick. lane again; but, being met in Turnmill- 
ſtreet by captain Walker, the keeper of New-priſon, {from 
whence Burnworth had made his eſcape] and, he calling to 
Burn worth! in order to have ſome talk with him, * came 
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to kich words; but Burnworth clapping his hands to his pock- 
ets, as if he intended to draw his piſtols, the captain left him; 
but a mob being gathered, and we underſtanding that the 
high conſtable had got ſome intelligence of us, we all made 
our way thro' White-horſe-alley, fwearing we would ſhoot 
the firſt man that followed us. We proceeded thus to Black- 
friars- ſtairs, where we took water, and landed at Paris- -garden- 
ſtairs, and from thence went to the Gun mulic-houſe, in 
St. George's-felds, where we danced with three women till 
about five in the evening. Soon after we all went from the 
mufic-houſe into the fields, and, it being quite dark, Burn- 
worth propoſed to go to Mr. Ball's houſe and kill him, and 
aſked us, if we would agree to it. We all conſented except 
Higgs, and he declared that he would not go. So the reſt 
of us went, and when we came into Mr. Ball's houſe, his 
wife was fitting by the fire. We aſked her, where her huſ- 
band was? and fhe ſaid, he was not at home; but he unfor- 
tunately came to the door at that very time, Burnworth pre- 
ſently took him by the collar, and forcibly brought him into 
the houſe, and ſat him in a chair by the fire-ſide: his wife, 
ſuſpecting ſome miſchief, was going forward, and endeavour- 
ed to get into the ſtreet ; but Legee, clapping a piſtol] to her 
breaft, ſwore he would ſhoot her, if ſhe offered to ſtir. Then 
Byrnworth ſaid to Ball, How could you be ſuch a rogue as 
to feek my life, by endeavouring to apprehend me laſt Sa- 
turday night? But I'll prevent any ſuch thing for the future; 
and, with that, he took a piſto] out of his waiftcoat pocket, 
and lifting up Ball's arm, he ſhot him near the left pap, of 
which wound he preſently died. The noiſe drew a crowd of 
people about the houſe, and ſeveral of them attempted to 
come in; but Berry, having a piſtol in his hand, ſwore, he 
would ſhoot the firſt that entered. Then we all went out of 
the houſe, and, the crowd ftill continuing, Blewit fired a 
piſtol over their heads, and that diſperſed them. From thence 
we came to the Faulcon-ftairs, and there meeting with Higgs, 
he went with us to Pig-ftairss When we came to Fleet- 
ſtreet, the company parted, and Higgs and 1 went toge- 
ther. | 
ann Ball, the widow of the deceaſed. On the 24th of Ja- 

nuary laſt in the evening, as I was fitting by the fire-ſide, 
the priſoners and others came in two by two, to the number 
of 7 or 8: Burnworth enquired for my huſband, I ſaid he was 
not within, but he was hard by, and 1 would cal him if they 
wanted him. I was afraid they had ſome villainous deſign, 
and therefore Was going out in order to give my huſband no- 
| tice 


eight men in my boat, from Black-friars-ſtairs, to r— 
ol | | en. 
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tice of what company there was in our houſe, that he wight 


not come home ; but ſome of them cried out, Stop the bitch! 


Juſt at that inſtant my huſband unhappily entered the door, 


upon which they violently dragged him into the houſe, forced 


him to fit down in a chair, drew down the ſaſh of the win- 
dow, and bolted. the ſtreet door. My huſband then ſaid to 


'Blewit, I hope you deſign me no harm, for I never intended 


to do you any. No, ſays Blewit, and we'll take care that 


you never ſhall. Upon which Burnworth ſtept up to my 


huſband, lifted up his arm, and clapped a piſtol to his breaſt. 
I was extreamly frighted, and ran out at the back door but, 
before could get to a neighbour s houſe, I heard the piſtol 
go off, Then the priſoner came to the ftreet door, diſ- 


charged another piſtol, and ſaid, Now follow us, who dare | 


And ſo they went their ways. 

Richard Ball, the deccaſed's brother. I and my brother 
were drinking at the Standard ale-houſe, which is hard by 
his houſe. And, he being ſent for home, I deſired him not to 
ſtay. He ſaid, he would only cut a pork-ſtake for ſupper, 
and return immediately, But, finding that he ſtaid longer 


than ordinary, I grew impatient, and was reſolved to know 
the reaſon of it, and therefore (having an oak ſtick in 


my hand) I went to fee after him. When I came to the 
houſe, looking over the ſettle that ſtands in the drinking- 
room, I faw Blewit and Burnworth there, and the houſe in 
confuſion, Meeting with ſome inſults from Blewit, I made 


an offer at him with f my ſtick; upon which a piſtol was diſ- 


charged, but I cannot ſay by whom, 
| A Woman. I ſaw Higgs with a piſtol in his hand, in and 


about Mr, Ball's houſe, at the time he was murdered, for 1 
was then preſent in the room. 


Court, Marjoram ! Did you ſee this Woman in the houſe ? 
Marjoram. Yes. 


Court, You ſaid that Higgs refuſed to go with you. Can 
you take upon you to ſwear that he was not preſent when the 


murder was committed ? 
 Marjoram. I cannot ſwear that. 

Captain Malter, keeper of New-priſon. I met the pri- 
foners in Turnmill-ſtreet, as Marjoram has ſworn, and I de- 
ſigned to follow them, in order to have apprehended Blewit 


and Burr,worch ; but, a gentleman telling me, that they had 
threatened to ſhoot the firſt man that came after them, I de- 
clined going. 


A Waterman, On the 24th of January laſt, I carried 
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den. I know that ſeveral of the priſoners were of that com- 
pany, for I remember moſt of their faces. | 
A Profiitute, I danced with the priſoners at the Gun mu- 
fic- houſe. Legee enquired of me if Mr. Ball ever uſed that 
houſe. I told him No; and then he pulled out a piſtol, and 
faid, Here's that as ſhall do his buſineſs ; and in half an hour 
afterwards I heard that Mr. Ball was murdered. | | 3 
Mrs. Jones. I keep Copenhagen-houſe. On the 24th of | 
January laſt; the priſoners, and ſome others, met at my houſe, 
where they made bullets, and cleaned their piſtols. I was 
uneaſy at it, and wanted them to be gone, for I did not like 
their company; but they pretended they met there only to 


ſhoot birds. | | | 
Mr. Allen. That night as Mr. Ball was murdered, I hap- 
pened to be in a night-cellar at Charing-Croſs, when Blewit, 


Burnworth, and Dickenſon came in there, and I heard Burn- 
worth ſay to them, Ha'n't I tipp*d it Tom Ball? a, 
The priſoner Berry. Here is a letter that I had from Mar- 
joram. In this letter he owns he cannot ſwear that I was any 
way concerned in the murder. | 
. .Berry's mother and ſiſter. Marjoram ſaid the ſame thing 
to us. ER | | 
Court. What do you ſay to that, Marjoram ? 
Marjoram. My lord, I own that Mrs. Berry gave me 
half a guinea not to ſwear that her ſon was in the room, and 
I promiſed, that I would not ſwear it: but I will ſwear and 
inſiſt upon it, that he was in the entry, and about the door, 
and was very active. 5 


The other priſoners denied the fact, but offered nothing 
material in their defence, and the jury found them all guilty. 
Death. | 15 | | 


Edward Burnworth being put under the preſs, continued 
an hour and three minutes with a weight of three hundred, 
three quarters, and two pounds upon him, and then he-pray- 
ed, that he might be brought to the bar again, which the 
court granted, and he was arraizned, and pleaded not guilty. 
The evidence againſt him was the ſame in effect as againſt his 
comrades, | : 0 


The jury found him guilty, and he received ſentence of 
death with the other priſoners, on Monday the 4th of April. 
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An Account of BuknwoRTH, and his Companions, 


*DWARD BURN WORTH, alias FRAZIER, was about 
*- twenty-three years of age at the time of his death. His 
father, who was a painter, put him apprentice to a buckle- 


maker, in Grub- ſtreet; but neglecting his maſter's buſineſs, he 


ſpent a great deal of his time in cudgel-playing, and wreſtling 
at the Ring in Moorfields, which was kept by one Frazier, 
Ned, diſtinguiſhing himſelf at theſe exerciſes, acquired the 
name of young Frazier, which he was not a little proud of. 
From the Ring, he frequently went to the muſic and gaming- 
houſes; where be ſoon got acquainted with a crew of pick- 


| pockets, hquſe-breakers, and ftreet-robbers, of whom the 


chief were Jack Allen, Peter Levee, Blewit, Dickenſon, 
Berry, Legee, Higgs, Marjoram, Jack Wilſon, Jack Bar- 
ton, and Kit Leonard. | 3 | 
In July, 1723, he was convicted of ſtealing two turkeys, 
and ſome table-linen, for which he was whipped. | 
In December, 1723, with Levee and Allen, he robbed 


Mr. Waſey, in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, and ſeveral other per- 
ſons; Allen and Levee were taken, Levee was made an'evi- 


dence. Burnworth eſcaped that time, but was taken about 
a year afterwards, and carried before a juſtice in Clerkenwell, 
who ſent him to New-Priſon. He made his eſcape from 
thence, and, to be revenged of the juſtice who committed 


bim, he, with Jack Barton, the day before Mr. Ball was 


murdered, broke into the juſtice's houſe, and ſtole goods of 


_ conſiderable value, which they carried into Iflington-Fields, 


where they divided the booty, which at firſt they thought was 
much greater than it proved to be; for, upon examining a 
parcel which they took to be plate, they found it was only 
braſs ſilvered over. Burnworth would have thrown it away 
directly, but Barton would not agree to it, upon which they 
toſſed up who ſhould have it, and it falling to Burnworth, 
he threw it into the New-River. Soon after this, they met 
with Dickenſon, Berry, Blewit, Higgs, Legee, Wilton, and 
SS Ee = | +! <3 088 

* Barton ſtaid at Iſlington, and the others went over 


the water into St. George's-Fields, where Burnworth told 
them, that Tom Ball had lately attempted to take himy 


* In March, 172 5 6, Barton was convicted of three burglarics on the evi- 


- dence of Marjoram, and was hanped at Tyburn, on. the 14th of the lame 


Month. 
and 
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and had taken Kit Leonard not long before ; and therefore; 
| ſays he, let us go and ſhoot the dog, or we ſhall have him 
ſet up for a new thief-taker. What reaſon Ball had for taking 
Leonard; and endeavouring to take Burnworth, will appear 
in the following trial. 

At Kingſton altes, in April, 1726, Chriſtopher Leonard 
was indicted for aſſaulting Ann Ball, and putting her in dan- 
ger of her life. 

Ann Ball. The priſoner and Burnworth came into my 
houſe about five or ſix months ago, and aſked for my 
huſband ; I told him he was not at home. Then you are; 
you b—ch, ſays Leonard, and diſcharged a piſtol in my face, 
and then added, if the foo of a b—h your huſband ſhould 

come in to take your part, I have got a piſtol loaded with 
flugs to blow his brains out. After this they went away, but 
as they were going out, Burnworth ſaid to.the priſoner, you 
are a fooliſh dog to revenge yourſelf on a woman. 

Priſoner. I own I diſcharged the piſtol, but not with 
any deſign to kill or hurt her, for it was only charged with 
powder. I have been ſeveral times at her houſe ſince, and 
there was all the appearance of friendſhip between us that 
could be. She has often ſaid, that ſhe looked upon it as a 
fooliſh maggot, and has offered to make it up for a valuable 
conſideration. * 
lle called ſome witneſſes to prove what he ſaid, and the j jury 
acquitted him. 


After Burnworth, aſſiſted 5 the others, bad murdered 
Ball, they all croſſed the water, and went to the Boar's- 
Head-Tavern i in Smithfield, that being a houſe where none 
of them were known. They ſtaid there till ten at night, 
and then went into Fleet-ſtreet, where they ſeparated, and 
took different walks to pick pockets, and rob in the ſtreets. 

The noiſe the murder had occaſioned obliged them to keep 
cloſe in the day time; but a night did not paſs in which the moſt 

outrageous villanies were not committed by ſome or other of 
them, and eſpecially by Burnworth. But however, it was 

\ not long before five of the gang began to think of taking 
meaſures for their own ſecurity. | 

Blewit, Berry, and Dickenſon went to Harwich, and from 
thence paſſed in the packet- boat to Helvoetſluys. 

Higgs ſhipped himſelf on board the Monmouth at Spithead, 
but was ſoon after taken: for his brother here in town, having 
writ a letter to him, gave it to a ſailor to carry with him to 


Spithead. He accidentally coming into company with one 
| Arthur 
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| fered for apprebending 
the murder of Thomas Ball, à gent! eman . 4 R 


A a watchman; belonging to St. Sepulebre“s - pariſh; 
and Arthur happening to ſee the jetter, and knowing 111 
Higgs was one of the gang, he went and ac uainted 
De- a- fay with it: whereupon two meſſengers were ſeat to 
Spithead, and they bfought Higgs up to London. 

Wilſon abſconded, and could 1 not be heard of. 

But Burnworth, Levee, atid Marjoram ſtill TR to 
continue about town, and joining, with Gillingham and othef 
villaips, committed a great number of robbeties. They at- 
tacked the Earl of Harborough, as he was paffinng in his 
chair along Piccadilly: the chairmen, gtety theit poles. ani 


| knocked one of the rogues down; Gillingham fred and tot 


one of the chairmen in the ſhoulder ; but the Earl bimſelf 
ſtepping out of bis chair, and drawing his word, the obere 


thought fit to retire. 


A proclamation being pu ablilhied, and a. large. remand, of 
urnworth And, his Nauf giohs 100 


going i into an ale-houſe in White-crofs- {kreet; he there read 
it publickly. Marjoram happened to be drinking there at 
the ſame time, though he was unknown to any of the com- 
pany z; and, not doubting but that the reward and hopes; of 7 A 
pardon would. be a temptation for ſome. of the gang, to furn. 
falſe brethren, and betray the reſt, he though it better ig 


take ſuch a courſe himſelf, cn to let another do it: and 


therefore going the ' ſame evening to a " Eotiftable; hs fur- 


Tendered himſelf, and was that night confined i in Woodftreet- 


Comer. F ⅛œ—ü!. 6¾˙— T. ÄyGͤ é 
The news of bb ſurrendering was quickly ſpread. over 


the town, and ſeveral of Bis old comrades forſook their 


lodgings to ſecure themſelves elſewhere: But Jack Barton 


thought of another method of providing f for his own ſafety : 
for next morning, he planted himſelf in an Alley, not far 


from Goldimiths- all, knowing that Marjoram muft come 
that way to go before the Lord-mayor to be examined 
Marjoram accordingly coming along with the cofiſtable, and 
others to attend him, Barton ſtepped out with a piſtol in his 


hand, cried, D—2 you, I'll Ie you, and eee | 
fired ; but Marjoram luckily popping down his head, the ball 


only juſt grazed upon his back, without doing any farther 
hurt. This audacious action of Barton's, was ſo ſudden, 
that, before the peòple could recover from the ſutpriſe i it put 
them in, he made his eſcape. | 
Marjoram being examined before the Lord- mayor, made Fl 


large information againſt his accomplices, but none of them 


10 | 3 C | were 
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«AL 7 5 * . 
ere then to be found, except Legee, who was taken at a 
ſs: in White - Croſs- Street. e 


None of thoſe concerned in the murder of Ball were now 
at liberty in London except Burnworth, and he was too fool- 
Hardy to abſcond, though he knew of the proclamation, and 
that 3001. was offered for taking him. | : =, 
_ Having heard that Quilt Arnold, Jonathan Wild's late 
Toreman,. had been in queſt. of him, he ventured one night 
to an ale-houſe in the Old-Bailey, which, Arnold frequented, 
and, .underſtanding that he was then alone in a back-room, 


he took a loaded piſtol in his hand, and puſhing open the 


oor, D—=—n. you, ſays he to Arnold, What buſineſs 
Save you with me? Do you think to ſet up the trade of 


* + 4+ 


drunk about ſeven clock that morning the burglary was 
committed. Theſe, and ſome other concurring circumſtances 


being obſerved by James Jones, that gave him a ſuſpicion of 


Benjamin Jones, who was thereupon apprehended, and a 
FE 5 5 ſearch 


F 
— w# 7 
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ſearch being made, the ladle and cup were found i in bis ne- 
ceſſary- houſe, and a piece of an iron bar was found in bis 
chamber, the broken part of which bar was left in Mr. Beef- 
ley's cellar. Upon farther enquiry it was proved, - that Ben. 
Jones was drinking in a coffeg-houſe near Mr. Beeſley's till 
midnight, which was not long before the burglary was com- 
mitted, for Mr. Beeſley's drawer was found in Lincoln Inne 
Fields between two and three the next morning. 

For this fact Ben. Jones was tried in March, 172 5-6, aud 
the particulars above-mentioned were ſworn againſt him. In 


his defence he owned, that he came from that coffee héuſe 


at twelve at night, but that, being drunk, as he was croffing 
the way, he found the plate and a piece of a bar ; after which 
he picked up a blackmoor proftitute in Drury-Lane, went 
with her to a night cellar, where he ſtaid with her till og 
ſeven i in the morning, and then went bome to his wite.., : 


| The jury found him guilty, and he received ſentence of 
death: after which the Ordinary gives, the following, Agcounf 
relating to this fact. LE | 


: * 
1 18 


< As for the filver idle and cp. tht whs fg WI ne; 
ceſſary-houſe, as a dying man he. (Benjamin Jones), declared, 
that accidentally he found them in the ſtreet as he was coming 


home late at night: and that, when he was put into the Con- 


demned-Hold, meeting with Burnworth, alias Frazier, 
aud giving bim an account of the crime of which he was 
convicted, —— Frazier told him, that he was the perſon who 
committed that robbery, i in breaking open Mr. Beeſley's ſhop, 
and that, as he was going towards Lincoln's-Inn- Fielas, 
meeting the watchman, he dropped the plate and the piece of 
iron which he had in his hand, for fear of being taken up, 
and, becauſe of the darkneſs of the night, not well knowing 
whether it was ſilver or not, and being indifferent about it, 

ſince he had ſuch plenty of money, and gold, and ſome other 
things in his pocket, which he had taken out of the ſhop. 

This Frazier, as a dying man, not expecting to live many 


days, aſſerted to be the plain verity, and that he was forry 


another ſhould ſuffer for his crime. I aſked Frazier, if this 
account was true? Who ſaid that it was, and that he had 
written the full narrative thereof to perſons of the higheit qua- 
lity. I intreated Jones for God's ſake, not to enter into eter- 
nity with a lie in his right hand, Iſa. 44. 20. I frequently 
exhorted him to make an ingenuous confeſſion, ſince his dy- 


| ing with a lie in his mouth would be a double guilt, and might 


302 | provoke 
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provoke God to caſt bim off for ever, &c. He ſaid he would 
till death, deny that fact of which he was altogether innocent 
and ignorant, and would never accuſe himſelf falſly. | 


There has been now and then a criminal, who (having no 
hopes of eſcaping the gallows himſelf) has, perhaps for the 
Take of a little beer and brandy, taken a fact upon himſelf 
which was committed by another. I will not affirm that this 
was the caſe here; but think it not improbable. For if Jones 
had found the plate, why ſhould he throw it into his neceſ- 
fary-houſe ? and why ſhould Burnworth throw away the cup 
and ladle, which he might have put in bis pocket, and yet 
party the drawer, which was of no value, as far as Lincoln's- | 
nn Fields? Jones was hanged for this on March 14. ; 
. Tho! Burnworth had murdered Ball, partly on account of 
his apprehending Kit Leonard, yet Leonard, who was then 
in Surfy Goal, cantrived a ſcheme for taking Burnworth, 


which was managed in this manner. 


— 90 


Burmworth lodged with Leonard's wife and ſiſter. Leonard 


lets his wife Kate into the ſecret, and orders her to acquaint 
ſome juſtices of the peace with it. She did ſo. The defign 


Was approved of, and a ſufficient force appointed to ſcize the | 


criminal, hz f 
Accordingly, on Shrove-Tueſday in the evening, ſevera] 
men well armed were planted at an ale-houſe adjoining to 

the houſe where Kate lived. About fix o' clock Burnworth, 
Kate, and her ſiſter being together, Kate propoſed to fry 
ſome pancakes for ſupper, which Burnworth approved of, (it 
being too early for him to go out upon his villanies) and pul- 
led off his great coat, in which he had ſeveral piſtols. There 
was a back door which he uſually kept upon the latch, in or- 
der to make his eſcape if he ſhould happen to be ſurprized : 
but Kate had taken care to bolt it unknown to him, and 
then, while her ſiſter was frying the pancakes, ſhe went to 
the ale-houſe for a pot of beer, and, giving a ſignal to thoſe 
men who waited there for that purpoſe, ſhe returned, and 
preended to lock the door, but deſignedly miſſed the ſtaple. 

In a few minutes ſix men ruſhed into the room: Burnworth 

Rarted up and ran to the back-door, but before he could open 

it they ſeized him. He was carried to Newgate, and put in- 

to the Condemned- Hold, where he continued till Saturday 
night, the 1 3th of March, when he and five condemned pri- 
ſoners, who were confined in the ſame place, attempted, with 
an iron crow which they had pracured, to break thro” the wall 
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of the gaol, in which they made a conſiderable En but 


were diſcovered before they had finiſhed the wor 

As this was thought to be Burnworth's project, he was 
removed into another apartment, called the Bilboa-Room, 
and. loaded with more irons; but by ſome means or other, 
he procured ſaws and files, with which he freed himſelf from 
his fetters, broke thro' the wall into the women's apartment, 
and went to work upon the iron bars of the window, and had 
cut one of them aſunder, when the keeper having notice of 
it, came and topped his progreſs, and carried him once 
more to the Condemned-Hold, where he was ſtapled down, 
and where we ſhall leave him, till we bring ſome of his ac- 
complices to bear him company. 
' William Bleit was born in Cripplegate pariſh, where hig 
father was a porter, and his mother kept an herb ſtall. Will. 


was put apprentice by the pariſh to a perfumer of gloves, but, 


being a looſe idle fellow, and much addicted to gaming, he 
ſoon fell into ill company, and turned his hand to picking 
pockets, He was commonly well drefſed, and made a gen- 
teel appearance, which often prevented his being ſuſpected. 
But thoſe who had ſeen him once, might eaſily know him 
again; for he was remarkable by one of his lips, which Wag 
ſomething like a hare- lip, but not ſo much as to make bim 
appear diſagreeable. 

In April, 1722, he was convicted of privately iealing a 
handkerchief from John Higgs, on the 4th of March, as he 
was going out of St. Andrew's church, Holborn, and was 
ordered to 'be tranſported, He was accordingly ſhipped off 
with many more of the ſame. profeſſion. When they came 
out to ſea, they contrived a plot for ſeizing upon the ſhip's 
crew; but Blewit, being let into the ſecret, was in hopes 
of obtaining his ewn liberty at the expence of his compani- 
ons, and therefore diſcovered the deſign to the captain, wha 


thereupon took care to prevent the intended miſchief,” and 
ſet Blewit a-ſhore at Nevis, as a reward for the ſervice, he | 


had done. 
 Blewit ſoon returned to. bis own country, and not long 


after his arrival was apprehended, 


In January 1722-3, he was tried for returning from tranſ- 
portation. He did not deny the fact, but pleaded in excuſe, 
that he had been very ſerviceable i in the voyage; for being al- 
lowed his liberty on board, in order to take care of the other 
felons, and they having raiſed a mutiny, with a deſign to 


murder the captain and the ſhip's crew, he had prevented the 
Murder and laved the cargo, by * a timely diſcovery. 
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To prove this he called Jonathan Forward, who depoſed, 
that indeed the priſoner was appointed to have his liberty on 
board, in order to affift in the management of the other con- 
victs; but as to his preventing the loſs of the ſhip's crew and 
cargo, he knew not how true it was, the ſhip not being yet 
returned from Nevis. Blewit was found guilty, and received 


ſentence of death. But his execution was reſpited till the re- 
turn of the captain, when the fact appearing as Blewit had 


alledged, he obtained mercy, on condition of tranſporting 


himſeif again. 
But, inſtead of obſerving this condition, he returned to his 


old courſes of picking pockets, and ſnatching hats, wigs and 


ſwords in the ſtreet, and in a little time Joined himſelf. with 
Burnworth's gang. 

After the murder of Mr. Ball, Blewit fled to Holland, 
with Dickenſon and Berry ; but, by the care and vigilance of 
Mr. Finch, the Britiſh reſident at the Hague, Blewit was ap- 


prehended at the Hamburgh-Arms on the Boomkeys in Rot- 


terdam, and Derry and Dickenſon on board a ſhip at the 


Brill. 
Emanuel Dickenſon w was deſcended of reputable parents, but, 


being of an ungovernable temper, they were unable to keep 
him within bounds, and unwilling to ſupport him in his ex- 
travagancies. He kept the vileſt company he could meet with, 


and they ſoon brought him to thieving. 
In September, 1722, he was tried for robbing Joſeph Marſh 
of his hat and wig in the Strand, on the 20th of July about 


twelve at night. The proſecutor depoſed, that the priſoner 


came behind him, threw him on bis face, ſnatched off his 
hat and wig and ran away ; but, being purſued, he dropped 
them, and was taken. The priſoner in his defence ſaid, that 
the proſecutor joſtled him, and bid him ſtand by for a ſon of 
a bitch; and thereupon he ſhoved the proſecutor again, and 
went forward. A witneſs for the priſoner ſwore, that the 
proſecutorſhad owned that the priſoner only ſhoved againſt him, 
and his hat and wig fell off, and that the proſecutor offered 
to make it up for 128. Several gave the priſoner a good cha- 
rater, and the jury acquitted him. He afterwards robbed | 
with Burnworth and his companions, © _ ; | 

Thomas Berry was the ſon of very poor parents. His mo- 


ther was a common beggar, and he was a thief from his 


childhood: he was frequently ſent to Bridewell and New- 
Priſon for pilfering, and thrice to Newgate, from whence he 
Was once tranſported ; but returned before his time was ex- 


pired, and entered into a confederacy with Burnworth. 
5 | | | Toby 
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Jahn Higgs was of mean parentage. He was bound ap- 
prentice to a watch-movement-maker, in Cripplegate pariſh: 
He had not been long in Burnworth's gang before the murder 
of Mr. Ball. It ſeems that he followed the others to Ball's 
touſs with fome relqQancgy. . 
John Legee was the ſon of French parents. He was put ap- 
prentice to a cabinet-maker in Jewin- ſtreet, whom he ferved 
about ſix years, and then followed thieving for about'tws 
years before he was concerned in the murder. 
Blewit, Berry and Dickenſon were ſtrongly fettered and 
put on board the Delight loop, Capt. Taylor, at the Brilk: 
When they arrived at the Nore, they were met by two meſ- 
ſengers, who aſſiſted in taking charge of them up the river. 
In their paſſage, they affected to be merry, ſinging, ſwears 
ing, and recounting their old villanies. Meeting with'a 
preſs- gang upon the river, they berogued and greatly abuſed 
the lieutenant, and dared him to preſs them into the king's 
ſervice. © * We KIT I d 9 2 2 0 oY TOOL! 5 
When they arrived at the Tower, they were put into 2 
boat, and attended by three other boats, in each of which 
was a file of muſqueters. Thus they were conducte dto Weſt- 


minſter, where they were examined before Juſtice Chalk, 
and Juſtice Blackerby, and then put into a coach, guarded 


by a party of foot ſoldiers, and conveyed to Newgate; from 
whence, With their companions, they were afterwards carried 
to Kingſton, where they were tried and condemned, as we 
dab fee abo re. ai 2 9 ER 
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Blewit's * coming to ſee him, was over-heard to ſay, 


forgot the opium, which gave the keepers a ſuſ- 


picion, and, Burnworth's mother coming, ſoon after, they 


F 


Tearched' her, and found ſeveral piſtols 'and ſaws about her, 


whereupon the was committed to the ock bouſe: then the 
priſoners were all ſearched, and beſides other implements, a 
large claſp knife was found upon onè of them. It appeared 


upon examination, that their deſign was to give the perſons 


who guarded them opium in their wine or beer, and to 
have murdered them at midnight, while they were aſleep; 
s 6 ; 74 5 TD af:er 
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after which they intended to file, off their own ifons, cut 
the bars of the window, and, as ſoon as they got out, 
to ſet fire to a great ftack of bavins behind the priſon, 
and to two or three other places in the town, and ſo by put- 
ting the inhabitants into the utmoſt conſternation, they them- 
. . in the mean time might have the better opportunity of 
eteaping. F ee 
5 The diſcovery of thi deſign had no great effect upon them. 
They appeared as unconcerned and impenitent as ever, and 
eſpecially Burnworth, who, the next day, told one of the 
guards, that if he did not take care to ſee his body decently 
buried after execution, he would meet him in a dark entry, 
and pull his noſe off. But on Wedneſday morning, the day 
appointed for their execution, they began to be a little thought- 
ful of their approaching fate, and to apply to their devotions 
with an air of ſeriouſneſs. © n 
About ten o clock they were all ſix brought out of the 
ſtock-houſe, and put into one cart, attended by a company of 


foot ſoldiers to Kingſton gallows. In their way thither, 
Blewit happening to ſee one Mr. Warwick among the crowd, 


* 


he deſired to ſpeak with him; Mr. Warwick coming up to 


the cart, Blewit fell on his knees, and ſaid, Sir, I muſt; aſk 
your pardon for having once made an attempt on your life, 
by preſenting a piſtol at you, which I did upon a 9 
that you knew ſome things that 1 had been. guilty. of; and 
had given information againft me. Mr. Watwick teadily for- 
gave him. i ö 
When they arrived at the place of execution, Blewit con- 
feſſed he had practiſed thieving for about ſixteen years, and 
that his firſt fact was ſtealing a filver ſpoon in the Old-Bailey. 
He deſired that no reflections might be caſt upon his mother, 
for ſhe had often on her knees, and with tears in her eyes; 
begged of him to leave his Vicious courſes. Then he named 
the penitential pſalm, ſet the tune, and repeated each line 
to his fellow - criminals. He, Dickenſon and Berry had pro- 
vided coffins for themſelves, not expecting to be hung in 
Dickenſon ſaid he had ſerved as a foot ſoldiet under. his 
Father, who, when living, was a lieutenant in the army. 
He confeſſed that he once fired a piſtol at one Mt. Hunt, in 
St. George's-Fields, but miſſed bim. He deſired the ſpec- 
tators to take warning by his ſuffering, and avoid ill company, 


which had brought him to that ſhameful end. 
HE + . Af. er 
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BURN WORTE, BLEWIT, c. for 1 EA 
After this they all ſhook hands, and kiſſed each other, and 


a ſhort time being allowed for their private devotions, the 


cart drew away, and they were turned off, crying, Chriſt 
have mercy upon us. 


Dickenſon died very hard; after he had wor about two mi- 


nutes, the agonies of death being ſtrong upon him, he kicked 
off one of his ſhoes, and looſened the other. | 
Thus ended the lives of theſe extraordinary offenders, 
Burnworth being about twenty-four years of age,Ble ewittwenty- 


fix, Higgs nineteen, and Ls Berry, and Legee about 


twenty-one each. 


After execution their bodies were brought back in a wag- 


gon to the New-goal.in Southwark, where they were put 
in irons—— Burnworth and Blewit were hung up in St. 
George's-Fields, over - againſt the Two Fighting-Cocks in 
the Mint, which was near the place where the murder was 
committed. Dickenſon and Berry were hung upon Kenning- 


ton- Common; but the ſheriff had orders to ſuffer Dicken- 


ſon's friends to take his body down, after it had hung one 
day, which was granted, in regard to his father's ſervice in 


the confederate army, particularly at the ſiege of Air in Elan 


ders, where he gallantly loſt his life. Legee and Higgs were 
hung i in chains on Putney- Common. 


It may not be improper to add a word here i in relation to | 


Marjoram. He ſerved an apprenticeſhip to. an ivory turner in 


| Flower-de-Luce-Court, in Fetter-Lane. Having. convicted 


his companions at Kingſton aflizes, he was ſent back to the 
New-Goal in Southwark, and after ſome time obtained his 
diſcharge ; but, on the 29th of Sept. 1726, about ten at, 
night, when he had not been a week at liberty, going with a 
new comrade out of Charter-houſe-ftreet into Long-lane, he 
faw three butchers before him, and ſtepping up behind one of 
them, he cut the ſtring of his apron, and took away his ſteel, 
but being immediately purſued, he was taken in Barbican. 
For this fact he was tried at the Old- Bailey, in October fo 


lowing, and the indictment being laid for privately ſtealing to 
the value of two ſhillings and fix-pence, and he being a no- 


torious offender, the jury found him guilty, and he received 
ſentence of ng © ; I was afterwards reprieved in order to 
be tranſported. X 


- o 
* N 
I * 0 2 „ 
\ - oh 
* 1 % 


” n , 
A» 
: oY = by 
>#) 
I 
* 
ry * 
- 


19 3090 mon 


9 fake n 


. k as 
e 


dy FRE Ln ETD eee Rn We P * 3 e : 
LEO a ANG ers On NIST, > 4 Ez Tone A NE OG e 


S 2 * 22 qt he =o 
7 


F 

4 "+ 
#4; 
1 

$2 

4 4 

4 
17 A 

7 
9 

[4 

_ 
0 0 
% 

Fe 
i 

t 
| 1 

t 4 
4 
2 
: 2 
1 
7 

7 
” 4 
1 


8 
1 


1 
12 * — 
n, n 


15 6 
1 
Ib 
11 
1 
4; 
BK 
1 
. 
4 
! 4 
- of 
48 
. i 
: 
x 
BH 
Þ! 
4 
= 4 
= 
AW 
1 
* 
$1 
4 
f 
1 
bY: 
x 
18 
. 1 
Ws |; - 
Mi 
bw 
1 
1 
N 
t 
1 
- 


— 3 — ern eine I — 8 
— SET — . ns IE IDES. 


— 7 A -— 
. — 


— 
— * 


—® 


1 3% 1 


THOMAS BILLINGS, THOMAS WOOD, and CA. 


THERINE HAYS; for MukptR, April, 1726. 


F Hos BIE LIN GS, and Tromas Woop, of St. 
Mary-le-Bon, were indicted for the murder of John 


Hays: Billings by beating, . ſtriking, and bruiſing him on the 
binder part ef his head, with a hatchet, and thereby giving 
him one mortal wound, of which he inſtantly died, on. the 
-firſt day of March, 1725-6, and Wood, by being preſent, 


aiding, abetting, and 


maintaining the ſaid Billings in com- 


mitting the ſaid murder. 


To this indictment they both pleaded guilty. , Death, 
Catherine Hays was indicted for petit treaſon, by being 
traiterouſly preſent, aiding, abetting, comforting, and main- 
taining che ſaid Thomas Billings, in the murder of the faid 
Jos er hufdand, PLE T 


: & Ert S873 Mie fp: 5 l 
The council for the king, who by his majeſty's order car- 


"ried on the proſecution, having opened the inditment, the 


charge, and the evidence, the witneſſes againſt the priſoner 
were called and ſworn, ' > 3 
Richard Bromage. Aſter the priſoner,. Catherine Hays, 


Was committed to Newgate, I, and Robert Wilkins, and 


Leonard Myring went to viſit her there. | am very ſorry 
Mrs. Hays, fays I, to ſee you here upon ſuch a fad occaſion 


as the murder of your buſband. And} ſo am I too, ſays the. 


But What a G—4d's name, ſays I, could put it into your head 
to commit ſuch a 'barbarous murder? Why, ſaid ſhe, the 
d-v-I put it into my head; but, however, John Hays was 
none of the beſt of buſbands, for I have been three parts 


ſtarved ever ſince we were married together. I don't in the 


leaſt repent bf any thing I have done, but only in drawing 
thoſe two poor men into this misfortune. I was ſix weeks 
in importuning them to do it; they two or three times refuſed 
fo be concerned in it; but at laſt over perſuaded them, My 
huſband was made fo drunk, that he fell out of his chair, 


and then they carried him into the back room, and laid him 


upon the bed, and there Billings knocked him on the head 
wich a hatchet, and Wood cut bis throat: This was what 
they told me, for I was not in the room when he was killed: 
But, as ſoon as he was dead, I went in änd held the candle, 
Whije Wood cut his head quite off. But, ſays I, How came 


you to cut him and mangle him in ſuch an inhuman manner ? 


She aniwered, bęcauſe We wanted to get him into a box; we 
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thought to have done it with only cutting off his legs at the 
knees, but ſtill we could not get him in, and therefore we 
cut off his thighs, and his arms, though when we bad done, 
the box was too littſe to hold all, and ſhut cloſe; and fo the 
next night we put the body and limbs into two blankets, 
and Wood and Billings carried them away at twice, and 
threw them into a pond. But, ſays I again, What could 
induce the men to be guilty of all this? Was it the lucre 
of money. ? No, ſays ſhe, there was nothing of that in the 
caſe, but the d-v-1' was im us all, and we were all got 
drunk. And what, faid I, can you ſay for yourſelf when 
you come before the court ? ſhe replied, It will fignify no- 
thing to make a long preamble, Ill hold up my hand and 
- confeſs myſelf guilty, for nothing can ſave me, and nobody 
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Robert Wilkins confirmed the evidence of Richard Bro- 
— | | 
 TFeſeph Mercer. On the Monday after the priſoner, was 
committed, I don't know whether it was the 28th or 29th 


of March, I went to ſee her in Newgate, Mr. Mercer, 


ſaid ſhe, You are Tom Billings's friend as well as mine, and 
therefore I deſire you would go and tell him, it will be in vain 
for him to deny the murder any longer, for we. a'e both 
equally guilty, and we muſt both die for it. | | 
John Blackefly, I live at the Brawn's-Head-Tavern in 
New-Bond-ftreet. On the firſt of laſt month, about four 
in the afternoon, the priſoner and the rwo men who have 


pleaded guilty, came together to our houſe ; ſhe ſaid, the 
wanted to taſte ſome wine, for ſhe ſhou!d have occaſion for a 


quantity. Then ſhe called for a half pint of mountain, and, 
when they had drank it, ſhe ordered me to put up fix quarts 
of the ſame. Che paid for it at the bar, and ſaw it put into 


bottles. I ſent a porter home with her, that he might know 


where to call for the bottles when they were empty : but, 
about nine o'clock the ſame night, one of thoſe two men 
brought back the ſix empty bottles, and had another quart of 
wine. „ 1 

ary Springate. I lodged up two pair of ſtairs in Mr. 
Weingard's houſe, where the murder was committed. —— 
On Tueſday, the firit of March laſt, I was out all day at 


work, and came home between eight and nine at night. 


My huſband told me, there had been great merry-making, 
drinking, and dancing in the room below. I was tired, and 
wanted to be a-bed, but was willing to know if their liquor 
was almoſt out, that J might not be difturbed when I was 
going to ſleep; and ſo I went down and knocked at the door, 


and aſked her, if they had almoſt- done drinking. Aye, 


child, ſaid ſhe, I am juſt going to bed. And with that, I 
ſaid no more, but went up again, but it was not long before I 
heard the door open. I called, and aſked her, who it was that 
went out? O! ſaid ſhe, It is my huſband, he is gone into the 
country with a cha:ge of money, and I am frighted out of my 
wits for fear he ſhould be murdered : I wiſh to the Lord he 
may come ſafe home again; but I never knew ſuch an obſti- 
nate man in my life, when he gets a little liquor in his head: 
there was no ſuch thing as perſuading him to ſtay till morn- 


ing. I got up by five o'clock next day, which was Wed- 
neſday, and went out to my work; I returned about nine 
at night, and found the priſoner ſitting by the fire ſide, with 
Wood and Billings, but without any candle. She ſaid, ſhe 
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was very uneaſy upon her: huſband's account, ,for fear ſome 
wicked rogue or other ſhould knock him on the head for his 
money. I went up to my own room, but had not been long 
there, before I heard ſomething drawling along the floor, and 
the door open, and ſomebody go out: upon which, I went 


down and aſked her what they were doing ? She ſaid, the 


men were going to fetch a bed home; fo J went up again, 

and when they came back, ſhe let them in, and I heard them 

ſay, they had not got _—_— enough for the bed. By and by 
0 


J heard another drawling along the floor, and the men went 


out again. When they returned, I went down and let them 
in myſelf, but they had not yet brought .the bed. What, . 


ſays ſhe, was the landlord's mark upon it ? They anſwered, 


In a little time I heard another buſtling below, at which I be- 
gan to grow very uneaſy, and thought that ſomething more 


I., Mrs. Hays, I believe you are a going to move your goods 
by night, and I think it is a ſhame you ſhould'do any fucty 
thing, when you have got money that lies by you: no, indeed, 


aid the, it is no ſuch thing. Then, pray, ſays I, Mrs. Hays, 

tell me what is the matter? Why, nothing, ſaid ſhe, and 
therefore I beg you would make yourſelf eaſy. The next 
day, which was Thurſday, I aw Wood go out with a 


bundle, and turn down Swallow-ſtreet. J aſked her, what 


that bundle was, and ſhe told me, it was a ſuit of cloaths that 


be had 'borrowed to go abroad in laſt Sunday. The head that 
was thrown into the Thames at Mill-Bank, and the pail that 


, 


Bowers, let me ſee the coat ? 


At the fight of the coat the oriſoner at the bar fainted 


away. | 25 


KRicbard Bowers, Wood lodged at my houſe at Greenford 
three weeks. When he firſt came, which was on Thurſday, - 


the 3d of March, be brought this coat with him. 


Priſmer. 


/ 


- 


it was carried in, were both brought to me to the Gate- 
Houſe, to ſee if I knew them. I knew the head to be the 
head of Mr. Hays, and that the pail was his pail. - Mr. 
— And this my lord was 


[ 


than ordinary muſt be the matter; and ſo I was going down - 
again, but ſhe met me at my own door, and faid, ſhe was 
come to ſmoak half a pipe with my huſpand. While ſhe; 
ſtaid, I heard the men going out again, I ſtepped to the ſtair- 
head, and looked down over the rails, ſhe followed, and 
aſked me, why I was ſo uneaſy. To tell you the truth, ſays 


| Yes, Why, then, ſaid ſhe, 1 am glad you did not bring its. & 
I left them, and went up once more to my own ro . 
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Priſoner. I own that, three or four days before my huſ- ; 


band was killed, there was a deſign againſt his life; but I was 
not guilty of his blood. He and Billings had been playing 
at cards, and fell out about the game, and, I bidding Billings: 
tell the pips of the cards, my hufband flew into a paffion, and 
beat me, which Billings very much reſented, and from that 
time reſolved to murder him; but I had no hand in it; for, 


when it was done, I was in the next room, and therefore I 


am clear and innocent of the fact. 
Tube jury found her gullty. -Drath. 


I fall and particular Aecount of the Life, Trial, and B.. 


haviour of CaTHERINE HAS, who was burnt alive at 
- Tyburn, for the Murder of her huſband ; and alſo an e- 
. count of THOMAS BILLINGS, and THOMAS Woop, whe 
pere concerned in the ſaid Murder. e | 


ATHERINE HAYS was born of parents of the name 


of Hall, in very low circumſtances, in the year 690, 
Ir 


on the borders of Warwickſhire, about four miles from 
She lived with her parents ſeveral years; but their poverty 
did not permit them to beſtow any education on her; on the 
contrary, they were obliged. to apply to the pariſh for re- 
lief, at the charge of which ſhe was maintained for - feveral 
Even during her childhood ſhe gave evident ſigns of a fiery, 
turbulent temper, and untractable ſpirit, which her want of 


education rather increaſed than otherwiſe, ſo that ſhe at length _ 


became ungovernable. R 
In this manner ſhe lived till about the year 1705, when ſe- 


'veral officers going into that country to beat up for volun- 


teers, the men were quartered in and about the neighbour- 
3 } J. : 3 : 5 4 


gentlemen induced our heroine to accompany them we cannot 


pretend to determine; but certain it is that ſhe rambled about 


with them to ſeveral places; and when they left Birming- 


ham and its neighbourhood, ſhe accompanied them to a vil- 


lage in Worceſterſhire, called Great Omberfly, where, ei- 
ther tired with her company, or not chuſing the expence of 
maintaining her any longer, they took an opportunity of 
leaving her behind. - . EE: 
os, | Being 


.. Whether the appearance or the behaviour of the military 


Being thus left alone, and not knowing what courſe to take, 
the wandered about like a diſtracted creature, till coming to tha 


door of one Mr. Hays, his wife good-naturedly took her i in, . 


and entertained her for a few days. 
* At that time Mr. Hays had ſeveral children, the eldeſt of 


which, whoſe name was John, about twenty-one years of ages 
found. ſomething ſo agreeable in the perſon and converſation of 


Catherine; that he privately made-overtures of marriage td 
her. His.propofals were readily accepted ; but the young 
people. believing that neither Mr. Hays nor his wife would con- 
ſent to the match, agreed to keep their intentions a profound 
| ſecret. 

The preliminaries were ſoon ſettled, and in 1 Greror Gi Jays 
the preparations for a private- marriage being made, they 
agreed it ſhould be ſolemnized at Worceſter, and, on the 
appointed day, they left the old people very early i in the morn- 
ing, in the following manner 2 - + 


Young Hays, who was a carpenter by trade, e 


kia mother that he had occaſioa for ſome tools in his buſineſs, + 


which he would go and purchaſe at Worceſter, obtained by 
that means ſome money of her, which, together with ſome 
he had by him, were ſufficient to defray the expences of the 


| intended expedition. 


Being thus furniſhed, he took leave of bis parents early in 
the morning; and Catherine, without the formality of bid- 
ding them adieu, trudged after him to Worceſter, where they 


met at an appointed Place, and the wedding was ſoon cele- | 


brated. 
On the very day of her marriage, Mrs. due Hays bad. 
the fortune to meet with ſome of her former acquaintance, 


who had lately dropped her at An and were now quar- 
tered at Worceſter. 


Theſe fellows mdithodog ſhe was that tay a and 


where the nuptials were to be ſolemnized, conſulted among 


themſelves how to make a penny of the bridegroom, and ac- 
cordingly deferring the execution of their intentions till the 


evening, juſt as Mr. Hays was got into bed to his new bride, 
they came to the houſe where he lodged, forcibly entered the 


room,, and dragged the bridegroom away, pretending to im- | 


28 him for her majeſty's ſervice. 
This affair broke the meaſures Mr. Hays had concen 
wich his bride, to keep their wedding a ſecret ; for finding no 


redemption from their hands without the expence of a larger 


ſum of money than. he was maſter of, he was neceſſitated to 
let his father know of his misfortune, 
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Ihbe old gentleman hearing of his fon's adventures, ' as well 
of his marriage, as his being preſſed at the ſame time, his re- 
ſentment for the one did not extinguiſh his paternal affeQtion 
for him, but that he reſolved co deliver him from his troubles, 


and accordingly taking a gentleman in the neighbourhood | 


along with him, he went to Worceſter. 

On their arrival there, they found Mr, John Hays in the 
hands of the officers, who inſiſted upon detaining him 
for her majeſty's ſervice; but his father, and the gentleman 
be brought with him, by his authority, ſoon made them ſen- 
fible of their error, and inſtead of making a benefit of him, 


2s they propoſed, they were glad to diſcharge him, Which 


. they did immediately. 

Mr. Hays having ated thus far in favour of bis ſon, then 
expreſſed his reſentment for his having married without his 
confent, but it being tod late to prevent it, there was no 
other remedy but to bear it with patience. 


For fome time afterwards, Mr. Hays and his bride lived in 


| the neighbourhood, he following his buſineſs as a carpenter, 
and his father and mother grew more reconciled to him. 

But Mrs. Hays, who approved rather of a travelling than 
2 : ſettled life, perſuaded her huſband to enter himſelf a volun- 
teer in a company of ſoldiers, who were then at Worceſter; 
'» which he at length complied with, and went abroad with 
2 where he continued for ſome time. 


Mr. John Hays being in garriſon in the Ifle of Wight, ; 


Mrs. Hays went over to him, and continued with him for 
ſome time, till Hays, tired with ſo idle a life, ſolicited his 
father to procure ' his diſcharge, which at length, after 
much trouble, and an 8 of ſixty ponds, was accom- 


pliſhed. 
The young couple now returned into Worcefterſhire, 


where his father put him into an eſtate of ten pounds per 


annum, hoping that, with the benefit of his trade, would en- 

able them to live in credit, and alter his daughter. in. law s in- 

elinations for roving ; for he was ſenſible that his ſon's ramble 

had been occaſioned by the perſuaſions of his wife. 

\ _ - Young Hays now repreſenting to his father that it was not 
' poſſible for him and his wife to live on that eſtate only, per- 

ſuaded the old man to let him have another, a leaſehold of 


ſixteen pounds per annum; on which he lived during the con- 


tinuance of the leaſe, and "the old man paid the rent. 


The characters of John Hays and his wife were widely dif- 


ferent: he was a ſober, honeſt, peaceable man, and a good 
huſband; and the only things objected to him are, that he 


r 


4 - 
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was rather too parſimonious in his diſpoſition, and tov indul- 


Fr to his wife, who repaid. his kindneſs with penn 
anguage, and ſometimes with ill uſage. 

As to his wife, ſhe was on all hands allowed to be a very 
turbulent, vexatious woman, always fetting people together 
by the ears, and never free from quarrels and controverſies in 
the neighbourhood, giving ill advice, aud fomenting diſputes, 
to the diſturbance of all her friends and acquaintance. - | /? 

This unhappineſs in her temper induced Mr. John Hays' 8 
relations to perſuade him to ſettle. in ſome remote place, 
at a diſtance from, and unknown to her, for ſome: time, to 
ſee if that would have any effect upon her turbulent diſpoſition ; 
but Mr. Hays could not approve of that een nor conſent 
to a ſeparation. 

In this manner "ow lived for the ſpace of about: ix years, 
until the leaſe of the laſt mentioned fart expired, about 
which time Mrs. Hays perſuaded her huſband to leave the 
country and come up to Landon which about twelve months 
afterwards, through her perſuaſions, he did, in the year 


3 


Upon their ien in town the 1 a bau part of 


which they let out in lodgings, and ſold ſea-coal, chandlery- 


ware, &c. whereby they lived in a creditable manner; and 


though Mr. Hays was of a, very | indulgent temper, yet the 


was ſo unhappy as to be frequently j jarring, and a change of 
climate had not made any alteration in her temper : ſhe con- 
tinued her ſame paſlionate diſpoſition, and had frequently 
bickerings and diſputes with her deinem, as well in town 
as in the country. 

In this buſineſs they pieked up money, and Mr. Hays re- 
ceived the yearly rent of the firſt mentioned eſtate, though 


he lived in town; and by lending out money in ſmall ſums 
amongſt his country people and acquaintance, improved his 


circumſtances confiderably. 
She would frequently, in ſpeaking of Mr. Hays to his; 


friends and acquaintance, give him the beſt of characters, 
and commend him for an indulgent huſband ; notwithſtanding. 


which, to. ſome of her particular cronies who knew not Mr. 
Hays's temper, ſhe would exclaim againſt him, and told one 
of them, particularly, above a year before the murder was 
committed, ** that i: was no more fin to kill him, meaning 
her huſband, than to kill a mad- -dog ; and that ſome time or 
other ſhe might give him a polt. 
After this they removed into Tottenham - Court- road, whets 
they carried on buſineſs for about two years, and then te- 
I „5 ' moved 
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moved into Tyburn Road, a ſew doors from the houſe 


where the murder was committed. 
They lived in this place about a year, during which Mr. 


Hays practiſed the lending money on pledges, and ſometimes _ 
worked at his profeſſion, till he was thought to have ao. 
lated a conſiderable ſum of money. 


They now removed a little lower in the ſame road, and 


took lodgings up two pair of flairs, at the houſe of Mr. 


Wpbinyard, where the horrid murder was afterwards perpe- 
trated. 
At the laſt mentioned place, Thomas Billings, who was a 


taylor by trade, and worked in and about Monmouth: ſtreet, 
being Mrs. Hays's countryman, came to ſee them, and they, 


invited him to lodge with them, which he agreed to do. 
On Hays's going out of town for ſome days, ſeveral of 


his wife's acquaintance took the opportunity of his abſence to 


come and fee her, and continued there revelling till juſt before 
his expected return. 


When Hays came to town, being informed of what had 


paſſed, he remonſtrated with his wife on the liberties ſhe had 
given herſelf : how far her anſwer might provoke his reſent- 
ment we cannot determine, but a quarrel enſued, and a blow 


or two paſſed between them: this was about fix weeks before 


the commiſſion of the murder. 


Whether this quarrel might augment Mrs. Hays 8. incli- 
nation to get rid of her huſband, or whether ſhe had before 


abſolutely reſolved on it, we cannot pretend to ſay, however 


it is certain that ſhe ſoon aſter propoſed to Billings to join with 


her in murdering her huſband, and endeavoured to perſuade 
him thereto by all the arguments ſhe poſſibly could ; ſhe 


_ urged, that ſhe daily received abuſes and injuries from bien, 
that he was a perſon of a debauched converſation, and atheiſti- 


cal principles; and “ that it was no more ſin to murder him 
than it was ta kill a dog, a cat, or any brute beaſt,” 

_ Whilſt theſe propoſals were on foot, Thomas Wood, a 
countryman, a neighbour” 8 ſon, and a former acquaintance of 
Mr. Hays and his wife, coming to town, was obliged to for- 


ſake his lodgings for fear of being preſſed, and not knowing 


how to ſecure himſelf, went to ſee Mr. Hays, who enter- 


tained him very civilly, and he acquainted bim with the 
fears he lay under of being preſſed, and carried away to ſea 
on the one hand, and on the other, his being deſtitute of any 


buſineſs or employment. 
Mr. Hays kindly invited him to accept of ſuch conve- 


niency as their lodgings would afford, and promiſed to uſe 
. his 


7 
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his etideavours to procure him buſineſs amongſt his friends and 


2 1 n "oa 
Wood thereupon accepted of the offer, and came and 


lodged with Billings at Mr. Hays's. He had not been there 


above three or four days before Mrs. Hays, ingratiating herſelf 
with him, communicated the defign ſhe had formed of murder- 
ing her huſband, 4 


6od ſtarted at ſuch a propoſition, and urged the ſinfulneſs 


theteof, as well as the ungenerouſneſs of ſuch an action, if 


be thould be any ways inſtrumental in ſhortening the life of 


Mr. Hays, whom he eſteemed as his friend, his neighbour, 
and particular acquaintance, | 


Whereupon Mrs. Hays replied, ** It would be no crime to 
remove ſuch an atheiſtical perſon as he was, for that he was 


void of any religion or goodneſs, that he was a murderer, 
and had killed a man in the counts and deſtroyed two of 
het children, of which ſhe had had twelve, one of which was 
buried under a pear-tree, and another under an apple-tree in 
the country.” „ ety wn i 

By theſe ſtories, though totally void of foundation, ſhe en- 
deavoured to ſpirit up Wood to a compliance with her wicked 


intentions; and added farther, that ſhe ſhould then be miſtreſs 
of about fifteen hundred pounds, which he ſhould, be maſter 


of, if he would affiſt in the commiſſion of this fact; that ſhe 


and Billings had conſulted on the matter, and only wanted a 


third perſon to join in it. 85 


Wood going out of town two or three days after this, re- 


tuͤrned again on the firſt of March, when he found Mr. and 
Mrs. Hays and Billings in company, and being converſing 


merrily together, Mr. Hays ſaid that himſelf and another 
perſon had drank to the amount of a guinea in wine without 
being fuddled; upon which Billings offered to fetch fix bottles 
of mountain, 6n cohdition that if Hays drank it all without 
being intoxicated, then Billings ſhould pay for it, but if it 
ſhould happen otherwiſe the expence ſhould be Hays's. 5 
This propoſal being agreed to, Mrs. Hays, Billings, and 
Wood went all together to the Braund's-Head in New=Bond- 
ſtreet, to fetch the wine; as they were going along, Mrs. 
Hays reminded them of the propoſal ſhe had before made of 


- 


murdering her huſband, urging that there could not be a bet- 
ter opportunity. than when he was intoxicated. _ 


Wood objected to this, and ſaid it would-be the moſt bar- 
barous and inhuman thing imaginable to murder an innocent 
perſon, not only in cool blood, but when they had deſignedly 
intoxicated him. . | : | 
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In. anſwer, to this, Catherine repeated the arguments ſhe 


| had before uſed to Billings and himſelf, to prepare * 


for the wicked deed; and Zillings joining in her per- 
ſuaſions, Wood was at length ſo influenced, that with ſome 


little reluctance, he ſeemed willing to comply with their re- 


queſt. | 


When they came to the tavern, they called for half a pint 


of mountain for a taſte, which being brought, they agreed 
with the vintner for ſeven ſhillings per gallon, ard rdered a 


| gallon and a half of it to be carried to their lodgings, which 
was accordingly done, and for which Mrs. Hays Paid half a 


utnes.. 
As foon as they came. home they fat down to drinking, or 

rather to ſee Mr. Hays drink, under pretence of the wager 

betwixt Billings and him, who was to drink all the wine, 
whilſt they three had feveral pots of beer, &c. 


"Having encouraged Mr. Hays i in. drinking the wine, and be 


grow! ing very merry therewith, he ſung: ind danced about the 
room ; "but his wie fcari ing the quantity he had drank would 
not have the wiſhed for effect upon kim, ſhe ſent away for 
another bottle, of which he drank alſo, which effectually an- 
ſwered their expectations, and Mr. Hays became thereby i in- 
tonicated and deprived of his undetſtandivg. 

He, however, made ſhift to get into the other room, and 
throwing bimſelf acroſs the bed fell aſleep; upon which Mrs. 


Hays reminded them of the affalr in hand, and told them 


that was the moſt proper juncture to finiſh the buſineſs. 
Hereupon Billings went into the other room, where Mr. 


Hays lay ſleeping, and going to the bed-ſide with a coal- 


hatchet in bis hand, ſtruck Mr. Hays on the back of the head, 
whereby he broke his ſkull : the violence of the blow, and 


the agony of the pain, occaſioned Mr. Hays to ſtamp upon 
the ground ftve or ſix times with his feet, Which hung over 


the bed: ſide; whereupon Thomas Wood came into the room, 
and ſtruck him twice more on the fide of the head with the 
ſame inſtrument, though the firſt blow had done his buſineſs 
effectually. n 
»Upom the noiſe Mr. Hays Lads with. his feet, as above- 
mentioned, Mrs. Springate, who lodged up in the garret, over 
Mr. Hays's room, came down to enquire the occaſion thereof, 
complaining the diſturbance was fo great that they, meaning 
ne her huſband, and a child they had, could not ſleep for 
- To which Mrs. Bays anſwered, they bad ſome company 
there who ha ving deen ee were F merry, but as 
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| altogether ſo expeditious: it was therefore propoſed, that Bil- 
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they would be going immediately, deſired her not to be un- 
caly. 

This ſatisfied Mrs; Springate for the preſent, and ſhe re- 
turned back, and went to bed again, not en to hear 
any thing farther. 

When the murderers perceived that Hays was quite dead, 


| they debated on what manner they ſhould diſpoſe of the body; 


and ſeveral expedients were propoſed to remove it, in order to 
prevent a, diſcoFery ; but that which appeared moſt feaſible 
was of Catherine's own contrivance. | 
She ſaid tbat if the boy was carried away whole, it might 
be known, and a diſcovery would be thereby made; and 
therefore propoſed that the head ſhould be cut off, and then 
the body being removed, could not be known. | 
This being reſolved on, they got a pail, and the murdereſs 
carrying a candle, they all three went into the room where 
the deceaſed lay, when Catherine held the pail, Billings ſup- 
ported the head, and Wood cut it off with his pocket- 
knife, having firſt dragged the body over the ſide of the bed, 
that the blood might run into the pail without ſtaining the 
bed - cloaths, &c, N . 
The head being thus cut of,” and the body having done 
bleeding, they poured the blood into a wooden ſink out at the 


window, and threw ſeveral pails of water after it, to waſh it 
away; notwithſtanding which 'precaution,: ſeveral lumps of 


congealed blood were found in the morning by Springate 
the lodger, who ſaſpetting nothing of the truth, threw them 
aways. 
Notwithſtanding the precaution of catching the blood 
in the pail as abovementioned, there was ſome ſpilled up- 
on the ground, and ſprinkled about the room in ſeveral 
places: what was moſt viſible they endeavoured to get out 
by waſhing, &c. Mrs. Hays herſelf drying up the blood 
which fell on the floor with cloths, to conceal the ſame, and 
ſome. they ſcraped off with knives. | 

However divers ſprinklings of it remained on the floor, 
and about the walls, ſome of it even ſpun up to the very ceil- 
ing, and the ſprinklings remained viſible long after the diſ- 
covery of the murder. | 

Mrs. Hays propoſed, in order to prevent a diſcovery, that 
ſhe would take the head and boil it in a pot till only the ſkull. 
remained, whereby it would be altogether impoſſible for any: 
body to Giſtinguiſh to whom it belonged. 
| Thispropoſal might have been approved of, only it was not 
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lings and Wood ſhould take the ſame in the pail, and carry it 
down to the Thames, and throw it in there. This was ap- 
proved of, and Billings taking the head in the pail under his 
great coat, went down fairs with Wood to diſpoſe thereof, as 
had been before agreed upon, - 

Springate hearing a buſtling in Mr. Hays's room for fome 
time, and then ſomebody going down ftairs, called again to 
know who it was, and what was the occaſion of it, it being then 
about eleven o'clock, to which Mrs. Hays anſwered, it was 
her huſband who was going a journey into the country, and 
pretended to take a formal leave of him, expreſſing her ſor- 

row that he was obliged to go out of town at that time of the 
night, and her fear left ny accident ſhould attend him i in his 
journey. 

Billings and Wood being; thus gone to diſpoſe of the head, 
went towards Whitehall, intending to have thrown the ſame 
into the river there but the gates being ſhut, they were 
obliged to go onwards as far as Mr. Macreth's wharf, near 
the Horſe Ferry, at Weftminfter 5 where Billings ſetting down 


the pail from under his great coat, Wood took up the fame 
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with the head therein, and threw it into the doek before rhe 
wharf. It was expected the ſame would have been carried 
away with the tide, but the Water being then edbings it was 

left behinc. | 

There were fome lighters lying over avant the deck, and 
one of the lighter - men being then walking on board, faw - 
them throw the pail: into the dock; but it being too dark to 
diſcern them clearl . and having no ſuſpicion, he then thought 
no more of the affair. 

They now returned back, and' arriving about twelve 

o'clock, Mrs. Hays let them in, and they found ſhe had been 
buſily employed in waſhing the floor, and ſcraping the blood 
off the walls, &c. They now all went into the fore-room, 
where Wood and Billings went to bed, and Mrs. Hays ſat by 
them the remainder of the night. 

In the morning of the 2d of March, ſoon after break of 
day, one Robinſon, a watchman, faw a man's head lying 
in the dock, and the pail near it: he called ſome perſons to 

aſſiſt in taking up the head, and finding the pail bloody, they 
conjectured: that the head had been brought thither in it. 
Their ſuſpicions were fully confirmed by the lighter- chan; Who 
ſay the head thrown in as above-mentioned. 

It was now time for the murderers to conſider: how they 
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propoſed to put into a box, where it might remain — 
till they had a convenient opportunity to remove it. | 

This being determined on, ſhe brought a box; but on en- oY 

| deavouring to put it in, they found the box was not big | 
enough to hold it. They had before wrapped it in a blanket, _ 
out of which they now took it, and Mrs. Hays propoſed to 
cut off the arms and legs; and this being done, they again 8 

attempted to put it in, but ſtill the box would not hold it; : 
they then cut off the thighs, and laying the limbs in the box, 
concealed the ſame till night. 

The finding of Hays's head had in the mean time alarmed 
the town, and information was given to the neighbouring 
Juſtices of the peace. The pariſh officers did all that was poſ- 
{ible towards the diſcovery of the perſons guilty of perpetrat- 

ing ſo horrid a murder: they cauſed the head to be cleaned, 
the face to be waſhed-from the dirt and blood, and the hair to 

be combed, and then the head to be ſet upon a poſt in public 
view, in St. Margaret's church-yard, Weſtminſter, that every 
body might have free acceſs to ſee the ſame, with ſome of the 


* £ 8 
7 th ans — * 


. pariſh officers to attend, hoping by that means a diſcovery 
2 might be made. 
The bigh conſtable of Weſtminſter liberty, alſo ifſued pri- 
R vate orders to all the petty conſtables, watchmen, and other of- 
; ficers of that diftrict,- to keep a ſtrict eye on all coaches, carts, 
4 &c. paſſing in the night through their liberty, imagining that 
7 the perpetrators of ſuch a horrid fact, would endeavour to free 
9 themſelves of the body in the ſame manner they had done of 


3 the head. 
Theſe. orders were 5 for FRA time with all the ſe- 


& crecy imaginable, under various pretences, but without ſuc- 
" ceſs. The head alſo continued to be expoſed: for ſome days in 
4 the manner before deſcribed, which drew a prodigious num- 
f ber of people to ſee the ſame, but without any diſcovery of the 
y murderers. 
„ On the 2d of March, in the evening Catherine Jam 
of Thomas Wood, and Thomas Billings, took the body and 
= disjointed members out of the box, and wrapped them up in 
oY two blankets,. viz, the body in one, and the limbs in the 
y > other: Billings and Wood. firſt, took up the body, and about 
5 nine o'clock in the evening, carried it by turns into Mary- 
as bone-Fields, and threw: the ſame into a pond, which Wood 
| in the day-time had been hunting for, and returning back 
V again about eleven the ſame night, took up the limbs in the 
2 Other old; blanket, and carried them by turns to the ſame place, 
ed | throwing them in there allo, 
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About twelve o'clock the ſame night they returned back 
again, and knocking at the door, were let in by Mary Sprin- 
gate; they went up to bed in Mrs. Hays's fore-room, and 
ſhe ſtaid with them all night, ſometimes ſitting up, and ſome- 


times lying down upon the bed by them. 


On this ſame ſecond of March, one Bennet, an appten- 


tice to the king's organ- maker, going to Weſtminſter to ſee 


the head, believed it to be that of Mr. Hays, with whom he 
had been intimately acquainted ; whereupon he went and in- 
formed Mrs. Hays that the bead expoſed to view in St Mar- 
garet's church-yard, was ſo very like her huſband's; that he 


believed it to be his; upon which ſhe aſſured him that Mr. 
| Hays was very well, and reproved him for ſorming ſuch an 
opinion, telling him he muſt be very cautious how he raiſed 


any ſuch falſe and ſcandalous reports, which might bring him 
into a great deal of trouble. The young fellow was ſilenced 
by this reprimand, and ſaid no more about it. 


The ſame day alſo one Mr. Patrick having been to ſee the 


head, went afterwards to the houſe of Mr: Grainger at the 
Dog and Dial i in Monmouth-ſtreet, with whom Hays and his 


wife had been intimately acquainted ; Grainger's journey- 


men and other ſervants being Worceſterſhire people. Pa- 


trick told them he had been to fee the head, and that 1 


thought it the moſt like their e 124 of any face 


he had ever ſeen. 
Billings being then at work, me of the ſervants replied, 


| that it could not be his, becauſe he being one of Mr. Hays's 


lodgers, they ſhould have heard of it by him if Hays had 


been miſting, or any accident had happened to him; to which 


Billings anſwered, that he was then alive and well, and 
that he left him in bed when he came to work in the morn- 


Oh the next day, March 3. Mrs. Hays bare Wood a white 
coat, and a pair of leather breeches of her huſband's, which 
he carried to Greenford, near Harrow on the Hill. Mrs. 


Springate ſeeing Wood carry away theſe things, tied up in a 
white cloth, told Mrs. Hays that Wood was gone down ſtairs 


with a bundle ; ; and Hays anſwered that it was only a fuit of 
clothes Wood had borrowed of a neighbour, which he was 
going to carry home again. 


On the 4th day of March Mrs. Lonomore | going to viſit 
Mrs. Hays, enquiring after her huſband, the told her he was 


gone out to take a walk, and aſking Mrs Longmore what news, 


0 ſhe told her all the talk was about the man's head that had 


been found at Weſtminſter : ſhe ſeemed to wonder very much 
a | | at 


the 
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at the wickedneſs of the age, that could commit ſuch barbæ- 
rous murders, telling ber alſo, that'there was a report in the 
neighbourhood of a woman who was juſt found in the fields, 


all mangled and cut to pieces; to which Mrs. Longmore an- 


ſwered, ſhe had not heard any thing of fuch an accident. 


On the 5th of March, Thomas Wood returned to town 


again to Mrs. Hays's for ſome linen, at which time ſhe gave 


him a pair of ſhoes, a pair of flockings, a hat, and a waiſt-⸗ 
coat; which he knew to have been her huſband's; and 58. in 
money, and told him ſhe would ſupply him with money when⸗ 


ever he wanted. She then told him her huſband's head had 
been found, and how it continued to be expoſed to view at 
Weſtminſter, but that no perſon had owned it. 

Till the 6th, of March the head continued to be 80 
daily, but no diſcovery of the murder being made, the offi- 
cers of the pariſh conſulted with Mr. Weſtbrook, a ſurgeon, 


to have the ſame preſerved in ſpirits, whereby it might be 
kept more intire, and the features much better preſerved. than 


otherwiſe, till a diſcovery could be made of the murderers.” 
This being reſolved upon, Mr. Weſtbrook. took charge of 


the ſame, and having provided a proper glaſs and ſpirits to 


contain it, the ſame was put therein, and expoſed to the view 
of ſuch perſons as were deſirous of ſeeing it. Notwithſtanding 
all their endeavours to detect the authors of ſuch a piece of 
barbarity, no diſcovery could be made, or any light obtained 
whereby the murderers could be detected. 

In the mean time, Mrs. Hays quitted the houſe whers 
the murder was committed, and removed to Mr. Jones's, a 
diftiller in- the neighbourhood; taking with her Wood, Bil- 


lings, and Mrs. Springate, for whom ſhe paid three months 


rent at her old lodging. 
She now employed herſelf in collecting as much of her 
huſband's property as ſhe poſſibly could; and finding among 


other papers, a bond due to Mr. Hays from one John Davis, 


who had married his ſiſter, ſhe prevailed on a perſon to write 


a letter in her huſband's name, which ſhe ſent to his mother 


on the 14th of March, to demand 1ol. of the above-menti- 
oned Davis, and nen to ſue him in caſe of non- pay- 
ment. 

Old Mrs. Hays ceived the letter, and e her 
ſon-in-law Davis with the contents of it; he offered to pay 
the money on the bond being ſent into the country ; 'of which 


the old- gentlewoman acquainted MACS. Hays by. a letter on 
the 22d of the ſame montb. 115 | ; 
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= During theſe tranſactions, numbers of people went to ſee 5 
the head of the murdered: perſon, and among others a poor 
woman from Kingſland, whoſe huſband had been abſent from 


the day before the head was found: ſhe fancied it bore a re- 
ſembance to that of her huſband, but was not ſo poſitive as to 
fwear to it; her belief however occaſioned a report that it 


was ſo, and ſearch was daily made after the body, but to no 


purpoſe. . . ä 

In the mean time Mrs. Hays gave it out in the neighbour- 
hood, that her huſband had abſconded upon account of an 
unfortunate rencounter he had with another perſon, wherein 
he had given his antagoniſt an unlucky blow which had occa- 
fioned his death; that they had huſnhed up the matter for 
ſome time, by promiſe of a conſiderable ſum of money he was 
to pay the widow annually; but not being able to comply 


with the ſame, he was forced to withdraw. This ftory ſhe 
endeavoured to propagate with all the induſtry ſhe poſſibly 


could, though, as ſhe pretended, under the greateſt ſecreſy. 

Some few days before the diſcovery of this piece of barba- 
rity, Mr. Joſeph -Aſhby, who was an intimate acquaintance 
of the deceaſed, calling to ſee him, ſhe informed him with 
a pretended ſecreſy, of the fictitious ftory above-mentioned. 
He aſked if the perſon. her huſband had murdered was the 
ſame to whom the head belonged ; ſhe ſaid, no, that he was 
buried entire, and that her buſband had given a note or bond, 
to pay her 15]. per. annum, in order to compromiſe the mat- 


ter, and avoid a proſecution: he then aſked her where her 


huſband was gone; ſhe replied, he was gone over to Portugal 


with two or three foreign gentlemen. Not being very well 
ſatisfied with this ſtory, he went from thence to one Henry 


Longmore's, (who was couſin to the deceaſed) and told him 
the misfortune ſhe had related to him, adding, he did not ap- 
prove of the account he had received from her, and deſired 
Mr. Longmore to go to her, without taking any notice of his 
having ſeen him; and then, by comparing the account ſhe 
had related to him, with that which ſhe ſhould give to Mr. 
Longmore, they might be able to make ſome probable con- 
jecture of the truth of the caſe, ** 
Accordingly Mr. Longmore went to her, and enquiring 
for her huſband, ſhe replied, ſhe ſuppoſed he had heard of his 
misfortune from Mr. Aſhby; he anſwered, he had not ſeen 


him for ſome conſiderable time paſt, and was a ftranger to 


his couſin's misfortunes, not knowing or believing that he 


j 
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friend Aſhby, upon their comparing their ſever 
_ gether, there appeared very great reaſon to judge of ſome 


BILLINGS, WOOD, and HAYS, for Muzpzz. 411 


Mr, Longmore aſked if Mr. Hays was in priſon for debt ; 
ſhe replied, no, worſe than that; and Mr. Longmore aſking 
what could occaſion his abſconding, and ſaying, * I ſuppoſe 
he has not murdered any body,” ſhe anſwered that he had, 
and calling him aſide, related the ftory above-mentioned, 
Mr. Longmore enquired which way Mr. Hays was gone 3 
ſhe ſaid into Hertfordſhire, and that he had taken four piſtols 


with him for his defence, viz. one under each arm, and two 


in his pockets. Longmore ſaid it would be dangerous for 
him to travel in that manger, for he was liable to be-appre- 


hended on ſuſpicion of being 2 highway man; to which ſhe 
anſwered, that it was his uſual way of travelling, and the rea- 


ſon of it was becauſe he was once attacked, and had like to 


have been robbed on the highway, and that he had once been 
_ apprehended on ſuſpicion of being a highwayman, but that a 
_ gentleman who knew him, coming in accidentally, paſſed 


his word for his appearance, in conſequence of which he was 
diſcharged. | 
Mr. Longmore told her, that it was very improbable that 


he ſhould ever have been ſtopped upon ſuſpicion of being a 


highwayman, and diſcharged only on a perſon's paſſing his 
word for his appearance; and afked her how he was ſupplied 
with money for his journey; to which ſhe anſwered, that he 
had ſewed twenty- ſix uineas into his eloaths, and bad about 


ſeventeen ſhillings in ſilver i in his pockets; and told him that 
Mrs. Springate who lodged jn the houſe was privy to the whole 
tranſaction, for which reaſon ſhe had paid her rent at her old 


lodging, the better to engage her fecreſy. 
She now called Springate to teſtify the truth of what ſhe 


had ſaid; and ſeemed to reflect upon her hufband's unkind 
uſage of her, which ſurpriged Mr, Longmore more than all 


ſhe had ſaid to him before, and ſtrengthened his ſuſpicion, be- 
cauſe ſhe had always before given him the deſt of characters, 


for a moſt indulgent and tender huſband, 


He then took his leave of her, and 22 back to his 
accounts to- 


unfair practices towards Mr. Hays; they therefore reſolved 
to go together to Mr. Eaton, a liſe-guard man, who was 
alſo an acquaintance of his, and accordingly went to enquire 


for him, intending he ſhould have gone to her likewiſe, to 
have heard what account ſhe would give him. 


They went to ſeveral places to ſee for him, hut mifling of 
him, they went down-to Weſtminſter to ſee the head at 


en s; when they arrived there, he informed iow, 


® ©, x 


32 that 


+432 BILLINGS, WOOD, and HAYS, for Muzpzs.. 


that the head had been owned by a woman from Kingſland, 


V ho believed it to be her huſband's, but was not poſitive 


enough to ſwear it, though the circumſtances were ſtrong, he 
having been miſſing from the day before the head was found: 
but they deſiring to ſee it, Mr. Aſhby went up ſtairs firſt to 
look upon it, and coming down again, informed Mr. Lon 
more he really believed it to be Hays's head; upon bin 
Mr. Longmore then went up to ſee the ſame, and examining 
it more exactly than Mr. Aſhby had done, was Oy of | 
-the ſame opinion. 

They then went back to. ſce for Mr. Eaton, and meeting 
Aal him at home, told him their ſuſpicion, and the reaſons 
thereof, and deſired him to go along with them to make far- 
ther enquiry into the affair. Eaton invited them to ſtay to 
dinner with him, which at firſt they conſented to, but after- 
wares changing their minds, they all went down to Long- 
. more's houſe, where they repeated their ſuſpicions, not only 
of Mr. Hays's having been murdered (which they were on 
ſigbt of the head ſully ſatisfied of) but alſo that his wife was 
. privy to the ſame; and in order to obtain a more latis factory 
account, they were conſulting that Mr. Eaton ſhould in a 
day or two go and enquire for her, without taking any notice 
that he had ſeen Longmore or Aſhby; but in the interim 
Longmore's brother interpoſed, ſaying, that it was apparent 
their couſin had been murdered, and that. there was great rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect that Mrs. Hays, together with Wood and Bil- 
lings, (who, ſhe had ſaid, drank with him the night before 
his pretended journey, ) were either principal actors in, or at 
leaſt privy to the murder; and that therefore it was his opi- 
nion that no delay ought to be admitted, for in two or three 
days they might be gone from their lodgings, as they certainly 
would if they entertained any ſuſpicion of, a diſcovery —_— 
ieee 

Hereupon Mr. „ and the . went . | 
; ately to Juſtice Lambert, acquainted him with their ſuſpicis- | 
ons, and delired bis warrant to * the ſuppoſed mute 
derers. 

The juſtice having „ the parties, concurred with | 
them in their ſuſpicions,” and iſſued out a warrant for appre- of 
hending Catherine Hays, Thomas Wood, Thomas Billings, 
a d Mary Springate, and likewiſe ſent for proper officers to 
execute the fame, reſolving to attend th dem to ſee it done, 

About nine o'clock at night the parties met, together with 
two officers of the guards, whom Laton had 1 in the MEAN time 
acquainzed with * affair. Tv | 
1 5 & | | | They 
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| They went all together to Hays's lodgings, and, Long- 
more leading the company, they were going directly up ſtairs, 
when Mr. Jones, (the maſter of the houſe) demanded what 
they wanted: they ſoon ſatisfied him that they had ſufficient 
authority, and immediately went up ſtairs. | 
When they came to Mrs. Hays's door, juſtice Lambert 
rapped with his cane, and ſhe aſking who was there, told them 
ſhe was in bed; but being bid to open the door, or the 
would break it open, ſhe deſired time to put on her cloaths: 
when ſhe came and opened the door, they entered, and ſei- 


zed her, and ſeeing Billings fit upon her bed-fide without 
ſhoes and ſtockings, ſhe was aſked, if he had been in bed 


with her ? ſhe replied, no, but that he had been mending his 
ſtockings; to which juſtice Lambert replied, <* He had good 
eyes that-could ſee to mend his cloaths in the dark,” there be- 
ing neither fire nor candle burning in the room before the 
door was opened. 

They ſeized Billings and her; and Jevvicg a ſufficient guard 


to attend them whilſt they were dreſſing themſelves, Long 


more, juſtice Lambert, and ſeveral others, went up ſtairs to 
Springate, where they ſeized her alſo, and brovgnt them 


away. 


Juſtice Lambert examined chem very ſtrictly with reſpect 


to the murder, but they would not acknowledge any thing of | 
it : whereupon they were ſeverally committed, viz. Billings 


to New-Priſon, Springate to the Gate-Houſe, and Hays to 
Tothill-Fields Bridewell, for farther examination. She deſi- 


red of Mr. Longmor? that ſhe might be admitted to ſee the 


head, of which requeſt be acquainted- the juſtice, who di- 
rected ſhe ſhould have a ſight of it as ſhe came from Tothill- 
Fields Bridewell, to her farther examination. 

' Accordingly Longmore going with the officers the next 
day to fetch her from thence to juſtice Lambert's, the coach 


Topped at Mr. Weſtbrook's door, and ſhe being admitted 
into the houſe, as ſoon as ſhe entered the room, threw herſelf 


down upon her. knees, crying out, “Oh it is my dear huſ- 
band's head: it is my dear huſband- s head!” and embracing 
the glaſs in her arms, kiſſed the outſide of it ſeveral times: 


in the mean time Mr. Weſtbrook bimſelf came in, and told 


her, if it was his head ſhe ſhould have a plainer vie w of it, 


he would take it out of the glaſs that ſhe might have à full 
ſight thereof; and accordingly taking the head by the hair, 
| lifted jt out of the elaſs, and brought it to her, when ſhe 
Ca tched hold of it and kiſſed it, pretending to be in a very 
great agony and begged tg have a lock of his hair; but Mr. 


Weſtbrook 
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Weſtbrook. told her he feared ſhe had already had too much of 
his blood. She fainted away, and on her recovery, was car- 
ried to Mr. Lambert's, to be examined by him, and other 
Juſtices of the peace. f 1 = 
During theſe tranſactions, one Mr. Huddle, and his ſer- 
vant, being walking in the fields near Marybone, - ſaw ſome- 


thing lying in a ditch, which, on examination, they found 


to be the legs, thighs, and arms of a man : ſurpriſed at this, 


they the next morning procured afliftance, and drained the 


pond, w—_ pulled out the body of a man wrapped up in 
A blanket. ET, „„ 
One Croſby, a eonſtable, brought the news of this circum- 


Nance, at the very time that the juſtices were examining Ca- 
#herine Hays, not doubting but theſe were the body and 


limbs of her deceaſed huſband. - | 
Notwithſtanding this additional circumſtance, ſhe ſteadily 


refuſed to make any confeſſion ; but the guſtices thought pro- 
per to commit her to Newgate, whither 


e was carried in the 
afternoon, the mob hollowing and ſhouting all the way, to 


expreſs their joy at her being apprehended. 


On the Sunday following, in the morning, Thomas Wood 
returned to town from Greenford, not having heard of the 
apprehenſion of Hays, Billings, or Springate; and going to 


the former lodgings to enquire for Mrs. Hays, he was told ſhe 
was removed to Mr. Jones's the diſtiller : thither he went, and 
enquiring for her there, was known to be the other 2 | 


ſuſpected of being concerned in the murder of Mr. Hays; 
on which the people would not inform him that ſhe and the 
others were apprehended on ſuſpicion of the murder, but told 
him ſhe was gone down to the Green Dragon in King-ſtreet, 
that being the houſe where Mr. Longmore-lived ; and a man 


who was preſent told him he was going to her, if he wanted 


to ſee her, he would ſhew him the way. 


Accordingly Wood, being on horſeback, followed the per- | 


ſon, who led him directly to Longmore's houſe : at which 
time Longmore's brother con ing to the door, and ſeeing 
Wood, immediately laid hold of him, and unborſing him, 


' dragged him into the houſe, ſent for the officers, and charged 
them with him on ſuſpicion of the murder, from whence be 


was carried before Juſtice Lambert, who aſked him divers 
queſtions in relation to the murder, but he would acknow- 
ledge nothing, whereupon he was committed to Tothill-Fields- 
_Bridewel). © 5 | e 
eing there, he heard the various reports of perſons con- 


cerning the murder, and judging from thoſe that it was im- 


poſſible 
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of poſſible to prevent a full diſcovery, or evade the proofs that 
r- were againſt him, he reſolved upon making an ample con- 
er feſſion of the whole affair, of which Juſtice Lambert being 
5 acquainted, he, with John Mohun, and Thomas Salt, Eſqrs. 
_ two other juſtices of the peace, went to Tothill-Fields- 
10 Bride well, to take his examination, which is as follows. 
is, 4 . : | | 
he The Examination and Confeſſion of THouAs Woon, taten 
— before Joun Monun, Olo ER LamserT, and Tho- 
Mas SaiT, Efqrs. three of his Majeſty's Fuſtices of the * 
m- Peace for the County of Middleſex, this 27th Day of” 
21 | March, 1726: „„ 1 
LN | 


W HO confeſſeth, and ſaith, that on Tueſday, being the 


ily firſt of March inſtant, he had been drinking in ſe- 
ro- veral places, and that the laſt place was the Hog in the Pound, 
the and came about twelve o'clock at noon to Mr. Hays's lodg- 

to ings, and when he came home was merry, and Mr. Hays 

| told him he could drink a great deal of liquor and not be 
dod fuddled, and ſaid, I, and another drank a half-guinea a- 
the piece in wine without being fuddled:“ that Thomas Billings, 
to then in company, ſaid, that if Mr. Hays would then drink 
ſhe half a guinea's worth of wine, and not be fuddled, he would 
and pay for it; that Hays agreed, they each put down half 
ſon a guinea, and that Catherine Hays, Thomas Billings, and- 
yS 3 this examinant, went out about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
the on the day aforeſaid, to Bond-ftreet, and brought in with 
told them to Mr. Hays's lodgings, about fix or ſeven bottles of 
ect, mountain wine, and upon their return found Mr, Hays fitting 
man by the fire-ſide in the fore- room, eating bread and cheeſe: 
nted that then this examinant went to the Angel and Crown to 

| fetch a pot of two-penny, to drink while Mr. Hays drank 

_ the wine; that he ſtaid about half an hour, and when he re- 
hich turned, about half the wine was drank, and Mr. Hays began 
eing to be very merry, and danced about the room, and ſaid he 
him, thought he ſhould not have wine enough to make him fuddled; 
rged on which Thomas Billings went out by himſelf and fetched 
e be another bottle of wine, and when he had drank that, he be- 
vers n to reel about the room, and went and laid down on the 
now ed in the back- room: that Thomas Billings followed him 
ields- into the ſaid room, and there with a hatchet ſtruck him on 
weed the back part of his head, which blow, he, this examinant 
con- 


heard given, and-went into the room, and found Mr. Hays 


A Lead; and that Mrs. Hays immediately followed this exami- 
INDIE | 5 


nant, 
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nant, and ſaid, '** We muſt take off his head, and make it 


away, or it will betray us; and that then Catherine Hays, | 


Thomas Billings, and this examinant, with the examinant's 
pocket-knife, cut off Mr. Hays's head, about eight o'clack 
at night, on the day aforeſaid, and then put it into a pail 
without a bail ; and Thomas Billings, and this examinant, 


carried the paii with the head in it to the water-fide, and - 


when they came there, Thomas Billings ſet down the pail, 


and this examinant took it up, and threw it into the Thames, 


and ſo both returned to Mrs. Hays's lodgings, and went 


to bed in the fore · room, in which room Mrs, Mays. fat up all 


night. 


And this examinant farther l and: faith, that the | 
next morning as ſoon as it was light, Catherine Hays, Tho- 


mas Billings,. aud this examinant, began to conſult what-they 
muſt do with the body : that Catherine Hays propoſed to put 
it in a box which ſhe had by her, and put it in a coach, and 
carry it away, and throw it into the Thames; that they all 
endeavoured, but the box. was not large enough to hold it; 


upon which Catherine Bays propoſed to cut it in pieces, 


which ſhe, Thomas Billings, and this examinant did, and 


put it into the box, where it remained till night, and then 


all agreed to carry it out in parcels; and that about nine 
o'clock at night, Thomas Billings, and this examinant, took 
the carcaſe in a blanket, and carried it by turns to aſort of a 
pond, or a ditch in Marybone-F ields, and threw it in with 
the blanket, and then returned again to Mrs. Hays's lodgings, 
being eleven o'clock at night, and then took the limbs in a 
piece of a blapket,. and by turns carried them to the ſame 
place,. and threw them into the ſame. pond, and returned 
again about twelve o'clock the ſame night, and. knocked at 


the door, and were let in by Mary Springate: that they went 


to bed in the fore- room, and that Catherine Hays was in 
the ne; rom, and ſometimes went and lay down on their 
bed. 17 * 

And this examinant "247 Uh confeſſeth, and faith, * on 
Thurſday being the 3d of March inſtant, he. went to Green- 
ford, near Harrow, in Middleſex, and carried with him a 

white coat, and a pair of leather breeches, which were 
Mr. Hays 85 990 are now at Mr. Bower's in Greenford, Alore⸗ 
ſaid. 

And this examinant farther confeſſeth, and faith, "that. on 
Saturday, being the 5th. day of March inſtant, this exami- 
nant returned to Mrs. Hays's lodgings, for ſome linen of his 


own; that then Mrs. Hays gave him a pair of ſhoes, a 
waiſtcoat, 
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waiſteoat, a hat, and a pair of ſtockings, which this ex- 


aminant knew to be her late huſband's, and likewiſe gave 
him two ſhillings in money ; that ſhe told him the head was 
found at Weſtminſter, but was not known; 3 that then he re- 
turned to Mr. Bower's aforeſaid. 

And this examinant farther ſaith, that Cee Hays gave 
him three ſhillings and ſix-pence, and promiſed to ſupply him 


with money whenever he wanted: and farther ſaith, that ſhe, 


the ſaid Catherine Hays, had many times before, and often 
on the firſt of March inſtant, propoſed to Thomas Billings, 
and this examinant the murder of her huſband: that Thomas 


— Billings had agreed to murder him, and offered to give this 


examinant money to buy wine to make Mr. Hays druns, 
that they might accompliſh the mutder. 

And this examinant farther ſaith, that Mary Springate was 
no ways privy, or any ways conſenting or aſſiſting to the 
aforeſaid murder, or to the carry away the _ or any 
thing relating t to it. | 

Capt. coram nobis 
die & Anno ſu- | 
praditt, - | Sn 

| OY THOMAS WOOD. 
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THO. SALT. 5 


He farther acknowledged, that ever ſince the commiſſion of 
the fact he had had no peace, but a continual torment of mind; 
that that very day, before he came from Greenford, he was 
fully perſuaded within himſelf that he ſhould be ſeized for the 
murder when he came to town, and ſhould never ſee Green- 
ford more; notwithſtanging which he could not refrain com- 
ing, though under an expected certainty of deing taken, and 


dying for the fact. 


Having thus made a full and ample confeſſion; and hgned 
the ſame, his mittimus was made by Juſtice Lambert, and he 


was committed to Newgate, whither he was carried under a 


guard of a ſerjeant and eight ſoldiers, - with muſkets and 
bayonets to keep off the mob, Who were ſo exaſperated 


againſt the actors of ſuch a piece of barbarity, that without 


that caution it would have been very difficult to have carried | 


him thither alive. 


On the 28th of March, after Mrs. Hays was commits 


to Newgate, being the day after Wood's noo 
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ſeph Mercer going to Newgate to ſee Mrs. Hays, ſhe told 
him, as he was Thomas Billings's friend as well as her's, ſhe 
deſired he would go to him, and tell him, it was in vain for 
him longer to deny the murder of her huſband, for they were 
equally guilty, and muſt both die for it. 

Billings hearing this, and that Wood was apprehended, 


and had fully confeſſed the whole affair, thought it needleſs to 


perſiſt any longer in a denial, and therefore the next day, he 


made a full and plain diſcovery of the whole affair, which is as 
follows, viz. i 


The Examination and Confeſſion of THOMAS BILLIxes, taken 


before Oliver LAM EBERT, and GIDEON Harvey, £/ars. 


two of his Majeſty's Fuſtices of the Peace for the County of © 


- Middleſex, on Tueſday, March 29, 1726. 


W H O ſaitb, that Catherine Hays, Thomas Wood, and 


this examinant, about three werks before the murder of 
Mr. John Hays, had conſulted to murder the ſaid Hays, but 
not in what manner to put it in execution : that on the firſt of 
this inſtant March, he being in Mr. Hays's room with Ca- 


therine Hays, and Thomas Wood, diſcourſing about drink- 5 


ing, Mr. Hays told him he could drink a great deal of liquor, 
and not be drunk, to the value of half a guinea : that this 


examinant thereupon put down half a guinea to Mr. Hays's 
half guinea; that Catherine Hays, Thomas Wood, and this 


exam inant went for about ſix bottles of mountain wine; that 
oing for the wine, they three conſulted to murder the ſaid 
Jobs Hays, it being a proper time after he had drank the 


wine, being about four o'clock in the afternoon ; that on their 
A 


return they found Mr. John Hays eating bread and cheeſe ; 
that Mr. Hays began to drink the wine ; that Catherine 
Hays, Thomas Wood, and this examinant did not drink above 
one glaſs each of the ſaid wine; that Mr. Hays began to be 
very merry, and danced about the room ; that this exami- 


nant fetched another bottle of wine, which they all drank. 


among them ; that the ſaid John Hays began to reel about the 


room, and went and laid down on the bed in the back-room ; 


that this examinant went into the room about a quarter of an 
hour after him, and there with a hatchet ſtruck him-on the 
back part of the head; that Thomas Wood took up the ſaid 
hatchet, which this examinant had juſt laid down, and there- 


with gave Mr. Hays a blow or two; that the ſaid Catherine 


Hays immediately followed into the ſaid back-room, where 


Thomas Wood cut off the head of the ſaid John Hays with | 


his 


3 
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his knife; that the ſaid Catherine Hays and this examinant 
were cloſe by the bed, when the ſaid head was cut off; that 


Catherine Hays held the pail with the head in it, which this 


examinant carried to Mill-Bank ; that Thomas Wood took 


up the pail, and threw it into the Thames, with the head in 


it, and ſo returned to Mrs. Hays's lodgings, and went to bed. 
in the fore-room, in which room Mrs. Hays continued all 
night, 

And this examinant ſaith, that on Wedneſday morning the 


| ſecond inſtant, this examinant,,.and Thomas Wood, and Ca- 


therine Hays, began to conſult how to diſpoſe of the body of 


the ſaid John Hays ; that the ſaid Hays and Thomas Wood 


propoſed to put it into a box which ſhe had by her; that Tho- 
mas Wood cut it in pieces, and put them into the ſaid box, 
which it remained in till night; that this examinant went 
about noon to work ; that Thomas Wood was to look out | 


for a place to throw the body in, againſt this examinant's re- 


turn home at night ; and that about nine o'clock at night, 
Catherine Hays gave Thomas Wood a blanket, to carry off 


the body of her deceaſed huſband; and they all agreed to 


carry it off in two parcels; ; that about nine o'clock at night, 
Thomas Wood, and this examinant carried away the body by 
turns, to a ſort of ditch, or pond, in Marybone-Fieids, and 
grew it in with the blanket, and then returned to Mrs. 

ays's lodgings, and then took up the limbs in a piece of a 


blanket, and by turns carried them to the ſaid place, and 


threw them into the ſame pond ; and at their return were let 


in by Mary Springate. 


And this examinant farther faith, that he remembered thas 
Catherine Hays ſhewed to one or two men, a bond - which 
was owing to her huſband, but he knows not the ſum, 


Capt. Die & Anne 
Jupradict. „„ 1 
THOMAS BILLINGS. 
OL. LAMBERT. PE 
GIDEON HARVEY. 


Wood and Billings, by their ſeveral i afro 
acquitting Springate of having any concern in the murder, 
ſhe was ſoon diſcharged from her confinement ; but this diſ- 
covery making a great noiſe in the town, divers of Mes. 
Hays's acquaintance went to viitt her in Newgate, and ex- 
2mining her as to the reaſons, and motives that induced her to 
commit the ſaid fact, her acknowledgment in general was, 

| F . that 
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That Mr. Hays had proved but an indifferent huſband ta. 
her; that one night he came home drunk and ſtruck her; 
that upon her comp/aining thereof to Billings and Wood, they, 
or one of them, ſaid, ſuch a fellow (meaniffg Hays) ought 
not to live, and that they would murder him for a half-pen- 


ny ;** upon which ſhe took that opportunity to propoſe the 


bloody deed, telling them they might kill him if they would, 
dhe acknowledged that ſhe knew of their deſign, and heard 
| Billings give her huſband the blow ; that then ſhe and Wood 
went into the room where they were; and that ſhe held the 
candle whilſt Wood cut her huſband's throat. 

When ſhe heard that Billings had made an ample confeſ- 
ſion of the whole affair, and was told that the crime on her 
fide was not murder only, but petit treaſon, the puniſhment 
whereof was to be burnt alive, ſhe began to ſhew great con- 

cern, and ſent word to Billings, that it was very hard he 
ſhould, by acknowledging every circumſtance of the affair, 
| ſubject her to an indictment for petit treaſon. - 

Being told of a report that Billings was her ſon, ſhe would 
not ſpeak poſitively to that matter, but ſaid, He was her 
own fleſh and blood, but how nearly he was related he him- 
ſelf knew not; but ſhe feared before ſhe died, it would appear 
to the world.“ 

When aſked the ſame queſtion at other times, ſhe would 
anſwer in no other terms, but that ſhe would never diſown_ 
him, whilſt ſhe lived, and ſeemed to ſhew a greater concern 
for him than for herſelf, by endeavouring to extenuate his 
guilt, ſaying, . He was not fo guilty as was believed.” She 
was daily ſending from the maſter's-ſide, where ſhe lay, to 

the Condemned- Hold, in which Le was confined, to enquire 
after his health. | 
Whilſt ſhe lay in aut ſhe was gh to believe that the 
confeſſion of Wood and Billings could no ways affect ber life; 
this made her vainly imagine that there was no poſitive proof 
againſt her, and that circumſtances only would not convict 
her: ſor this reaſon ſhe retolved to put herſelf upon her trial, 
(contrary to her fiſt in tentions, for having been aſked what 
ſhe would do, ſhe replied, ſhe would hold 1 up her hand at the 
bar and ad guilty, for the whole world could not ſave her) 
and accordingly, being arraigned, ſhe pleaded Not Guilty, 
and put herſelf upon her trial Wood and billings both plead- 
ed Guilty to the ame india ment at the ſame time, acknow- 
ledęing their guilt, and defying to make atonement ſor the 
Foe with the los of their lives 3 ; ON. praying the court. * 
| 8 
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be graciouſly pleaſed to favour them ſo much (in regard they 
had made an ingenuous confeflion) as to diſpenſe with 9 
being hanged in chains. 

Mrs. Hays having put herſelf on her trial, the king's coun- 


cil opened the indictment, ſetting forth the heinouſneſs of 


the fact, the premeditated intentions, and inhuman method of 
acting it; that his majeſty, for the more effeCtual proſecution 
of ſuch vile offenders, and out of a tender regard to the peace 
and welfare of all his ſubjects, and that the actors and per- 
petrators of ſuch unheard-of barbarities might be brought to 
condign puniſhment, had given them direCtions to proſecute 
the priſoners. 

Then Richard Bromage, Robert Wilkins, Leonard My- 
ring, Joſeph Mercer, John Blakeſly, Mary Springate, and 
Richard Bows, were called into court, the ſubſtance of whoſe - 
evidence againſt the priſoner was, that ſhe being interrogated 


about the murder when in Newgate, ſaid “ The devil put 


it into her head; but. however John Hays was none of the 


| beſt of han for ſhe had been half ſtarved ever ſince ſne 


was married to him; that ſhe did not in the leaſt repent of 
any thing ſhe had done, but only in drawing thofe two poor 
men into this misfortune ; that ſhe was fix weeks importu- 
ning them to do it; that they denied it two or three times, 
but at laſt agreed; ber huſband was made ſo drunk that he 
fell out of his chair, then Billings and Wood carried him in- 
to the back room, and laid him upon the bed; that ſhe was 
not in that room, but in the fore room on the ſame floor, 
when he was killed; but that they told her that Billings ſtruck 
him twice on the head with a pole-axe, and. that then Wood 
cut his throat; that when he was quite dead, ſhe went in and 
held the candle whilſt Wood cut his head quite off, and af- 


terwards they chopped off his legs and arms; that they want- 


ed to get him into an old cheſt, but he was too long and too 


| big ; they thought to have done it by cutting off bis thighs and 


arme, and then the cheſt would not hold them all; the body 
and limbs were put into blankets at ſeveral times the next 


night, and thrown into a pond ; that the devil was in them 


all, and they were all got drunk; that it would ſignify nothing 


to make a long preamble, ſhe could hold up ber hand and 


ſay ſhe was guilty, for nothing could ſave her, no body could 
forgive her; that the men who did the murder were taken, 
and had confeſſed it; that ſhe was not with them when they 
did it; that ſhe was ſitting by the fire in the ſhop upon a ſtool; 


phat ſhe heard the "_ given, and heard ſomebody ſtamp; 


2 


| that 


* 
1 h 
I 
3 
4 
. 
1 
# 
4 
44% 
N 
. 
13 
LT” 
9 
xt 
Bal 
4 - 
101 , 
4 
! 
me 
17 1 1 
"ih 
LI 
* 11 
1 
wot: 
1 
J 
2 
N. "$31 
3 
19 
Wet! | 
434 
wt 5 
11. 
MY | 4 
*t 
"ll 
1 
i 
. 
11 
"4 
11 
i 


| * 1, 
i 
bl 
| 
Wh 
i 
FA 
: vo o 
{4:5 H 
28 
1 
"Ip 
'+ 
3h 
"Tat 


422 BILLINGS, WOOD, and HAYS, for Mozpzs, 


that ſhe did not cry out for fear they ſhould kill her ; that af. 
ter the head was cut off it was put into a pail, and Wood car- 
Tied it out; that Billings fat down by her and crjed, and 
would lie all the reſt of the night in the room with the dead 


body; that the firſt occaſion of this deſign to murder him 


was, becauſe he came home drunk one night and beat her, 
upon which Billings faid, this fellow deſerves to be killed, 
and Wood ſaid, he'd be his butcher for one penny ; that ſhe 
told them they might do as they would, but did not think 
they would do it that night it was done; that ſhe did not tell 
her huſband of the deſign to murder him, for fear he ſhould 
beat her ; that ſhe ſent to Billings to let him know it was in 


yain to deny the murder of her huſband any longer, for ny ; 


were both guilty, and muſt both die for it,” 
There were many other circumſtances equally ſtrong⸗ be- 


ſides this acknowledgment from her own mouth, and about 
fourteen or fifteen other witneſſes ; but the proofs being ſo 


plain, there was no occaſion to examine them : ſhe acknow- 
ledged in court upon her trial, that ſhe knew of the intention 
to murder him ſome days before the fact was committed, and 
that ſhe was in the next room when it was done, but perfiſted 
in it that ſhe was innocent, becauſe ſhe did not kill him 


with her own hands ; and having nothing elle to ofter, ſne 


was found guilty. 


At their receivingiſentence, Wood and Billings begged the 
mercy of the court that they might not be hung in chains, 


acknowledging the juſtice of their ſentence, and their willing- 
neſs to atone for the blood they had ſhed, by laying down 
their lives for the ſame: Mrs. Hays defired likewiſe ſhe might 
not be burned, ſaying, ſhe was willing and deſirous to die, 


though innocent of the fact: and having nothing more to of- 
"fer in their defence, ſentence of death as uſual was paſſed upon 
them, viz. Wood and Billings to be hanged, and Mrs. Hays 


to be burned alive. 


After ſentence they were all emed back to Newgate, 
Wood and Billings were confined in the Condemned-Hold 


with the other malefactors under ſentence of death, and 


Mrs. Hays in an apartwent peculiar to the women in the 
like condition. 

The great care and anxiety ſhe ſhewed ſor Wood, and par- 
ticularly for billings, juſtly gave the world reaſon to ſuſpect 
there were ſome uncommon motives that induced her to commit 
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the fact: ſhe was both before and after her trial ſending meſ- 
ſengers to, and enquiring after Billings, and out of ſuch mo- 
ney as ſhe either had with her, or was given to her whilſt in 
priſon by charitable perſons, ſhe would fend and give the great- 
eſt ſhare of it to them. : | | 

Wood being ſenſibly touched with remotſe for the heinouſ- 
neſs and barbarity of the fat, ſhewed all the marks of an un- 


| feigned and ſincere repentance z and what with the horror of 


the action, and the unwholſomeneſs of the place wherein he 
was confined, he contracted a violent fever, which preyed 
upon him in a very ſevere manner : he came to the chapel at 
prayer time ſo long as he was able, till his diſtemper prevail- 
ing upon him, he was obliged to deſiſt: a reverend clergy- 
man viſited him in his illneſs, who gave him ſuch advice and 


conſolation as the nature of his caſe would admit of; he con- 


firmed the particulars of the confeſſion he had before made, 


agreeable to what is herein mentioned, wiſhing only that he 
might live a few days longer, not for the ſake of prolonging 
a miſerable life, but that purely, by ſuffering the ſentence of 


the law, he might in ſome meaſure atone for his paſt offences, 


and by the condign puniſhment here inflicted upon him, he 
might be a terrible warning to all young perſons how they 
offended in like. manner; but on Wedneſday the 4th of May 
he died in the Condemned-Hold. 
This Thomas Wood, who was about twenty-eight years of 
age, was born about three miles from Omberſly, between 
Ludlow and Worceſter, of honeſt, thouga indifferent mean 
parents ; he had not in his youth been brought up to any re- 
gular trade or bufineſs, but worked among the farmers, hay- 
makers, &c. however he was very remarkable for being of 
a ſober ſettled behaviour in all his actions, by which means 


he gained entirely the love of the neighbourhood, who could 


not be induced to entertain an ill opinion of him. 

His father dying ſome years before he left the country, his 
mother, who then kept a little ale-houſe at the place before- 
mentioned, being left with ſeveral children, he was very du- 
tiful and induſtrious in aſſiſting her, and by his labour was ve- 
ry . in the ſupport of the family; ſometimes doing 


huſbandry, harveſt, or labourer's work, according as the ſame 


offered: at other times being employed as a tapſter, in draw- 
ing drink in ſeveral inns in the country, till ſome few months 
before the murder was committed, he had a deſire to come 
to London, which he did, and behaved himſelf very regularly 


and diligently in ſuch buſineſs as he could get; but not being 
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ſettled in any certain place of work, he was fearful of being | 


preſſed, and recollecting his countryman Hays, he went to 
ſee him, to whom relating his apprehenſions, and want of bu- 
ſineſs at the ſame time, Mr. Hays invited him to come and 
lodge with Billings, and promiſed to enquire out for buſineſs 
for him: he had not been long there before Mrs. Hays took 
the oppartunity to propoſe to him the deſigned intention ſhe 
had of murdering her huſband, which at firſt he refuſed with 
abhorrence, but at laſt was over-perſuaded by her artful en- 
treaties ; and his being in. a great meaſure intoxicated when 
the fact was committed, brought him to a compliance. 

There are various opinions and. conjectures of Thomas Bil- 
lings as to his birth and parentage 3 Mrs. Hays herſelf, ſome 
few days before the execution, affirmed him to be her own 
fon, lawfully begotten by Mr. Hays after her marriage with 
bim, and that he was twenty years of age at his execution; 
that Mr. Hays not loving him when an infant, he was put 
out to her relations to nurſe, and took the name of Billings 
from his godfather, who was of that name; but as none of 
Mr. Hays's relations knew or heard of her ever having had 


any ſuch child, and as it is certain ſhe, even till the very time 
of her death, prevaricated i in ſeveral things, there is little rea- 


ſon to believe it to be ſo. 
The only account he could give of Al was, that he 
believed himſelf to be a near relation of Mrs. Hays, but by 


what means he could not tell ; that he alſo believed he was a 


baſtard, but had no other knowledge of his parents, than that 


a ſhoemaker in the country paſſed for his father. 


He ſaid he was brought up in the country, and put to 
ſchool, where he learned to read and write; that he was af- 
terwards put apprentice to a taylor, with whom he ſerved his 
apprenticeſhip, at the expiration of which he came to town, 


and lodging with Mr. Hays, worked in Monmouth- ſtreet, 


and other places in that neighbourhood, till he was drawn into 
the commiſſion of the fact for which he ſuffered. 

He ſaid farther, that Mrs. Hays never told him any thing 
of his being her ſon till after her 6 and a few 
days before the execution. | 

The beft account of Billings is, that be was found in 2 


| baſket ow a common, not far from the place where Catherine 


lived in the country, before ſhe was married to Mr. Hays; 


that he was put out to nurſe, at the expence of the pariſh, to 


people of the name of Billings, from whom he derived 


that name; that when of a proper age, he was likewiſe 
a put 
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put apprentice, at the pariſh charge, to Mr. Wetherland, a 


taylor, to whom they gave forty ſhillings with him. 
At the time of his execution he was twenty-two or twen- 


ty- three years of age; whereas Mrs. Hays, by her own 


confeſſion, had been married only twenty years and eight 
months, It is not unlikely that Billings was a natural child of 
Mrs. Hays's, born in her rambles before marriage, and drop- 
ped by her where he was found. „ 
Billings appeared much reſtrained in his behaviour before 
Mrs. Hays, and influenced by her; nor was he fo ingenuous 
in his confeſſion after ſentence as he had been before, but 
evaded ſeveral queſtions that were aſked him, eſpecially in 
Mrs. Hays's company: he otherwiſe ſeemed to have a 
great remorſe of conſcience for the crime he had commits» 
ted, and appeared penitent and devout during his confine- 


After ſentence Mrs. Hays behaved herſelf with more in- 
difference than might have been expeRed from one under her 
circumſtances ;- ſhe frequently expreſſed herſelf to be under 
no concern at her approaching death, only the manner of it 
appeared to carry ſome terror with it; ſhe ſhewed more con- 
cern for Billings than for herſelf, and alſo a ſurpriſing fond- 


neſs for him in all her actions: when in the chapel, ſhe would 


fit with her hand in his, and lean upon his breaſt and ſhoulder, 
and he on her's; for this ſhe was reprimanded, as being of- 
fenſive to the ſpectators, both in regard to the indecency. of 
the action, and as it ſhewed her eſteem for the murderer of 
her huſband ; notwithſtanding which reaſon ſhe would 

deſiſt, but continued the ſame until the minute of her death 


one of her laſt expreſſions to the executioner, as ſhe' was go- 


ing from the ſledge to the ſtake, being an enquiry if he had 
hanged her dear chile. . 

On the Friday evening before her execution, being aſ- 
ſured ſhe ſhould die on the Monday following, ſhe attempted 
to deſtroy herſelf ; for which purpoſe ſhe had procured a bottle 
of ſtrong poiſon, deſigning to have taken the ſame ; but a 
woman who was in the place with her, touching the ſame with 


her lips, found it burned them to an extraordinary degree, 


and ſpilling a little on her handkerchief, it burned that alſo; 
upon which, ſuſpecting her intentions, ſhe broke the phial, 


| whereby her deſign was fruſtrated. 


On the day of her execution ſhe was at prayers, and re- 
ceived the ſacrament in the chapel, where ſhe ſtill ſhewed her 
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tenderneſs for Billings. About twelve the priſoners were ſe- 
verally carried away for execution; Billings, with eight others, 
for. various crimes, were put into three carts, and Catherine 
Hays was drawn upon a fledge to the place of execution, 
where being arrived, Billings, with the other eight, after 
having had ſome time for their private devotions, were turned 
off : after which, Catherine Hays being brought to the ſtake, 
was chained thereto with an iron chain, running round her 
waiſt, and under her arms, and a rope round her neck, which 
was drawn through a hole in the poſt ; then the faggots, inter- 
mixed with light bruſh-wood and ſtraw, being piled all round 
her, the executioner put fire thereto in ſeveral places, which 
immediately blazing out, as ſoon as the ſame reached her, ſhe 
with-her arms puſhed down thoſe' which were before her, 
when ſhe appeared in the middle of the flames as low as the waiſt; 
upon which the executioner got hold of the end of the cord 
which was round her neck, and pulled it tight, in order to 


ſtrangle her, but the fire ſoon reached his hand, and burned it, 


ſo that he was obliged to let it go again; more faggots were 
immediately thrown upon her, and in about three or four 
hours ſhe was reduced to aſhes: in the mean time Billings's 
irons were put upon him as he was hanging on the gal- 


Jows; after which being cut down, he was carried to the 
 Eibbet, about a hundred yards diſtance, and there hung up in 


| They were executed at Tyburn on the ninth of May, 


An anonymous rhimer, imaginining that this execrable 


murder was a proper ſubject for drollery, exerted his talent in 


compoſing the following ballad, 


t * 


6 A SONG mn te Monk of th: Hit 
. 3 
. | To the Tune of Cuzxy Cuacs,) | bit K | 
3 By Mew" 
3 JN Ty Ty bam est a man 150 liv'd, 5 4 
d A juſt and honeſt life; „ e 
h And * he might have lived fill, 
oy „ had 1 d bis wife. 
5 1 K 
d 2 But ſhe to vicious ways indin'd, 
to A life moſt wicked led; Y 
t, With taylors, and with tinkers too, 
re | She oft defil'd his bed. | 
ur | 4 + 34167 
A- | Full twice a-day to church he went, 1 1 5 10 
he And fo devout wou'd beam 
in Sure never was a ſaint on earth, 
5 If — GEOINE.. | 
7 : This vex'd his wife unto the heart, . 1 
She was of wrath ſo full ; 
b That finding no hole in his coat, 
=> She pick'd one in his ſcull. - | | 
But then her heart gan to relent, „eee 6 
And priev'd ſhe was ſo ſore; 1 | > 
That quarter to him for to give, 
She cut him iato four. 
| „ 
Alli in the dark and dead of ni pg 
8 Theſe quarters ſhe convey” 
: | And-in a ditch at Marybone, 
His marrow-bones ſhe laid. 
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VII. TED 
His head at Weſtminſter ſhe threw,, 7 8 
All in the Thames fo wide; © 
* Says ſhe, my dear, the wind ſets fairs . 
_ may have' the tide. 2 


4 VII. 


But heav'n, whoſe pow'r no limit knows 

On earth, or on the main, 

Soon caus'd this head for to be chrown T Rf 
* the land __ et bas n & 


IX. - 5 aha] ac 

This head- being found, the juſtice , 
Their heads together laid; 
And all agreed there. muſt have —_ 703 00 290 
Some Mad to this Os: le tn Sul A 


X.. bad #4 bb 0 548 

But * no body cduld be found, 

| High mounted on a ſhelf, | 
They een ſet up the head to be 5-8 071 01 

3 for — 0 6 0, l bi: 
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Next, that it no ſelf- murder was, 
The caſe itſelf explains, - 


For no man could cut off his head. 
And . it in the nenne 4% 9 aig 


Ere many ak had gone and | paſt, 
The deed at length was known, 
And Cath'rine ſhe confeſs'd, at laſt, rod 2 00 
R bal 
TIT Sins £01295 262 
God nner long our noble — 
Our lives and ſafeties all; 


And grant that wg'may: ee take , 81 1 {A 
By Cath'rine Hays's un. b een 
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